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Janet Abbate recounts the key players and technologies that allowed the Internet to develop;
but her main focus is always on the social and cultural factors that influenced the Internet's
design and use. Since the late 1960s the Internet has grown from a single experimental
network serving a dozen sites in the United States to a network of networks linking millions of
computers worldwide. In Inventing the Internet, Janet Abbate recounts the key players and
technologies that allowed the Internet to develop; but her main focus is always on the social
and cultural factors that influenced the Internets design and use. The story she unfolds is an
often twisting tale of collaboration and conflict among a remarkable variety of players, including
government and military agencies, computer scientists in academia and industry, graduate
students, telecommunications companies, standards organizations, and network users. The
story starts with the early networking breakthroughs formulated in Cold War think tanks and
realized in the Defense Department's creation of the ARPANET. It ends with the emergence of
the Internet and its rapid and seemingly chaotic growth. Abbate looks at how academic and
military influences and attitudes shaped both networks; how the usual lines between producer
and user of a technology were crossed with interesting and unique results; and how later users
invented their own very successful applications, such as electronic mail and the World Wide
Web. She concludes that such applications continue the trend of decentralized, user-driven
development that has characterized the Internet's entire history and that the key to the
Internet's success has been a commitment to flexibility and diversity, both in technical design
and in organizational culture.
"In this wonderful book, Thomas Patterson effectively dethrones the concept of 'civilization' as
an abstract good, transcending human society." --Martin Bernal Drawing on his extensive
knowledge of early societies, Thomas C. Patterson shows how class, sexism, and racism have
been integral to the appearance of "civilized" societies in Western Europe. He lays out clearly
and simply how civilization, with its designs of "civilizing" and "being civilized," has been closely
tied to the rise of capitalism in Western Europe and the development of social classes.
This book challenges the common belief that race and racisms are phenomena that began
only in the modern era.
European identity is as much a problem as an opportunity. Although it is impossible to provide
an all-encompassing definition of what it means to be European, historicising and
contextualising this problem may well lead to the clarification and even creation of a European
identity. This is the contention of this volume, which approaches this complex notion from an
inter- and transdisciplinary perspective, examining facets ranging from the citizen to cultural
politics, from literature to traditional and digital media, from the US to China. As complex as
this idea is, this volume will extend the reader’s understanding of the timely and promising
problematisation of what may be termed “European identity.”
Polydore Vergil of Urbino (ca.1470-1555) fired his readers' imagination with his encyclopaedic
book On the inventors of all things ( De inventoribus rerum 1499). His account of the manifold
origins of sciences, crafts and social institutions is a praise of man's inventive genius and a
prototypical cultural history. Polydorus was a household name for several centuries. Erasmus
envied his friend the book's success, Rabelais heaped scorn on it, Catholic censors put it on
the index, while Protestants were fascinated with that papist work. In this first in-depth study of
the Renaissance 'bestseller', Catherine Atkinson examines not only the Italian humanist's bona
fide (mostly ancient) inventors, in books I-III, she enquires into the neglected and
misunderstood, yet equally important, books IV-VIII (1521). This early modern text, written on
the eve of the Reformation, is devoted to the highly controversial topic of the 'invention' of
ecclesiastical institutions. The priest and humanist Vergil, who during his 50 years in England
rose in the church hierarchy, is shown to be an acute observer of contemporary religious
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practice. He employs the inventor question (who was the first to do this?) as an instrument of
historiography and by comparing medieval church rites and institutions with religious practice
of antiquity, implicitly questions the singularity of the Christian church.
This book explores the development of abstraction from the moment of its declaration around
1912 to its establishment as the foundation of avant-garde practice in the mid-1920s. The book
brings together many of the most influential works in abstractions early history to draw a crossmedia portrait of this watershed moment in which traditional art was reinvented in a wholesale
way. Works are presented in groups that serve as case studies, each engaging a key topic in
abstractions first years: an artist, a movement, an exhibition or thematic concern. Key focal
points include Vasily Kandinskys ambitious Compositions V, VI and VII; a selection of Piet
Mondrians work that offers a distilled narrative of his trajectory to Neo-plasticism; and all the
extant Suprematist pictures that Kazimir Malevich showed in the landmark 0.10 exhibition in
1915.0Exhibition: MoMA, New York, USA (23.12.2012-15.4.2013).
This innovative publication maps out the broad and interdisciplinary field of contemporary
European social theory. It covers sociological theory, the wider theoretical traditions in the
social sciences including cultural and political theory, anthropological theory, social philosophy
and social thought in the broadest sense of the term. This volume surveys the classical
heritage, the major national traditions and the fate of social theory in a post-national and postdisciplinary era. It also identifies what is distinctive about European social theory in terms of
themes and traditions. It is divided into five parts: disciplinary traditions, national traditions,
major schools, key themes and the reception of European social theory in American and Asia.
Thirty-five contributors from nineteen countries across Europe, Russia, the Americas and
Asian Pacific have been commissioned to utilize the most up-to-date research available to
provide a critical, international analysis of their area of expertise. Overall, this is an
indispensable book for students, teachers and researchers in sociology, cultural studies,
politics, philosophy and human geography and will set the tone for future research in the social
sciences.

The Brussels Effect offers a novel account of the EU by challenging the view that it is a
declining world power. Anu Bradford explains how the EU exerts global influence
through its ability to unilaterally regulate the global marketplace without the need to
engage in neither international cooperation nor coercion.
During the interwar years, broadcast radio became a popular way for Europeans to
consume local, national, and international news. The medium not only began to shape
European policy and politics, but also laid the foundation for European unification and
global interconnectedness. In Europe On Air, Suzanne Lommers has documented the
rich and often underexposed history of broadcast radio through the lens of international
European relations. She specifically explores the roles of Radio Moscow, Radio
Luxembourg, Vatican Radio, and the International Broadcasting Union as institutions
that played an important role in national identities and establishing standards for
broadcasting. The radio also offered new opportunities to politicians, who seized upon a
vibrant and more direct way to communicate with their constituents. Essential reading
for scholars of technology and European history, Europe-On Air reveals broadcast radio
to be a technology that revolutionized international relations during the brief respite
between the chaos of war in Europe.
Inventing the Silent Majority in Western Europe and the United States examines the
unprecedented mobilization and transformation of conservative movements on both
sides of the Atlantic during a pivotal period in postwar history. Convinced that 'noisy
minorities' had seized the agenda, conservatives in Western Europe and the United
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States began to project themselves under Nixon's popularized label of the 'silent
majority'. The years between the early 1960s and the late 1970s witnessed the
emergence of countless new political organizations that sought to defend the existing
order against a perceived left-wing threat from the resurgence of a new, politically
organized Christian right to the beginnings of a radicalized version of neoliberal
economic policy. Bringing together new research by leading international scholars, this
ground-breaking volume offers a unique framework for studying the phenomenon of
conservative mobilization in a comparative and transnational perspective.
Drawing on cultural, social, and environmental history, as well as the histories of
science and medicine, this book shows how, amidst a growing reaction against exotic
imports -- whether medieval spices like cinnamon or new American arrivals like
chocolate and tobacco -- early modern Europeans began to take inventory of their own
"indigenous" natural worlds.
"This books shows how and why the ideas of creative individuals promote progress.
The insights are based on original archival research regarding over one hundred
thousand inventors, patented inventions, and innovation prizes in Europe and the
United States during industrialization. This systematic empirical analysis across time
and place and institutions provides an extensive microfoundation for understanding
technological change and long-run macroeconomic growth. British and French policies
favoured "administered innovation systems," in which elites, administrators or panels
made key economic decisions about inducement prizes, rewards and the allocation of
resources. European institutions generated returns that were misaligned with economic
value and productivity, and perpetuated socioeconomic inequality. Europe fell behind
when the negative consequences of such top-down administered systems accumulated
and reduced comparative advantage. The modern knowledge economy emerged when,
for the first time in world history, an intellectual property clause was included in a
national Constitution, in the United States. This strong endorsement for open-access
property rights and unfettered markets in ideas reflected a revolution in thinking about
the sources of creativity and technical progress. U.S. global industrial ascendancy was
a direct outcome of its decentralized market-oriented institutions, which fostered
diversity in ideas and innovations, the diffusion of information and disruptive
technologies, and sustained endogenous growth"-As early modern Europe launched its multiple projects of global empire, it
simultaneously embarked on an ambitious program of describing and picturing the
world. The shapes and meanings of the extraordinary global images that emerged from
this process form the subject of this highly original and richly textured study of cultural
geography. Inventing Exoticism draws on a vast range of sources from history,
literature, science, and art to describe the energetic and sustained international
engagements that gave birth to our modern conceptions of exoticism and globalism.
Illustrated with more than two hundred images of engravings, paintings, ceramics, and
more, Inventing Exoticism shows, in vivid example and persuasive detail, how
Europeans came to see and understand the world at an especially critical juncture of
imperial imagination. At the turn to the eighteenth century, European markets were
flooded by books and artifacts that described or otherwise evoked non-European
realms: histories and ethnographies of overseas kingdoms, travel narratives and
decorative maps, lavishly produced tomes illustrating foreign flora and fauna, and
Page 3/7

Download File PDF Inventing Europe
numerous decorative objects in the styles of distant cultures. Inventing Exoticism
meticulously analyzes these, while further identifying the particular role of the
Dutch—"Carryers of the World," as Defoe famously called them—in the business of
exotica. The form of early modern exoticism that sold so well, as this book shows,
originated not with expansion-minded imperialists of London and Paris, but in the canny
ateliers of Holland. By scrutinizing these materials from the perspectives of both
producers and consumers—and paying close attention to processes of cultural
mediation—Inventing Exoticism interrogates traditional postcolonial theories of
knowledge and power. It proposes a wholly revisionist understanding of geography in a
pivotal age of expansion and offers a crucial historical perspective on our own global
culture as it engages in a media-saturated world.
A critical analysis of the idea of Europe and the limits and possibilities of a European
identity in the broader perspective of history. This book argues that the crucial issue is
the articulation of a new identity that is based on post-national citizenship rather than
ambivalent notions of unity.
Wolff explores how Western thinkers contributed to defining and characterizing Eastern Europe
as half-civilized and barbaric.
EU–Middle East relations are multifaceted, varied and complex, shaped by historical, political,
economic, migratory, social and cultural dynamics. Covering these relations from a broad
perspective that captures continuities, ruptures and entanglements, this handbook provides a
clearer understanding of trends, thus contributing to a range of different turns in international
relations. The interdisciplinary and diverse assessments through which readers may grasp a
more nuanced comprehension of the intricate entanglements in EU–Middle East relations are
carefully provided in these pages by leading experts in the various (sub)fields, including
academics, think-tankers, as well as policymakers. The volume offers original reflections on
historical constructions; theoretical approaches; multilateralism and geopolitical perspectives;
contemporary issues; peace, security and conflict; and development, economics, trade and
society. This handbook provides an entry point for an informed exploration of the multiple
themes, actors, structures, policies and processes that mould EU–Middle East relations. It is
designed for policymakers, academics and students of all levels interested in politics,
international and global studies, contemporary history, regionalism and area studies.
The eleven essays in this volume offer diverse approaches to very different landscapes. Yet
they agree in viewing medieval western European landscape as artifact, as territiry constructed
by medieval people on several interrelated levels. By helping to articulate how places came to
be managed, created, and imagined, they offer their readers a much better apprecitaion of
what might be called a "deep ecology" of the Middle Ages. --introd.
What has been achieved regarding Turkey’s efforts at integration to the EU and what
obstacles remain to it achieving full membership? Like other developing countries, Turkey
displays visible signs of advancement with rapid increases in living standards, greater mobility
and the rapid spread of technology. Much of its legislation and political, economic and
administrative systems are also now aligned to the EU and this process has undoubtedly
contributed to democratization and modernization. At the same time problems in politics and
society persist; the Gezi protests, limitations of freedom of expression, frequent occupational
accidents in the mining and construction sectors, honour killings and political upheaval which
has manifested itself most starkly with the recent coup attempt all call attention to the
challenges facing a country in the process of change. Charting the political, legal and
economic relations between Turkey and the European Union since 1959 this book explores the
relationship through phases such as association, customs union and candidacy. Each chapter
covers a particular period in the relations and/or a theme which has both current and overall
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relevance to the conduct of the relations. In this way, the authors examine the impact of the EU
in affecting change, what has been achieved and the obstacles that remain.
In the current environment of a growing Muslim presence in Europe, young Muslims have
started to develop a subculture of their own. The manifestations reach from religious rap and
street wear with Islamic slogans to morally »impeccable« comedy. This form of religiously
permissible fun and of youth-compatible worship is actively engaged in shaping the future of
Islam in Europe and of Muslim/non-Muslims relations. Based on a vast collection of youth
cultural artefacts, participant observations and in-depth interviews in France, Britain and
Germany, this book provides a vivid description of Islamic youth culture and explores the
reasons why young people develop such a culture.
One of the most challenging problems in the history of Western ideas stems from the
emergence of Modernity out of the preceding period of the Latin Middle Ages. This volume
develops and extends the insights of the noted scholar Thomas M. Izbicki into the so-called
medieval/modern divide. The contributors include a wide array of eminent international
scholars from the fields of History, Theology, Philosophy, and Political Science, all of whom
explore how medieval ideas framed and shaped the thought of later centuries. This sometimes
involved the evolution of intellectual principles associated with the definition and imposition of
religious orthodoxy. Also addressed is the Great Schism in the Roman Church that set into
question the foundations of ecclesiology. In the same era, philosophical and theoretical
innovations reexamined conventional beliefs about metaphysics, epistemology and political
life, perhaps best encapsulated by the fifteenth-century philosopher, theologian and political
theorist Nicholas of Cusa.
When hurricanes, earthquakes, wildfires, and other disasters strike, we count our losses,
search for causes, commiserate with victims, and initiate relief efforts. Amply illustrated and
expansively researched, Inventing Disaster explains the origins and development of this
predictable, even ritualized, culture of calamity over three centuries, exploring its roots in the
revolutions in science, information, and emotion that were part of the Age of Enlightenment in
Europe and America. Beginning with the collapse of the early seventeenth-century Jamestown
colony, ending with the deadly Johnstown flood of 1889, and highlighting fires, epidemics,
earthquakes, and exploding steamboats along the way, Cynthia A. Kierner tells horrific stories
of culturally significant calamities and their victims and charts efforts to explain, prevent, and
relieve disaster-related losses. Although how we interpret and respond to disasters has
changed in some ways since the nineteenth century, Kierner demonstrates that, for better or
worse, the intellectual, economic, and political environments of earlier eras forged our own
twenty-first-century approach to disaster, shaping the stories we tell, the precautions we
ponder, and the remedies we prescribe for disaster-ravaged communities.

Since the fall of the Iron Curtain, formerly socialist countries have gone through
manifold transformations, whilst remnants of socialism remain ubiquitous. The volume
explores various spaces of the postsocialist landscape, presenting a mixture of real and
imaginary spaces, of memory and nostalgia, of aesthetic and political symbolism, of the
global East and the global South, of academic and essayistic writing. It casts a glance
at the heterogeneous relics of socialism and their transformation in very different parts
of the world. From the description of (post-)socialist interiors, façades, neighborhoods,
parks, monuments, and objects towards the imaginary spaces of literature, the
contributors describe the concreteness and intimacy of some of the places that span
across and even beyond of what is left of the »second world« today.
British politician Daniel Hannan's Inventing Freedom is an ambitious account of the
historical origin and spread of the principles that have made America great, and their
role in creating a sphere of economic and political liberty that is as crucial as it is
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imperiled. According to Hannan, the ideas and institutions we consider essential to
maintaining and preserving our freedoms—individual rights, private property, the rule of
law, and the institutions of representative government—are the legacy of a very specific
tradition that was born in England and that we Americans, along with other former
British colonies, inherited. By the tenth century, England was a nation-state whose
people were already starting to define themselves with reference to inherited commonlaw rights. The story of liberty is the story of how that model triumphed. How it was
enshrined in a series of landmark victories—the Magna Carta, the English Civil War, the
Glorious Revolution, the U.S. Constitution—and how it came to defeat every
international rival. Today we see those ideas abandoned and scorned in the places
where they once went unchallenged. Inventing Freedom is a chronicle of the success of
Anglosphere exceptionalism. And it is offered at a time that may turn out to be the end
of the age of political freedom.
This book deals with the simultaneous making of Portuguese engineers and the
Portuguese nation-state from the mid seventeenth century to the late twentieth century.
It argues that the different meanings of being an engineer were directly dependent of
projects of nation building and that one cannot understand the history of engineering in
Portugal without detailing such projects. Symmetrically, the authors suggest that the
very same ability of collectively imagining a nation relied on large measure on
engineers and their practices. National culture was not only enacted through poetry,
music, and history, but it demanded as well fortresses, railroads, steam engines, and
dams. Portuguese engineers imagined their country in dialogue with Italian, British,
French, German or American realities, many times overlapping such references. The
book exemplifies how history of engineering makes more salient the transnational
dimensions of national history. This is valid beyond the Portuguese case and draws
attention to the potential of history of engineering for reshaping national histories and
their local specificities into global narratives relevant for readers across different
geographies.
The novels of Storm Jameson and their depictions of Britain's relationship to Europe
around the Second World War represent a crucial departure from the work of her
contemporaries. As the first female President of English PEN, Jameson led her
country's wartime literary community through turbulent times in history by focusing on
European – rather than pointedly British – experiences of war. War, Nation and Europe
in the Novels of Storm Jameson is a timely critique situated within the historical and
theoretical contexts so fundamental to understanding her work. Presenting previously
unpublished archival material that documents her work as an ambassador for British
writers during a time of national upheaval, Katherine Cooper reveals how the novelist's
pacifism and evolving attitudes to war and peace were underpinned by her overarching
vision for the post-war world. Drawing comparisons to the works of Virginia Woolf,
Arthur Koestler, Graham Greene and others, this study shows how Jameson's novels
gesture towards prevalent internationalist perspectives and reshapes how we view the
literary history of the period.
Articles on the socio-cultural identity of women in West Bengal, India. b)s.
The EU as a democratic polity has been invented: it is a product of creative and
innovative actors and thinkers that conceptualized and by and by helped to realise it,
from the beginning up to the present. But the concepts, ideas, and utopias of a
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democratic Europe differ considerably. The processes of inventing and building a
democratic EU are marked by conceptual controversies in both public and academic
debates. These are the resource for the present book, which focuses on the concepts,
actors and controversies related to inventing the EU as a democratic polity. The
chapters study exemplary long-term and detail cases related to inventing and
institutionalizing the decisive elements of representative democracy in the EU—a
parliament, citizens that vote for it in universal suffrage and governmental bodies that
are linked to parliament in much the same way as government is in a parliamentary
democracy.
Music has gained the increasing attention of historians. Research has branched out to
explore music-related topics, including creative labor, economic histories of music
production, the social and political uses of music, and musical globalization. This
handbook both covers the history of music in Europe and probes its role for the making
of Europe during a "long" twentieth century. It offers concise guidance to key historical
trends as well as the most important research on central topics within the field.
Textbooks in history, geography & the social sciences provide important insights to the ways in
which societies function. Based on case studies from Europe, Japan & the United States, this
volume shows how concepts of space & time have changed people's view of their countries &
of the world as a whole.
An exciting account of the origins of the modern world Who formed the first literate society?
Who invented our modern ideas of democracy and free market capitalism? The Scots. As
historian and author Arthur Herman reveals, in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
Scotland made crucial contributions to science, philosophy, literature, education, medicine,
commerce, and politics—contributions that have formed and nurtured the modern West ever
since. Herman has charted a fascinating journey across the centuries of Scottish history. Here
is the untold story of how John Knox and the Church of Scotland laid the foundation for our
modern idea of democracy; how the Scottish Enlightenment helped to inspire both the
American Revolution and the U.S. Constitution; and how thousands of Scottish immigrants left
their homes to create the American frontier, the Australian outback, and the British Empire in
India and Hong Kong. How the Scots Invented the Modern World reveals how Scottish genius
for creating the basic ideas and institutions of modern life stamped the lives of a series of
remarkable historical figures, from James Watt and Adam Smith to Andrew Carnegie and
Arthur Conan Doyle, and how Scottish heroes continue to inspire our contemporary culture,
from William “Braveheart” Wallace to James Bond. And no one who takes this incredible
historical trek will ever view the Scots—or the modern West—in the same way again.
‘The most stimulating history book which has come my way this year ...’History Today
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