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A story of faith and fraud in post–Civil War America, told through the lens of a
photographer who claimed he could capture images of the dead. In the early days of
photography, in the death-strewn wake of the Civil War, one man seized America’s
imagination. A “spirit photographer,” William Mumler took portrait photographs that
featured the ghostly presence of a lost loved one alongside the living subject. Mumler
was a sensation: The affluent and influential came calling, including Mary Todd Lincoln,
who arrived at his studio in disguise amidst rumors of séances in the White House.
Peter Manseau brilliantly captures a nation wracked with grief and hungry for proof of
the existence of ghosts and for contact with their dead husbands and sons. It took a
circus-like trial of Mumler on fraud charges, starring P. T. Barnum for the prosecution,
to expose a fault line of doubt and manipulation. And even then, the judge sided with
the defense, suggesting no one would ever solve the mystery of his spirit photography.
This forgotten puzzle offers a vivid snapshot of America at a crossroads in its history, a
nation in thrall to new technology while clinging desperately to belief. An NPR Best
Book of 2017 “A rare work of historical nonfiction that is both studious and just plain
entertaining.”—Publishers Weekly, Top Ten Books of 2017 “An exceptional
story.”—Errol Morris, New York Times Book Review “Manseau has become the
foremost chronicler of the deep American desire to believe in the weird, the strange,
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and the oddly wonderful.”—Jeff Sharlet, New York Times–bestselling author of The
Family: The Secret Fundamentalism at the Heart of American Power
A riveting account of the most fascinating battle of the Civil War, for all readers, from
young to old. MACKINLAY KANTOR Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Andersonville The
Civil War was in its third year. When troops entered Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, the
South seemed to be winning. But Gettysburg was a turning point. From July 1 to July 3,
1863, the Confederacy and the Union engaged in a bitter, bloody fight. The author
takes the reader through the events of that fateful confrontation and shows us how
"through strategy, determination, and sheer blind luck, the Union won the battle."
Inspired by the valor of the many thousands of soldiers who died there, President
Lincoln visited Gettysburg to give a brief but moving tribute. His Gettysburg Address is
one of the most famous speeches in American history.
Text and illustrations present the life of the boy born on the Kentucky frontier who
became the sixteenth president of the United States.
Edison's unusual life and valuable contributions to technology are surveyed in this ragsto-riches story of the great inventor
Unafraid to speak her mind and famously tenacious in her convictions, Eleanor
Roosevelt was still mourning the death of FDR when she was asked by President
Truman to lead a controversial commission, under the auspices of the newly formed
United Nations, to forge the world’s first international bill of rights. A World Made New
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is the dramatic and inspiring story of the remarkable group of men and women from
around the world who participated in this historic achievement and gave us the founding
document of the modern human rights movement. Spurred on by the horrors of the
Second World War and working against the clock in the brief window of hope between
the armistice and the Cold War, they grappled together to articulate a new vision of the
rights that every man and woman in every country around the world should share,
regardless of their culture or religion. A landmark work of narrative history based in part
on diaries and letters to which Mary Ann Glendon, an award-winning professor of law at
Harvard University, was given exclusive access, A World Made New is the first book
devoted to this crucial turning point in Eleanor Roosevelt’s life, and in world history.
Finalist for the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award
The third installment of the Making of America series, Abraham Lincoln, tells of one of
our most beloved presidents. Born in a cabin deep in the backwoods of Kentucky,
growing up in a family considered “the poorest of the poor,” Lincoln rose to become the
sixteenth president of the United States. As president, he guided the United States
through the Civil War, helped end slavery in America, and strengthened the federal
government. Unlike other biographies, the Making of America series goes beyond
individual narratives linking influential figures to create an overarching story of
America’s growth. The first three books in the series, read together, tell the story of
American constitutional history from the founding of the nation through the end of the
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Civil War. The stories can also be read on their own and are the perfect way to get
young readers excited about American history. The book includes selections of
Lincoln’s writing, a bibliography, and an index.
This valiant story of how young George Washington was drawn into his country's
struggle for independence gives readers a vivid perspective on a crucial era in
American history--and on the life of a revolutionary hero.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Pulitzer Prize–winning author Jon Meacham
helps us understand the present moment in American politics and life by looking back
at critical times in our history when hope overcame division and fear. ONE OF
OPRAH’S “BOOKS THAT HELP ME THROUGH” • NAMED ONE OF THE BEST
BOOKS OF THE YEAR BY NPR • The Christian Science Monitor • Southern Living
Our current climate of partisan fury is not new, and in The Soul of America Meacham
shows us how what Abraham Lincoln called the “better angels of our nature” have
repeatedly won the day. Painting surprising portraits of Lincoln and other presidents,
including Ulysses S. Grant, Theodore Roosevelt, Woodrow Wilson, Franklin D.
Roosevelt, Harry S. Truman, Dwight Eisenhower, and Lyndon B. Johnson, and
illuminating the courage of such influential citizen activists as Martin Luther King, Jr.,
early suffragettes Alice Paul and Carrie Chapman Catt, civil rights pioneers Rosa Parks
and John Lewis, First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt, and Army-McCarthy hearings lawyer
Joseph N. Welch, Meacham brings vividly to life turning points in American history. He
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writes about the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the birth of the Lost Cause; the
backlash against immigrants in the First World War and the resurgence of the Ku Klux
Klan in the 1920s; the fight for women’s rights; the demagoguery of Huey Long and
Father Coughlin and the isolationist work of America First in the years before World
War II; the anti-Communist witch-hunts led by Senator Joseph McCarthy; and Lyndon
Johnson’s crusade against Jim Crow. Each of these dramatic hours in our national life
have been shaped by the contest to lead the country to look forward rather than back,
to assert hope over fear—a struggle that continues even now. While the American story
has not always—or even often—been heroic, we have been sustained by a belief in
progress even in the gloomiest of times. In this inspiring book, Meacham reassures us,
“The good news is that we have come through such darkness before”—as, time and
again, Lincoln’s better angels have found a way to prevail. Praise for The Soul of
America “Brilliant, fascinating, timely . . . With compelling narratives of past eras of
strife and disenchantment, Meacham offers wisdom for our own time.”—Walter Isaacson
“Gripping and inspiring, The Soul of America is Jon Meacham’s declaration of his faith
in America.”—Newsday “Meacham gives readers a long-term perspective on American
history and a reason to believe the soul of America is ultimately one of kindness and
caring, not rancor and paranoia.”—USA Today
Highlights the life of the first president of the United States, known as the father of his
country, from his birth in Virginia to his death at Mount Vernon. Reissue.
Page 5/21

Get Free Meet Abraham Lincoln Landmark Books
The greatest of all Civil War campaigns, Gettysburg was the turning point of the turning
point in our nation’s history. Volumes have been written about this momentous threeday battle, but recent histories have tended to focus on the particulars rather than the
big picture: on the generals or on single days of battle—even on single charges—or on
the daily lives of the soldiers. In Gettysburg Sears tells the whole story in a single
volume. From the first gleam in Lee’s eye to the last Rebel hightailing it back across
the Potomac, every moment of the battle is brought to life with the vivid narrative skill
and impeccable scholarship that has made Stephen Sears’s other histories so
successful. Based on years of research, this is the first book in a generation that brings
everything together, sorts it all out, makes informed judgments, and takes stands. Even
the most knowledgeable of Civil War buffs will find fascinating new material and new
interpretations, and Sears’s famously accessible style will make the book just as
appealing to the general reader. In short, this is the one book on Gettysburg that
anyone interested in the Civil War should own.
Jan Matzeliger felt anything but welcome in Philadelphia in 1873. As well as being a
foreigner, Jan was half African American, which meant that most doors were closed to
him. Although the Civil War had been over for nearly ten years, inequality for African
Americans still persisted in its aftermath. However, Jan refused to let prejudice keep
him from achieving his dream of making a shoe-lasting machine to replace the tedious,
time-consuming hand sewing that held up shoe manufacturing processes in his day.
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Young Sylvia Mendez never expected to be at the center of a landmark legal battle.
Young Aki Munemitsu never expected to be sent away from her home and her life as
she knew it. The two girls definitely never expected to know each other, until their lives
intersected on a Southern California farm in a way that changed the country forever.
Who are Sylvia and Aki? And why did their family stories matter then and still matter
today? This book reveals the remarkable, never-before-told storyand-based on true
eventsand-of Mendez vs. Westminster School District, the California court case that
desegregated schools for Latino children and set the stage for Brown vs. Topeka Board
of Education at the national level.and
“Brilliant . . . Ferguson’s guided tour of the often amusing, sometimes bizarre ways we
remember Lincoln today . . . is heartening and even inspiring.” —Bill Kristol, Time
Abraham Lincoln was our greatest president and perhaps the most influential American
who ever lived. But what is his place in our country today? In Land of Lincoln, Andrew
Ferguson packs his bags and embarks on a journey to the heart of contemporary
Lincoln Nation, where he encounters a world as funny as it is poignant, and a
population as devoted as it is colorful. In small-town Indiana, Ferguson drops in on the
national conference of Lincoln presenters, 175 grown men who make their living (sort
of) by impersonating their hero. He meets the premier collectors of Lincoln memorabilia,
prized items of which include Lincoln’s chamber pot, locks of his hair, and pages from
a boyhood schoolbook. He takes his wife and children on a trip across the long-defunct
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Lincoln Heritage Trail, a driving tour of landmarks from Lincoln’s life. This book is an
entertaining, unexpected, and big-hearted celebration of Lincoln’s enduring influence
on our country—and the people who help keep his spirit alive. “A hilarious, offbeat tour
of Lincoln shrines, statues, cabins and museums . . . Mr. Ferguson maps it expertly,
with an understated Midwestern sense of humor that Lincoln, master of the funny story,
would have been the first to appreciate.” —William Grimes, The New York Times
In this account of an unprecedented feat of engineering, vision, and courage, Stephen
E. Ambrose offers a historical successor to his universally acclaimed Undaunted
Courage, which recounted the explorations of the West by Lewis and Clark. Nothing
Like It in the World is the story of the men who built the transcontinental railroad -- the
investors who risked their businesses and money; the enlightened politicians who
understood its importance; the engineers and surveyors who risked, and lost, their
lives; and the Irish and Chinese immigrants, the defeated Confederate soldiers, and the
other laborers who did the backbreaking and dangerous work on the tracks. The Union
had won the Civil War and slavery had been abolished, but Abraham Lincoln, who was
an early and constant champion of railroads, would not live to see the great
achievement. In Ambrose's hands, this enterprise, with its huge expenditure of
brainpower, muscle, and sweat, comes to life. The U.S. government pitted two
companies -- the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific Railroads -- against each other
in a race for funding, encouraging speed over caution. Locomo-tives, rails, and spikes
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were shipped from the East through Panama or around South America to the West or
lugged across the country to the Plains. This was the last great building project to be
done mostly by hand: excavating dirt, cutting through ridges, filling gorges, blasting
tunnels through mountains. At its peak, the workforce -- primarily Chinese on the
Central Pacific, Irish on the Union Pacific -- approached the size of Civil War armies,
with as many as fifteen thousand workers on each line. The Union Pacific was led by
Thomas "Doc" Durant, Oakes Ames, and Oliver Ames, with Grenville Dodge -America's greatest railroad builder -- as chief engineer. The Central Pacific was led by
California's "Big Four": Leland Stanford, Collis Huntington, Charles Crocker, and Mark
Hopkins. The surveyors, the men who picked the route, were latter-day Lewis and Clark
types who led the way through the wilderness, living off buffalo, deer, elk, and antelope.
In building a railroad, there is only one decisive spot -- the end of the track. Nothing like
this great work had been seen in the world when the last spike, a golden one, was
driven in at Promontory Summit, Utah, in 1869, as the Central Pacific and the Union
Pacific tracks were joined. Ambrose writes with power and eloquence about the brave
men -- the famous and the unheralded, ordinary men doing the extraordinary -- who
accomplished the spectacular feat that made the continent into a nation.
When Thomas Jefferson was young, Virginia was still a colony of England. Jefferson
thought that many English laws and taxes were unfair, so he studied hard to become a
lawyer and help make better laws. Soon he and others came to believe that the
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colonies should become a new country, and Jefferson was chosen to write the
Declaration of Independence. As the third president of the United States, he focused on
exploring the country and making it grow. His fairness and love of learning made him
one of the most beloved presidents of all time.
For more than 3,000 years, Egypt was a great civilization that thrived along the banks
of the Nile River. But when its cities crumbled to dust, Egypt’s culture and the secrets
of its hieroglyphic writings were also lost. The Pharaohs of Ancient Egypt explains how
archaeologists have pieced together their discoveries to slowly reveal the history of
Egypt’s people, its pharaohs, and its golden days.
Blood on the Moon examines the evidence, myths, and lies surrounding the political
assassination that dramatically altered the course of American history. Was John
Wilkes Booth a crazed loner acting out of revenge, or was he the key player in a wide
conspiracy aimed at removing the one man who had crushed the Confederacy's dream
of independence? Edward Steers Jr. crafts an intimate, engaging narrative of the
events leading to Lincoln's death and the political, judicial, and cultural aftermaths of his
assassination.
An account of the journey across the unexplored territory west of the Mississippi River
undertaken by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark in the early eighteen hundreds by
order of President Jefferson.
Schoolchildren will be fascinated by this clear account of Columbus's voyages and his
Page 10/21

Get Free Meet Abraham Lincoln Landmark Books
encounters with storms, Indians, and political intrigue. A map of the world in
Columbus's time and a detailed drawing of the Santa Maria add depth to this exciting,
real-life adventure tale.
Highlights the life of the man who was President during the Civil War and who was
responsible for ending slavery in America--forever. Reissue.
“Absolutely extraordinary...A landmark in the contemporary literature of the diaspora.”
—Jia Tolentino, author of Trick Mirror “If Concepcion were only about Samaha’s
mother, it would already be wholly worthwhile. But she was one of eight children in the
Concepcion family, whose ancestry Samaha traces in this. . . powerful book.” –The
New York Times A journalist's powerful and incisive account of the forces steering the
fate of his sprawling Filipino American family reframes how we comprehend the
immigrant experience Nearing the age at which his mother had migrated to the US, part
of the wave of non-Europeans who arrived after immigration quotas were relaxed in
1965, Albert Samaha began to question the ironclad belief in a better future that had
inspired her family to uproot themselves from their birthplace. As she, her brother
Spanky—a rising pop star back in Manila, now working as a luggage handler at San
Francisco airport—and others of their generation struggled with setbacks amid mounting
instability that seemed to keep prosperity ever out of reach, he wondered whether their
decision to abandon a middle-class existence in the Philippines had been worth the
cost. Tracing his family’s history through the region’s unique geopolitical roots in
Page 11/21

Get Free Meet Abraham Lincoln Landmark Books
Spanish colonialism, American intervention, and Japanese occupation, Samaha fits
their arc into the wider story of global migration as determined by chess moves among
superpowers. Ambitious, intimate, and incisive, Concepcion explores what it might
mean to reckon with the unjust legacy of imperialism, to live with contradiction and
hope, to fight for the unrealized ideals of an inherited homeland.
From the author of Lincoln: A Photobiography, comes a clear-sighted, carefully
researched account of two surprisingly parallel lives and how they intersected at a
critical moment in U.S. history. Abraham Lincoln and Frederick Douglass were both selftaught, both great readers and believers in the importance of literacy, both men born
poor who by their own efforts reached positions of power and prominence—Lincoln as
president of the United States and Douglass as the most famous and influential African
American of his time. Though their meetings were few and brief, their exchange of
ideas helped to end the Civil War, reunite the nation, and abolish slavery. Includes
bibliography, source notes, and index.
A Publishers Weekly Most Anticipated Book of Spring 2021 From a Pulitzer
Prize–winning historian, the powerful story of a fragile nation as it expands across a
contested continent. In this beautifully written history of America’s formative period, a
preeminent historian upends the traditional story of a young nation confidently marching
to its continent-spanning destiny. The newly constituted United States actually emerged
as a fragile, internally divided union of states contending still with European empires
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and other independent republics on the North American continent. Native peoples
sought to defend their homelands from the flood of American settlers through strategic
alliances with the other continental powers. The system of American slavery grew
increasingly powerful and expansive, its vigorous internal trade in Black Americans
separating parents and children, husbands and wives. Bitter party divisions pitted elites
favoring strong government against those, like Andrew Jackson, espousing a
democratic populism for white men. Violence was both routine and organized: the
United States invaded Canada, Florida, Texas, and much of Mexico, and forcibly
removed most of the Native peoples living east of the Mississippi. At the end of the
period the United States, its conquered territory reaching the Pacific, remained
internally divided, with sectional animosities over slavery growing more intense.
Taylor’s elegant history of this tumultuous period offers indelible miniatures of key
characters from Frederick Douglass and Sojourner Truth to Elizabeth Cady Stanton and
Margaret Fuller. It captures the high-stakes political drama as Jackson and Adams,
Clay, Calhoun, and Webster contend over slavery, the economy, Indian removal, and
national expansion. A ground-level account of American industrialization conveys the
everyday lives of factory workers and immigrant families. And the immersive narrative
puts us on the streets of Port-au-Prince, Mexico City, Quebec, and the Cherokee
capital, New Echota. Absorbing and chilling, American Republics illuminates the
continuities between our own social and political divisions and the events of this
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formative period.
An enlightening narrative exploring an oft-overlooked aspect of the sixteenth president's
life, An American Marriage reveals the tragic story of Abraham Lincoln’s marriage to
Mary Todd. Abraham Lincoln was apparently one of those men who regarded
“connubial bliss” as an untenable fantasy. During the Civil War, he pardoned a Union
soldier who had deserted the army to return home to wed his sweetheart. As the
president signed a document sparing the soldier's life, Lincoln said: “I want to punish
the young man—probably in less than a year he will wish I had withheld the pardon.”
Based on thirty years of research, An American Marriage describes and analyzes why
Lincoln had good reason to regret his marriage to Mary Todd. This revealing narrative
shows that, as First Lady, Mary Lincoln accepted bribes and kickbacks, sold permits
and pardons, engaged in extortion, and peddled influence. The reader comes to learn
that Lincoln wed Mary Todd because, in all likelihood, she seduced him and then
insisted that he protect her honor. Perhaps surprisingly, the 5’2” Mrs. Lincoln often
physically abused her 6’4” husband, as well as her children and servants; she
humiliated her husband in public; she caused him, as president, to fear that she would
disgrace him publicly. Unlike her husband, she was not profoundly opposed to slavery
and hardly qualifies as the “ardent abolitionist” that some historians have portrayed.
While she providid a useful stimulus to his ambition, she often “crushed his spirit,” as
his law partner put it. In the end, Lincoln may not have had as successful a presidency
Page 14/21

Get Free Meet Abraham Lincoln Landmark Books
as he did—where he showed a preternatural ability to deal with difficult people—if he had
not had so much practice at home.

Learn about the life of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. with this revised edition of the
popular Random House Step Up(TM) Biography of the great civil-rights leader
and advocate for peaceful resistance --includes new text and additional dynamic
photos. Perfect for reading level: 2.2. When Martin Luther King Jr., was growing
up, he wasn't allowed to use the water fountains the white children drank
from--and he didn't understand why. As he grew older, he studied hard and
practiced speaking to large groups. He marched and petitioned to change laws
that separated blacks from whites. As the leader of America's civil rights
movement, he inspired--and continues to inspire--millions of people to help
change this country for the better. For over half a century, Landmark Books have
been an important part of children's libraries. Hailed as the first historical series
for kids, Landmark Books show us where we've been and where we're going.
A biography of the fifteenth-century peasant girl who led a French army to victory
against the English, witnessed the crowning of King Charles VII, and was later
burned at the stake for witchcraft.
Abe spends his youth helping on his father's farm, participating in country sports
and reading until, at nineteen, he leaves home to seek his fortune
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Stories of magic, superstition, and witchcraft were strictly forbidden in the little
town of Salem Village. But a group of young girls ignored those rules, spellbound
by the tales told by a woman named Tituba. When questioned about their
activities, the terrified girls set off a whirlwind of controversy as they accused
townsperson after townsperson of being witches. Author Shirley Jackson
examines in careful detail this horrifying true story of accusations, trials, and
executions that shook a community to its foundations.
The definitive account of the Stonewall Riots, the first gay rights march, and the
LGBTQ activists at the center of the movement. “Martin Duberman is a national
treasure.”—Masha Gessen, The New Yorker On June 28, 1969, the Stonewall
Inn, a gay bar in New York's Greenwich Village, was raided by police. But instead
of responding with the typical compliance the NYPD expected, patrons and a
growing crowd decided to fight back. The five days of rioting that ensued
changed forever the face of gay and lesbian life. In Stonewall, renowned historian
and activist Martin Duberman tells the full story of this pivotal moment in history.
With riveting narrative skill, he re-creates those revolutionary, sweltering nights in
vivid detail through the lives of six people who were drawn into the struggle for
LGBTQ rights. Their stories combine to form an unforgettable portrait of the
repression that led up to the riots, which culminates when they triumphantly
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participate in the first gay rights march of 1970, the roots of today's pride
marches. Fifty years after the riots, Stonewall remains a rare work that evokes
with a human touch an event in history that still profoundly affects life today.
From the celebrated author Susan Higginbotham comes the incredible story of
Lincoln's First Lady A Union's First Lady As the Civil War cracks the country in
two, Mary Lincoln stands beside her husband praying for a swift Northern victory.
But as the body count rises, Mary can't help but fear each bloody gain. Because
her beloved sister Emily is across party lines, fighting for the South, and Mary is
at risk of losing both her country and her family in the tides of a brutal war. A
Confederate Rebel's Wife Emily Todd Helm has married the love of her life. But
when her husband's southern ties pull them into a war neither want to join, she
must make a choice. Abandon the family she has built in the South or fight
against the sister she has always loved best. With a country's legacy at stake,
how will two sisters shape history?
Told with a sense of immediacy that helps kids relate to history, this brilliant fullcolor photo-essay takes readers on a journey over the back roads of Illinois,
Kentucky and Indiana, to where Lincoln actually walked and shows them the
places Lincoln lived and worked as they are today.
In the American colonies of the 1770s, people were fed up with British laws.
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Local farmers and tradesmen secretly formed a militia. In 1775, when the British
marched into Lexington and Concord, Massachusetts, the Americans were
ready. From that first battle to the final showdown at Yorktown, the Americans
fought against tremendous odds. The British army was bigger and better trained.
Food and guns were scarce. But George Washington’s ragged army fought
for–and won–the freedom and independence we cherish to this day.Illustrated
with black-and-white photographs, the tale of our country's fight for independence
is brought to life in fast-moving, dramatic detail.
Turn any presentation into a landmark occasion “I love this book. I’ve followed Humes's
lessons for years, and he combines them all into one compact, hard-hitting resource. Get this
book on your desk now.”—Chris Matthews, Hardball Ever wish you could captivate your
boardroom with the opening line of your presentation, like Winston Churchill in his most
memorable speeches? Or want to command attention by looming larger than life before your
audience, much like Abraham Lincoln when, standing erect and wearing a top hat, he towered
over seven feet? Now, you can master presentation skills, wow your audience, and shoot up
the corporate ladder by unlocking the secrets of history’s greatest speakers. Author, historian,
and world-renowned speaker James C. Humes—who wrote speeches for five American
presidents—shows you how great leaders through the ages used simple yet incredibly effective
tricks to speak, persuade, and win throngs of fans and followers. Inside, you'll discover how
Napoleon Bonaparte mastered the use of the pregnant pause to grab attention, how Lady
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Margaret Thatcher punctuated her most serious speeches with the use of subtle props, how
Ronald Reagan could win even the most hostile crowd with carefully timed wit, and much,
much more. Whether you're addressing a small nation or a large staff meeting, you'll want to
master the tips and tricks in Speak Like Churchill, Stand Like Lincoln.
In order to escape religious persecution, a group of English Separatists set sail for America in
1620, hoping to establish a new colony.
An easy-to-read biography of the colorful American general whose victory over the Redcoats at
the Battle of New Orleans made him a national hero and aided in helping him become
America's seventh President.
A man of wisdom and courage. President Abraham Lincoln sits alone in the White House one
evening in 1865. The war between the states is over at last, and the slaves are free. This man
has come a long way from his small log cabin in Kentucky. What is he thinking about? What
memories run through his mind? Powerful text and stunning, historically accurate paintings
combine to present a unique portrait of one of the greatest presidents in American history.
Meet ROBERT E. LEE is the story of a great American leader forced to make a terrible
decision. Robert E. Lee the Virginian, son of a Revolutionary hero, served in the U.S. Army as
America moved towards Civil War. Loving his country, he hated to see the Union split, but he
could not fight against the South. His agonizing decision, his brilliant military leadership, and
the fine example he set when the battle was done, are all recounted in this thoroughly
researched and richly illustrated book.
To others, he was the American President, one of the most powerful men in the world,
presiding over one of the most horrific wars in history. But to Julia Taft, he was Tad Lincoln's
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father. Invited to the White House to watch over her two brothers, who were playmates of the
Lincolns' sons, Julia had an intimate perspective on the First Family's home life, which she
describes with charm and candor in this book. A rare look behind the public facade of the great
man, Julia's affectionate account of the Lincolns at home is rich with examples of the humor
and love that held the family together and that helped the President endure the pressures of
governing a nation divided. ø Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln often expressed their regret at
not having a daughter of their own. Julia Taft thus enjoyed a special place in their lives, and
her memoir reveals the warmth she elicited from the couple. She speaks of her initial fear of
Lincoln?the towering, rough-and-tumble backwoodsman?who won her over with teasing, and
of her relationship with Mary, who was never really accepted into Washington social life and
took particular comfort in Julia's presence. ø A unique glimpse into the social life of the Lincoln
White House, Julia Taft Bayne's memoir shows us the human drama played out daily behind
the great pageant of history.
“A masterwork [by] the preeminent historian of the Civil War era.”—Boston Globe Selected as a
Notable Book of the Year by the New York Times Book Review, this landmark work gives us a
definitive account of Lincoln's lifelong engagement with the nation's critical issue: American
slavery. A master historian, Eric Foner draws Lincoln and the broader history of the period into
perfect balance. We see Lincoln, a pragmatic politician grounded in principle, deftly navigating
the dynamic politics of antislavery, secession, and civil war. Lincoln's greatness emerges from
his capacity for moral and political growth.
Guide provides classroom activities for use with some Landmark Books biographies for young
readers.
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