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Public Policy Analysis
Combining the insights of an economist and a political scientist, this new third edition of Cases in Public Policy Analysis
offers real world cases to provide students with the institutional and political dimensions of policy problems as well as
easily understood principles and methods for analyzing public policies. Guess and Farnham clearly explain such basic
tools as problem-identification, forecasting alternatives, cost-effectiveness analysis, and cost-benefit analysis and show
how to apply these tools to specific cases. The new edition offers a revised framework for policy analysis, practical
guidelines for institutional assessment, and five new action-forcing cases. Up-to-date materials involving complex policy
issues, such as education reform, cigarette smoking regulation, air pollution control, public transit capital planning,
HIV/AIDS prevention strategies, and prison overcrowding are also included. Bridging the gap between methods and their
application in real life, Cases in Public Policy Analysis will be of interest to professors involved with upper-division and
graduate-level policy courses, as well as an excellent sourcebook in applied policy training for government practitioners
and consultants.
Public administration and policy analysis education have long emphasized tidiness, stages, and rationality, but
practitioners frequently must deal with a world where objectivity is buffeted by, repressed by, and sometimes defeated by
value conflict. Politics and policy are "messy" and power explains much more about the policy process than does
rationality. Public Policy Praxis, now in a thoroughly revised fourth edition, uniquely equips students to better grapple with
ambiguity and complexity. By emphasizing mixed methodologies, the reader is encouraged, through the use of a wide
variety of policy cases, to develop a workable and practical model of applied policy analysis. Students are given the
opportunity to try out these globally applicable analytical models and tools in varied case settings (e.g., county, city,
federal, international, plus urban and rural) while facing wide-ranging topics (starving farmers and the red panda in Nepal,
e-cigarettes, GMOs, the gig economy, and opioid abuse) that capture the diversity and reality of public policy analysis
and the intergovernmental and complex nature of politics. The fourth edition expands upon its thorough exploration of
specific tools of policy analysis, such as stakeholder mapping, content analysis, group facilitation, narrative analysis, costbenefit analysis, futuring, and survey analysis. Along with teaching "how to," the authors discuss the limitations, the
practical political problems, and the ethical problems associated with different techniques and methodologies. Many new
cases have been added, along with clear instructions on how to do congressional research and a Google Trends
analysis. An expanded online Teaching Appendix is included for adopters, offering original cases, answers to problems,
alternative approaches to case use, teaching exercises, student assignments, pedagogical ideas, and supplemental
material directly tied to concepts covered in the text. With an easily accessible and conversational writing style, Public
Policy Praxis is an ideal textbook for undergraduate and graduate courses in public policy analysis, community planning,
leadership, social welfare policy, educational policy, family policy, and special seminars.
'Public Policy' starts with the basics and describes government institutions, identifies primary policy actors, and reviews
major theoretical models. The authors then discuss the nature of policy analysis and its practice, and show students how
to employ evaluative criteria in six substantive policy areas.
Traditional policy analysis approaches are characterized by a focus on system modeling and choosing among policy
alternatives. While successful in many cases, this approach has been increasingly criticized for being technocratic and
ignoring the behavioral and political dimensions of most policy processes. In recent decades, increased awareness of the
multi-actor, multiple perspective, and poly-centric character of many policy processes has led to the development of a
variety of different perspectives on the styles and roles of policy analysis, and to new analytical tools and approaches –
for example, argumentative approaches, participative policy analysis, and negotiation support. As a result, the field has
become multi-faceted and somewhat fragmented. Public Policy Analysis: New Developments acknowledges the variety
of approaches and provides a synthesis of the traditional and new approaches to policy analysis. It provides an overview
and typology of different types of policy analytic activities, characterizing them according to differences in character and
leading values, and linking them to a variety of theoretical notions on policymaking. Thereby, it provides assistance to
both end users and analysts in choosing an appropriate approach given a specific policy situation. By broadening the
traditional approach and methods to include the analysis of actors and actor networks related to the policy issue at hand,
it deepens the state of the art in certain areas. While the main focus of the book is on the cognitive dimensions of policy
analysis, it also links the policy analysis process to the policymaking process, showing how to identify and involve all
relevant stakeholders in the process, and how to create favorable conditions for use of the results of policy analytic
efforts by the policy actors. The book has as its major objective to describe the state-of-the-art and the latest
developments in ex-ante policy analysis. It is divided into two parts. Part I explores and structures policy analysis
developments, the development and description of approaches to diagnose policy situations, design policy analytic
efforts, and policy process conditions. Part II focuses on recent developments regarding models and modeling for policy
analysis, placing modeling approaches in the context of the variety of conditions and approaches elaborated in Part I.
The Public Policy Process is essential reading for anyone trying to understand the process by which public policy is
made. Explaining clearly the importance of the relationship between theoretical and practical aspects of policy-making,
the book gives a thorough overview of the people and organisations involved in the process. Fully revised and updated
for a sixth edition, The Public Policy Process provides
This is part of a ten volume set of reference books offering authoritative and engaging critical overviews of the state of
political science. This work explores the business end of politics, where theory meets practice in the pursuit of public
good.
Most public policy analysis books currently on the market are US-centric and focused on quantitative analysis, while
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comparative public policy textbooks are oriented around countries and specific policy processes. International Public
Policy Analysis is the first textbook to take a truly comparative and cross-cultural approach, organized around policy
issues, to examine important policy ‘lessons’ that affect the everyday lives of citizens. Authors George Guess and
Thomas Husted demonstrate that incremental, marginal changes in sectoral policy systems using cross-national lessons
can lead to larger changes in country policies, democracy, and better governance. While whole-systems policy transfer
without major adaptation to local cultural and institutional contexts often does not work, many opportunities exist in each
sector for operational-level piecemeal transfer of lessons and practices to improve policy performance. Jargon-free and
using a cross-cultural approach, the individual chapters in this book utilize a 3-level analysis to review the policy issue
areas, present analytic tools and frameworks, and provide cases/exercises for practice in applying the methods and
frameworks. International Public Policy Analysis is an essential upper-level undergraduate and graduate textbook for
courses on comparative public policy, policy process, political economy, and international policy analysis, and may also
be used as required reading in introductory public affairs and policy courses at the graduate level.
In the Fifth Edition of A Practical Guide for Policy Analysis: The Eightfold Path to More Effective Problem Solving,
Eugene Bardach and new co-author Eric Patashnik draw on more than 40 years of experience teaching students to be
effective, accurate, and persuasive policy analysts. This bestselling handbook presents dozens of concrete tips,
interesting case studies, and step-by-step strategies that are easily applicable for the budding analyst as well as the
seasoned professional. In this new edition, Bardach and Patashnik update many examples to reflect the shifting
landscape of policy issues. A new section with advice on how to undertake policy design in addition to making policy
choices makes the book even more engaging. Readers will also appreciate a sample document of real world policy
analysis, suggestions for developing creative, "out-of-the-box" solutions, and tips for working with clients.
Public Policy Analysis, the most widely cited book on the subject, provides readers with a comprehensive methodology of
public policy analysis. Starting from the premise that policy analysis is an applied social science discipline designed for
solving practical problems facing public and nonprofit organizations, the book bridges the gap between theory and
practice. It provides practical skills for conducting policy analysis and communicating findings through memos, position
papers, and other forms of structured analytical writing. The book asks readers to critically anazlye the arguments of
policy practitioners as well as political scientists, economists, and political philosophers.
Public Policy Analytics: Code & Context for Data Science in Government teaches readers how to address complex public
policy problems with data and analytics using reproducible methods in R. Each of the eight chapters provides a detailed
case study, showing readers: how to develop exploratory indicators; understand ‘spatial process’ and develop spatial
analytics; how to develop ‘useful’ predictive analytics; how to convey these outputs to non-technical decision-makers
through the medium of data visualization; and why, ultimately, data science and ‘Planning’ are one and the same. A
graduate-level introduction to data science, this book will appeal to researchers and data scientists at the intersection of
data analytics and public policy, as well as readers who wish to understand how algorithms will affect the future of
government.
Leading Colombian academics and experienced policy practitioners cast new light on their country in this systematic
overview of policy analysis for an international audience. Examining the historical development and current status of
policy analysis as a field of study and in practice, it considers public policy analysis in government and the judiciary, and
across domains including health, education and the military. Contributors also delve into Colombia’s notable success in
economic regeneration, the management of cultural diversity and the resolution of long-term internal armed conflict. Not
just an important summation of policy analysis in Colombia, this book also provides insights and lessons applicable
elsewhere.
This unique book presents the first systematic overview of policy analysis activities in Belgium. Contributors from both
sides of the Dutch-French language border (from research institutes in Flanders, Brussels and Wallonia) use original
empirical data, through surveys and interviews with key players both within and outside government, to provide a
comprehensive study of policy analysis in a multi-level polity. By the very nature of the Belgian experience, the volume is
comparative, drawing conclusions on divergence and convergence of policy analysis, making it an important resource for
both national and international scholars.
The field called policy analysis focused originally on the formulation of new policies and was structured to give advice to
those in the top reaches of government agencies. Within several decades the field moved beyond the formulation stage
of the policy process (creating new policies) to agenda setting, implementation, and evaluation of existing policies. New
skill sets emerged and staff were found in many parts of the policy world. Despite these changes, there has been little
attention paid to the possible shifts in the relationship between analysts and clients, and students of policy analysis often
enter the world of work with little exposure to the situations they might face. Policy Analysis in the Twenty-First Century is
designed to familiarize students with the diversity of experiences that they can expect to face in their practitioner role.
Author Beryl Radin bases the discussion on case studies that illustrate realities in the current policy analysis
environment. Set in very different environments (including both US and international settings), the players in the cases
illustrate three different stages of a career (beginning the career, mid-career, and people at the end of their career). The
cases are based on realistic situations and demonstrate the volatility and complexity of the decision environments. At the
same time, they provide attention to the analysts’ personal values and career goals. This book will be required reading
for faculty and masters level students in both public management and policy analysis classes. It may also be used in
executive programs.
How well can democratic decision making incorporate the knowledge and expertise generated by public policy analysts?
This book examines the historical development of policy analysis, as well as its use in legislative and regulatory bodies
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and in the federal executive branch. The essays show that policy-analytic expertise effectively improves governmental
services only when it complements democratic decision making. When successful, policy analysis fosters valuable new
ideas, better use of evidence, and greater transparency in decision processes.
This Handbook presents the first comprehensive study of policy analytical practices in comparative perspective. It explores emerging
developments and innovations in the field and advances knowledge of the nature and quality of policy analysis across different countries and
at different levels of government by all relevant actors, both inside and outside government, who contribute to the diagnosis of problems and
the search for policy solutions. Handbook chapters examine all aspects of the science, art and craft of policy analysis. They do so both at the
often-studied national level, and also at the less well-known level of sub-national and local governments. In addition to studying governments,
the Handbook also examines for the first time the practices and policy work of a range of non-governmental actors, including think tanks,
interest groups, business actors, labour groups, media, political parties and non-profits. Bringing together a rich collection of cases and a
renowned group of scholars, the Handbook constitutes a landmark study in the field.
Collection of articles presented at the Seminar on Public Policy Analysis and Design organized by Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration from 23 to 25 August, 1993; with special reference to India.
Semiotic Analysis and Public Policy evaluates several key areas of public policy that are dependent on narrative, naming, sign, and branding
to create meaning. Semiotic analysis, drawing on the work of Saussure, Peirce, and others, allows for creation of a case-oriented model of
brand versus product, and of medium compared with message. Using a critical Habermasian lens, Atkinson convincingly exposes
approaches focusing too heavily on instrumentality and rhetoric that claims a resolution of complex societal dilemmas. Rooted in the literature
on public policy and semiotics, Atkinson creates an opportunity to delve more fully into the creation of narratives and meaning in policy, and
the origins and maintenance of public programs. Evaluation of such programs shows various levels of disconnect between popular
understanding of public considerations, political outcomes, and what results from the administrative/regulatory process in support of the law.
This book will be of interest for scholars and researchers of public policy, policy analysis, public administration, public management, and
policy implementation.
This book shows, from start to finish, how microeconomics can and should be used in the analysis of public policy problems. It is an exciting
new way to learn microeconomics, motivated by its application to important, real-world issues. Lee Friedman's modern replacement for his
influential 1984 work not only brings the issues addressed into the present but develops all intermediate microeconomic theory to make this
book accessible to a much wider audience. Friedman offers the microeconomic tools necessary to understand policy analysis of a wide range
of matters of public concern--including the recent California electricity crisis, welfare reform, public school finance, global warming, health
insurance, day care, tax policies, college loans, and mass transit pricing. These issues are scrutinized through microeconomic models that
identify policy strengths, weaknesses, and ideas for improvements. Each chapter begins with explanations of several fundamental
microeconomic principles and then develops models that use and probe them in analyzing specific public policies. The book has two primary
and complementary goals. One is to develop skills of economic policy analysis: to design, predict the effects of, and evaluate public policies.
The other is to develop a deep understanding of microeconomics as an analytic tool for application--its strengths and extensions into such
advanced techniques as general equilibrium models and pricing methods for natural monopolies and its weaknesses, such as behavioral
inconsistencies with utility-maximization models and its limits in comparing institutional alternatives. The result is an invaluable professional
and academic reference, one whose clear explanation of principles and analytic techniques, and wealth of constructive applications, will
ensure it a prominent place not only on the bookshelves but also on the desks of students and professionals alike.
The growth of what some academics refer to as 'the policy analysis movement' represents an effort to reform certain aspects of government
behaviour. The policy analysis movement is the result of efforts made by actors inside and outside formal political decision-making processes
to improve policy outcomes by applying systematic evaluative rationality to the development and implementation of policy options. This
volume offers a comprehensive overview of the many ways in which the policy analysis movement has been conducted, and to what effect, in
Canadian governments and, for the first time, in business associations, labour unions, universities, and other non-governmental
organizations. Editors Laurent Dobuzinskis, Michael Howlett, and David Laycock have brought together a wide range of contributors to
address questions such as: What do policy analysts do? What techniques and approaches do they use? What is their influence on policymaking in Canada? Is there a policy analysis deficit? What norms and values guide the work done by policy analysts working in different
institutional settings? Contributors focus on the sociology of policy analysis, demonstrating how analysts working in different organizations
tend to have different interests and to utilize different techniques. They compare and analyze the significance of these different styles and
approaches, and speculate about their impact on the policy process.
The study of public policy and the methods of policy analysis are among the most rapidly developing areas in the social sciences. Policy
analysis has emerged to provide a better understanding of the policymaking process and to supply decision makers with reliable policyrelevant knowledge about pressing economic and social problems. Presenting a broad, comprehensive perspective, the Handbook of Public
Policy Analysis: Theory, Politics, and Methods covers the historical development of policy analysis, its role in the policy process, and
empirical methods. The handbook considers the theory generated by these methods and the normative and ethical issues surrounding their
practice. Written by leading experts in the field, this book- Deals with the basic origins and evolution of public policy Examines the stages of
the policy-making process Identifies political advocacy and expertise in the policy process Focuses on rationality in policy decision-making
and the role of policy networks and learning Details argumentation, rhetoric, and narratives Explores the comparative, cultural, and ethical
aspects of public policy Explains primary quantitative-oriented analytical methods employed in policy research Addresses the qualitative sides
of policy analysis Discusses tools used to refine policy choices Traces the development of policy analysis in selected national contexts The
Handbook of Public Policy Analysis: Theory, Politics, and Methods describes the theoretical debates that have recently defined the field,
including the work of postpositivist, interpretivist, and social constructionist scholars. This book also explores the interplay between empirical
and normative analysis, a crucial issue running through contemporary debates.
Updated in its 3rd edition, Basic Methods of Policy Analysis and Planning presents quickly applied methods for analyzing and resolving
planning and policy issues at state, regional, and urban levels. Divided into two parts, Methods which presents quick methods in nine
chapters and is organized around the steps in the policy analysis process, and Cases which presents seven policy cases, ranging in degree
of complexity, the text provides readers with the resources they need for effective policy planning and analysis. Quantitative and qualitative
methods are systematically combined to address policy dilemmas and urban planning problems. Readers and analysts utilizing this text gain
comprehensive skills and background needed to impact public policy.
How do we incorporate analytical thinking into public policy decisions? Stuart Shapiro confronts this issue in Analysis and Public Policy by
looking at various types of analysis, and discussing how they are used in regulatory policy-making in the US. By looking at the successes and
failures of incorporating cost-benefit analysis, risk assessment, and environmental impact assessment, he draws broader lessons on its use,
focusing on the interactions between analysis and political factors, legal structures and bureaucratic organizations as possible areas for
reform. Utilizing empirical and qualitative research, Shapiro analyzes four different forms of analysis: cost-benefit analysis, risk assessment,
environmental impact assessment, and impact analysis. After interviewing nearly fifty individuals who have served in high levels of
government, and who have made countless regulatory policy decisions in their careers, Shapiro argues that advocates must become less
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ambitious and should craft requirements for simpler and clearer analysis. Such analysis, particularly if informed by public participation, can do
a great deal to improve government decisions. As this book details the relationship between analysis and institutional factors such as politics,
bureaucracy, and law, it is appropriate for a variety of readers, such as scholars of policy, students, scholars of regulation, and congressional
and state legislative staff looking to create new analytical requirements.
This text gives students a framework for analyzing public policy choices. The unique "political economy" approach focuses on the institutions
and market processes that contribute to the solving of public problems.
Part of the International Library of Policy Analysis series, this book provides the first detailed examination of the practice of policy analysis in
Mexico. Whilst shaped by the legacy of the Mexican state’s colonial history as well as by recent social, economic and political developments,
the study of policy analysis within Mexico provides important comparative lessons for other countries. Contributors study the nature of policy
analysis at different sectors and levels of government as well as by non-governmental actors, such as unions, business, NGOs and the
media, promoting the use of evidence-based policy analysis, leading to better policy results. The book is a vital resource for academics and
students of policy studies, public management, political science and comparative policy studies.
Covers the methods, substance and process of public policy.
Often described as a public policy “bible,” Weimer and Vining remains the essential primer it ever was. Now in its sixth edition, Policy
Analysis provides a strong conceptual foundation of the rationales for and the limitations to public policy. It offers practical advice about how
to do policy analysis, but goes a bit deeper to demonstrate the application of advanced analytical techniques through the use of case studies.
Updates to this edition include: A chapter dedicated to distinguishing between policy analysis, policy research, stakeholder analysis, and
research about the policy process. An extensively updated chapter on policy problems as market and governmental failure that explores the
popularity of Uber and its consequences. The presentation of a property rights perspective in the chapter on government supply to help show
the goal tensions that arise from mixed ownership. An entirely new chapter on performing analysis from the perspective of a public agency
and a particular program within the agency’s portfolio: public agency strategic analysis (PASA). A substantially rewritten chapter on
cost–benefit analysis, to better prepare students to become producers and consumers of the types of cost–benefit analyses they will
encounter in regulatory analysis and social policy careers. A new introductory case with a debriefing that provides advice to help students
immediately begin work on their own projects. Policy Analysis: Concepts and Practices remains a comprehensive, serious, and rich
introduction to policy analysis for students in public policy, public administration, and business programs.
Practitioners of policy analysis will better understand the tools of their trade, and the broader contexts in which analysis contributes.
Manski argues that public policy is based on untrustworthy analysis. Failing to account for uncertainty in an uncertain world, policy analysis
routinely misleads policy makers with expressions of certitude. Manski critiques the status quo and offers an innovation to improve both how
policy research is conducted and how it is used by policy makers.
What kind of policy analysis is required now that governments increasingly encounter the limits of governing? Exploring the new contexts of
politics and policy making, this book presents an original analysis of the relationship between state and society, and new possibilities for
collective learning and conflict resolution. The key insight of the book is that democratic governance calls for a new deliberatively-oriented
policy analysis. Traditionally policy analysis has been state-centered, based on the assumption that central government is self-evidently the
locus of governing. Drawing on detailed empirical examples, the book examines the influence of developments such as increasing ethnic and
cultural diversity, the complexity of socio-technical systems, and the impact of transnational arrangements on national policy making. This
contextual approach indicates the need to rethink the relationship between social theory, policy analysis, and politics. The book is essential
reading for all those involved in the study of public policy.
The authors want students to understand how and why policy analysis is used to assess policy alternatives--not only to question the
assumptions of policy analysts, but to recognize how analysis is used in support of political arguments. To encourage critical and creative
thinking on issues ranging from the federal deficit to the Affordable Care Act to gun control, the authors introduce and fully integrate an
evaluative approach to policy. Public Policy begins with a concise review of institutions, policy actors, and major theoretical models. The
authors then discuss the nature of policy analysis and its practice, and show students how to employ evaluative criteria in six substantive
policy areas. Public Policy arms students with analytic tools they need to understand that the motivations of policy actors--both within and
outside of government--influence a complex, yet comprehensible, policy agenda.
Essential microeconomic theory and applications for policy analysis, public administration, health care, environmental management, urban
affairs, and urban planning.
This book is an English version of a successful text* on public policy analysis originally written for policy practitioners in Switzerland and
France. It presents a model for the analysis of public policy and includes examples of its application in everyday political-administrative
situations. This English version introduces supplementary illustrations and examples from the United Kingdom. Structured and written
accessibly for readers who may not have an academic background in the social sciences, Public Policy Analysis applies key ideas from
sociology, political science, administrative science and law to develop an analytical framework that can be used to carry out empirical studies
on different public policies.British scholars, practitioners and students are introduced all too rarely to ideas from the Francophone world, and
this book will contribute to remedying that. It will be particularly relevant for students and practitioners of public administration.
To celebrate the 270th anniversary of the De Gruyter publishing house, the company is providing permanent open access to 270 selected
treasures from the De Gruyter Book Archive. Titles will be made available to anyone, anywhere at any time that might be interested. The
DGBA project seeks to digitize the entire backlist of titles published since 1749 to ensure that future generations have digital access to the
high-quality primary sources that De Gruyter has published over the centuries.
A critical analysis of public policy decisions requires a far greater depth of knowledge than one receives from news reports and political
speeches. Issues such as how best to reduce traffic congestion, reduce acid rain, improve airline safety or develop a parcel of land are better
understood by organizing, measuring and weighing the effects of alternative policies. William K. Bellinger's new text book is an ideal
introduction to benefit-cost analysis, the economics of efficiency, risk analysis and present value discounting for those with only a modest
background in mathematics and economics. Bellinger presents the key concepts for analyzing public policy with frequent problems,
discussion questions and case studies throughout the book. Placing a great emphasis on teaching as well as sharing knowledge, this book
encourages its readers to both understand and apply each concept and learn to appreciate policy analysis as part of an interdisciplinary,
analytical and political process that can lead to better government policy decisions. This book is an ideal teaching tool for undergraduate and
Master's students engaged in Public Administration, Public Economics, and Public Policy.
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