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"Alarming and hilarious as two cultures meet at the court of
President Buchanan." - Gore Vidal
For more than one hundred years, the Japanese Garden at
the Huntington has served as a bellwether for the West's
engagement with Asian culture. With its distinctive moon
bridge, wisteria arbors, koi-filled ponds, bonsai courts,
bamboo forest, and historical Japanese House, this nine-acre
garden has captivated visitors so much that it has become
one of the most photographed spots in Southern California.
This lavishly illustrated volume explores the garden's history,
from its development for the Huntington estate as a display of
fashionable, cultivated taste, to its quiet deterioration and
neglect during World War II, to its resurgence in the 1950s as
a showcase for Japanese culture and garden arts. Just
before its centennial, the garden and its Japanese House
underwent a comprehensive renovation. The highlight of its
new features is a ceremonial teahouse, Seifu-an (Arbor of
Pure Breeze), set within a traditionally landscaped tea
garden. Contributors: Kendall H. Brown, James Folsom,
Naomi Hirahara, Robert Hori, Kelly Sutherlin McLeod, FAIA
This book, first published in 1962, recounts all known cases
of holdouts, or stragglers, from the Imperial Japanese army
on islands in the Pacific following the end of World War II.
With their empire defeated, this book is a gripping account
told from the survivors’ perspective, detailing the stragglers’
struggle for survival as they turned to theft, pillage—and even
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cannibalism.
Hiroshima is the story of six people--a clerk, a widowed
seamstress, a physician, a Methodist minister, a young
surgeon, and a German Catholic priest--who lived through the
greatest single manmade disaster in history. In vivid and
indelible prose, Pulitzer Prize-winner John Hersey traces the
stories of these half-dozen individuals from 8:15 a.m. on
August 6, 1945, when Hiroshima was destroyed by the first
atomic bomb ever dropped on a city, through the hours and
days that followed. Almost four decades after the original
publication of this celebrated book, Hersey went back to
Hiroshima in search of the people whose stories he had told,
and his account of what he discovered is now the eloquent
and moving final chapter of Hiroshima.
The decade of the 1960s encompassed a "New Wave" of
films whose makers were rebels, challenging cinematic
traditions and the culture at large. The films of the New Wave
in Japan have, until now, been largely overlooked. Eros plus
Massacre (taking its title from a 1969 Yoshida Yoshishige
film) is the first major study devoted to the examination and
explanation of Japanese New Wave film. Desser organizes
his volume around the defining motifs of the New Wave.
Chapters examine in depth such themes as youth, identity,
sexuality, and women, as they are revealed in the Japanese
film of the sixties. Desser's research in Japanese film
archives, his interviews with major figures of the movement,
and his keen insight into Japanese culture combine to offer a
solid and balanced analysis of films by Oshima, Shinoda,
Imamura, Yoshida, Suzuki, and others.
"Substantially the book that devotees of the director have
been waiting for: a full-length critical work about Ozu's life,
career and working methods, buttressed with reproductions of
pages from his notebooks and shooting scripts, numerous
quotes from co-workers and Japanese critics, a great many
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unusually detailed filmography."—Sight and
Sound Yasujiro Ozu, the man whom his kinsmen consider the
most Japanese for all film directors, had but one major
subject, the Japanese family, and but one major theme, its
dissolution. The Japanese family in dissolution figures in
every one of his fifty-three films. In his later pictures, the
whole world exists in one family, the characters are family
members rather than members of a society, and the ends of
the earth seem no more distant than the outside of the house.
Donald Richie, whose earlier works have done so much to
introduce Japanese cinema to the West, has here written the
first introduction to Japanese film. Written in a highly
accessible style, this up-to-date history offers a study of those
qualities which make a film distinctly Japanese. It will be an
invaluable resource to students of film appreciation, as well
as to readers with an interest in Japan.
The investigations undertaken in the pursuit of knowledge by
the first overseas Japanese travellers during the 1860s and
70s have left a unique record of life in the then unknown
west. Leaving behind a homeland culturally isolated for more
than 200 years, these samurai travellers were especially
fascinated by the extent of British political and commercial
influence they observed during their travels, and therefore
paid particularly close attention to the Victorian world and
recorded all they saw in minute detail. Their diaries and
'travelogues' comprise the single largest body of material on
Victorian society to be recorded in any non-European
language. This book examines the nature of these travellers'
experiences and their perceptions of Victorian Britain. A
deeper understanding of this rich source material is important
because, although entirely unknown to British readers, the
documents reveal one of the most spectacular culture shocks
ever recorded in World History. They are also important
because the images of Victorian and other western societies
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that they
portrayed
to the Japanese reading public in the late
nineteenth century still underpin Japanese understanding of
the outside world more than a hundred years later.

Illustrated survey of the backgrounds, manufacturing
methods, designs and motifs, characteristic styles
and shapes, and influences of post-1868 Japanese
domestic and export porcelain and ceramic wares
Sure to be a classic, Donald Richie's concise,
profound insights into the mysteries of Japanese
Beginning in the early days of Japanese history, this
book traces the rise and fall of the warrior class over
the space of a millennium, from the days of the birth
of the Japanese nation through centuries of
feudalism to the establishment of the western model
of democracy in the late nineteenth century.
Focusing on major battles fought by these warriors
over a thousand years of Japanese history, the book
covers the major engagements of the Heian period;
the battles of the Kamakura bakufu and the Mongol
invasions of Japan; the medieval period of divided
Japan; the Warring State's period; Toyotomi
Hideyoshi's two invasions of Korea; and the Meiji
restoration and the Boshin War. Brilliantly illustrated
with maps and period illustrations of the battles and
people concerned, this book will inform and elucidate
the complexities of Japanese history.
**Winner of the 2015 Gelett Burgess Award for Best
Intercultural Book** **Winner of the 2015 Silver
Evergreen Medal for World Peace** This true
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children's story is told by a little bonsai tree, called
Miyajima, that lived with the same family in the
Japanese city of Hiroshima for more than 300 years
before being donated to the National Arboretum in
Washington DC in 1976 as a gesture of friendship
between America and Japan to celebrate the
American Bicentennial. From the Book: "In 1625,
when Japan was a land of samurai and castles, I
was a tiny pine seedling. A man called Itaro Yamaki
picked me from the forest where I grew and took me
home with him. For more than three hundred years,
generations of the Yamaki family trimmed and
pruned me into a beautiful bonsai tree. In 1945, our
household survived the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima. In 1976, I was donated to the National
Arboretum in Washington D.C., where I still live
today—the oldest and perhaps the wisest tree in the
bonsai museum."
For film lovers and scholars, an essential resource
and reference guide.
This collection of Japanese fairy tales is the outcome
of a suggestion made to me indirectly through a
friend by Mr. Andrew Lang. They have been
translated from the modern version written by
Sadanami Sanjin. These stories are not literal
translations, and though the Japanese story and all
quaint Japanese expressions have been faithfully
preserved, they have been told more with the view to
interest young readers of the West than the technical
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student of folk-lore.... In telling these stories in
English I have followed my fancy in adding such
touches of local color or description as they seemed
to need or as pleased me, and in one or two
instances I have gathered in an incident from
another version. At all times, among my friends, both
young and old, English or American, I have always
found eager listeners to the beautiful legends and
fairy tales of Japan, and in telling them I have also
found that they were still unknown to the vast
majority...
"Brown's book Just Enough is a compelling account
of how Edo Japan confronted similar environmental
problems and created solutions that connected
farms and cities, people and nature." —Huffington
Post The world has changed immeasurably over the
last thirty years, with more, bigger, better being the
common mantra. But in the midst of this constantly
evolving world, there is a growing community of
people who are looking at our history, searching for
answers to issues that are faced everywhere, such
as energy, water, materials, food and population
crisis. In Just Enough, author Azby Brown turned to
the history of Japan, where he finds a number of
lessons on living in a sustainable society that
translate beyond place and time. This book of stories
depicts vanished ways of life from the point of view
of a contemporary observer and presents a
compelling argument around how to forge a society
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that is conservation-minded, waste-free, wellhoused, well-fed and economically robust. Included
at the end of each section are lessons in which
Brown elaborates on what Edo Period life has to
offer us in the global battle to reverse environmental
degradation. Covering topics on everything from
transportation, interconnected systems, and waste
reduction to the need for spiritual centers in the
home, there is something here for everyone looking
to make changes in their life. Just Enough is a muchneeded beacon in our evolving world, giving us hope
in our efforts to achieve sustainability now.
The Japanese Cinema Book provides a new and
comprehensive survey of one of the world's most
fascinating and widely admired filmmaking regions.
In terms of its historical coverage, broad thematic
approach and the significant international range of its
authors, it is the largest and most wide-ranging
publication of its kind to date. Ranging from
renowned directors such as Akira Kurosawa to
neglected popular genres such as the film musical
and encompassing topics such as ecology,
spectatorship, home-movies, colonial history and
relations with Hollywood and Europe, The Japanese
Cinema Book presents a set of new, and often
surprising, perspectives on Japanese film. With its
plural range of interdisciplinary perspectives based
on the expertise of established and emerging
scholars and critics, The Japanese Cinema Book
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provides a groundbreaking picture of the different
ways in which Japanese cinema may be understood
as a local, regional, national, transnational and
global phenomenon. The book's innovative structure
combines general surveys of a particular historical
topic or critical approach with various micro-level
case studies. It argues there is no single fixed
Japanese cinema, but instead a fluid and varied field
of Japanese filmmaking cultures that continue to
exist in a dynamic relationship with other cinemas,
media and regions. The Japanese Cinema Book is
divided into seven inter-related sections: · Theories
and Approaches · * Institutions and Industry · * Film
Style · * Genre · * Times and Spaces of
Representation · * Social Contexts · * Flows and
Interactions
Historical, geographical, cultural and economic facts
complement colourhotographs to create an
introduction to Japan.
What might Godzilla and Kurosawa have in
common? What, if anything, links Ozu’s sparse
portraits of domestic life and the colorful worlds of
anime? In What Is Japanese Cinema? Yomota
Inuhiko provides a concise and lively history of
Japanese film that shows how cinema tells the story
of Japan’s modern age. Discussing popular works
alongside auteurist masterpieces, Yomota considers
films in light of both Japanese cultural particularities
and cinema as a worldwide art form. He covers the
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history of Japanese film from the silent era to the rise
of J-Horror in its historical, technological, and global
contexts. Yomota shows how Japanese film has
been shaped by traditonal art forms such as kabuki
theater as well as foreign influences spanning
Hollywood and Italian neorealism. Along the way, he
considers the first golden age of Japanese film;
colonial filmmaking in Korea, Manchuria, and
Taiwan; the impact of World War II and the U.S.
occupation; the Japanese film industry’s rise to
international prominence during the 1950s and
1960s; and the challenges and technological shifts of
recent decades. Alongside a larger thematic
discussion of what defines and characterizes
Japanese film, Yomota provides insightful readings
of canonical directors including Kurosawa, Ozu,
Suzuki, and Miyazaki as well as genre movies,
documentaries, indie film, and pornography. An
incisive and opinionated history, What Is Japanese
Cinema? is essential reading for admirers and
students of Japan’s contributions to the world of
film.
"An elegiac prose celebration . . . a classic in its
genre."—Publishers Weekly In this acclaimed travel
memoir, Donald Richie paints a memorable portrait
of the island-studded Inland Sea. His existential
ruminations on food, culture, and love and his
brilliant descriptions of life and landscape are a
window into an Old Japan that has now nearly
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vanished. Included are the twenty black and white
photographs by Yoichi Midorikawa that accompanied
the original 1971 edition. Donald Richie (1924–2013)
was an internationally recognized expert on
Japanese culture and film. Yoichi Midorikawa
(1915–2001) was one of Japan's foremost nature
photographers.
Japanese Cinema includes twenty-four chapters on
key films of Japanese cinema, from the silent era to
the present day, providing a comprehensive
introduction to Japanese cinema history and
Japanese culture and society. Studying a range of
important films, from Late Spring, Seven Samurai
and In the Realm of the Senses to Godzilla, Hana-Bi
and Ring, the collection includes discussion of all the
major directors of Japanese cinema including Ozu,
Mizoguchi, Kurosawa, Oshima, Suzuki, Kitano and
Miyazaki. Each chapter discusses the film in relation
to aesthetic, industrial or critical issues and ends
with a complete filmography for each director. The
book also includes a full glossary of terms and a
comprehensive bibliography of readings on
Japanese cinema. Bringing together leading
international scholars and showcasing pioneering
new research, this book is essential reading for all
students and general readers interested in one of the
world’s most important film industries.
This vivid and concise history traces more than a
hundred years of Japanese Americans in Seattle,
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before and after the tumultuous events of the early
1940s, when World War II and the incarceration of
Japanese Americans divided the community from its
past and forced tens of thousands of people to
uproot and start anew. Concentration camps at
Minidoka, Idaho, and nine other inland locations
were the crucible for postwar change and
accomplishment, but at the same time shattered the
dreams and spirits of many of the older immigrant
Issei. The story is local, but it is representative of the
Japanese American experience on the U.S. West
Coast. Poignant photographs from family albums
and historical archives illustrate the book, giving
faces and names to history.
China fragments, a new Cold War with Russia,
Mexcio challenges U.S., the new great powers
Turkey, Poland and Japan. The Next 100 Years is a
fascinating, eye-opening and often shocking look at
what lies ahead for the U.S. and the world from one
of our most incisive futurists. In his provocative book,
George Friedman turns his eye on the
future—offering a lucid, highly readable forecast of
the changes we can expect around the world during
the twenty-first century. He explains where and why
future wars will erupt (and how they will be fought),
which nations will gain and lose economic and
political power, and how new technologies and
cultural trends will alter the way we live in the new
century. The Next 100 Years draws on a fascinating
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exploration of history and geopolitical patterns dating
back hundreds of years. Friedman shows that we
are now, for the first time in half a millennium, at the
dawn of a new era—with changes in store, including:
• The U.S.-Jihadist war will conclude—replaced by a
second full-blown cold war with Russia. • China will
undergo a major extended internal crisis, and Mexico
will emerge as an important world power. • A new
global war will unfold toward the middle of the
century between the United States and an
unexpected coalition from Eastern Europe, Eurasia,
and the Far East; but armies will be much smaller
and wars will be less deadly. • Technology will focus
on space—both for major military uses and for a
dramatic new energy resource that will have radical
environmental implications. • The United States will
experience a Golden Age in the second half of the
century. Written with the keen insight and thoughtful
analysis that has made George Friedman a
renowned expert in geopolitics and forecasting, The
Next 100 Years presents a fascinating picture of
what lies ahead.
A memoir of Ainu life over five hundred years ago,
before Japanese invasions nearly killed off this
indigenous society. No written records remain, other
than Japanese observations, but the author has
relied on surviving oral accounts and extensive study
of anthropological and archeological discoveries to
construct a representative woman's life story.
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An authoritative history of Japan from the sixth
century to the present day and of a society and
culture with a distinct sense of itself, one of the few
nations never conquered by a foreign power in
historic times until the 12th century. 35 illustrations.
China and Japan have cultural and political
connections that stretch back 1,500 years. But today
they need to reset their strained relationship. Ezra
Vogel underscores the need for Japan to offer a
thorough apology for its atrocities during WWII, but
he also urges China to recognize Japan as a
potential vital partner in the region.
One of the 20th century's enduring works, One
Hundred Years of Solitude is a widely beloved and
acclaimed novel known throughout the world, and
the ultimate achievement in a Nobel Prize–winning
career. The novel tells the story of the rise and fall of
the mythical town of Macondo through the history of
the Buendía family. It is a rich and brilliant chronicle
of life and death, and the tragicomedy of humankind.
In the noble, ridiculous, beautiful, and tawdry story of
the Buendía family, one sees all of humanity, just as
in the history, myths, growth, and decay of Macondo,
one sees all of Latin America. Love and lust, war and
revolution, riches and poverty, youth and senility -the variety of life, the endlessness of death, the
search for peace and truth -- these universal themes
dominate the novel. Whether he is describing an
affair of passion or the voracity of capitalism and the
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corruption of government, Gabriel García Márquez
always writes with the simplicity, ease, and purity
that are the mark of a master. Alternately reverential
and comical, One Hundred Years of Solitude weaves
the political, personal, and spiritual to bring a new
consciousness to storytelling. Translated into dozens
of languages, this stunning work is no less than an
accounting of the history of the human race.
"A pathbreaking volume on Japanese culinary
history with great depth and scope."ùMerry Isaacs
White, author of Perfectly Japanese: Making
Families in an Era of Upheaval "Required reading for
anyone interested in Japanese history, food, and
foodways. I couldn't put this book down!"ùSamuel
Hideo Yamashita, author of Leaves from an Autumn
of Emergencies: Selections from the Wartime Diaries
of Ordinary Japanese Spanning nearly six hundred
years of Japanese food culture, Japanese
Foodways, Past and Present considers the
production, consumption, and circulation of
Japanese foods from the mid-fifteenth century to the
present day in contexts that are political, economic,
cultural, social, and religious. Diverse
contributorsùincluding anthropologists, historians,
sociologists, a tea master, and a chefùaddress a
range of issues such as medieval banquet cuisine,
the tea ceremony, table manners, cookbooks in
modern times, food during the U.S. occupation
period, eating and dining out during wartimes, the
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role of heirloom vegetables in the revitalization of
rural areas, children's lunches, and the gentrification
of blue-collar foods. Framed by two reoccurring
themesùfood in relation to place and food in relation
to statusùthe collection considers the complicated
relationships between the globalization of foodways
and the integrity of national identity through eating
habits. Focusing on the consumption of Western
foods, heirloom foods, once-taboo foods, and
contemporary Japanese cuisines, Japanese
Foodways, Past and Present shows how Japanese
concerns for and consumption of food have
relevance and resonance with other foodways
around the world. Contributors are Stephanie
Assmann, Gary S÷ka Cadwallader, Katarzyna
Cwiertka, Satomi Fukutomi, Shoko
Higashiyotsuyanagi, Joseph R. Justice, Michael
Kinski, Barak Kushner, Bridget Love, Joji Nozawa,
Tomoko Onabe, Eric C. Rath, Akira Shimizu, George
Solt, David E. Wells, and Miho Yasuhara. Eric C.
Rath is an associate professor of history at the
University of Kansas and the author of The Ethos of
Noh: Actors and Their Art. Stephanie Assmann is a
lecturer at Tohoku University, Sendai, Japan, and
the author of Value Change and Social Stratification
in Japan: Aspects of Women's Consumer Behaviour.
The authoritative guide to Japanese film, completely
revised and updated. Now available in paperback for
the first time, A Hundred Years of Japanese Film by
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Donald Richie, the foremost Western expert on
Japanese film, gives us an incisive, detailed, and
fully illustrated history of the country's cinema. Called
"the dean of Japan's arts critics" by Time magazine,
Richie takes us from the inception of Japanese
cinema at the end of the nineteenth century, through
the achievements of Kurosawa, Mizoguchi, and Ozu,
then on to the notable works of contemporary
filmmakers. This revised edition includes analyses of
the latest trends in Japanese cinema, such as the
revival of the horror genre, and introduces today's upand-coming directors and their works. As Paul
Schrader writes in his perceptive foreword, Richie's
accounting of the Japanese film "retains his
sensitivity to the actual circumstances of film
production (something filmmakers know very well but
historians often overlook) . . . and shows the
interweave of filmmaking-the contributions of
directors, writers, cinematographers, actors,
musicians, art directors, as well as financiers." Of
primary interest to those who would like to watch the
works introduced in these pages, Richie has
provided capsule reviews of the major subtitled
Japanese films commercially available in DVD and
VHS formats. This guide has been updated to
include not only the best new movie releases, but
also classic films available in these formats for the
first time.
What would you change if you could travel back in
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time? Down a small alleyway in the heart of Tokyo,
there’s an underground café that’s been serving
carefully brewed coffee for over a hundred years.
Local legend says that this shop offers its customers
something else besides coffee—the chance to travel
back in time. The rules, however, are far from
simple: you must sit in one particular seat, and you
can’t venture outside the café, nor can you change
the present. And, most important, you only have the
time it takes to drink a hot cup of coffee—or risk
getting stuck forever. Over the course of one
summer, four customers visit the café in the hopes of
traveling to another time: a heartbroken lover looking
for closure, a nurse with a mysterious letter from her
husband, a waitress hoping to say one last goodbye
and a mother whose child she may never get the
chance to know. Heartwarming, wistful and
delightfully quirky, Before the Coffee Gets Cold
explores the intersecting lives of four women who
come together in one extraordinary café, where the
service may not be quick, but the opportunities are
endless.
From a universal religion the Tenchi constructs a
system of beliefs entirely Japanese in spirit. Its
earliest context was in all likelihood the encounter
between a storyteller and a group of Kakure
Kirishitan.
With great sensitivity and perception, Nakagawa
describes how, during WWII, Japanese Americans
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became the only group of United States citizens in
history to be imprisoned as a group solely because
of their race. During these extremely difficult time,
these American internees would organize
themselves into leagues and even travel from state
to state to compete on the baseball diamond.
Through a Diamond is far more than a history of the
experience of Japanese American baseball. It is a
compassionate description of the immigrant
experience of the Japanese people as seen through
the prism of American's grand game of baseball.
The cinema of Japan predates that of Russia, China,
and India, and it has been able to sustain itself
without outside assistance for over a century.
Japanese cinema's long history of production and
considerable output has seen films made in a variety
of genres, including melodramas, romances,
gangster movies, samurai movies, musicals, horror
films, and monster films. It has also produced some
of the most famous names in the history of cinema:
Akira Kurosawa, Hayao Miyazaki, Beat Takeshi,
Toshirô Mifune, Godzilla, The Ring, Akira,
Rashomon, and Seven Samurai. The Historical
Dictionary of Japanese Cinema is an introduction to
and overview of the long history of Japanese
cinema. It aims to provide an entry point for those
with little or no familiarity with the subject, while it is
organized so that scholars in the field will also be
able to use it to find specific information. This is done
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through a detailed chronology, an introductory
essay, and appendixes of films, film studios,
directors, and performers. The cross-referenced
dictionary entries cover key films, genres, studios,
directors, performers, and other individuals. This
book is an excellent access point for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more
about Japanese cinema.
Of all the world s cinemas, Japan's is perhaps
unique in its closeness to the nation's literature, past
and contemporary. The Western world became
aware of this when Akira Kurosawa's Rashomon was
awarded the Grand Prize at the Venice film festival
in 1951 and the Oscar for best foreign film in 1952.
More recent examples include Shohei Imamura's
Eel, which won the Palm d'Or (Best Picture) at
Cannes in 1997.From Book to Screen breaks new
ground by exploring important connections between
Japan's modern literary tradition and its national
cinema. The first part offers an historical and cultural
overview of the working relationship that developed
between pure literature and film. It deals with three
important periods in which filmmakers relied most
heavily on literary works for enriching and
developing cinematic art. The second part provides
detailed analyses of a dozen literary works and their
screen adoptions.
Los Angeles Times bestseller • More than 1.5 million
copies sold “If hygge is the art of doing nothing,
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ikigai is the art of doing something—and doing it with
supreme focus and joy.” —New York Post Bring
meaning and joy to all your days with this
internationally bestselling guide to the Japanese
concept of ikigai (pronounced ee-key-guy)—the
happiness of always being busy—as revealed by the
daily habits of the world’s longest-living people.
*And from the same authors, don’t miss The Book of
Ichigo Ichie—about making the most of every moment
in your life.* * * * What’s your ikigai? “Only staying
active will make you want to live a hundred years.”
—Japanese proverb According to the Japanese,
everyone has an ikigai—a reason for living. And
according to the residents of the Japanese village
with the world’s longest-living people, finding it is the
key to a happier and longer life. Having a strong
sense of ikigai—the place where passion, mission,
vocation, and profession intersect—means that each
day is infused with meaning. It’s the reason we get
up in the morning. It’s also the reason many
Japanese never really retire (in fact there’s no word
in Japanese that means retire in the sense it does in
English): They remain active and work at what they
enjoy, because they’ve found a real purpose in
life—the happiness of always being busy. In
researching this book, the authors interviewed the
residents of the Japanese village with the highest
percentage of 100-year-olds—one of the world’s Blue
Zones. Ikigai reveals the secrets to their longevity
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and happiness: how they eat, how they move, how
they work, how they foster collaboration and
community, and—their best-kept secret—how they find
the ikigai that brings satisfaction to their lives. And it
provides practical tools to help you discover your
own ikigai. Because who doesn’t want to find
happiness in every day? A PENGUIN LIFE TITLE
By the New York Times bestselling author of The
Bone Clocks and Cloud Atlas | Longlisted for the
Man Booker Prize In 2007, Time magazine named
him one of the most influential novelists in the world.
He has twice been short-listed for the Man Booker
Prize. The New York Times Book Review called him
simply “a genius.” Now David Mitchell lends fresh
credence to The Guardian’s claim that “each of his
books seems entirely different from that which
preceded it.” The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de
Zoet is a stunning departure for this brilliant, restless,
and wildly ambitious author, a giant leap forward by
even his own high standards. A bold and epic novel
of a rarely visited point in history, it is a work as
exquisitely rendered as it is irresistibly readable. The
year is 1799, the place Dejima in Nagasaki Harbor,
the “high-walled, fan-shaped artificial island” that is
the Japanese Empire’s single port and sole window
onto the world, designed to keep the West at bay;
the farthest outpost of the war-ravaged Dutch East
Indies Company; and a de facto prison for the dozen
foreigners permitted to live and work there. To this
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place of devious merchants, deceitful interpreters,
costly courtesans, earthquakes, and typhoons
comes Jacob de Zoet, a devout and resourceful
young clerk who has five years in the East to earn a
fortune of sufficient size to win the hand of his
wealthy fiancée back in Holland. But Jacob’s
original intentions are eclipsed after a chance
encounter with Orito Aibagawa, the disfigured
daughter of a samurai doctor and midwife to the
city’s powerful magistrate. The borders between
propriety, profit, and pleasure blur until Jacob finds
his vision clouded, one rash promise made and then
fatefully broken. The consequences will extend
beyond Jacob’s worst imaginings. As one cynical
colleague asks, “Who ain’t a gambler in the glorious
Orient, with his very life?” A magnificent mix of
luminous writing, prodigious research, and heedless
imagination, The Thousand Autumns of Jacob de
Zoet is the most impressive achievement of its
eminent author. Praise for The Thousand Autumns
of Jacob de Zoet “A page-turner . . . [David]
Mitchell’s masterpiece; and also, I am convinced, a
masterpiece of our time.”—Richard Eder, The Boston
Globe “An achingly romantic story of forbidden love .
. . Mitchell’s incredible prose is on stunning display.
. . . A novel of ideas, of longing, of good and evil and
those who fall somewhere in between [that] confirms
Mitchell as one of the more fascinating and fearless
writers alive.”—Dave Eggers, The New York Times
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Book Review “The novelist who’s been showing us
the future of fiction has published a classic, oldfashioned tale . . . an epic of sacrificial love, clashing
civilizations and enemies who won’t rest until whole
family lines have been snuffed out.”—Ron Charles,
The Washington Post “By any standards, The
Thousand Autumns of Jacob de Zoet is a formidable
marvel.”—James Wood, The New Yorker “A beautiful
novel, full of life and authenticity, atmosphere and
characters that breathe.”—Maureen Corrigan, NPR
Look for special features inside. Join the Random
House Reader’s Circle for author chats and more.
"Nimura paints history in cinematic strokes and
brings a forgotten story to vivid, unforgettable life."
—Arthur Golden, author of Memoirs of a Geisha In
1871, five young girls were sent by the Japanese
government to the United States. Their mission:
learn Western ways and return to help nurture a new
generation of enlightened men to lead Japan. Raised
in traditional samurai households during the turmoil
of civil war, three of these unusual
ambassadors—Sutematsu Yamakawa, Shige Nagai,
and Ume Tsuda—grew up as typical American
schoolgirls. Upon their arrival in San Francisco they
became celebrities, their travels and traditional
clothing exclaimed over by newspapers across the
nation. As they learned English and Western
customs, their American friends grew to love them
for their high spirits and intellectual brilliance. The
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passionate relationships they formed reveal an
intimate world of cross-cultural fascination and
connection. Ten years later, they returned to
Japan—a land grown foreign to them—determined to
revolutionize women’s education. Based on in-depth
archival research in Japan and in the United States,
including decades of letters from between the three
women and their American host families, Daughters
of the Samurai is beautifully, cinematically written, a
fascinating lens through which to view an
extraordinary historical moment.
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