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When nineteen-year-old Eddie drops out of college, he struggles to find a place for himself as a Mexican American living in a
violence-infested neighborhood of Fresno, California.
Fourteen-year-old Mexican American Lincoln Mendoza spends a summer with a host family in Japan, encountering new
experiences and making new friends.
A senior at East Fresno High School lives on as a ghost after his brutal murder in the restroom of a club where he had gone to
dance.
The author recalls his childhood in Fresno, California, in the 1950s and 1960s, recreating the sights, sounds, and smells of his
experience in a working-class Mexican-American community.
A multicultural array of poets explore what it is means to be American This powerful and moving collection of poems stretches
across the boundaries of skin color, language, ethnicity, and religion to give voice to the lives and experiences of ethnic
Americans. With extraordinary honesty, dignity, and insight, these poems address common themes of assimilation,
communication, and self-perception. In recording everyday life in our many American cultures, they displace the myths and
stereotypes that pervade our culture. Unsettling America includes work by: Amiri Baraka Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni Rita Dove
Louise Erdich Jessica Hagedorn Joy Harjo Garrett Hongo Li-Young Lee Pat Mora Naomi Shihab Nye Marye Percy Ishmael Reed
Alberto Rios Ntozake Shange Gary Soto Lawrence Ferlinghetti Nellie Wong David Hernandez Mary TallMountain ...and many
more.
Can serious poetry be funny? Chaucer and Shakespeare would say yes, and so do the authors of these 187 poems that address
timeless concerns but that also include comic elements. Beginning with the Beats and the New York School and continuing with
both marquee-name poets and newcomers, Seriously Funny ranges from poems that are capsized by their own tomfoolery to
those that glow with quiet wit to ones in which a laugh erupts in the midst of terrible darkness. Most of the selections were made in
the editors' battered compact car, otherwise known as the Seriously Funny Mobile Unit. During the two years in which Barbara
Hamby and David Kirby made their choices, they'd set out with a couple of boxes of books in the back seat, and whoever wasn't
driving read to the other. When they found that a poem made both of them think but laugh as well, they earmarked it. Readers will
find a true generosity in these poems, an eagerness to share ideas and emotions and also to entertain. The singer Ali Farka Tour
said that honey is never good when it's only in one mouth, and the editors of Seriously Funny hope its readers find much to share
with others.
Fourteen-year-old Lincoln Mendoza, an aspiring basketball player, must come to terms with his divided loyalties when he moves
from the Hispanic inner city to a white suburban neighborhood. Reissue. 40,000 first printing.
When a car accident cuts short a runner's dreams, she turns to her new business--and goes from running sneakers to designer
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heels.
In a prose that is so beautiful it is poetry, we see the world of growing up and going somewhere through the dust and heat of Fresno's
industrial side and beyond: It is a boy's coming of age in the barrio, parochial school, attending church, public summer school, and trying to
fall out of love so he can join in a Little League baseball team. His is a clarity that rings constantly through the warmth and wry reality of these
sometimes humorous, sometimes tragic, always human remembrances.
The Latinx Urban Condition brings interdisciplinary cultural theory and U.S. Latinx urban literature into conversation, focusing on the realities
and urban experiences of Latinx living in major cities in the United States from the 1960’s to the present. As a cultural studies analyst of U.S.
Latinx urban literature and culture, the book focuses on analyzing the works of Latinx authors who write about the cities in which they were
raised and how growing up in these environments shaped their lives, their communities, and their future. Their fictional work helps us
understand how the human and cultural tapestry of the Latinx community is inextricably connected to the spatial transformations taking place
in many cities across the country, most notably within the cities in which the narratives take place. The main purpose is to analyze the
symbolic realities lived by the characters in order to understand how Latino families and communities are experiencing displacement under
instituted neoliberal policies, a process known as development and progress or gentrification. These processes are experienced through
aspects of privatization, deregulation, homelessness, residential segregation, inequality, unemployment, and poverty.
In a time when almost any gritty topic can be featured in a young adult novel, there is one subject that is avoided by writers and publishers.
Faith and belief in God seldom appear in traditional form in novels for teens. The lack of such ideas in mainstream adolescent literature can
be interpreted by teens to mean that these matters are not important. Yet a significant part of growing up is struggling with issues of
spirituality. The underlying problem, of course, is that there are so few writers who are willing to talk to teenagers about God, even indirectly,
or who themselves have the religious literacy for the task. Spirituality in Young Adult Literature: The Last Taboo tackles a subject rarely
portrayed in fiction aimed at teens. In this volume, Patty Campbell examines not only realistic fiction, but young adult literature that deals with
mysticism, apocalyptical end times, and even YA novels that depict the Divine Encounter. Campbell maintains that fantasy works are
inherently spiritual, because the plots nearly always progress toward a showdown between good and evil. As such, the author surmises that
the popularity of fantasy among teens may represent their interest in the mystical dimensions of faith and the otherworldly. In this study,
Campbell examines works of fiction that express perspectives from Christianity, Judaism, Islam, Buddhism, Hinduism, and Sikhism.
Distinguished YA novelist Chris Crowe provides a chapter on Mormon values and Mormon YA authors and how their novels integrate those
values into their books. By looking at how spirituality is represented in novels aimed at teens, this book asks what progress, if any, has been
made in slaying the taboo. Although most of the books discussed in this study are recent, an appendix lists YA books from 1967 to the
present that have dealt with issues of faith. A timely look at an important subject, Spirituality in Young Adult Literature will be of interest to
young adult librarians, junior and senior high school teachers, and students and instructors of college courses in adolescent literature, as well
as to parents of teens.
The Chicano writer presents forty-eight short essays and memoir pieces set in his hometown of Fresno, California, and in the San Francisco
Bay area.
In order to look more like his father, Ricky borrows a mustache from a school costume, but when he loses it on the way home his father
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comes up with a replacement.
A collection of thirteen short stories about the everyday lives of Mexican American young people in California's Central Valley.
This volume collects the research of today's scientists to explore the possibilities of the science of tomorrow. Among the issues covered are
how decoding DNA will allow us to alter and reshape our genetic heritage, and how quantum physicists will harness the energy of the
Universe.
"Doctor De Soto, the dentist, did very good work." With the aid of his able assistant, Mrs. De Soto, he copes with the toothaches of animals
large and small. His expertise is so great that his fortunate patients never feel any pain. Since he's a mouse, Doctor De Soto refuses to treat
"dangerous" animals--that is, animals who have a taste for mice. But one day a fox shows up and begs for relief from the tooth that's killing
him. How can the kindhearted De Sotos turn him away? But how can they make sure that the fox doesn't give in to his baser instincts once
his tooth is fixed? Those clever De Sotos will find a way. William Steig's Doctor De Soto is a 1982 New York Times Book Review Notable
Children's Book of the Year and Outstanding Book of the Year, a 1983 Boston Globe - Horn Book Awards Honor Book for Picture Books, and
a 1983 Newbery Honor Book.
Blending a flair for textual nuance with theoretical engagement, Theaters of Desire not only contributes to our understanding of the most
influential form of early Chinese song-drama in local and international cultural contexts, but adds a Chinese perspective to the scholarship on
print culture, authorship, and the regulatory discourses of desire. The book argues that, particularly between 1550 and 1680, Chinese elite
editors rewrote and printed early plays and songs, so-called Yuan-dynasty zaju and sanqu , to imagine and embody new concepts of
authorship, readership and desire, an interpretation that contrasts starkly with the national and racially-oriented reception of song-drama
developed by European critics after 1735 and subsequently modified by Japanese and Chinese critics after 1897. By analyzing the critical
and material facets of the early song and play tradition across different historical periods and cultural settings, Theaters of Desire presents a
compelling case study of literary canon formation.
In this highly original book Norman Bryson applied 'structuralist' and 'post-structuralist' approaches to French Romantic Painting. He
considers the work of David, Ingres and Delacroix as artists who found themselves within an artistic tradition that had nothing creative to offer
them.
Bo Brewster has been at war with his father for as long as he can remember. Following angry outbursts at his football coach and English
teacher that have cost him his spot on the football team and moved him dangerously close to expulsion from school, he turns to the only adult
he believes will listen: Larry King. In his letters to Larry, Bo describes his quest for excellence on his own terms. No more coaches for me, he
tells the talk show icon, no more dads. I'm going to be a triathlete, an Ironman. Relegated to Mr. Nak's before-school Anger Management
group (which he initially believes to be populated with future serial killers and freeway snipers), Bo meets a hard-edged, down-on-their-luck
pack of survivors with stainless steel shields against the world that Bo comes to see are not so different from his own. It is here he meets and
falls in love with Shelly, a future American Gladiator, whose passion for physical challenge more than matches his. Ironman is a funny,
sometimes heartbreaking story about growing up in the heart of struggle. It is about standing up, getting knocked down, and standing up
again. It is about being heard--and learning to listen.
Avi charts the turning points in seven young lives in this extraordinary collection of short stories. In the overlapping years when childhood and
adolescence blend and shift like waves and sand, nothing is certain and everything is changing. Now award-winning author Avi creates seven
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astonishing portraits of life in the middle-school years. In these stories you will meet, among others, William, of "What Do Fish Have to Do
with Anything?" who wonders why he shouldn't ask questions that have no answers. Is it because he might discover the truth? A minister's
son, the baddest of the bad, is dared to be good in "The Goodness of Matt Kaizer." And in the chilling tale, "Pets," Eve is haunted by the
ghosts of her cats. Always with a surprise built in, an angle unseen, these are stories that step just beyond the edge of the everyday.
A collection of eleven short stories focuses on the everyday adventures of Hispanic young people growing up in Fresno, California. Teacher's
Guide available. Simultaneous.
Expanded from the award-winning Chicano poet’s 1977 original, this poetry collection explores the hardships and joys of migrant workers in
California. A timely new edition of a pioneering work in Latino literature, National Book Award–nominee Gary Soto’s first collection (originally
published in 1977) draws on California’s fertile San Joaquin Valley, the people, the place, and the hard agricultural work done there by
immigrants. In these poems, joy and anger, violence and hope are placed in both the metaphorical and very real circumstances of the Valley.
Rooted in personal experiences—of the poet as a young man, his friends, family, and neighbors—the poems are spare but expansive, with
Soto’s voice as important as ever. This welcome new edition has been expanded with a crucial selection of complementary poems (some
previously unpublished) and a new introduction by the author. Praise for The Elements of San Joaquin “A response to the charged,
ideologically defiant voices from the seventies, The Elements of San Joaquin forever changed the course of Latino literature, redirecting us
toward the mundane and ephemeral. The poet’s only commitment, Gary Soto seemed to suggest, is to life itself. His teacher and role model
was Philip Levine, who encouraged him to see his own neighborhood, indeed his own backyard, as a kingdom. The result was a type of
poetry that weathered inclement times in ways that scores of other instant “hits” couldn’t. It was new yet as old as the Bible and it still is. The
word “classic” is overused these days. Not in this case.” —Ilan Stavans, Lewis-Sebring Professor in the Humanities, Latin American and
Latino Culture at Amherst College, and general editor of The Norton Anthology of Latino Literature “In the original The Elements of San
Joaquin, Gary Soto defined the Chicano character as an underrepresented part of the American whole, the identity that would serve as
foundation for my life’s work. My parents and grandparents had crossed borders, but Soto rooted me, us, here—in the daily poverty of
mejicano vecindades—on all those rural “Braly Streets” of Fresno, Brawley, and Salinas. His elements of sun, wind, stars, and field shadowed
my own destiny to bring justice there, to the people of the hoe and harvest.” —José Padilla, Executive Director of California Rural Legal
Assistance
Eight-year-old Nicole, who is part Mexican, is amazed when her cat Pip starts speaking in Spanish.
Do you believe that people can change? Can a bank robber marry the banker’s daughter without having any hidden thoughts and intentions?
"A Retrieved Reformation" tells the story of Jimmy, a formal prisoner, who decides to quit violating the law in the name of love. He takes up a
new identity and starts a new life as an honorable man. However he is about to face a choice which can cost him his future. Will he sacrifice
himself in order to save a child in danger or he will prefer to keep his old identity in secret? William Sydney Porter, better known as O. Henry,
was an American writer who lived in the late 19th century. He gains wide popularity with his short stories which often take place either in New
York or some small American towns. The plot twists and the surprise endings are a typical and integral part of O. Henry’s short stories. Some
of his best known works are "The Gift of the Magi", "The Cop and the Anthem", "A Retrieved Reformation". His stories often deal with
ordinary people and the individual aspects of life. As a result of the outstanding literature legacy that O. Henry left behind, there is an
American annual award after his name, given to exceptional short stories.
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Father Boyle started Homeboy Industries nearly 20 years ago, which has served members of more than half of the gangs
in Los Angeles. This collection presents parables about kinship and the sacredness of life drawn from Boyle's years of
working with gangs.
Build bridges of support so English language learners and standard English learners can learn alongside their peers! This
comprehensive, research-based guide helps teachers bridge multiple gaps and promote learning for English language
learners (ELLs) and standard English learners (SELs). The authors provide strategies, examples, and tools to address:
The gap between students and texts: covering word recognition, background knowledge, comprehension, and academic
language development The gap between students and teachers: including sociocultural differences between teachers
and students and teacher perceptions and expectations The gap between students and their peers: discussing language
proficiency differences, grouping strategies, and grade-level and schoolwide programs
“Jordan . . . is among the bravest of us, the most outraged. She feels for all. She is the universal poet.”—Alice Walker
“Always urgent, inspiring, and demanding, Jordan's work has left its indelible mark everywhere from Essence to The
Norton Anthology of Poetry, and from theater stages to the floors of the United Nations and the United States
Congress.”—BOMB Directed by Desire is the definitive overview of the poetry of June Jordan, considered one of the most
lyrically gifted poets of the late twentieth century. Directed by Desire gathers the finest work from Jordan's 10 volumes,
as well as 70 new, never-before-published poems that she wrote while dying of breast cancer. Throughout over 600
pages readers will find intimate lyricism, elegance, fury, meditative solos, and dazzling vernacular riffs. As Adrienne Rich
writes in her introduction, June Jordan “wanted her readers, listeners, students, to feel their own latent power—of the
word, the deed, of their own beauty and intrinsic value. . . . She believed, and nourished the belief, that genuine, up-fromthe-bottom revolution must include art, laughter, sensual pleasure, and the widest possible human referentiality.” From
These Poems These poems they are things that I do in the dark reaching for you whoever you are and are you ready?
June Jordan taught at the University of California Berkeley for many years and founded Poetry for the People. Her 28
books include poetry, essays, fiction, and children's books. She was a regular columnist for The Progressive and a
prolific writer whose articles appeared in The Village Voice, The New York Times, Ms. Magazine, and The Nation. Her
numerous awards include a PEN West Freedom to Write Award and a lifetime achievement award from the National
Black Writers Conference. After her death from breast cancer in 2002, a school in the San Francisco School District was
renamed in her honor.
The Sonoran Desert of the southwestern United States and northern Mexico sizzles in the sun. Daytime temperatures
commonly soar above [actual symbol not reproducible]. The parched, mineral earth gets less than three inches of rainfall
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a year on average; some years, none at all. Plants of the region even drop their leaves to hold each precious drop of
moisture. Yet this desert is one of the most fascinating and beautiful places in North America. A large variety of plants creosote bush, the fabled boojum and numerous other cacti and succulents - flourish here, as do a wealth of birds,
insects, and small mammals. Man is an uneasy resident, however, and although modern cities such as Phoenix and
Tucson use artificial water supplies and air-conditioning to survive on its fringes, the natural heart of the desert still rejects
all but the most intrepid sojourners. Two who know this desert well are Jack Dykinga and Charles Bowden. Each has
confronted it on foot over the course of many years. Bowden, who now lives in Tucson, recently said, "I go to it like a
thirsty animal goes to water. Something happens when you walk for a hundred miles in the desert and don't see a
footprint. Once I turned around and saw someone else's footprint and it really shook me up. Then I realized it was my
own." No casual visitor, Bowden expresses his feelings and experiences in words. He looks not only down at his own
footprints, but also back in the historical record - to the Spanish conquistador Cabeza de Vaca, to an eighteenth-century
Jesuit priest who cast for souls for seventeen years in Baja California. He recalls a Sand Papago Indian shaman who
knows the desert like a medicine chest and plans to live forever; and he affectionately remembers both the madness and
the sanity of his late friend, desert lover, and fellow pleader for preservation, Edward Abbey. Dykinga recaptures for us
the way the desert looks and feels in exquisite color photographs. He has walked and sweated and camped the length
and breadth of this place and brought back hundreds of brilliant large-format camera views. More than 120 are preserved
here - most never before published. Interwoven together, the personal visions of these two remarkable observers evoke
the Sonoran Desert with extraordinary power. We may or may not wish to be in the desert as they have been, but in
these pages we will come as close as it is possible to being there.
A collection of poems describing the experiences of Mexican Americans in California
"Cuban writer Reinaldo Arenas (1943-1990) is considered to be one of Latin America's most innovative and provocative
late-twentieth-century literary voices. A prolific writer who overcame enormous persecution and censorship, Arenas wrote
novels, short stories, poetry, theater pieces, and essays." "Francisco Soto's Reinaldo Arenas is not only the first
comprehensive review in English to examine and analyze the major works of Arenas, but it is also the first to trace the
articulation of homoerotic themes and issues in the Cuban writer's oeuvre."--BOOK JACKET.Title Summary field
provided by Blackwell North America, Inc. All Rights Reserved
To get the "ratoncitos," little mice, who have moved into the barrio to come to his house, Chato the cat prepares all kinds
of good food: fajitas, frijoles, salsa, enchiladas, and more.
This book offers teachers productive approaches to treating textual interpretation not as an effort to reach a single right
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view or answer, but rather as a collaborative activity involving lively discussion of texts drawn from a variety of media.
A Study Guide for Gary Soto's "Mother and Daughter", excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Short Stories for Students. This concise study guide
includes plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further reading; and much
more. For any literature project, trust Short Stories for Students for all of your research needs.
In his engaging new collection, National Book Award finalist Gary Soto creates poems that each begin with a line from Shakespeare and then
continue in Soto's fresh and accessible verse. Drawing on moments from the sonnets, Hamlet, Macbeth, A Midsummer Night's Dream,
Romeo and Juliet, and others, Soto illuminates aspects of the source material while taking his poems in directions of their own, strategically
employing the color of "thee" and "thine," kings, thieves, and lovers. The results are inspired, by turns meditative, playful, and moving, and
consistently fascinating for the conversation they create between the Bard's time and language and our own here and now.
Traces the rise of America's mass-market culture, from its beginnings in the 1890s to its present-day domination of American life. By the
author of True Love and Perfect Union. 10,000 first printing. $15,000 ad/promo.
Provides a close-up look at the scandals that rocked the San Francisco Zen Center, a leader in alternative religious practice and the
counterculture in America, and their repercussions. 75,000 first printing.
Experiencing first love, dealing with crushes and mending broken hearts are some of the topics of love and life captured in these beautiful
poems, told from the point of view of young adults of both sexes and diverse ethnicities. Reprint.
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