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First Published in 2017. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an Informa company.
Combining research that stretches across all of the social sciences and international case studies, Elizabeth Crooke here explores
the dynamics of the relationship between the community and the museum. Focusing strongly on areas such as Northern Ireland,
South Africa, Australia and North America to highlight the complex issues faced by museums and local groups, Crooke examines
one of the museum's primary responsibilities – working with different communities and using collections to encourage people to
learn about their own histories, and to understand other people's. Arguing for a much closer examination of this concept of
community, and of the significance of museums to different communities, Museums and Community is a dynamic look at a
relationship that has, in modern times, never been more important.
This cutting-edge new book is the replacement for Folklife and Museums: Selected Readings which was published nearly thirty
years ago in 1987. The editors of that volume, Patricia Hall and Charlie Seemann, are now joined by C. Kurt Dewhurst as a third
editor, for this book which includes updates to the still-relevant and classic essays and articles from the earlier text and features
new pioneering pieces by some of today’s most outstanding scholars and practitioners, to provide a more current overview of the
field and addressing contemporary issues. Folklife and Museums: Twenty-First Century Perspectives is a brand new collection of
cutting-edge essays that combine theoretical insights, practical applications, topical case studies (focusing on particular subject
matter areas and specific cultural groups), accompanied by up-to-date “resources” and “suggested readings” sections. Each
essay is preceded by an explanatory headnote contextualizing the essay and includes illustrative photographs.
Traditionally, academic library outreach has meant reaching out to the campus community, providing services to faculty and
students. Many universities and colleges, however, now have a new or renewed emphasis on outreach beyond the campus,
seeking to ensure their institutions' relevance to the community at large. How can and do academic libraries participate in this type
of outreach? What types of collaborations or partnerships are academic libraries forming with schools, public libraries, or
community groups? How do academic librarians partner with faculty or campus departments on their community projects? What
role does service-learning play? Nancy Courtney has assembled a sampling of approaches, from the innovative to the tried-andtrue, each written in the voice of its strongest champion.
Museums today find themselves within a mediatised society, where everyday life is conducted in a data-full and technology-rich
context. In fact, museums are themselves mediatised: they present a uniquely media-centred environment, in which
communicative media is a constitutive property of their organisation and of the visitor experience. The Routledge Handbook of
Museums, Media and Communication explores what it means to take mediated communication as a key concept for museum
studies and as a sensitising lens for media-related museum practice on the ground. Including contributions from experts around
the world, this original and innovative Handbook shares a nuanced and precise understanding of media, media concepts and
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media terminology, rehearsing new locations for writing on museum media and giving voice to new subject alignments. As a
whole, the volume breaks new ground by reframing mediated museum communication as a resource for an inclusive
understanding of current museum developments. The Routledge Handbook of Museums, Media and Communication will appeal to
both students and scholars, as well as to practitioners involved in the visioning, design and delivery of mediated communication in
the museum. It teaches us not just how to study museums, but how to go about being a museum in today’s world.
A framework for stabilizing and strengthening inner-city neighborhoods through the public interpretation of historic landscapes.
In Collaboration in Archaeological Practice, prominent archaeologists reflect on their experiences collaborating with descendant
communities (peoples whose ancestors are the subject of archaeological research).
The Encyclopedia of Local History addresses nearly every aspect of local history, including everyday issues, theoretical
approaches, and trends in the field. This encyclopedia provides both the casual browser and the dedicated historian with adept
commentary by bringing the voices of over one hundred experts together in one place. Entries include: ·Terms specifically related
to the everyday practice of interpreting local history in the United States, such as “African American History,” “City Directories,”
and “Latter-Day Saints.” ·Historical and documentary terms applied to local history such as “Abstract,” “Culinary History,” and
“Diaries.” ·Detailed entries for major associations and institutions that specifically focus on their usage in local history projects,
such as “Library of Congress” and “Society of American Archivists” ·Entries for every state and Canadian province covering
major informational sources critical to understanding local history in that region. ·Entries for every major immigrant group and
ethnicity. Brand-new to this edition are critical topics covering both the practice of and major current areas of research in local
history such as “Digitization,” “LGBT History,” museum theater,” and “STEM education.” Also new to this edition are graphics,
including 48 photographs. Overseen by a blue-ribbon Editorial Advisory Board (Anne W. Ackerson, James D. Folts, Tim Grove,
Carol Kammen, and Max A. van Balgooy) this essential reference will be frequently consulted in academic libraries with American
and Canadian history programs, public libraries supporting local history, museums, historic sites and houses, and local archives in
the U.S. and Canada. This third edition is the first to include photographs.

First Published in 2011. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an Informa company.
First Published in 2016. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an Informa company.
This book moves the field forward in its collective conversation about the interpretation of slavery—acknowledging the
criticism of the past and acting in the present to develop an inclusive interpretation of slavery.
Drawing together nearly 40 years of experience, Museums without Borders presents the key works of one of the most
respected practitioners and scholars in the field. Through these selected writings, Robert R. Janes demonstrates that
museums have a broader role to play in society than is conventionally assumed. He approaches the fundamental
questions of why museums exist and what they mean in terms of identity, community, and the future of civil life. This
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book consists of four Parts: Indigenous Peoples; Managing Change; Social Responsibility, and Activism and Ethics. The
Parts are ordered chronologically and each begins with an introduction and an overview of the ensuing articles which
situates the papers in their historical and cultural contexts. Using an interdisciplinary approach that combines
anthropology, ethnography, museum studies and management theory, Janes both questions and supports mainstream
museum practice in a constructive and self-reflective manner, offering readers alternative viewpoints on important issues.
Considering concepts not generally recognized in museum practice, such as the Roman leadership model of primus inter
pares and the Buddhist concept of mindfulness, Janes argues that the global museum community must examine how
they can meet the needs of the planet and its inhabitants. Museums without Borders charts the evolving role of the
contemporary museum in the face of environmental, societal and ethical challenges, and explores issues that have, and
will, continue to shape the museum sector for decades to come. This book demonstrates that it is both reasonable and
essential to expand the purpose of museums at this point in history – not only because of their unique characteristics and
value to society, but also because of Janes’ respect and admiration for their rich legacy. It is time that museums assist in
the creation of a new, caring, and more conscious future for themselves and their communities. This can only be done
through authentic engagement with contemporary issues and aspirations.
As art museum educators become more involved in curatorial decisions and creating opportunities for community voices
to be represented in the galleries of the museum, museum education is shifting from responding to works of art to
developing authentic opportunities for engagement with their communities. Current research focuses on museum
education experiences and the wide-reaching benefits of including these experiences into art education courses. As more
universities add art museum education to their curricula, there is a need for a text to support the topic and offer examples
of real-world museum education experiences. Engaging Communities Through Civic Engagement in Art Museum
Education deepens knowledge on museum and art education and civic engagement and bridges the gap from theory to
practice. The chapters focus on various sectors of this research, including diversity and inclusion in museum
experiences, engaging communities through new techniques, and museum and university partnerships. As such, it
includes coverage on timely topics that include programs and audience engagement with the LGBTQ+, refugee,
disability, and senior communities; socially responsive museum pedagogy; and the use of student workers. This book is
ideal for museum educators, museum directors, curators, professionals, practitioners, researchers, academicians, and
students who are interested in updated knowledge and research in art education, curriculum development, and civic
engagement.
"Collections: A Journal for Museum and Archives Professionals" is a multi-disciplinary peer-reviewed journal dedicated to
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the discussion of all aspects of handling, preserving, researching, and organizing collections. Curators, archivists,
collections managers, preparators, registrars, educators, students, and others contribute.
The definition of “public archaeology” has expanded in recent years to include archaeologists’ collaborations with and
within communities and activities in support of education, civic renewal, peacebuilding, and social justice. Barbara Little
and Paul Shackel, long-term leaders in the growth of a civically-engaged, relevant archaeology, outline a future trajectory
for the field in this concise, thoughtful volume. Drawing from the archaeological study of race and labor, among other
examples, the authors explore this crucial opportunity and responsibility, then point the way for the discipline to contribute
to the contemporary public good.
This call to action from AAM's Museums and Community Initiative challenges museums to pursue their potential as
active, visible players in community life. Essays and reflections offer food for thought on the complex process of changing
the terms of engagement between communities and museums.
While many museums have ignored public art as a distinct arena of art production and display, others have – either grudgingly or
enthusiastically – embraced it. Some institutions have partnered with public art agencies to expand the scope of special
exhibitions; other museums have attempted to establish in-house public art programs. This is the first book to contextualize the
collaborations between museums and public art through a range of essays marked by their coherence of topical focus, written by
leading and emerging scholars and artists. Organized into three sections it represents a major contribution to the field of art history
in general, and to those of public art and museum studies in particular. It includes essays by art historians, critics, curators, arts
administrators and artists, all of whom help to finally codify the largely unwritten history of how museums and public art have and
continue to intersect. Key questions are both addressed and offered as topics for further discussion: Who originates such public art
initiatives, funds them, and most importantly, establishes the philosophy behind them? Is the efficacy of these initiatives evaluated
in the same way as other museum exhibitions and programs? Can public art ever be a “permanent” feature in any museum? And
finally, are the museum and public art ultimately at odds, or able to mutually benefit one another?
Interpreting Immigration at Museums and Historic Sites draws from the collective learning of the forty museums and historic sites
that make up the Immigration and Civil Rights Network of the International Coalition of Sites of Conscience. Members of the
Network have developed interpretive approaches that tap the power of place and history to open new dialogue on difficult subjects
in a wide variety of contexts. The title considers the questions: How can museums use their collections and key stories as starting
points for audience engagement around immigration past and present? How can museums move beyond the "we are a nation of
immigrants" narrative - a narrative that does not resonate for all audiences? How can museums make opportunities for safe, open
dialogue on immigration accessible to all stakeholders including both new immigrants and receiving communities? Interpreting
Immigration includes strategies for the design, implementation, marketing and sustaining of programs that help visitors use the
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lens of history to address contemporary immigration issues and provides: Case studies from eight regionally diverse institutions
including ethnic identity museums, immigration museums and local history sites Piloted and evaluated immigration program
designs including models for exhibit development, art-based interpretation, school programs, adult programs and neighborhood
walking tours Audience building strategies A tested evaluation toolkit for measuring institutional success Lessons learned through
the National Dialogues on Immigration Project, a cross-regional series of public programs designed to spark a national
conversation on critical immigration topics like citizenship, American identity, border control, freedom of movement, and civil
liberties.
Tourism is an essentially visual experience: we leave our homes so as to travel to see places, thus adding to our personal
knowledge about, and experience of, the world. The study of tourism as a complex social phenomenon, beyond simply business,
is increasing in importance, and by providing an examination of perceptions of culture and society in tourism destinations through
the tourist's eyes, this book discusses how destinations were, and are, created and perceived through the "lens" of the tourist's
gaze. It is essential reading for researchers and students in tourism and related subjects.
Little and Shackel use case studies from different regions across the world to challenge archaeologists to create an ethical public
archaeology that is concerned not just with the management of cultural resources, but with social justice and civic responsibility.
Only a decade ago, the notion that museums, galleries and heritage organisations might engage in activist practice, with explicit
intent to act upon inequalities, injustices and environmental crises, was met with scepticism and often derision. Seeking to
purposefully bring about social change was viewed by many within and beyond the museum community as inappropriately political
and antithetical to fundamental professional values. Today, although the idea remains controversial, the way we think about the
roles and responsibilities of museums as knowledge based, social institutions is changing. Museum Activism examines the
increasing significance of this activist trend in thinking and practice. At this crucial time in the evolution of museum thinking and
practice, this ground-breaking volume brings together more than fifty contributors working across six continents to explore, analyse
and critically reflect upon the museum’s relationship to activism. Including contributions from practitioners, artists, activists and
researchers, this wide-ranging examination of new and divergent expressions of the inherent power of museums as forces for
good, and as activists in civil society, aims to encourage further experimentation and enrich the debate in this nascent and
uncertain field of museum practice. Museum Activism elucidates the largely untapped potential for museums as key intellectual
and civic resources to address inequalities, injustice and environmental challenges. This makes the book essential reading for
scholars and students of museum and heritage studies, gallery studies, arts and heritage management, and politics. It will be a
source of inspiration to museum practitioners and museum leaders around the globe.
The Encyclopedia of Library and Information Sciences, comprising of seven volumes, now in its fourth edition, compiles the
contributions of major researchers and practitioners and explores the cultural institutions of more than 30 countries. This major
reference presents over 550 entries extensively reviewed for accuracy in seven print volumes or online. The new fourth edition,
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which includes 55 new entires and 60 revised entries, continues to reflect the growing convergence among the disciplines that
influence information and the cultural record, with coverage of the latest topics as well as classic articles of historical and
theoretical importance.
Thriving in the Knowledge Age provides an entirely new way of envisioning the business model for your cultural institution.
The SAGE Encyclopedia of Music and Culture presents key concepts in the study of music in its cultural context and provides an
introduction to the discipline of ethnomusicology, its methods, concerns, and its contributions to knowledge and understanding of
the world's musical cultures, styles, and practices. The diverse voices of contributors to this encyclopedia confirm
ethnomusicology's fundamental ethos of inclusion and respect for diversity. Combined, the multiplicity of topics and approaches
are presented in an easy-to-search A-Z format and offer a fresh perspective on the field and the subject of music in culture. Key
features include: Approximately 730 signed articles, authored by prominent scholars, are arranged A-to-Z and published in a
choice of print or electronic editions Pedagogical elements include Further Readings and Cross References to conclude each
article and a Reader’s Guide in the front matter organizing entries by broad topical or thematic areas Back matter includes an
annotated Resource Guide to further research (journals, books, and associations), an appendix listing notable archives, libraries,
and museums, and a detailed Index The Index, Reader’s Guide themes, and Cross References combine for thorough search-andbrowse capabilities in the electronic edition
Outreach and engagement initiatives are crucial in promoting community development. This can be achieved through a number of methods,
including avenues in the fine arts. The Handbook of Research on the Facilitation of Civic Engagement through Community Art is a
comprehensive reference source for emerging perspectives on the incorporation of artistic works to facilitate improved civic engagement and
social justice. Featuring innovative coverage across relevant topics, such as art education, service learning, and student engagement, this
handbook is ideally designed for practitioners, artists, professionals, academics, and students interested in active citizen participation via
artistic channels.
Mastering Civic EngagementA Challenge to MuseumsAmer Alliance of Museums Press
Museums of Language and the Display of Intangible Cultural Heritage presents essays by practitioners based in language museums around
the world. Describing their history, mission, and modes of display, contributors demonstrate the important role intangible heritage can and
should play in the museum. Arguing that languages are among our most precious forms of cultural heritage, the book also demonstrates that
they are at risk of neglect, and of endangerment from globalisation and linguistic imperialism. Including case studies from across Europe,
North America, Africa, and Asia, this book documents the vital work being done by museums to help preserve languages and make them
objects of broad public interest. Divided into three sections, contributions to the book focus on one of three types of museums: museums of
individual languages, museums of language groups – both geographic and structural – and museums of writing. The volume presents
practical information alongside theoretical discussions and state-of-the-art commentaries concerning the representation of languages and
their cultural nature. Museums of Language and the Display of Intangible Cultural Heritage is the first volume to address the subject of
language museums and, as such, should be of interest to academics, researchers, and postgraduate students in the fields of museum and
Page 6/10

Access Free Mastering Civic Engagement A Challenge To Museums
cultural heritage studies, applied linguistics, anthropology, tourism, and public education.
Today, America's nonprofit organizations seem caught in a force field, buffeted by four impulses—voluntarism, professionalism, civic activism,
and commercialism. Too little attention, however, has been paid to the significant tensions among these impulses. Understanding this force
field and the factors shaping its dynamics thus becomes central to understanding the future of particular organizations and of the nonprofit
sector as a whole. In this second edition of an immensely successful volume, Lester Salamon and his colleagues offer an overview of the
current state of America's nonprofit sector, examining the forces that are shaping its future and identifying the changes that might be needed.
The State of Nonprofit America has been completely revised and updated to reflect changing political realities and the punishing economic
climate currently battering the nonprofit sector, which faces significant financial challenges during a time when its services are needed more
than ever. The result is a comprehensive analysis of a set of institutions that Alexis de Tocqueville recognized to be "more deserving of our
attention" than any other part of the American experiment.
The science museum field has made tremendous advances in understanding museum learning, but little has been done to consolidate and
synethesize these findings to encourage widespread improvements in practice. By clearly presenting the most current knowledge of museum
learning, In Principle, In Practice aims to promote effective programs and exhibitions, identify promising approaches for future research, and
develop strategies for implementing and sustaining connections between research and practice in the museum community.
This very practical book guides museums on how to create the highest quality experience possible for their visitors. Creating an environment
that supports visitor engagement with collections means examining every stage of the visit, from the initial impetus to go to a particular
institution, to front-of-house management, interpretive approach and qualitative analysis afterwards. This holistic approach will be immensely
helpful to museums in meeting the needs and expectations of visitors and building their audience. This book features: includes chapter
introductions and discussion sections supporting case studies to show how ideas are put into practice a lavish selection of tables, figures and
plates to support and illustrate the discussion boxes showing ideas, models and planning suggestions to guide development an up-to-date
bibliography of landmark research. The Engaging Museum offers a set of principles that can be adapted to any museum in any location and
will be a valuable resource for institutions of every shape and size, as well as a vital addition to the reading lists of museum studies students.
This book is about the way that professionals in archaeology and in other sectors of heritage interact with a range of stakeholder groups,
communities and the wider public. Whilst these issues have been researched and discussed over many years and in many geographical
contexts, the debate seems to have settled into a comfortable stasis wherein it is assumed that all that can be done by way of engagement
has been done and there is little left to achieve. In some cases, such engagement is built on legislation or codes of ethics and there can be
little doubt that it is an important and significant aspect of heritage policy. This book is different, however, because it questions not so much
the motivations of heritage professionals but the nature of the engagement itself, the extent to which this is collaborative or contested and the
implications this has for the communities concerned. Furthermore, in exploring these issues in a variety of contexts around the world, it
recognises that heritage provides a source of engagement within communities that is separate from professional discourse and can thus
enable them to find voices of their own in the political processes that concern them and affect their development, identity and well-being. This
book was published as a special issue of the International Journal of Heritage Studies.
The Oxford Handbook of Public History introduces the major debates within public history; the methods and sources that comprise a public
historian's tool kit; and exemplary examples of practice. It views public history as a dynamic process combining historical research and a wide
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range of work with and for the public, informed by a conceptual context. The editors acknowledge the imprecision bedeviling attempts to
define public history, and use this book as an opportunity to shape the field by taking a deliberately broad view. They include professional
historians who work outside the academy in a range of institutions and sites, and those who are politically committed to communicating
history to the wide range of audiences. This volume provides the information and inspiration needed by a practitioner to succeed in the wide
range of workplaces that characterizes public history today, for university teachers of public history to assist their students, and for working
public historians to keep up to date with recent research. This handbook locates public history as a professional practice within an intellectual
framework that is increasingly transnational, technological, and democratic. While the nation state remains the primary means of
identification, increased mobility and the digital revolution have occasioned a much broader outlook and awareness of the world beyond
national borders. It addresses squarely the tech-savvy, media-literate citizens of the world, the"digital natives" of the twenty-first century, in a
way that recognizes the revolution in shared authority that has swept museum work, oral history, and much of public history practice. This
volume also provides both currently practicing historians and those entering the field a map for understanding the historical landscape of the
future: not just to the historiographical debates of the academy but also the boom in commemoration and history outside the academy evident
in many countries since the 1990s, which now constitutes the historical culture in each country. Public historians need to understand both
contexts, and to negotiate their implications for questions of historical authority and the public historian's work. The boom in popular history is
characterized by a significant increase in both making and consuming history in a range of historical activities such as genealogy, family
history, and popular collecting; cultural tourism, historic sites, and memorial museums; increased memorialization, both formal and informal,
from roadside memorials to state funded shrines and memorial Internet sites; increased publication of historical novels, biographies, and
movies and TV series set in the past. Much of this, as well as a vast array of new community cultural projects, has been facilitated by the
digital technologies that have increased the accessibility of historical information, the democratization of practice, and the demand for sharing
authority.

Museums may not seem at first glance to be engaged in social work. Yet, Lois H. Silverman brings together here relevant visitor
studies, trends in international practice, and compelling examples that demonstrate how museums everywhere are using their
unique resources to benefit human relationships and, ultimately, to repair the world. In this groundbreaking book, Silverman forges
a framework of key social work perspectives to show how museums are evolving a needs-based approach to provide what
promises to be universal social service. In partnership with social workers, social agencies, and clients, museums are helping
people cope and even thrive in circumstances ranging from personal challenges to social injustices. The Social Work of Museums
provides the first integrative survey of this emerging interdisciplinary practice and an essential foundation on which to build for the
future. The Social Work of Museums is not only a vital and visionary resource for museum training and practice in the 21st century,
but also an invaluable tool for social workers, creative arts therapists, and students seeking to broaden their horizons. It will inspire
and empower policymakers, directors, clinicians, and evaluators alike to work together toward museums for the next age.
Systems Thinking in Museums explores systems thinking and the practical implication of it using real-life museum examples to
illuminate various entry points and stages of implementation and their challenges and opportunities. Its premise is that museums
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can be better off when they operate as open, dynamic, and learning systems as a whole as opposed to closed, stagnant, and
status quo systems that are compartmentalized and hierarchical. This book also suggests ways to incorporate systems thinking
based on reflective questions and steps with hopes to encourage museum professionals to employ systems thinking in their own
museum. Few books explore theory in practice in meaningful and applicable ways; this book offers to unravel complex theories as
applied in everyday practice through examples from national and international museums.
Places of Pain and Shame is a cross-cultural study of sites that represent painful and/or shameful episodes in a national or local
community’s history, and the ways that government agencies, heritage professionals and the communities themselves seek to
remember, commemorate and conserve these cases – or, conversely, choose to forget them. Such episodes and locations
include: massacre and genocide sites, places related to prisoners of war, civil and political prisons, and places of ‘benevolent’
internment such as leper colonies and lunatic asylums. These sites bring shame upon us now for the cruelty and futility of the
events that occurred within them and the ideologies they represented. They are however increasingly being regarded as ‘heritage
sites’, a far cry from the view of heritage that prevailed a generation ago when we were almost entirely concerned with protecting
the great and beautiful creations of the past, reflections of the creative genius of humanity rather than the reverse – the destructive
and cruel side of history. Why has this shift occurred, and what implications does it have for professionals practicing in the heritage
field? In what ways is this a ‘difficult’ heritage to deal with? This volume brings together academics and practitioners to explore
these questions, covering not only some of the practical matters, but also the theoretical and conceptual issues, and uses case
studies of historic places, museums and memorials from around the globe, including the United States, Northern Ireland, Poland,
South Africa, China, Japan, Taiwan, Cambodia, Indonesia, Timor and Australia.
Museums Involving Communities: Authentic Connections explores how museums can become more active and also considers
how they might involve members of their local communities in their everyday work. Examining the key components of the
museum–community relationship, this book looks at both the impact of museums on the cultural and civic lives of local
communities and the impact of local communities on the programs, collections, and organizational culture of museums.
Advocating an accessible and inclusive approach to museum management, Kadoyama focuses on the role of museum leadership
in fostering and deepening community relationships. The result offers insights into how relationships between communities and
museums can be forged in practice, how museums can be involved in building healthier communities, and how community
engagement strategies can be developed, implemented, and evaluated successfully. Written by an experienced museum
professional with extensive experience in community involvement and audience development, Museums Involving Communities is
key reading for museum workers looking to make an impact, while building long-term relations with local communities, to the
benefit of both museum and community. It should also be of great interest to students taking courses in museum and heritage
studies.
Kids have profound and important relationships to the past, but they don't experience history in the same way as adults. For
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museum professionals and everyone involved in informal history education and exhibition design, this book is the essential new
guide to creating meaningful and memorable connections to the past for children. This vital museum audience possesses many of
the same dynamic qualities as trained historian—curiosity, inquiry, empathy for the human experience—yet traditional history
exhibitions tend to focus on passive looking in the galleries, giving priority to relaying information through words. D. Lynn
McRainey and John Russick bring together top museum professionals to present state-of-the-art research and practice that
respects and incorporates kids' developmental stages and learning preferences and the specific ways in which kids connect to
history. They provide concrete tools for audience research and evaluation; exhibition development and design; and working with
kids as "creative consultants." The only book to focus comprehensively on history exhibits for kids, Connecting Kids to History With
Museum Exhibitions shows how to enhance the experiences of a vitally important but frequently the least understood museum
audience.
A Companion to Museum Studies captures the multidisciplinary approach to the study of the development, roles, and significance
of museums in contemporary society. Collects first-rate original essays by leading figures from a range of disciplines and
theoretical stances, including anthropology, art history, history, literature, sociology, cultural studies, and museum studies
Examines the complexity of the museum from cultural, political, curatorial, historical and representational perspectives Covers
traditional subjects, such as space, display, buildings, objects and collecting, and more contemporary challenges such as visiting,
commerce, community and experimental exhibition forms
“A fascinating collection of essays” by eminent historians exploring how we teach, remember, and confront the history and legacy
of American slavery (Booklist Online). In recent years, the culture wars have called into question the way America’s history of
slavery is depicted in books, films, television programs, historical sites, and museums. In the first attempt to examine the
historiography of slavery, this unique collection of essays looks at recent controversies that have played out in the public arena,
with contributions by such noted historians as Ira Berlin, David W. Blight, and Gary B. Nash. From the cancellation of the Library of
Congress’s “Back of the Big House” slavery exhibit at the request of the institution’s African American employees, who found the
visual images of slavery too distressing, to the public reaction to DNA findings confirming Thomas Jefferson’s relationship with his
slave Sally Hemings, Slavery and Public History takes on contemporary reactions to the fundamental contradiction of American
history—the existence of slavery in a country dedicated to freedom—and offers a bracing analysis of how Americans choose to
remember the past, and how those choices influence our politics and culture. “Americans seem perpetually surprised by
slavery—its extent (North as well as South), its span (over half of our four centuries of Anglo settlement), and its continuing
influence. The wide-ranging yet connected essays in [this book] will help us all to remember and understand.” —James W. Loewen,
author of Sundown Towns
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