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After teaching junior high school mathematics for 10 years and serving as a high school principal for 14 years, Dr.
Clarence Johnson conducted research as a doctoral student on improving the mathematics failure rates of African
American students. You can read about his findings in Roll Call: 2012.
Help your child succeed on the Texas statewide assessments with the premiere resource used by parents and teachers!
With Practice More for the TAKS [grade 8, reading], you will strengthen your understanding of key concepts needed to
succeed on the TAKS exam, studying just the subject matter you need help with. You'll gain confidence by practicing and
exercising the skills learned in class, whether at home or school, alone or with friends and family to help. In Practice More
for the TAKS [grade 8, reading] students will understand the core test objectives of the Reading portion of the exam by: .
Demonstrating a basic understanding of culturally diverse written texts . Applying knowledge of the literary elements to
understand culturally diverse written texts . Using a variety of strategies to analyze culturally diverse written texts .
Applying critical-thinking skills to analyze culturally diverse written texts
The Best Prep Book to Help You Ace the STAAR Grade 6 Math Test! STAAR Grade 6 Math Prep 2020, which reflects
the 2020 STAAR grade 6 test guidelines, provides students with the confidence and math skills they need to ace the
STAAR Math test. This comprehensive Prep book with hundreds of examples, over 2,000 sample questions, and two full
length STAAR Grade 6 Math tests is all you will ever need to fully prepare for the STAAR Math. It will help you hone your
math skills, overcome your exam anxiety, and boost your confidence -- and do your best to succeed on the STAAR Math
Test. Whether you are intimidated by math, or even if you were the first to raise your hand in the Math classes, this book
can help you incorporate the most effective method and the right strategies to prepare for the STAAR Grade 6 Math test
successfully. STAAR Grade 6 Math Prep 2020 is a breakthrough in Math learning — offering a winning formula and the
most powerful methods for learning basic Math topics confidently. The surest way to succeed on STAAR Math Test is
with intensive practice in every math topic tested--and that's what you will get in STAAR Grade 6 Math Prep 2020. Each
chapter of this focused format has a comprehensive review created by Test Prep experts that goes into detail to cover all
of the content likely to appear on the STAAR Grade 6 Math test. Not only does this all-inclusive workbook offer
everything you will ever need to conquer STAAR Math test, it also contains two full-length and realistic STAAR Grade 6
Math tests that reflect the format and question types on the STAAR to help you check your exam-readiness and identify
where you need more practice. Inside the pages of this comprehensive prep book, students can learn math topics in a
structured manner with a complete study program to help them understand essential math skills. It also has many
exciting features, including: Content 100% aligned with the 2020 STAAR test Written by STAAR Math tutors and test
experts Complete coverage of all STAAR Grade 6 Math concepts and topics which you will be tested Step-by-step guide
for all STAAR Grade 6 Math topics Over 2,000 additional STAAR math practice questions in both multiple-choice and
grid-in formats with answers grouped by topic, so you can focus on your weak areas Abundant Math skill building
exercises to help test-takers approach different question types that might be unfamiliar to them 2 full-length practice tests
(featuring new question types) with detailed answers STAAR Grade 6 Math Prep 2020 is the only book you'll ever need
to master Basic Math topics! It can be used as a self–study course – you do not need to work with a Math tutor. (It can
also be used with a Math tutor) Ideal for self-study as well as for classroom usage. Get a copy of STAAR Grade 6 Math
Prep 2020 and beat Test! Published By: Effortless Math Education www.EffortlessMath.com
Though there has been a rapid increase of women’s representation in law and business, their representation in STEM
fields has not been matched. Researchers have revealed that there are several environmental and social barriers
including stereotypes, gender bias, and the climate of science and engineering departments in colleges and universities
that continue to block women’s progress in STEM. In this book, the authors address the issues that encounter women of
color in STEM in higher education.
High stakes tests are the gatekeepers to many educational and professional goals. As such, the incentive to cheat is
high. This Handbook is the first to offer insights from experts within the testing community, psychometricians, and
policymakers to identify and develop best practice guidelines for the design of test security systems for a variety of
testing genres. Until now this information was scattered and often resided inside testing companies. As a result, rather
than being able to learn from each other’s experiences, each testing entity was left to re-create their own test security
wheel. As a whole the book provides invaluable insight into the prevalence of cheating and “best practices” for designing
security plans, training personnel, and detecting and investigating misconduct, to help develop more secure testing
systems and reduce the likelihood of future security breaches. Actual case studies from a variety of settings bring to life
how security systems really work. Examples from both domestic and international programs are provided. Highlights of
coverage include: • Best practices for designing secure tests • Analysis of security vulnerabilities for all genres of testing
• Practical cheating prevention and detection strategies • Lessons learned in actual security violations in high profile
testing programs. Part I focuses on how tests are delivered for paper-and-pencil, technology-based, and classroom
testing and writing assessment. Each chapter addresses the prevalence of the problem and threats to security,
prevention, and detection. Part II addresses issues essential to maintaining a secure testing program such as planning
and monitoring, physical security, the detection of group-based cheating, investigating misconduct, and communicating
about security-related issues. Part III examines actual examples of cheating-- how the cheating was done, how it was
detected, and the lessons learned. Part III provides insight into security issues within each of the Association of Test
Publishers’ four divisions: certification/licensure, clinical, educational, and industrial/organizational testing. Part III’s
conclusion revisits the issues addressed in the case studies and identifies common themes. Intended for organizations,
professionals, educators, policy makers, researchers, and advanced students that design, develop, or use high stakes
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tests, this book is also ideal for graduate level courses on test development, educational measurement, or educational
policy.
This is part 2 of a 3 volume series for middle school students.
iexcl;Ayude a su nintilde;o a tener eacute;xito en los gravaacute;menes estatales de Tejas con el recurso de la premier usado por
los padres y los profesores! Con Praacute;ctica maacute;s para el TAKS [grade 6,math], usted consolidaraacute; su
comprensioacute;n de los conceptos dominantes necesarios para tener eacute;xito en el examen de TAKS, estudiando apenas el
tema que usted necesita ayuda con. Usted confianza del aumento del ll practicando y ejercitando las habilidades aprendioacute;
en clase, si en el paiacute;s o escuela, solamente o con los amigos y la familia ayudar. En la praacute;ctica maacute;s para el
TAKS [grade 6, math], los estudiantes comprenderaacute;n los objetivos baacute;sicos de la prueba de matemaacute;ticas si
pueden: . Demostrar comprensioacute;n de los nuacute;meros, las operaciones matemaacute;ticas y el razonamiento cuantitativo
. Demostrar comprensioacute;n de los patrones, las relaciones y del razonamiento algebraico . Demostrar comprensioacute;n de
la geometriacute;a y del razonamiento espacial . Demostrar comprensioacute;n de los conceptos y usos de la medicioacute;n .
Demostrar comprensioacute;n de la probabilidad y la estadiacute;stica . Demostrar comprensioacute;n de las estrategias y los
recursos matemaacute;ticos que se usan para resolver problemas
The purpose of this quantitative study was to identify performance differences on the TAKS mathematics assessments in grades
three through eight across race/ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status in the years 2004, 2007, and 2010. The guiding
research question was: What are the differences in mathematics achievement by mathematical objective as depicted by the Texas
achievement tests during the years 2004, 2007, and 2010? To respond to the guiding research question, three independent
studies were performed to examine race/ethnicity, gender, and socioeconomic status individually by mathematical objective.
Statistical analysis of variance (ANOVA) tests were performed for race/ethnicity and socioeconomic status at a .05 level of
significance. Independent samples t tests were administered to determine differences across gender. For study one, statistically
significant differences of objective means were identified across every grade and objective with the exception of objective five
(probability and statistics) in grade seven between Asian American students and African American students. Study two examined
gender and found that no statistically significant differences exist between male and female students. The findings of study two
identified that male students were scoring slightly higher across most objectives in 2004, but by 2010 scores between male and
female students were more equivalent with male students scoring slightly higher in grades three through five and female students
scoring slightly higher in grades six through eight. Study three examined TAKS mathematics data across socioeconomic identifiers
and found that significant differences were mostly found in grade three across all objectives between students not identified as
economically disadvantaged and students receiving free meals. After grade three, the number of significant differences drastically
decreases with all objectives except for objective six (mathematical processes and tools). Significant differences were present
across race/ethnicity and across socioeconomic status, but not across gender. An examination of within group data did not identify
any statistical significance.
For more than twenty years, the Insiders' Guide® series has been the essential source for in-depth travel and relocation
information—from true insiders whose personal, practical perspective gives you everything you need to know. “Everything is bigger
in Texas,” it’s said, and Houston is no exception. Spanning more than 600 square miles (with the suburbs adding another
9,000-plus), America’s fastest-growing city is a center of international trade, oil, aerospace, and education—and unparalleled
cultural, shopping, and dining opportunities. This authoritative guide will show you how to navigate this fabulous city. So whether
you are a longtime Houstonian, a new resident, or just passing through, prepare to meet with a whole host of treasures and quirks
just waiting to be discovered. Inside You’ll Find: • Countless details on how to live and thrive in the area, from the best shopping
to the lowdown on real estate • The inside scoop on popular attractions such as NASA’s Space Center Houston and the San
Jacinto Monument, and on events from the Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo to the International Festival and the Park-to-Park
Run • Comprehensive listings of restaurants, accommodations, and recreational opportunities • Sections dedicated to children,
education, and health care
The purpose of this study was to conduct a mid-cycle examination on the effects of a nonprofit organization's middle school
intervention program on sixth grade math TAKS scores at a suburban middle school in Houston, Texas. This study examined the
effectiveness of two of the project goals in the first year of a two-year implementation: Increased achievement for targeted cohort
students and all students in the sixth grade. The program consists of six components (baseline analysis of student data, targeted
collaboration among teachers and schools, performance coaching to improve teaching and learning, continuous assessment for
learning, family engagement, and extra instructional time and support to meet higher standards). Although scores did not improve
in the first year of implementation, this study evaluated the goal to improve student performance in middle school that leads to
increased success toward college and career readiness standards in high school.
"This comprehensive handbook reviews the major theoretical, methodological, and instructional advances that have occurred in
the field of learning disabilities. With contributions from leading researchers, the volume synthesizes a vast body of knowledge on
the nature of learning disabilities, their relationship to basic psychological and brain processes, and how students with these
difficulties can best be identified and treated. Findings are reviewed on ways to support student performance in specific skill
areas/m-/including language arts, math, science, and social studies/m-/as well as general principles of effective instruction that cut
across academic domains. Authoritative and up to date, the book also examines the concepts and methods that guide learning
disability research and identifies promising directions for future investigation"-The purpose of this study was to compare two models of educating females to determine if single-gender schools offered
advantages over the traditional coeducational setting in terms of passage rate. Single-gender schools were reported to enjoy,
among other benefits, a reduction in alternative discipline placements, a reduction in student dropouts, and increased attendance.
Therefore, the study examined these aspects as well. This study compared the four public single-gender middle schools currently
operating in Texas and females in four matching traditional coeducational public middle schools in Texas. Ethnicity, socioeconomic
status, English proficiency, and mobility have all been shown to impact student achievement. These factors were controlled for by
the selection of a comparison coeducational school that most closely matched each single-gender school on these variables for
use in the study. Data from only the females at the coeducational campus were included in the study. The study used the
percentage of females passing the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS), the alternative discipline placement rate,
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the dropout rate, and the attendance rate of the single-gender and coeducational campuses. In Texas, students in middle school
take the TAKS reading and mathematics tests in sixth, seventh, and eighth grades. The TAKS writing test is only administered in
seventh grade in middle school. The TAKS science and social studies tests are only given in the eighth grade in middle school.
The study netted mixed results. There were significant differences in favor of the single-gender schools found in the areas of sixth
grade mathematics, sixth grade overall passage rate, seventh grade mathematics, seventh grade overall passage rate, eighth
grade science, alternative discipline placements, and dropout rate. There were significant differences found in favor of the
coeducational schools in eighth grade reading, eighth grade mathematics, and eighth grade social studies. The academic results
were inconclusive but the dropout rate and alternative discipline placement rate showed single-gender education to be a viable
alternative, worthy of further exploration.
The purpose of this study was to examine teacher Levels of Technology Implementation (LoTi) self-ratings and student Texas Assessment of
Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) scores. The study assessed the relationship between LoTi ratings and TAKS scores of 6th, 7th, and 8th grade
students as reported in student records at Alamo Heights Independent School District (AHISD), San Antonio, Texas. The study determined
the degree to which teacher LoTi self-ratings were a predictor of success on student TAKS exam scores for English Language Arts and Math,
as reported in student records at Alamo Heights Independent School District, San Antonio, Texas. Further, the study examined whether
teacher self-reported LoTi ratings were a predictor of success on student TAKS exam scores for the variable of socioeconomic status as
reported in student records at Alamo Heights Independent School District, San Antonio, Texas. For the purpose of this study, school and
student performance analysis was restricted to the Alamo Heights Junior School in the Alamo Heights Independent School District, San
Antonio, Texas. The student data in the study derived from approximately 825 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who took the math TAKS test
in 2009 and approximately 946 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who took the English Language Arts (ELA) TAKS test in 2009. The research
findings for this study included: 1. In English Language Arts (ELA), a difference in achievement may be inferred between teacher LoTi levels
and ELA TAKS scores. 2. In math, a difference in achievement may be inferred between teacher LoTi levels and math TAKS scores. 3. There
was not a statistically significant difference between the teacher LoTi level and student mean scores on ELA TAKS for students in the low
SES category. 4. There was not a statistically significant difference between the teacher LoTi level and student mean scores on math TAKS
for students in the low SES category.
The Journal of School Public Relations is a quarterly publication providing research, analysis, case studies and descriptions of best practices
in six critical areas of school administration: public relations, school and community relations, community education, communication, conflict
management/resolution, and human resources management. Practitioners, policymakers, consultants and professors rely on the Journal for
cutting-edge ideas and current knowledge. Articles are a blend of research and practice addressing contemporary issues ranging from
passing bond referenda to building support for school programs to integrating modern information.
State Assessment Policy and Practice for English Language Learners presents three significant studies, each examining a different aspect of
states' strategies for including English language learners in state assessments. *an Analysis of State Assessment Policies Regarding
Accommodations for English Language Learners; *a Survey and Description of Test Translation Practices; and *an Examination of State
Practices for Reporting Participation and Performance of English Language Learners in State Assessments. With the rise in population of
English language learners and the subsequent stepped-up legislative focus on this student population over the past decade, states have
been challenged to include English language learners in state assessment programs. Until now, the little data available on states' policies and
practices for meeting this challenge has been embedded in various reports and professional journals and scattered across the Internet. This
volume offers, for the first time, a focused examination of states' assessment policies and practices regarding English language learners. The
three studies were supported by OELA, the U.S. Department of Education's Office of English Language Acquisition, Language Enhancement,
and Academic Achievement for Limited English Proficient Students. State Assessment Policy and Practice for English Language Learners is
of interest to researchers and professionals involved with the assessment of English language learners; state- and district-level policy
makers; and academics, teacher educators, and graduate students in a number of fields, including educational and psychological
assessment, testing and measurement, bilingual education, English as a second language, and second language acquisition.
Test with success using Florida Test Prep! This book features essential test practice in reading, math, and language for students in grade 6
and provides the most comprehensive strategies for effective FCAT test preparation. Today, more than ever, students need to be equipped
with the skills required for school achievement and success on proficiency tests. The book includes suggestions for parents and teachers,
answer keys, progress charts, self-assessment exercises, and scoring rubrics. This 160-page book aligns with state and national standards,
is perfect for use at home or in school, and is favored by parents, homeschoolers, and teachers.
The purpose of this study was to assess learning in sixth grade students' by gain scores in science and mathematics while participating in the
integrative curriculum modules developed by the Partnership for Environmental Education and Rural Health (PEER) Program. The PEER
Program is a collaboration between the College of Education and Applied Sciences, and the College of Veterinary Medicine at Texas A & M
University. Two Integrated Curricular Modules provided the experimental treatment in this study. The alliance of the PEER Program and
Texas A & M University has developed a middle school integrated curriculum based on sixth grade mathematics, science, English, reading
and social studies TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills)-based objectives. This multimedia curriculum incorporates the five
disciplines into an adventure narrative featuring characters similar in dynamics to its targeted population, with problem-solving activities
aimed to spark learning interests of students and emphasize skill development. Integrated learning allows students an alternative method to
traditional or conventional ways of learning by conceptualizing the subject matter into more than one medium. Selected students who
participated in this study were pre-tested with Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS)-related instrumentation based on TEKS
objectives. Their scores were recorded and some students were then selected to participate as the treatment group where they were taught
the PEER Program?s integrated curriculum, patterned to correspond to TEKS? objectives. Post-tests were administered to both groups, and
gain scores were collected to evaluate and determine if there was evidence that the PEER Program was successful in improving the mastery
of the TEKS objectives in mathematics and science. Results varied in this study with findings that supported the notions that the integrated
PEER experimental modules had a positive, negative, and no effect on the experimental populations compared to the control, or untreated
population. It is inconclusive to whether the integrated modules were effective in raising and improving test scores based on the preparatory
curriculum. Inconsistencies in the results from this study imply that further research is needed.
This book has more than 300 highest quality real STAAR based problems. This comprehension review is divided into 4 main categories of
STAAR Math exam: * Numbers, Operations and Quantitative Reasoning * Patterns, Relationships and Algebraic Reasoning * Geometry,
Measurement and Spatial Reasoning * Data Analysis and Personal Financial Literacy Key benefits of practicing this book: * The 4 individual
domains help the parents to identify the main area of Mathematics where child is falling behind. * STAAR based problems master every
section * Covers all the skills assessed on the real test * Contains the same style and format as the real STAAR test * Build confidence by
practicing all required skills before the test * Covers the new revised TEKS for Mathematics standards There is an answer key at the end of
each section to help parents do a quick check.
Help your child succeed on the Texas statewide assessments with the premiere resource used by parents and teachers! With Practice More
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for the TAKS [grade 6, math], you will strengthen your understanding of key concepts needed to succeed on the TAKS exam, studying just
the subject matter you need help with. You'll gain confidence by practicing and exercising the skills learned in class, whether at home or
school, alone or with friends and family to help. In Practice More for the TAKS [grade 6, math] students will understand the core test
objectives of the Mathematics portion of the exam by: . Demonstrating an understanding of numbers, operations and quantitative reasoning .
Demonstrating an understanding of patterns, relationships, and algebraic reasoning . Demonstrating an understanding of geometry and
spatial reasoning . Demonstrating an understanding of the concepts and uses of measurement . Demonstrating an understanding of
probability and statistics . Demonstrating an understanding of the mathematical processes and tools used in problem solving
REA ... Real review, Real practice, Real results. REA's Texas Grade 8 TAKS Math Study Guide! Fully aligned with the Texas Core
Curriculum Standards Are you prepared to excel on this state high-stakes assessment exam? * Take the diagnostic Pretests and find out
what you know and what you should know * Use REA's advice and tips to ready yourself for proper study and practice Sharpen your
knowledge and skills * The book's full subject review refreshes knowledge, covers all topics on the official exam, and includes numerous
examples, diagrams, and charts to illustrate and reinforce key math lessons * Smart and friendly lessons reinforce necessary skills * Key
tutorials enhance specific abilities needed on the test * Targeted drills increase comprehension and help organize study * Color icons and
graphics highlight important concepts and tasks Practice for real * Create the closest experience to test-day conditions with a full-length
practice Posttest * Chart your progress with detailed explanations of each answer * Boost confidence with test-taking strategies and focused
drills Ideal for Classroom, Family, or Solo Test Preparation! REA has helped generations of students study smart and excel on the important
tests. REA’s study guides for state-required exams are teacher-recommended and written by experts who have mastered the test.
Revised second edition aligned for the 2008-2009 testing cycle, with a full index. REA's new Mathematics test prep for the required Texas
Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) high school exit-level exam provides all the instruction and practice students need to excel. The
book's review features all test objectives, including Numbers and Operations; Equations and Inequalities; Functions; Geometry and Spatial
Sense; Measurement; Data Analysis and Probability; and Problem Solving. Includes 2 full-length practice tests, detailed explanations to all
answers, a study guide, and test-taking strategies to boost confidence. DETAILS: -Fully aligned with the official state exam -2 full-length
practice tests pinpoint weaknesses and measure progress - Drills help students organize, comprehend, and practice - Lessons enhance
necessary mathematics skills -Confidence-building strategy and tips to boost test-day readiness REA … Real review, Real practice, Real
results
After billions of dollars, thousands of studies, and immeasurable effort by educators at all levels, why is the performance of students and
teachers so unaffected by technology? Moreover, what should be done to extract genuine benefit from the information and communication
technology (ICT) revolution? In this groundbreaking book, technology and education experts Alan Bain and Mark Weston provide researchbased evidence for how the widespread application of ICT can provide powerful learning opportunities that lead to lasting gains and
achievement. They show how the integrated use of technology at all levels of the educational system can greatly expand collaborative
learning opportunities by giving all educational stakeholders powerful problem-solving tools and solutions. The approaches presented here
are grounded in over twenty years of experience working with classroom teachers, school leaders, association members, and policymakers.
Extracts from the text: "Why are fifteen million children and youth in poverty not achieving when we know that low-income students excel in
the classrooms of “star” teachers (who comprise approximately 8 percent of the teaching force)?" "Whose needs or interests are being met
in education reform today?" “In my own institution, there has not been a systematic assessment of the effectiveness of the basic teacher
education program since the institution was founded over a century ago as a teachers college. Imagine, not one ever!” "Teachers who
empathize with students and the life challenges they face soon realize that the dysfunctional bureaucracies will not permit them to meet the
needs of their students. Half of the starry-eyed beginners are gone in five years or less." "Why does teacher education focus on the
managerial, instrumental or delivery system aspects of the profession?" "The expert advice dispensed by schools of education regarding
what future teachers should do is not connected to any theory of learning, or to any reality of life in school classrooms." "Why has the
recruitment process resulted in a cohort of teachers who are unable to connect with their students?" "Does a qualified teacher equate to a
quality teacher?" "The best hope of getting more effective teachers from university teacher preparation programs is to base their budgets on
the number of their graduates who serve in challenging schools and their effectiveness with children and youth. At the district level, the
salaries of hiring officials should be based on how well these officials identify and retain quality teachers." In this book, 12 distinguished
scholars provide a hard-hitting, thoroughly researched, historical and theoretical critique of our schools of education, and offer clear
recommendations on what must be done to ensure all children can achieve their potential, and contribute to a vibrant, democratic society.
A team of expert academics and practitioners examines the life circumstances that impact Latino/a youth growing up in two cultures—their
native culture and that of the United States. • Chapters from leading researchers across the United States who study Latino children and
youth • A glossary • A bibliography

With increasing public school accountability and inevitable legislation in the future of the school finance system,
educational productivity is of paramount concern in 2006 and beyond. This study of educational productivity adds to the
field of research by examining the relationship between resource allocation in a school district and student performance.
PURPOSE: This study examined the relationship between allocation of resources and individual student achievement as
measured by state-mandated assessments over a four year period. Four research questions guided the inquiry: 1) What
is the relationship between expenditures on district leadership and student achievement for K-12 public school districts in
Texas as measured by the Reading and Mathematics Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS) at grades 3, 4,
5, and 6 over four academic years, 2002-2003 through 2005-2006? 2) What is the relationship between expenditures on
campus leadership and student achievement for K-12 public school districts in Texas as measured by the Reading and
Mathematics TAKS at grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 over four academic years, 2002-2003 through 2005-2006? 3) What is the
relationship between expenditures on instruction and student achievement for K-12 public school districts in Texas as
measured by the Reading and Mathematics TAKS at grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 over four academic years, 2002-2003 through
2005-2006? 4) What is the relationship between expenditures on professional development and student achiement for
K-12 public school districts in Texas as measured by the Reading and Mathematics TAKS at grades 3, 4, 5, and 6 over
four academic years, 2002-2003 through 2005-2006? METHODS: Data from 8,120 students within 43 districts across the
state of Texas who participated in TAKS math and reading in grades three, four, five, and six for school years 2002-2003
through 2005-2006 were used in the analyses. Data was obtained from each of the 43 participating districts. Financial
data for school years 2002-2003 through 2005-2006 was obtained online from the Texas Education Agency (TEA).
Descriptive statistics and One Way Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) were used to examine the relationships between
expenditures and reading and math achievement. A multilevel growth model was calculated to explain the amount of
variation at the campus or student level as well as the district level. FINDINGS: Results of this study support the mixed
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findings of previous research in that some expenditures impact achievement and some do not. By categorizing percent of
a district budget expended on each fund area into low, median, and high, results revealed that there is a difference
between how much districts spent for district leadership and both reading and math achievement over the time period of
this study, 2002-2003 through 2005-2006. Results of the multilevel growth modeling revealed that students who were
coded low socioeconomic status (SES) started lower for both math and reading achievement. Additionally, low SES
students' scores for math and reading achievement actually declined three to five points for each year of the study.
Expenditures on district leadership had no effect on reading or math achievement over the time of this study. Results for
expenditures on campus leadership revealed that districts who spent more on campus leadership started slightly lower
on reading achievement but there was no effect on growth over time. For math achievement, districts who spent more on
campus leadership began 62 points higher, but declined about 48 points for each year of the study. In regard to
expenditures on instruction, there was no effect for math achievement. However, for reading achievement, districts who
spent more on instruction started slightly higher, but there was no effect over the time of the study. Districts who
expended higher percentages of the budget on professional development had higher starting points for grade three TAKS
reading. However, those same districts started slightly lower for grade three TAKS math. While expenditures examined in
this study had some effect on student achievement, expenditures at the district level are too far removed to reveal the
true effects on individual student achievement.
The U.S.-Mexico Border Region is among the poorest geographical areas in the United States. The region has been long
characterized by dual development, poor infrastructure, weak schools, health disparities and low-wage employment.
More recently, the region has been affected by the violence associated with a drug and crime war in Mexico. The premise
of this book is that the U.S.-Mexico Border Region is subject to systematic oppression and that the so-called social
pathologies that we see in the region are by-products of social and economic injustice in the form of labor exploitation,
environmental racism, immigration militarism, institutional sexism and discrimination, health inequities, a political
economy based on low-wage labor, and the globalization of labor and capital. The chapters address a variety of
examples of injustice in the areas of environment, health disparity, migration unemployment, citizenship, women and
gender violence, mental health, and drug violence. The book proposes a pathway to development.
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