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In these absorbing accounts of five court cases, Jason A. Gillmer offers intimate glimpses into
Texas society in the time of slavery. Each story unfolds along boundaries--between men and
women, slave and free, black and white, rich and poor, old and young--as rigid social orders
are upset in ways that drive people into the courtroom. One case involves a settler in a rural
county along the Colorado River, his thirty-year relationship with an enslaved woman, and the
claims of their children as heirs. A case in East Texas arose after an owner refused to pay an
overseer who had shot one of her slaves. Another case details how a free family of color
carved out a life in the sparsely populated marshland of Southeast Texas, only to lose it all as
waves of new settlers ?civilized? the county. An enslaved woman in Galveston who was set
free in her owner's will--and who got an uncommon level of support from her attorneys--is the
subject of another case. In a Central Texas community, as another case recounts, citizens
forced a Choctaw native into court in an effort to gain freedom for his slave, a woman who
easily ?passed? as white. The cases considered here include Gaines v. Thomas, Clark v.
Honey, Brady v. Price, and Webster v. Heard. All of them pitted communal attitudes and values
against the exigencies of daily life in an often harsh place. Here are real people in their own
words, as gathered from trial records, various legal documents, and many other sources.
People of many colors, from diverse backgrounds, weave their way in and out of the
narratives. We come to know what mattered most to them--and where those personal
concerns stood before the law.
Today, the debate over reparations--whether African-Americans should be compensated for
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decades of racial subjugation--stands as the most racially divisive issue in American politics. In
this short, definitive work, Alfred L. Brophy, a leading expert on racial violence, traces the
reparations issue from the 1820s to the present in order to assess the arguments on both sides
of the current debate. Taking us inside litigation and legislatures past and present; examining
failed and successful lawsuits; and exploring reparations actions by legislatures, newspapers,
schools, businesses, and truth commissions, this book offers a valuable historical and legal
perspective for reparations advocates and critics alike. "A book about reparations and its
contentious qualities that is a must-read for all. If you want to know the essence of the debate,
this book is for you." --Charles K. Ogletree, Jr., Harvard Law School
Giving close consideration to previously neglected debates, Matthew Mason challenges the
common contention that slavery held little political significance in America until the Missouri
Crisis of 1819. Mason demonstrates that slavery and politics were enme
It is the best known book about American slavery, and was so incendiary upon its first
publication in 1852 that it actually ignited the social flames that led to Civil War less than a
decade later. What began as a series of sketches for the Cincinnati abolitionist newspaper The
National Era scandalized the North, was banned in the South, and ultimately became the
bestselling novel of the 19th century. Today, controversy over this melodramatic tale of the
dignified slave Tom, the brutal plantation owner Simon Legree, and Stowe's other vividly drawn
characters continues, as modern scholars debate the work's newly appreciated feminist
undertones and others decry it as the source of enduring stereotypes about African Americans.
As one of the most influential books in U.S. history, it deserves to be read by all students of
literature and of the American story. American abolitionist and author HARRIET BEECHER
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STOWE (1811-1896) was born in Connecticut, daughter of a Congregationalist minister and
sister to abolitionist theologian Henry Ward Beecher. She wrote more than two dozen books,
both fiction and nonfiction.
A prize-winning political scientist untangles the deep roots of tribalism in America. American
politics seems to be in an unprecedented uproar. But in this revelatory work of political history,
James A. Morone shows that today's rancor isn't what's new -- the clarity of the battle lines is.
Past eras were full of discord, but the most contentious question in American society -- Who
are we? -- never split along party lines. Instead, each party reached out to different groups on
the margins of power: immigrants, African Americans, and women. But, as the United States
underwent profound societal transformations from the Civil War to the populist explosion to the
Great Migration to civil rights to the latest era of immigration, the party alignment shifted.
African Americans conquered the old segregationist party and Democrats slowly evolved into
the party of civil rights, immigration, and gender rights. Republicans turned whiter and more
nativist. The unprecedented party lineup now injects tribal intensity into every policy difference.
Republic of Wrath tells the story of America as we've never heard it before, explaining the
origins of our fractious times and suggesting how we might build a more robust republic.
A major new interpretation recasts U.S. history between revolution and civil war, exposing a
dramatic reversal in sympathy toward Latin American revolutions. In the early nineteenth
century, the United States turned its idealistic gaze southward, imagining a legacy of revolution
and republicanism it hoped would dominate the American hemisphere. From pulsing port cities
to Midwestern farms and southern plantations, an adolescent nation hailed Latin America’s
independence movements as glorious tropical reprises of 1776. Even as Latin Americans were
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gradually ending slavery, U.S. observers remained energized by the belief that their founding
ideals were triumphing over European tyranny among their “sister republics.” But as slavery
became a violently divisive issue at home, goodwill toward antislavery revolutionaries waned.
By the nation’s fiftieth anniversary, republican efforts abroad had become a scaffold upon
which many in the United States erected an ideology of white U.S. exceptionalism that would
haunt the geopolitical landscape for generations. Marshaling groundbreaking research in four
languages, Caitlin Fitz defines this hugely significant, previously unacknowledged turning point
in U.S. history.
"This volume gathers historians of the early republic, the Civil War era, and African American
life to consider not whether African Americans participated in the politics of the early, ante-,
and postbellum republic, but how, when, and with what lasting effects. Together, the essays
advance several important revisions with the potential to transform our understandings of black
and U.S. political history in the period between the Revolutionary and Reconstruction eras.
These revisions should also lead historians to consider anew the classic questions regarding
how revolutionary the Revolution was; whether and how Reconstruction failed; and how
conflicts shaped by African Americans and their allies might be considered the rule in
American politics, not occasional and cataclysmic exceptions. They also suggest that black
politics needs to be analyzed simultaneously as a politics of racial resistance intruding upon
the political-electoral system and as the politics of biracial coalitions inside that system, rather
than as one or the other. Emancipation, Reconstruction, and Revolution, in other words, are
not solely events or even periods in U.S. history, but rather also interrelated processes that
began at the beginning and continued through the nineteenth century"-Page 4/20

Online Library Divisive Politics Of Slavery Section 1 Answers
A New York Times Notable Book Selection Winner of the Mark Lynton History Prize Winner of
the Anisfield-Wolf Book Award Winner of the Lionel Trilling Book Award A New York Times
Critics' Best Book "Excellent... stunning."—Ta-Nehisi Coates This book tells the story of
America’s original sin—slavery—through politics, law, literature, and above all, through the eyes
of enslavedblack people who risked their lives to flee from bondage, thereby forcing the nation
to confront the truth about itself. The struggle over slavery divided not only the American nation
but also the hearts and minds of individual citizens faced with the timeless problem of when to
submit to unjust laws and when to resist. The War Before the War illuminates what brought us
to war with ourselves and the terrible legacies of slavery that are with us still.
Revisiting the origins of the British antislavery movement of the late eighteenth century,
Christopher Leslie Brown challenges prevailing scholarly arguments that locate the roots of
abolitionism in economic determinism or bourgeois humanitarianism. Brown instead connects
the shift from sentiment to action to changing views of empire and nation in Britain at the time,
particularly the anxieties and dislocations spurred by the American Revolution. The debate
over the political rights of the North American colonies pushed slavery to the fore, Brown
argues, giving antislavery organizing the moral legitimacy in Britain it had never had before.
The first emancipation schemes were dependent on efforts to strengthen the role of the
imperial state in an era of weakening overseas authority. By looking at the initial public contest
over slavery, Brown connects disparate strands of the British Atlantic world and brings into
focus shifting developments in British identity, attitudes toward Africa, definitions of imperial
mission, the rise of Anglican evangelicalism, and Quaker activism. Demonstrating how
challenges to the slave system could serve as a mark of virtue rather than evidence of
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eccentricity, Brown shows that the abolitionist movement derived its power from a profound
yearning for moral worth in the aftermath of defeat and American independence. Thus
abolitionism proved to be a cause for the abolitionists themselves as much as for enslaved
Africans.
The first major history of popular sovereignty. Uses popular sovereignty as a lens for viewing
the radicalization of southern states' rights politics, demonstrating how this misbegotten
offspring of slavery and Manifest Destiny, though intended to assuage passions, instead
worsened sectional differences, radicalized southerners, and paved the way for secession.
The 1776 Report is the official report of The President's Advisory 1776 Commission. Submitted
to the President and released as a public document on January 18, 2021, the report explains
the core principles of the American founding and how they have shaped American history,
considers the leading challenges to these principles at home and abroad, and calls on all
Americans to “restore our national unity by rekindling a brave and honest love for our country
and by raising new generations of citizens who not only know the self-evident truths of our
founding, but act worthy of them.” This edition features the original text with the addition of
notes and commentary by Chair Larry P. Arnn, Vice Chair Carol Swain, and Executive Director
Matthew Spalding.
From the Pulitzer Prize–winning scholar, a timely history of the constitutional changes that built
equality into the nation’s foundation and how those guarantees have been shaken over time.
The Declaration of Independence announced equality as an American ideal, but it took the
Civil War and the subsequent adoption of three constitutional amendments to establish that
ideal as American law. The Reconstruction amendments abolished slavery, guaranteed all
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persons due process and equal protection of the law, and equipped black men with the right to
vote. They established the principle of birthright citizenship and guaranteed the privileges and
immunities of all citizens. The federal government, not the states, was charged with
enforcement, reversing the priority of the original Constitution and the Bill of Rights. In grafting
the principle of equality onto the Constitution, these revolutionary changes marked the second
founding of the United States. Eric Foner’s compact, insightful history traces the arc of these
pivotal amendments from their dramatic origins in pre–Civil War mass meetings of AfricanAmerican “colored citizens” and in Republican party politics to their virtual nullification in the
late nineteenth century. A series of momentous decisions by the Supreme Court narrowed the
rights guaranteed in the amendments, while the states actively undermined them. The Jim
Crow system was the result. Again today there are serious political challenges to birthright
citizenship, voting rights, due process, and equal protection of the law. Like all great works of
history, this one informs our understanding of the present as well as the past: knowledge and
vigilance are always necessary to secure our basic rights.
In the thirty-five years before the Civil War, it became increasingly difficult for Americans
outside the world of politics to have frank and open discussions about the institution of slavery,
as divisive sectionalism and heated ideological rhetoric circumscribed public debate. To talk
about slavery was to explore--or deny--its obvious shortcomings, its inhumanity, its
contradictions. To celebrate it required explaining away the nation's proclaimed belief in
equality and its public promise of rights for all, while to condemn it was to insult people who
might be related by ties of blood, friendship, or business, and perhaps even to threaten the
very economy and political stability of the nation. For this reason, Paul D. Naish argues,
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Americans displaced their most provocative criticisms and darkest fears about the institution
onto Latin America. Naish bolsters this seemingly counterintuitive argument with a compelling
focus on realms of public expression that have drawn sparse attention in previous scholarship
on this era. In novels, diaries, correspondence, and scientific writings, he contends, the heat
and bluster of the political arena was muted, and discussions of slavery staged in these
venues often turned their attention south of the Rio Grande. At once familiar and foreign, Cuba,
Brazil, Haiti, and the independent republics of Spanish America provided rhetorical landscapes
about which everyday citizens could speak, through both outright comparisons or implicit
metaphors, what might otherwise be unsayable when talking about slavery at home. At a time
of ominous sectional fracture, Americans of many persuasions--Northerners and Southerners,
Whigs and Democrats, scholars secure in their libraries and settlers vulnerable on the Mexican
frontier--found unity in their disparagement of Latin America. This displacement of anxiety
helped create a superficial feeling of nationalism as the country careened toward disunity of
the most violent, politically charged, and consequential sort.
From the very inception of the United States, few issues have been so divisive and defining as
American slavery. Even as the U.S. was founded on principles of liberty, independence and
freedom, slavery advocates and sympathizers positioned themselves in every aspect of
American influence. Over the centuries, the characterization of early American figures,
legislation and party platforms has been debated. The author seeks to clarify often
unanswered--or ignored--questions about notable figures, sociopolitical movements and their
positions on slavery. From early legislation like the Fugitive Slave Law of 1793 to
Reconstruction and the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, this book explores some of America's most
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controversial moments. Spanning the first American century, it offers a detailed chronology of
slavery and racism in early U.S. politics and society.
Britain's rarely-examined, nineteenth-century diplomatic efforts for abolition took contemporary
pre-eminence over most questions and almost sparked war with France in 1845. Kielstra
examines the issue in Anglo-French relations: how conflicting moral, economic, and nationalist
pressures and lobby groups affected domestic politics and high diplomacy. To preserve peace
and their positions, statesmen had little margin for error as they framed policies which attacked
the trade and satisfied mutually incompatible domestic opinions, in a struggle which holds
lessons for current efforts to include human rights concerns in foreign policy.
After its early introduction into the English colonies in North America, slavery in the United
States lasted as a legal institution until the passage of the Thirteenth Amendment to the
Constitution in 1865. But increasingly during the contested politics of the early republic,
abolitionists cried out that the Constitution itself was a slaveowners’ document, produced to
protect and further their rights. A Slaveholders’ Union furthers this unsettling claim by
demonstrating once and for all that slavery was indeed an essential part of the foundation of
the nascent republic. In this powerful book, George William Van Cleve demonstrates that the
Constitution was pro-slavery in its politics, its economics, and its law. He convincingly shows
that the Constitutional provisions protecting slavery were much more than mere “political”
compromises—they were integral to the principles of the new nation. By the late 1780s, a
majority of Americans wanted to create a strong federal republic that would be capable of
expanding into a continental empire. In order for America to become an empire on such a
scale, Van Cleve argues, the Southern states had to be willing partners in the endeavor, and
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the cost of their allegiance was the deliberate long-term protection of slavery by America’s
leaders through the nation’s early expansion. Reconsidering the role played by the gradual
abolition of slavery in the North, Van Cleve also shows that abolition there was much less
progressive in its origins—and had much less influence on slavery’s expansion—than previously
thought. Deftly interweaving historical and political analyses, A Slaveholders’ Union will likely
become the definitive explanation of slavery’s persistence and growth—and of its influence on
American constitutional development—from the Revolutionary War through the Missouri
Compromise of 1821.
Looks at the lives and politics of four of the key players in the independence and labour
movements of the 19th century: Daniel O'Connell (1775-1847); Charles Stewart Parnell
(1846-91); Michael Davitt (1846-1906); and James Bronterre O'Brien (1805-64).
Looks at the lives and politics of four of the key players in the independence and labour
movements of the 19th century: Daniel O'Connell (1775-1847); Charles Stewart Parnell
(1846-91); Michael Davitt (1846-1906); and James Bronterre O'Brien (1805-64). Volume 1
looks at the life of Daniel O’Connell.
This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the
original copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our
most important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the
public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United
States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a
Page 10/20

Online Library Divisive Politics Of Slavery Section 1 Answers
copyright on the body of the work. As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may
contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we
concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally
available to the public. We appreciate your support of the preservation process, and thank you
for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
In this book, Steven Lubet examines, in detail, three trials on the great issue of fugitive slaves
in the 1850’s, the fugitive slave statutes, and how the legal system coped or failed to cope with
the apparent inconsistencies between the Constitution supporting slavery and its purpose of
guaranteeing certain rights to every man. The first case occurred in 1851 when a white
Pennsylvania miller named Caster Hanway faced treason charges based on his participation in
the Christiana slave riot. The second trial was of Anthony Burns in Boston, and the third case
arose out of the 1858 capture of John Price by Kentucky slavehunters in the abolitionist
stronghold of Oberlin, Ohio. The fugitive slave trials also provide modern readers with
uncomfortable insights into the nature of slavery itself. With sincere conviction, many northern
judges – including some who claimed to oppose slavery – calmly considered the quantum of
evidence necessary to turn a human being into property. This book powerfully illuminates the
tremendous bravery of the fugitives, the moral courage of their rescuers and lawyers, and,
alas, the failure of American legal and political institutions to come to grips with slavery short of
civil war.
The Captive's Quest for FreedomFugitive Slaves, the 1850 Fugitive Slave Law, and the Politics
of SlaveryCambridge University Press
From the acclaimed historian and bestselling author: a page-turning account of the epic
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struggle over slavery as embodied by John Brown and Abraham Lincoln--two men moved to
radically different acts to confront our nation's gravest sin. John Brown was a charismatic and
deeply religious man who heard the God of the Old Testament speaking to him, telling him to
destroy slavery by any means. When Congress opened Kansas territory to slavery in 1854,
Brown raised a band of followers to wage war. His men tore pro-slavery settlers from their
homes and hacked them to death with broadswords. Three years later, Brown and his men
assaulted the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, hoping to arm slaves with weapons for
a race war that would cleanse the nation of slavery. Brown's violence pointed ambitious Illinois
lawyer and former officeholder Abraham Lincoln toward a different solution to slavery: politics.
Lincoln spoke cautiously and dreamed big, plotting his path back to Washington and perhaps
to the White House. Yet his caution could not protect him from the vortex of violence Brown
had set in motion. After Brown's arrest, his righteous dignity on the way to the gallows led
many in the North to see him as a martyr to liberty. Southerners responded with anger and
horror to a terrorist being made into a saint. Lincoln shrewdly threaded the needle between the
opposing voices of the fractured nation and won election as president. But the time for
moderation had passed, and Lincoln's fervent belief that democracy could resolve its moral
crises peacefully faced its ultimate test. The Zealot and the Emancipator is the thrilling account
of how two American giants shaped the war for freedom.
In Force and Freedom, Kellie Carter Jackson provides the first historical analysis exclusively
focused on the tactical use of violence among antebellum black activists. Through tactical
violence, argues Carter Jackson, abolitionist leaders created the conditions that necessitated
the Civil War.
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This ambitious book examines the constitutional and legal doctrines of the antislavery
movement from the eve of the American Revolution to the Wilmot Proviso and the 1848
national elections. Relating political activity to constitutional thought, William M. Wiecek
surveys the antislavery societies, the ideas of their individual members, and the actions of
those opposed to slavery and its expansion into the territories. He shows that the idea of
constitutionalism has popular origins and was not the exclusive creation of a caste of lawyers.
In offering a sophisticated examination of both sides of the argument about slavery, he not only
discusses court cases and statutes, but also considers a broad range of "extrajudicial"
thought—political speeches and pamphlets, legislative debates and arguments.
In 1787, the Northwest Ordinance made the Ohio River the dividing line between slavery and
freedom in the West, yet in 1861, when the Civil War tore the nation apart, the region failed to
split at this seam. In Slavery's Borderland, historian Matthew Salafia shows how the river was
both a physical boundary and a unifying economic and cultural force that muddied the
distinction between southern and northern forms of labor and politics. Countering the tendency
to emphasize differences between slave and free states, Salafia argues that these systems of
labor were not so much separated by a river as much as they evolved along a continuum
shaped by life along a river. In this borderland region, where both free and enslaved residents
regularly crossed the physical divide between Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky, slavery and free
labor shared as many similarities as differences. As the conflict between North and South
intensified, regional commonality transcended political differences. Enslaved and free African
Americans came to reject the legitimacy of the river border even as they were unable to
escape its influence. In contrast, the majority of white residents on both sides remained firmly
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committed to maintaining the river border because they believed it best protected their
freedom. Thus, when war broke out, Kentucky did not secede with the Confederacy; rather, the
river became the seam that held the region together. By focusing on the Ohio River as an
artery of commerce and movement, Salafia draws the northern and southern banks of the river
into the same narrative and sheds light on constructions of labor, economy, and race on the
eve of the Civil War.
In the final years of his political career, President John Quincy Adams was well known for his
objections to slavery, with rival Henry Wise going so far as to label him "the acutest, the
astutest, the archest enemy of southern slavery that ever existed." As a young statesman,
however, he supported slavery. How did the man who in 1795 told a British cabinet officer not
to speak to him of "the Virginians, the Southern people, the democrats," whom he considered
"in no other light than as Americans," come to foretell "a grand struggle between slavery and
freedom"? How could a committed expansionist, who would rather abandon his party and lose
his U.S. Senate seat than attack Jeffersonian slave power, later come to declare the Mexican
War the "apoplexy of the Constitution," a hijacking of the republic by slaveholders? What
changed? Entries from Adams's personal diary, more extensive than that of any American
statesman, reveal a highly dynamic and accomplished politician in engagement with one of his
generation's most challenging national dilemmas. Expertly edited by David Waldstreicher and
Matthew Mason, John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery offers an unusual perspective
on the dramatic and shifting politics of slavery in the early republic, as it moved from the
margins to the center of public life and from the shadows to the substance of Adams's politics.
The editors provide a lucid introduction to the collection as a whole and frame the individual
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documents with brief and engaging insights, rendering both Adams's life and the controversies
over slavery into a mutually illuminating narrative. By juxtaposing Adams's personal reflections
on slavery with what he said-and did not say-publicly on the issue, the editors offer a nuanced
portrait of how he interacted with prevailing ideologies during his consequential career and life.
John Quincy Adams and the Politics of Slavery is an invaluable contribution to our
understanding of the complicated politics of slavery that set the groundwork for the Civil War.
America is a smuggler nation. Our long history of illicit imports has ranged from West Indies
molasses and Dutch gunpowder in the 18th century, to British industrial technologies and
African slaves in the 19th century, to French condoms and Canadian booze in the early 20th
century, to Mexican workers and Colombian cocaine in the modern era. Contraband
capitalism, it turns out, has been an integral part of American capitalism. Providing a sweeping
narrative history from colonial times to the present, Smuggler Nation is the first book to retell
the story of America--and of its engagement with its neighbors and the rest of the world--as a
series of highly contentious battles over clandestine commerce. As Peter Andreas
demonstrates in this provocative and fascinating account, smuggling has played a pivotal and
too often overlooked role in America's birth, westward expansion, and economic development,
while anti-smuggling campaigns have dramatically enhanced the federal government's policing
powers. The great irony, Andreas tells us, is that a country that was born and grew up through
smuggling is today the world's leading anti-smuggling crusader. In tracing America's long and
often tortuous relationship with the murky underworld of smuggling, Andreas provides a muchneeded antidote to today's hyperbolic depictions of out-of-control borders and growing global
crime threats. Urgent calls by politicians and pundits to regain control of the nation's borders
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suffer from a severe case of historical amnesia, nostalgically implying that they were ever
actually under control. This is pure mythology, says Andreas. For better and for worse,
America's borders have always been highly porous. Far from being a new and unprecedented
danger to America, the illicit underside of globalization is actually an old American tradition. As
Andreas shows, it goes back not just decades but centuries. And its impact has been decidedly
double-edged, not only subverting U.S. laws but also helping to fuel America's evolution from a
remote British colony to the world's pre-eminent superpower.
This magisterial study, ten years in the making by one of the field's most distinguished
historians, will be the first to explore the impact fugitive slaves had on the politics of the critical
decade leading up to the Civil War. Through the close reading of diverse sources ranging from
government documents to personal accounts, Richard J. M. Blackett traces the decisions of
slaves to escape, the actions of those who assisted them, the many ways black communities
responded to the capture of fugitive slaves, and how local laws either buttressed or
undermined enforcement of the federal law. Every effort to enforce the law in northern
communities produced levels of subversion that generated national debate so much so that, on
the eve of secession, many in the South, looking back on the decade, could argue that the law
had been effectively subverted by those individuals and states who assisted fleeing slaves.
The 1850s offered the last remotely feasible chance for the United States to steer clear of Civil
War. Yet fundamental differences between North and South about slavery and the meaning of
freedom caused political conflicts to erupt again and again throughout the decade as the
country lurched toward secession and war. With their grudging acceptance of the Compromise
of 1850 and the election of Franklin Pierce as president in 1852, most Americans hoped that
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sectional strife and political upheaval had come to an end. Extremists in both North and South,
abolitionists and secessionists, testified to the prevailing air of complacency by their shared
frustration over having failed to bring on some sort of conflict. Both sets of zealots wondered
what it would take to convince the masses that the other side still menaced their respective
visions of liberty. And, as new divisive issues emerged in national politics-with slavery still
standing as the major obstacle-compromise seemed more elusive than ever. As the decade
progressed, battle lines hardened. The North grew more hostile to slavery while the South
seized every opportunity to spread it. "Immigrant Aid Societies" flourished in the North, raising
money, men, and military supplies to secure a free soil majority in Kansas. Southerners flocked
to the territory in an effort to fight off antislavery. After his stirring vilification of the institution of
slavery, Massachusetts senator Charles Sumner was brutally attacked on the floor of the
United States Senate. Congress, whose function was to peacefully resolve disputes, became
an armed camp, with men in both houses and from both sections arming themselves within the
capitol building. In October 1858, Senator William Henry Seward said that the nation was
headed for an "irrepressible conflict." In spite of the progress ushered in by the decade's
enormous economic growth, the country was self destructing. The Shattering of the Union:
America in the 1850s is a concise, readable analysis and survey of t
Central to the development of the American legal system, writes Professor Finkelman in
Slavery & the Law, is the institution of slavery. It informs us not only about early concepts of
race and property, but about the nature of American democracy itself. Prominent historians of
slavery and legal scholars analyze the intricate relationship between slavery, race, and the law
from the earliest Black Codes in colonial America to the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law and
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the Dred Scott decision prior to the Civil War. Slavery & the Law's wide-ranging essays focus
on comparative slave law, auctioneering practices, rules of evidence, and property rights, as
well as issues of criminality, punishment, and constitutional law. What emerges from this multifaceted portrait is a complex legal system designed to ensure the property rights of slaveholders and to institutionalize racism. The ultimate result was to strengthen the institution of
slavery in the midst of a growing trend toward democracy in the mid-nineteenth-century
Atlantic community.
A bold new interpretation of Nat Turner and the slave rebellion that stunned the American
South In 1831 Virginia, Nat Turner led a band of Southampton County slaves in a rebellion that
killed fifty-five whites, mostly women and children. After more than two months in hiding,
Turner was captured, and quickly convicted and executed. In the Matter of Nat Turner
penetrates the historical caricature of Turner as befuddled mystic and self-styled Baptist
preacher to recover the haunting persona of this legendary American slave rebel, telling of his
self-discovery and the dawning of his Christian faith, of an impossible task given to him by
God, and of redemptive violence and profane retribution. Much about Turner remains
unknown. His extraordinary account of his life and rebellion, given in chains as he awaited trial
in jail, was written down by an opportunistic white attorney and sold as a pamphlet to cash in
on Turner’s notoriety. But the enigmatic rebel leader had an immediate and broad impact on
the American South, and his rebellion remains one of the most momentous episodes in
American history. Christopher Tomlins provides a luminous account of Turner's intellectual
development, religious cosmology, and motivations, and offers an original and incisive analysis
of the Turner Rebellion itself and its impact on Virginia politics. Tomlins also undertakes a
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deeply critical examination of William Styron’s 1967 novel, The Confessions of Nat Turner,
which restored Turner to the American consciousness in the era of civil rights, black power,
and urban riots. A speculative history that recovers Turner from the few shards of evidence we
have about his life, In the Matter of Nat Turner is also a unique speculation about the meaning
and uses of history itself.
Lenny Duncan is the unlikeliest of pastors. Formerly incarcerated, he is now a black preacher
in the whitest denomination in the United States: the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA). Shifting demographics and shrinking congregations make all the headlines, but
Duncan sees something else at work--drawing a direct line between the church's lack of
diversity and the church's lack of vitality. The problems the ELCA faces are theological, not
sociological. But so are the answers. Part manifesto, part confession, and all love letter, Dear
Church offers a bold new vision for the future of Duncan's denomination and the broader
mainline Christian community of faith. Dear Church rejects the narrative of church decline and
calls everyone--leaders and laity alike--to the front lines of the churchÂs renewal through racial
equality and justice. It is time for the church to rise up, dust itself off, and take on forces of this
world that act against God: whiteness, misogyny, nationalism, homophobia, and economic
injustice. Duncan gives a blueprint for the way forward and urges us to follow in the
revolutionary path of Jesus.
The politics of slavery consumed the political world of the antebellum South. Although local
economic, ethnic, and religious issues tended to dominate northern antebellum politics, The
South and the Politics of Slavery convincingly argues that national and slavery-related issues
were the overriding concerns of southern politics during these years. Accordingly, southern
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voters saw their parties, both Democratic and Whig, as the advocates and guardians of
southern rights in the nation. William Cooper traces and analyzes the history of southern
politics from the formation of the Democratic party in the late 1820s to the demise of the
Democratic-Whig struggle in the 1850s, reporting on attitudes and reactions in each of the
eleven states that were to form the Confederacy. Focusing on southern politicians and parties,
Cooper emphasizes their relationship with each other, with their northern counterparts, and
with southern voters, and he explores the connections between the values of southern white
society and its parties and politicians. Based on extensive research in regional political
manuscripts and newspapers, this study will be valuable to all historians of the period for the
information and insight it provides on the role of the South in politics of the nation during the
lifespan of the Jacksonian party system.
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