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Coming Of Age In Mississippi
The author recounts her experiences growing up in
North Dakota from 1928 to 1937 the years of the
Dust bowl and Depression
With contributions from Elizabeth Aydelott, Fred
Banks, Jimmy Buffett, Edward Cohen, Maggie Wade
Dixon, Ellen Douglas, W. Ralph Eubanks, Richard
Ford, Gwendolyn Gong, Carolyn Haines, Lorian
Hemingway, Samuel Jones, Robert Khayat, B. B.
King, John Maxwell, Alberto Mora, Donald Peterson,
Noel Polk, Jerry Rice, George Riggs, Robert St.
John, Sid Salter, Constance Slaughter-Harvey,
Elizabeth Spencer, Clifton Taulbert, Keith Tonkel,
Sela Ward, Wyatt Waters, Jim Weatherly, and
William Winter Growing Up in Mississippi shares
experiences and impressions from a multifaceted
group representing all areas of the state and many
professions, talents, and temperaments. Parents,
teachers, churches, communities, landscape, and
historical context profoundly influenced these men
and women when they were young. In his revealing
foreword, Richard Ford explores the very essence of
influence and illustrates his conclusions by recalling
an indelible incident between his mother and himself
in the front yard of their home on Congress Street in
Jackson, Mississippi. The volume then showcases
poignant memories of other distinguished
individuals: a governor and statesman, journalists, a
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news anchor, a playwright, novelists, memoirists, a
publisher, a minister, educators and scholars, judges
and lawyers, a test pilot and astronaut, a renowned
watercolorist, a celebrated actress, and many more.
Spanning more than five decades, these essays give
us a glimpse of the people and places that nurtured
these outstanding individuals and their remarkable
gifts.
“An engaging, beautifully synthesized page-turner”
(Slate). The #1 New York Times bestseller and Time
#1 Nonfiction Book of the Year: Hillary Rodham
Clinton’s most personal memoir yet, about the 2016
presidential election. In this “candid and blackly
funny” (The New York Times) memoir, Hillary
Rodham Clinton reveals what she was thinking and
feeling during one of the most controversial and
unpredictable presidential elections in history. She
takes us inside the intense personal experience of
becoming the first woman nominated for president
by a major party in an election marked by rage,
sexism, exhilarating highs and infuriating lows,
stranger-than-fiction twists, Russian interference,
and an opponent who broke all the rules. “At her
most emotionally raw” (People), Hillary describes
what it was like to run against Donald Trump, the
mistakes she made, how she has coped with a
shocking and devastating loss, and how she found
the strength to pick herself back up afterward. She
tells readers what it took to get back on her feet—the
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rituals, relationships, and reading that got her
through, and what the experience has taught her
about life. In this “feminist manifesto” (The New
York Times), she speaks to the challenges of being
a strong woman in the public eye, the criticism over
her voice, age, and appearance, and the double
standard confronting women in politics. Offering a
“bracing... guide to our political arena” (The
Washington Post), What Happened lays out how the
2016 election was marked by an unprecedented
assault on our democracy by a foreign adversary. By
analyzing the evidence and connecting the dots,
Hillary shows just how dangerous the forces are that
shaped the outcome, and why Americans need to
understand them to protect our values and our
democracy in the future. The election of 2016 was
unprecedented and historic. What Happened is the
story of that campaign, now with a new epilogue
showing how Hillary grappled with many of her worst
fears coming true in the Trump Era, while finding
new hope in a surge of civic activism, women
running for office, and young people marching in the
streets.
THROUGH THICK AND THIN tells the story of Floyd
Martin and Christine Mosley, who come of age
during the Great Depression of the 1930s and get
married. They make their home in Gulfport,
Mississippi, a small town that was born in the early
days of the twentieth century. As Floyd and Christine
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raise their family, the town also grows, and by midcentury the roots of both the town and the Martin
family are firmly planted...
Raised under the racial segregation that kept her
family's southern country hotel afloat, Norma
Watkins grows up listening at doors, trying to
penetrate the secrets and silences of the black help
and of her parents' marriage. Groomed to be an
ornament to white patriarchy, she sees herself failing
at the ideal of becoming a southern lady. The Last
Resort, her compelling memoir, begins in childhood
at Allison's Wells, a popular Mississippi spa for
proper white people, run by her aunt. Life at the
rambling hotel seems like paradise. Yet young
Norma wonders at a caste system that has colored
people cooking every meal while forbidding their
sitting with whites to eat. Once integration is courtmandated, her beloved father becomes a stalwart
captain in defense of Jim Crow as a counselor to
fiery, segregationist Governor Ross Barnett. His
daughter flounders, looking for escape. A fine house,
wonderful children, and a successful husband do not
compensate for the shock of Mississippi's brutal
response to change, daily made manifest by the men
in her home. A sexually bleak marriage only
emphasizes a growing emotional emptiness. When a
civil rights lawyer offers love and escape, does a
good southern lady dare leave her home state and
closed society behind? With humor and heartbreak,
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The Last Resort conveys at once the idyllic charm
and the impossible compromises of a lost way of life.
“This is the book all of us Mississippi writers, dead
and alive, need to read. It is indeed a strange but
glorious sensation to see your literary and
geographic lineage so beautifully and rigorously
explored and valued as it's still being created.”
—Kiese Laymon, author of Heavy: An American
Memoir The South has produced some of America’s
most celebrated authors, and no state more so than
Mississippi. Names as diverse as Faulkner, Welty,
and Ward have created a literary legacy spanning
decades and stretching across lines of class,
gender, and race. One thing binds together these
wide- ranging perspectives—the land itself. In A Place
Like Mississippi, W. Ralph Eubanks explores those
ties and the ways in which the Magnolia State has
fostered such a bounty of expression. The stories
haven’t always been easy to tell; even beautiful
landscapes can’t obscure a complicated history.
The state’s African American writers have long
recounted the fight for equality, forming a lineage of
powerful Black voices that continue to speak with
urgency in our tumultuous times. Yet underlying
those truths is also a deep affection for Mississippi’s
places. With the love of a native son, Eubanks pays
tribute to the inspiration that can come from the lay
of the land, proving that a journey through one
state’s literary terrain can help us better understand
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America as a whole
A vibrant new voice . . . a modern classic. For
generations, the Beaumont family has harbored a
magical secret. They each possess a “savvy”—a
special supernatural power that strikes when they
turn thirteen. Grandpa Bomba moves mountains, her
older brothers create hurricanes and spark electricity
. . . and now it’s the eve of Mibs’s big day. As if
waiting weren’t hard enough, the family gets scary
news two days before Mibs’s birthday: Poppa has
been in a terrible accident. Mibs develops the
singular mission to get to the hospital and prove that
her new power can save her dad. So she sneaks
onto a salesman’s bus . . . only to find the bus
heading in the opposite direction. Suddenly Mibs
finds herself on an unforgettable odyssey that will
force her to make sense of growing up—and of other
people, who might also have a few secrets hidden
just beneath the skin.
Anne Moody provides a first person account of growing
up black in the rural South during the nineteen forties
and fifties.
From iconic NBA All-Star Carmelo Anthony comes a
New York Times bestselling memoir about growing up in
the housing projects of Red Hook and Baltimore—a brutal
world Where Tomorrows Aren’t Promised. For a long
time, Carmelo Anthony’s world wasn’t any larger than
the view of the hoopers and hustlers he watched from
the side window of his family’s first-floor project
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apartment in Red Hook, Brooklyn. He couldn’t dream
any bigger than emulating his older brothers and cousin,
much less going on to become a basketball champion on
the world stage. He faced palpable dangers growing up
in the housing projects of Red Hook and West
Baltimore’s Murphy Homes (a.k.a. Murder Homes,
subject of HBO’s The Wire). He navigated an education
system that ignored, exploited, or ostracized him. He
suffered the untimely deaths of his closely held loved
ones. He struggled to survive physically and emotionally.
But with the strength of family and the guidance of key
mentors on the streets and on the court, he pushed past
lethal odds to endure and thrive. By the time Carmelo
found himself at the NBA Draft at Madison Square
Garden in 2003 preparing to embark on his legendary
career, he wondered: How did a kid who’d had so many
hopes, dreams, and expectations beaten out of him by a
world of violence, poverty, and racism make it here at
all? Carmelo’s story is one of strength and
determination; of dribbling past players bigger and
tougher than him, while also weaving around vial caps
and needles strewn across the court; where dealers and
junkies lined one side of the asphalt and kids playing
jacks and Double Dutch lined the other; where rims had
no nets, and you better not call a foul—a place Where
Tomorrows Aren’t Promised.
Mississippi Sissy is the stunning memoir from Kevin
Sessums, a celebrity journalist who grew up scaring
other children, hiding terrible secrets, pretending to be
Arlene Frances and running wild in the South. As he
grew up in Forest, Mississippi, befriended by the family
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maid, Mattie May, he became a young man who turned
the word "sissy" on its head, just as his mother taught
him. In Jackson, he is befriended by Eudora Welty and
journalist Frank Hains, but when Hains is brutally
murdered in his antebellum mansion, Kevin's long road
north towards celebrity begins. In his memoir, Kevin
Sessums brings to life the pungent American south of
the 1960s and the world of the strange little boy who
grew there. "Kevin Sessums is some sort of cockeyed
national treasure.” —Michael Cunningham
#1 bestselling author John Grisham's The Reckoning is
his most powerful, surprising, and suspenseful thriller
yet. "A murder mystery, a courtroom drama, a family
saga . . . The Reckoning is Grisham's argument that he's
not just a boilerplate thriller writer. Most jurors will think
the counselor has made his case."--USA Today October
1946, Clanton, Mississippi Pete Banning was Clanton,
Mississippi's favorite son--a decorated World War II
hero, the patriarch of a prominent family, a farmer,
father, neighbor, and a faithful member of the Methodist
church. Then one cool October morning he rose early,
drove into town, and committed a shocking crime. Pete's
only statement about it--to the sheriff, to his lawyers, to
the judge, to the jury, and to his family--was: "I have
nothing to say." He was not afraid of death and was
willing to take his motive to the grave. In a major novel
unlike anything he has written before, John Grisham
takes us on an incredible journey, from the Jim Crow
South to the jungles of the Philippines during World War
II; from an insane asylum filled with secrets to the
Clanton courtroom where Pete's defense attorney tries
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desperately to save him. Reminiscent of the finest
tradition of Southern Gothic storytelling, The Reckoning
would not be complete without Grisham's signature
layers of legal suspense, and he delivers on every page.
Praise for The Reckoning "The quest for justice is only
the beginning in this Southern family saga. . . . [Grisham]
does so much more this time around."--Akron Beacon
Journal "John Grisham is not only the master of
suspense but also an acute observer of the human
condition. And these remarkable skills converge in The
Reckoning--an original, gripping, penetrating novel that
may be his greatest work yet."--David Grann, New York
Times bestselling author of Killers of the Flower Moon
"John Grisham is the master of legal fiction, and his
latest starts with a literal bang -- and then travels
backward through the horrors of war to explore what
makes a hero, what makes a villain, and how thin the line
between the two might be."--Jodi Picoult, #1 New York
Times bestselling author of A Spark of Light and Small
Great Things
A special 75th anniversary edition of Richard Wright's
powerful and unforgettable memoir, with a new foreword
by John Edgar Wideman and an afterword by Malcolm
Wright, the author’s grandson. When it exploded onto
the literary scene in 1945, Black Boy was both praised
and condemned. Orville Prescott of the New York Times
wrote that “if enough such books are written, if enough
millions of people read them maybe, someday, in the
fullness of time, there will be a greater understanding
and a more true democracy.” Yet from 1975 to 1978,
Black Boy was banned in schools throughout the United
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States for “obscenity” and “instigating hatred between
the races.” Wright’s once controversial, now celebrated
autobiography measures the raw brutality of the Jim
Crow South against the sheer desperate will it took to
survive as a Black boy. Enduring poverty, hunger, fear,
abuse, and hatred while growing up in the woods of
Mississippi, Wright lied, stole, and raged at those around
him—whites indifferent, pitying, or cruel and Blacks
resentful of anyone trying to rise above their
circumstances. Desperate for a different way of life, he
may his way north, eventually arriving in Chicago, where
he forged a new path and began his career as a writer.
At the end of Black Boy, Wright sits poised with pencil in
hand, determined to “hurl words into this darkness and
wait for an echo.” Seventy-five year later, his words
continue to reverberate. “To read Black Boy is to stare
into the heart of darkness,” John Edgar Wideman writes
in his foreword. “Not the dark heart Conrad searched for
in Congo jungles but the beating heart I bear.” One of
the great American memoirs, Wright’s account is a
poignant record of struggle and endurance—a seminal
literary work that illuminates our own time.
After her "stand-in mother," a bold black woman named
Rosaleen, insults the three biggest racists in town, Lily
Owens joins Rosaleen on a journey to Tiburon, South
Carolina, where they are taken in by three black, beekeeping sisters.
Winner of the 2010 Non-Fiction National Book Award
Patti Smith's evocative, honest and moving coming-ofage story of her extraordinary relationship with the artist
Robert Mapplethorpe
Page 10/25

Access Free Coming Of Age In Mississippi
It's Christmas Eve, Have you been good? Santa's
packed up all the presents and is headed your way!
With the help of a certain red-nosed reindeer, Santa
flies over: •Am South Bank Building, Jackson
•Borroum's Drug Store, Corinth •Jackson Zoo,
Jackson •Warren County Courthouse, Vicksburg
•Governor's Mansion, Jackson •Supreme Court,
Jackson •Katrina Memorial, Biloxi •Standard Life
Building, Jackson •State Capitol, Jackson •Riley
Center, Meridian •Cathedral of St. Peter, Jackson
•The Crossroads, Clarksdale "Ho, ho ho!" laughs
Santa. "Merry Christmas, Mississippi!"
A "stylish and sharp" character-driven suspense
novel, "with wicked hairpin turns," about a famous
novelist and a small-town striver locked in a struggle
for fortune and fame. (Maria Semple, author of
Where’d You Go, Bernadette?) Florence Darrow is
a low-level publishing employee who believes that
she's destined to be a famous writer. When she
stumbles into a job the assistant to the brilliant,
enigmatic novelist known as Maud Dixon — whose
true identity is a secret — it appears that the universe
is finally providing Florence’s big chance. The
arrangement seems perfect. Maud Dixon (whose
real name, Florence discovers, is Helen Wilcox) can
be prickly, but she is full of pointed wisdom -- not
only on how to write, but also on how to live.
Florence quickly falls under Helen’s spell and
eagerly accompanies her to Morocco, where
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Helen’s new novel is set. Amidst the colorful streets
of Marrakesh and the wind-swept beaches of the
coast, Florence’s life at last feels interesting enough
to inspire a novel of her own. But when Florence
wakes up in the hospital after a terrible car accident,
with no memory of the previous night — and no sign
of Helen — she’s tempted to take a shortcut. Instead
of hiding in Helen’s shadow, why not upgrade into
Helen's life? Not to mention her bestselling
pseudonym . . . Taut, twisty, and viciously
entertaining, Who is Maud Dixon is a stylish
psychological thriller about how far into the darkness
you’re willing to go to claim the life you always
wanted. One of the Most Anticipated Books of 2021
GoodReads * LitHub * CrimeReads * Town &
Country * New York Post * Wall Street Journal
INSTANT NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER! “If
you liked Where the Crawdads Sing, you’ll love This
Tender Land...This story is as big-hearted as they
come.” —Parade The unforgettable story of four
orphans who travel the Mississippi River on a lifechanging odyssey during the Great Depression. In
the summer of 1932, on the banks of Minnesota’s
Gilead River, Odie O’Banion is an orphan confined
to the Lincoln Indian Training School, a pitiless place
where his lively nature earns him the
superintendent’s wrath. Forced to flee after
committing a terrible crime, he and his brother,
Albert, their best friend, Mose, and a brokenhearted
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little girl named Emmy steal away in a canoe,
heading for the mighty Mississippi and a place to call
their own. Over the course of one summer, these
four orphans journey into the unknown and cross
paths with others who are adrift, from struggling
farmers and traveling faith healers to displaced
families and lost souls of all kinds. With the feel of a
modern classic, This Tender Land is an enthralling,
big-hearted epic that shows how the magnificent
American landscape connects us all, haunts our
dreams, and makes us whole.
In Mississippi in 1955, a sixteen-year-old finds
himself at odds with his grandfather over issues
surrounding the kidnapping and murder of a fourteenyear-old African American from Chicago.
The unforgettable memoir of a woman at the front
lines of the civil rights movement—a harrowing
account of black life in the rural South and a
powerful affirmation of one person’s ability to affect
change. “Anne Moody’s autobiography is an
eloquent, moving testimonial to her
courage.”—Chicago Tribune Born to a poor couple
who were tenant farmers on a plantation in
Mississippi, Anne Moody lived through some of the
most dangerous days of the pre-civil rights era in the
South. The week before she began high school
came the news of Emmet Till’s lynching. Before
then, she had “known the fear of hunger, hell, and
the Devil. But now there was . . . the fear of being
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killed just because I was black.” In that moment was
born the passion for freedom and justice that would
change her life. A straight-A student who realized
her dream of going to college when she won a
basketball scholarship, she finally dared to join the
NAACP in her junior year. Through the NAACP and
later through CORE and SNCC, she experienced
firsthand the demonstrations and sit-ins that were
the mainstay of the civil rights movement—and the
arrests and jailings, the shotguns, fire hoses, police
dogs, billy clubs, and deadly force that were used to
destroy it. A deeply personal story but also a portrait
of a turning point in our nation’s destiny, this
autobiography lets us see history in the making,
through the eyes of one of the footsoldiers in the civil
rights movement. Praise for Coming of Age in
Mississippi “A history of our time, seen from the
bottom up, through the eyes of someone who
decided for herself that things had to be changed . . .
a timely reminder that we cannot now
relax.”—Senator Edward Kennedy, The New York
Times Book Review “Something is new here . . .
rural southern black life begins to speak. It hits the
page like a natural force, crude and undeniable and,
against all principles of beauty, beautiful.”—The
Nation “Engrossing, sensitive, beautiful . . . so
candid, so honest, and so touching, as to make it
virtually impossible to put down.”—San Francisco
Sun-Reporter
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Recent research on inequality and poverty has
shown that those born into low-income families,
especially African Americans, still have difficulty
entering the middle class, in part because of the
disadvantages they experience living in more
dangerous neighborhoods, going to inferior public
schools, and persistent racial inequality. Coming of
Age in the Other America shows that despite
overwhelming odds, some disadvantaged urban
youth do achieve upward mobility. Drawing from ten
years of fieldwork with parents and children who
resided in Baltimore public housing, sociologists
Stefanie DeLuca, Susan Clampet-Lundquist, and
Kathryn Edin highlight the remarkable resiliency of
some of the youth who hailed from the nation’s
poorest neighborhoods and show how the right
public policies might help break the cycle of
disadvantage. Coming of Age in the Other America
illuminates the profound effects of neighborhoods on
impoverished families. The authors conducted indepth interviews and fieldwork with 150 young
adults, and found that those who had been able to
move to better neighborhoods—either as part of the
Moving to Opportunity program or by other
means—achieved much higher rates of high school
completion and college enrollment than their
parents. About half the youth surveyed reported
being motivated by an “identity project”—or a strong
passion such as music, art, or a dream job—to finish
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school and build a career. Yet the authors also found
troubling evidence that some of the most promising
young adults often fell short of their goals and
remained mired in poverty. Factors such as
neighborhood violence and family trauma put these
youth on expedited paths to adulthood, forcing them
to shorten or end their schooling and find jobs much
earlier than their middle-class counterparts. Weak
labor markets and subpar postsecondary
educational institutions, including exploitative forprofit trade schools and under-funded community
colleges, saddle some young adults with debt and
trap them in low-wage jobs. A third of the youth
surveyed—particularly those who had not developed
identity projects—were neither employed nor in
school. To address these barriers to success, the
authors recommend initiatives that help transform
poor neighborhoods and provide institutional support
for the identity projects that motivate youth to stay in
school. They propose increased regulation of forprofit schools and increased college resources for
low-income high school students. Coming of Age in
the Other America presents a sensitive, nuanced
account of how a generation of ambitious but
underprivileged young Baltimoreans has struggled to
succeed. It both challenges long-held myths about
inner-city youth and shows how the process of
“social reproduction”—where children end up stuck in
the same place as their parents—is far from
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inevitable.
From Kiese Laymon, author of the critically
acclaimed memoir Heavy, comes a “funny, astute,
searching” (The Wall Street Journal) debut novel
about Black teenagers that is a satirical exploration
of celebrity, authorship, violence, religion, and
coming of age in post-Katrina Mississippi. Written in
a voice that’s alternately humorous, lacerating, and
wise, Long Division features two interwoven stories.
In the first, it’s 2013: after an on-stage meltdown
during a nationally televised quiz contest, fourteenyear-old Citoyen “City” Coldson becomes an
overnight YouTube celebrity. The next day, he’s
sent to stay with his grandmother in the small coastal
community of Melahatchie, where a young girl
named Baize Shephard has recently disappeared.
Before leaving, City is given a strange book without
an author called Long Division. He learns that one of
the book’s main characters is also named City
Coldson—but Long Division is set in 1985. This
1985-version of City, along with his friend and love
interest, Shalaya Crump, discovers a way to travel
into the future, and steals a laptop and cellphone
from an orphaned teenage rapper called...Baize
Shephard. They ultimately take these items with
them all the way back to 1964, to help another timetraveler they meet to protect his family from the Ku
Klux Klan. City’s two stories ultimately converge in
the work shed behind his grandmother’s house,
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where he discovers the key to Baize’s
disappearance. Brilliantly “skewering the
disingenuous masquerade of institutional racism”
(Publishers Weekly), this dreamlike “smart, funny,
and sharp” (Jesmyn Ward), novel shows the work
that young Black Americans must do, while living
under the shadow of a history “that they only
gropingly understand and must try to fill in for
themselves” (The Wall Street Journal).
In a final work by the author of My Dog Skip, sixteenyear-old Mississippi boy Swayze Barksdale is called
upon to play "Taps" at the funerals of his
neighborhood's young Korean War casualties and
comes into a more mature understanding of
friendship, love, and patriotism. Reprint.
'...And then we heard the rain falling, and that was
the drops of blood falling; and when we came to get
the crops, it was dead men that we reaped.' Harriet
TubmanIn five years, Jesmyn Ward lost five men in
her life, to drugs, accidents, suicide, and the bad
luck that can follow people who live in poverty,
particularly black men. Dealing with these losses,
one after another, made Jesmyn ask the question:
why? And as she began to write about the
experience of living through all the dying, she
realized the truth--and it took her breath away. Her
brother and her friends all died because of who they
were and where they were from, because they lived
with a history of racism and economic struggle that
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fostered drug addiction and the dissolution of family
and relationships. Jesmyn says the answer was so
obvious she felt stupid for not seeing it. But it nagged
at her until she knew she had to write about her
community, to write their stories and her own.
Jesmyn grew up in poverty in rural Mississippi. She
writes powerfully about the pressures this brings, on
the men who can do no right and the women who
stand in for family in a society where the men are
often absent. She bravely tells her story, revisiting
the agonizing losses of her only brother and her
friends. As the sole member of her family to leave
home and pursue high education, she writes about
this parallel American universe with the objectivity
distance provides and the intimacy of utter
familiarity.
Anne Moody provides a first person account of
growing up black in the rural south during the
nineteen forties and fifties.
First published in 1991. Routledge is an imprint of
Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
When Daniel Musgrove's troubled family moves to
Mississippi just before his junior year, he is appalled.
On top of the usual teenage humiliations, he now
has to learn to say "y'all" and "Co-Cola" or risk being
ostracized as a Yankee. But Daniel's loneliness
fades when he meets fellow outsider Tim Cousins.
You only need one best friend, he figures, to make it
through high school alive. Daniel and Tim become
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inseparable, sharing a fascination with ridicule, The
Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour, and Arnita
Beecham, the most bewitching girl at Minor High.
The boys join the cast of a bouncy evangelical
musical. They take their dates to the prom in
matching sky blue tuxedos. But then things start to
go terribly wrong. The friends' feud with the school
bully gets out of hand. They commit a small crime
that grows larger and larger, and threatens to engulf
the whole town. Childress captures the angst and
hormonal horrors of the teenage years and
intersperses it with humour and sharp, vivid
observations of that unique place and time in history.
The #1 New York Times bestselling novel and basis
for the Academy Award-winning film—a timeless and
universal story about the lines we abide by, and the
ones we don’t—nominated as one of America’s bestloved novels by PBS’s The Great American Read.
Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson,
Mississippi, who’s always taken orders quietly, but
lately she’s unable to hold her bitterness back. Her
friend Minny has never held her tongue but now
must somehow keep secrets about her employer
that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter
just graduated college. She’s full of ambition, but
without a husband, she’s considered a failure.
Together, these seemingly different women join
together to write a tell-all book about work as a black
maid in the South, that could forever alter their
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destinies and the life of a small town...
Discusses Parks' role in the Montgomery NAACP,
her refusal to give up her bus seat to a white man,
and the Montgomery bus boycott
Coming of Age in MississippiThe Classic
Autobiography of Growing Up Poor and Black in the
Rural SouthDell
Traces the history of the civil rights movement in
Mississippi, and describes how ordinary men and
women became caught up in the struggle
A year in the life of a Chicago high school that has
one of the highest proportions of refugees of any
school in the nation “A wondrous tapestry of stories,
of young people looking for a home. With deep,
immersive reporting, Elly Fishman pulls off a triumph
of empathy. Their tales and their school speak to the
best of who we are as a nation—and their struggles,
their joys, their journeys will stay with you.” —Alex
Kotlowitz, author of There Are No Children Here
Winner of the Studs and Ida Terkel Award For a
century, Chicago’s Roger C. Sullivan High School
has been a home to immigrant and refugee students.
In 2017, during the worst global refugee crisis in
history, its immigrant population numbered close to
three hundred—or nearly half the school—and many
were refugees new to the country. These young
people came from thirty-five different countries,
speaking among themselves more than thirty-eight
different languages. For these refugee teens, life in
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Chicago is hardly easy. They have experienced the
world at its worst and carry the trauma of the horrific
violence they fled. In America, they face poverty,
racism, and xenophobia, but they are still
teenagers—flirting, dreaming, and working as they
navigate their new life in America. Refugee High is a
riveting chronicle of the 2017–8 school year at
Sullivan High, a time when anti-immigrant rhetoric
was at its height in the White House. Even as we
follow teachers and administrators grappling with the
everyday challenges facing many urban schools, we
witness the complicated circumstances and unique
education needs of refugee and immigrant children:
Alejandro may be deported just days before he is
scheduled to graduate; Shahina narrowly escapes
an arranged marriage; and Belenge encounters
gang turf wars he doesn’t understand. Equal parts
heartbreaking and inspiring, Refugee High raises
vital questions about the priorities and values of a
public school and offers an eye-opening and
captivating window into the present-day American
immigration and education systems.
Like the renowned classics Praying for Sheetrock
and North Toward Home , Ever Is a Long Time
captures the spirit and feel of a small Southern town
divided by racism and violence in the midst of the
Civil Rights era. Part personal journey, part social
and political history, this extraordinary book reveals
the burden of Southern history and how that burden
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is carried even today in the hearts and minds of
those who lived through the worst of it. Author Ralph
Eubanks, whose father was a black county agent
and whose mother was a schoolteacher, grew up on
an eighty-acre farm on the outskirts of Mount Olive,
Mississippi, a town of great pastoral beauty but also
a place where the racial dividing lines were clear and
where violence was always lingering in the
background. Ever Is a Long Time tells his story
against the backdrop of an era when churches were
burned, Medgar Evers and Martin Luther King were
murdered, schools were integrated forcibly, and the
state of Mississippi created an agency to spy on its
citizens in an effort to maintain white supremacy.
Through Eubanks's evocative prose, we see and feel
a side of Mississippi that has seldom been seen
before. He reveals the complexities of the racial
dividing lines at the time and the price many paid for
what we now take for granted. With colorful stories
that bring that time to life as well as interviews with
those who were involved in the spying activities of
the State Sovereignty Commission, Ever Is a Long
Time is a poignant picture of one man coming to
terms with his southern legacy.
New Yorkers Grant and his girlfriend Mariah decided
on a whim to buy an old plantation house in the
Mississippi Delta. This is their journey of discovery to
a remote, isolated strip of land, three miles beyond
the tiny community of Pluto. They learn to hunt, grow
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their own food, and fend off alligators, snakes, and
varmints galore. They befriend an array of
unforgettable local characters, capture the rich,
extraordinary culture of the Delta, and delve deeply
into the Delta's lingering racial tensions. As the
nomadic Grant learns to settle down, he falls not just
for his girlfriend but for the beguiling place they now
call home.
“You must be from the North,” was a common,
derogatory reaction to the activities of white women
throughout the South, well-meaning wives and
mothers who joined together to improve schools or
local sanitation but found their efforts decried as
more troublesome civil rights agitation. You Must Be
from the North: Southern White Women in the
Memphis Civil Rights Movement focuses on a
generation of white women in Memphis, Tennessee,
born between the two World Wars and typically
omitted from the history of the civil rights movement.
The women for the most part did not jeopardize their
lives by participating alongside black activists in sitins and freedom rides. Instead, they began their
journey into civil rights activism as a result of their
commitment to traditional female roles through such
organizations as the Junior League. What originated
as a way to do charitable work, however, evolved
into more substantive political action. While
involvement with groups devoted to feeding schoolchildren and expanding Bible study sessions
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seemed benign, these white women's growing
awareness of racial disparities in Memphis and
elsewhere caused them to question the South's
hierarchies in ways many of their peers did not.
Ultimately, they found themselves challenging
segregation more directly, found themselves
ostracized as a result, and discovered they were
often distrusted by a justifiably suspicious black
community. Their newly discovered commitment to
civil rights contributed to the success of the city's
sanitation workers' strike of 1968. Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr.'s death during the strike resonated so
deeply that for many of these women it became a
defining moment. In the long term, these women
proved to be a persistent and progressive influence
upon the attitudes of the white population of
Memphis, and particularly on the city's elite.
Not since "Cane River," an Oprah Book Club pick,
has a book come along to strike a familiar discord of
memories for Black Americans with such vivid
imagery and accurate reflection.
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