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A Black Theology Of Liberation James H Cone
—What is black theology? —What can black theology teach the evangelical church? —What is
the future of black theology? These are the questions Bruce Fields addresses in Introducing
Black Theology. Defining black theology as a theology of liberation offers insights into the
history, future, and nature of black theology. Black theology developed in response to
widespread racism and bigotry in the Christian church and seeks to understand the social and
historical experiences of African Americans in light of their Christian confession. Fields
discusses sources, hermeneutics, and implications of black theology and reflects upon the
function and responsibilities of black theologians. This concise, accessible introduction to black
theology draws upon history, hermeneutics, culture, and scripture and will create a dialogue of
respect and reconciliation between blacks and whites within the evangelical church.
"The introduction to this edition by Cornel West was originally published in Dwight N. Hopkins,
ed., Black Faith and Public Talk: Critical Essays on James H. Cone's Black Theology & Black
Power (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1999; reprinted 2007 by Baylor University Press)."
Black theology as a discipline emerged in 1960s America, growing out of the experiences of
Black people of the African Diaspora as they sought to re-interpret the central ideas of
Christianity in light of struggle and oppression. However, a form of Black theology has been
present in Britain since the time of slavery. 'Black Theology in Britain' offers the first
comprehensive survey of Black theology, tracing its development in Britain from the eighteenth
century to today. The essays cover a wide range of topics: Black Liberation; drama as a
medium for Black theology; the perspective of Black women; Black theology in the pulpit and
pastoral care; and the work of Robert Beckford and Anthony Reddie. 'Black Theology in Britain'
is a key resource for students of British history, cultural studies, Black theology, and religious
studies.
Black Theology, Slavery and Contemporary Christianity explores the legacy of slavery in Black
theological terms. Challenging the dominant approaches to the history and legacy of slavery in
the British Empire, the contributors show that although the 1807 act abolished the slave trade,
it did not end racism, notions of White supremacy, or the demonization of Blackness, Black
people and Africa. This interdisciplinary study draws on biblical studies, history, missiology and
Black theological reflection, exploring the strengths and limitations of faith as the framework for
abolitionist rhetoric and action. This Black theological approach to the phenomenon of the
trans-Atlantic slave trade and the institution of slavery draws on contributions from Africa, the
Caribbean, North America and Europe.
A Common Journey provides the first comprehensive critical comparison of two of theology's
most influential movements: Black theology in the United States (BTUSA) and Latin American
liberation theology (LALT). The near-simultaneous emergence and growth of these two
movements is only the most obvious of the similarities between them. More importantly, both
have fostered a new theology from the perspective of the disenfranchised, the powerless, and
the oppressed.
Since Cone's Black Theology and Black Power was first published in 1969, he has been
recognized as one of the most creative contemporary black theologians. Roundly criticized by
white theologians, the book and Cone's subsequent writings nevertheless gave voice and
viability to the developing black theological movement of the late 1960s. Despite his influence
on the African American religious community, scholars have written very little about his works,
in part because of the sharp rhetoric and polemics of his first two books. Discussed here are
some of his major writings, from his first essay, Christianity and Black Power (1968), through
the major work Martin & Malcolm & America (1991). The systematic development of his
themes (social and economic analysis, black sexism, relations between black, feminist, and socalled third-world theologies, etc.) is fully explained.
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This book explores liberation theology, a fusion of Christian theology and socio-economic
theory, which stresses "Social concern for the poor and political liberation of oppressed
peoples." Liberation theology became Latin American theologians' political practice, such as
Gustavo Gutiérrez, Leonardo Boff, and Jesuits Juan Luis Seg and Jesuits Juan Luis Seg in the
1960s after the Second Vatican Council. In 1968 and shortly afterward, General Pedro Arrupe
selected "Justice in the World" for the World Synod of Catholic Bishops 1971. liberation
theologies have formed in other areas of the globe, such as the U.S. and South Africa black
theology, Palestinian liberation theology, India's Dalit theology, and South Korea's Minjung
theology. Although the Medellín text is not a document of liberation theology, it laid the
foundations for most of it, and liberation theology developed rapidly in the Latin American
Catholic Church after it was written. Robin Nagle argues that the theology of liberation is
inadequate for genuine social reform. Anthropologist Manuel Vasquez argues that the theology
of liberation introduced by CEBs produces a double impact since it gives the theological
rationale for the opposition and acts to coordinate resistance. In the intellectual fusion between
liberation theology and Sandinismo, the influence of liberation theologians within the FSLN
regime, and the interrelated support for liberation theology and the FSLN within the Nicaraguan
population, ranging from metropolitan people to eccentric residents, this partnership, which
reached its height in the early years of FSLN rule following the Nicaraguan Revolution, is
observed. Voices of black liberation theology and female liberation theology are also found
more or less around the same period as the original Latin American liberation theology
publications. Black theology aims to free communities of color from different political, societal,
economic, and theological subjugation and sees Christian theology as a salvation theology-"a
rational study of the being of God in the world considering the existential situation of an
oppressed community, relating the forces of liberation to the essence of the Gospel, which is
Jesus Christ," writes Jam.

Liberation theology is widely referred to in discussions of politics and religion but not
always adequately understood. The second edition of this Companion brings the story
of the movement's continuing importance and impact up to date. Additional essays,
which complement those in the original edition, expand upon the issues by dealing with
gender and sexuality and the important matter of epistemology. In the light of a more
conservative ethos in Roman Catholicism, and in theology generally, liberation theology
is often said to have been an intellectual movement tied to a particular period of
ecumenical and political theology. These essays indicate its continuing importance in
different contexts and enable readers to locate its distinctive intellectual ethos within the
evolving contextual and cultural concerns of theology and religious studies. This book
will be of interest to students of theology as well as to sociologists, political theorists
and historians.
A comprehensive look at black theology and its connection with major doctrinal themes
within Christianity from a global perspective.
Risks of Faith offers for the first time the best of noted theologian James H. Cone's
essays, including several new pieces. Representing the breadth of his life's work, this
collection opens with the birth of black theology, explores its relationship to issues of
violence, the developing world, and the theological touchstone embodied in AfricanAmerican spirituals. Also included here is Cone's seminal work on the theology of
Martin Luther King, Jr., and the philosophy of Malcolm X, and a compelling examination
of their contribution to the roots of black theology. Far-reaching and provocative, Risks
of Faith is a must-read for anyone interesting in religion and its political and social
impact on our time.
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A Black Theology of LiberationOrbis Books
When the beliefs of Barack Obama's former pastor, Rev. Jeremiah Wright, assumed
the spotlight during the 2008 presidential campaign, the influence of black liberation
theology became hotly debated not just within theological circles but across cultural
lines. How many of today's African-American congregations-and how many Americans
in general-have been shaped by its view of blacks as perpetual victims of white
oppression? In this interdisciplinary, biblical critique of the black experience in America,
Anthony Bradley introduces audiences to black liberation theology and its spiritual and
social impact. He starts with James Cone's proposition that the "victim" mind-set is
inherent within black consciousness. Bradley then explores how such biblical
misinterpretation has historically hindered black churches in addressing the diverse
issues of their communities and prevented adherents from experiencing the freedoms
of the gospel. Yet Liberating Black Theology does more than consider the ramifications
of this belief system; it suggests an alternate approach to the black experience that can
truly liberate all Christ-followers.
With the publication of his two early works, Black Theology & Black Power (1969) and A
Black Theology of Liberation (1970), James Cone emerged as one of the most creative
and provocative theological voices in North America. These books, which offered a
searing indictment of white theology and society, introduced a radical reappraisal of the
Christian message for our time. Combining the visions of Malcolm X and Martin Luther
King, Jr., Cone radically reappraised Christianity from the perspective of the oppressed
black community in North America. Forty years later, his work retains its original power,
enhanced now by reflections on the evolution of his own thinking and of black theology
and on the needs of the present moment.
A timely and necessary revitalization of the traditions of Black Sociology and critical
demography accomplished by bringing the two together as Africana Demography.
Named an Honor Book for Nonfiction by the Black Caucus of the American Library Association
African American theology has a long and important history. With modern roots in the civil
rights movements of the 1960s, African American theology has gone beyond issues of justice
and social transformation to participate in broader dialogues of theological inquiry. The Oxford
Handbook of African American Theology brings together leading scholars in the field to offer a
critical and comprehensive analysis of this theological tradition in its many forms and contexts.
Using an interdisciplinary approach, this Oxford Handbook examines the nature, structures,
and functions of African American Theology. The volume surveys the field by highlighting its
sources, doctrines, internal debates, current challenges, and future prospects in order to
present key topics related to the wider palette of Black Religion in a sustained scholarly format.
This formative collection presents current scholarship on African American Theology and
scripture, eschatology, Christology, womanist theology, sexuality, ontology, the global
economy, and much more. The contributors represent a diverse set of faith perspectives,
adding to the layered discourses within the volume. These essays further important
discussions on the pressing debates and challenges that shape black and womanist
theologies.
Mediating Black religious studies, spirituality studies, and liberation theology, Philip Butler
explores what might happen if Black people in the United States merged technology and
spirituality in their fight towards materializing liberating realities. The discussions shaping what
it means for humans to exist with technology and as part of technology are already underway:
transhumanism suggests that any use of technology to augment intellectual, psychological, or
physical capability makes one transhuman. In an attempt to encourage Black people in the
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United States to become technological progenitors as a spiritual act, Butler asks whether
anyone has ever been 'just' human? Butler then explores the implications of this question and
its link to viewing the body as technology. Re-imagining incarnation as a relationship between
vitality, biochemistry, and genetics, the book also takes a critical scientific approach to
understanding the biological embodiment of Black spiritual practices. It shows how current and
emerging technologies might align with the generative biological states of Black spiritualities in
order to concretely disrupt and dismantle oppressive societal structures.
This autobiographical work is truly the capstone to the career of the man widely regarded as
the "Father of Black Theology." Dr. Cone, a distinguished professor at Union Theological
Seminary, died April 27, 2018. During the 1960s and O70s he argued for racial justice and an
interpretation of the Christian Gospel that elevated the voices of the oppressed.ssed.
First released in 1971, Liberation and Reconciliation presents a constructive statement that
argues for a balance between the quest for liberation and the need for reconciliation in blackwhite relations. Examining biblical and theological themes from the perspectives of black
experience, the book focuses on enlisting all humans of goodwill - black or white - in the cause
of racial justice. Roberts concludes that nonviolent reconciliation is the best response to racial
oppression. This groundbreaking work, now a classic in the field, is recognized as one of the
first texts to move conversations within black theology beyond what black theologians were
against toward what the movement sought to affirm.
Looks at the history of Black theology, discusses its relationship to white and liberation
theology, and identifies new directions for Black churches to take in the eighties
A book that reviews the principles of modern Black Theology, its roots and contributions to the
Christian world. It also discusses what challenges Black theologians face in their minister and
their religious communities.
First published in 1969, "Black Theology & Black Power" provided the first systematic
presentation of black theology. Relating the militant struggle for liberation with the gospel
message of salvation, James Cone laid the foundation for an original interpretation of
Christianity that retains its urgency and challenge today.

As a religious and social phenomenon Methodism engages with a number of
disciplines including history, sociology, gender studies and theology. Methodist
energy and vitality have intrigued, and continue to fascinate scholars. This
Companion brings together a team of respected international scholars writing on
key themes in World Methodism to produce an authoritative and state-of-the-art
review of current scholarship, mapping the territory for future research. Leading
scholars examine a range of themes including: the origins and genesis of
Methodism; the role and significance of John Wesley; Methodism’s emergence
within the international and transatlantic evangelical revival of the EighteenthCentury; the evolution and growth of Methodism as a separate denomination in
Britain; its expansion and influence in the early years of the United States of
America; Methodists’ roles in a range of philanthropic and social movements
including the abolition of slavery, education and temperance; the character of
Methodism as both conservative and radical; its growth in other cultures and
societies; the role of women as leaders in Methodism, both acknowledged and
resisted; the worldwide spread of Methodism and its enculturation in America,
Asia and Africa; the development of distinctive Methodist theologies in the last
three centuries; its role as a progenitor of the Holiness and Pentecostal
movements, and the engagement of Methodists with other denominations and
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faiths across the world. This major companion presents an invaluable resource
for scholars worldwide; particularly those in the UK, North America, Asia and
Latin America.
Cone explores two classic aspects of African-American culture--the spirituals and
the blues. He tells the captivating story of how slaves and the children of slaves
used this music to affirm their essential humanity in the face of oppression. The
blues are shown to be a "this-worldly" expression of cultural and political
rebellion. The spirituals tell about the "attempt to carve out a significant existence
in a very trying situation".
A landmark in the conversation about race and religion in America. "They put him
to death by hanging him on a tree." Acts 10:39 The cross and the lynching tree
are the two most emotionally charged symbols in the history of the African
American community. In this powerful new work, theologian James H. Cone
explores these symbols and their interconnection in the history and souls of black
folk. Both the cross and the lynching tree represent the worst in human beings
and at the same time a thirst for life that refuses to let the worst determine our
final meaning. While the lynching tree symbolized white power and "black death,"
the cross symbolizes divine power and "black life" God overcoming the power of
sin and death. For African Americans, the image of Jesus, hung on a tree to die,
powerfully grounded their faith that God was with them, even in the suffering of
the lynching era. In a work that spans social history, theology, and cultural
studies, Cone explores the message of the spirituals and the power of the blues;
the passion and of Emmet Till and the engaged vision of Martin Luther King, Jr.;
he invokes the spirits of Billie Holliday and Langston Hughes, Fannie Lou Hamer
and Ida B. Well, and the witness of black artists, writers, preachers, and fighters
for justice. And he remembers the victims, especially the 5,000 who perished
during the lynching period. Through their witness he contemplates the greatest
challenge of any Christian theology to explain how life can be made meaningful
in the face of death and injustice.
This work is a product of the Civil Rights and Black Power movements in America
during the 1960's. Black Theology & Black Power is James H. Cone's initial
attempt to identify liberation as the heart of the Christian gospel, and blackness
as the primary mode of God's presence. As he explains in an introduction written
for this edition, "I wanted to speak on behalf of the voiceless black masses in the
name of Jesus whose gospel I believed had been greatly distorted by the
preaching and theology of white churches."--Publisher's description.
Theology has a rich tradition across the African continent, and has taken myriad
directions since Christianity first arrived on its shores. This handbook charts both
historical developments and contemporary issues in the formation and
application of theologies across the member countries of the African Union.
Written by a panel of expert international contributors, chapters firstly cover the
various methodologies needed to carry out such a survey. Various theological
movements and themes are then discussed, as well as biblical and doctrinal
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issues pertinent to African theology. Subjects addressed include: • Orality and
theology • Indigenous religions and theology • Patristics • Pentecostalism •
Liberation theology • Black theology • Social justice • Sexuality and theology •
Environmental theology • Christology • Eschatology • The Hebrew Bible and the
New Testament The Routledge Handbook of African Theology is an authoritative
and comprehensive survey of the theological landscape of Africa. As such, it will
be a hugely useful volume to any scholar interested in African religious dynamics,
as well as academics of Theology or Biblical Studies in an African context.
Reexamines the ideology of the two most prominent leaders of the civil rights
movement of the 1960s
THE STUDENT’S COMPANION TO THE THEOLOGIANS
An accessible introduction to Black Theology, helping readers understand the
inherited legacy of 'race', ethnicity, difference and racism, as well as the diversity
and vibrancy of this movement.
Kornegay's brilliant and insightful use of James Baldwin's literary genius offers a
way forward that promises to overcome the divide between religion and sexuality
that is of crucial importance not only for black church and theology but for sociopolitical-religious and theological discourse generally.
On November 16, 2017, Pope Francis tweeted, "Poverty is not an accident. It has
causes that must be recognized and removed for the good of so many of our
brothers and sisters." With this statement and others like it, the first Latin
American pope was associated, in the minds of many, with a stream of theology
that swept the Western hemisphere in the 1960s and 70s, the movement known
as liberation theology. Born of chaotic cultural crises in Latin America and the
United States, liberation theology was a trans-American intellectual movement
that sought to speak for those parts of society marginalized by modern politics
and religion by virtue of race, class, or sex. Led by such revolutionaries as the
Peruvian Catholic priest Gustavo Gutiérrez, the African American theologian
James Cone, or the feminists Mary Daly and Rosemary Radford Ruether, the
liberation theology movement sought to bridge the gulf between the religious
values of justice and equality and political pragmatism. It combined theology with
strands of radical politics, social theory, and the history and experience of
subordinated groups to challenge the ideas that underwrite the hierarchical
structures of an unjust society. Praised by some as a radical return to early
Christian ethics and decried by others as a Marxist takeover, liberation theology
has a wide-raging, cross-sectional history that has previously gone
undocumented. In The World Come of Age, Lilian Calles Barger offers for the first
time a systematic retelling of the history of liberation theology, demonstrating how
a group of theologians set the stage for a torrent of new religious activism that
challenged the religious and political status quo.
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