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The Russian Revolution of 1917 has often been presented as a complete break with the past, with everything which had gone before swept
away, and all aspects of politics, economy and society reformed and made new.? Recently, however, historians have increasingly come to
question this view, discovering that Tsarist Russia was much more entangled in the processes of modernisation, and that the new regime
contained much more continuity than has previously been acknowledged.? This book presents new research findings on a range of different
aspects of Russian society, both showing how there was much change before 1917, and much continuity afterwards, and also going beyond
this to show that the new Soviet regime established in the 1920s, with its vision of the New Soviet Person, was in fact based on a complicated
mixture of new Soviet thinking and ideas developed before 1917 by a variety of non-Bolshevik movements.
Recent political developments in post-Soviet countries have raised novel issues regarding the stability of the post-Cold War world order. A
new direction in policy has been exemplified by the recent bolstering of a number of post-Soviet political and economic institutions - such as
CSTO, SCO and the Eurasian Economic Union - in which the role of Kazakhstan is considerable. In addition to its unique geopolitical
location, Kazakhstan’s importance in regional integration structures and international relations more broadly is reinforced by its rich oil and
uranium deposits. This book centres on an exploration of the changing relations between Russia and Kazakhstan and their impact on postSoviet interactions with the rest of the world. The role of specific factors in the formation of the post-Soviet regional system will be explored in
historical perspective. The multifaceted relations between Kazakhstan and Russia from 1991 to the contemporary period will be analysed in
terms of relations in several spheres: political, military and security, Kazakhstan’s nuclear withdrawal, ethnicity and national identity,
economic, foreign policies, regionalism and international trends and the impact of historic trends. An important analysis of Kazakhstan, the
second largest country in the post-Soviet world, this book is of interest to researchers of International Relations, Post-Soviet Studies and
Central Asia Studies.
Examines the history of the Cold War, reflecting Soviet, East European, Chinese, American, and West European viewpoints, and offering
new insights and solutions to long-standing puzzles
Bringing together leading scholars from a range of nations, Rethinking Antifascism provides a fascinating exploration of one of the most
vibrant sub-disciplines within recent historiography. Through case studies that exemplify the field’s breadth and sophistication, it examines
antifascism in two distinct realms: after surveying the movement’s remarkable diversity across nations and political cultures up to 1945, the
volume assesses its postwar political and ideological salience, from its incorporation into Soviet state doctrine to its radical questioning by
historians and politicians. Avoiding both heroic narratives and reflexive revisionism, these contributions offer nuanced perspectives on a
movement that helped to shape the postwar world.
In order to understand today's Russia and former Soviet republics, it is vital to consider their socialist past. Caroline Humphrey, one of
anthropology's most highly regarded thinkers on a number of topics including consumption, identity, and ritual, is the ideal guide to the
intricacies of post-Soviet culture. The Unmaking of Soviet Life brings together ten of Humphrey's best essays, which cover, geographically,
Central Russia, Siberia, and Mongolia; and thematically, the politics of locality, property, and persons. Bridging the strongest of Humphrey's
work from 1991 to 2001, the essays do a great deal to demystify the sensational topics of mafia, barter, bribery, and the new shamanism by
locating them in the lived experiences of a wide range of subjects. The Unmaking of Soviet Life includes a foreword and introductory
paragraphs by Bruce Grant and Nancy Ries that precede each essay.
Reveals the struggle to change the Soviet Union through Gorbachev's program of perestroika
The Soviet Union encompassed dozens of nationalities and ethnicities and, in the wake of its collapse, the politics of the area have
undergone enormous change. The articles in this book examine various facets of ethnicity in postcommunist Europe and Eurasia.
The author of Without a Map assesses modern-day Russia to consider such topics as whether the collapse of the Soviet Union was
preventable, Yeltsin's impact on political order and Putin's public popularity.

An examination of how the technical choices, social hierarchies, economic structures, and political dynamics shaped the Soviet
nuclear industry leading up to Chernobyl. The Chernobyl disaster has been variously ascribed to human error, reactor design
flaws, and industry mismanagement. Six former Chernobyl employees were convicted of criminal negligence; they defended
themselves by pointing to reactor design issues. Other observers blamed the Soviet style of ideologically driven economic and
industrial management. In Producing Power, Sonja Schmid draws on interviews with veterans of the Soviet nuclear industry and
extensive research in Russian archives as she examines these alternate accounts. Rather than pursue one “definitive”
explanation, she investigates how each of these narratives makes sense in its own way and demonstrates that each implies
adherence to a particular set of ideas—about high-risk technologies, human-machine interactions, organizational methods for
ensuring safety and productivity, and even about the legitimacy of the Soviet state. She also shows how these attitudes shaped,
and were shaped by, the Soviet nuclear industry from its very beginnings. Schmid explains that Soviet experts established nuclear
power as a driving force of social, not just technical, progress. She examines the Soviet nuclear industry's dual origins in weapons
and electrification programs, and she traces the emergence of nuclear power experts as a professional community. Schmid also
fundamentally reassesses the design choices for nuclear power reactors in the shadow of the Cold War's arms race. Schmid's
account helps us understand how and why a complex sociotechnical system broke down. Chernobyl, while unique and specific to
the Soviet experience, can also provide valuable lessons for contemporary nuclear projects.
Here at last in English is Nikolai Bukharin's autobiographical novel and final work. Many dissident texts of the Stalin era were
saved by chance, by bravery, or by cunning; others were systematically destroyed. Bukharin's work, however, was simultaneously
preserved and suppressed within Stalin's personal archives. At once novel, memoir, political apology, and historical document,
How It All Began, known in Russia as "the prison novel," adds deeply to our understanding of this vital intellectual and maligned
historical figure. The panoramic story, composed under the worst of circumstances, traces the transformation of a sensitive young
man into a fiery agitator, and presents a revealing new perspective on the background and causes of the revolution that
transformed the face of the twentieth century. Among the millions of victims of the reign of terror in the Soviet Union of the 1930's,
Bukharin stands out as a special case. Not yet 30 when the Bolsheviks took power, he was one of the youngest, most popular,
and most intellectual members of the Communist Party. In the 1920's and 30's, he defended Lenin's liberal New Economic Policy,
claiming that Stalin's policies of forced industrialization constituted a "military-feudal exploitation" of the masses. He also warned of
the approaching tide of European fascism and its threat to the new Bolshevik revolution. For his opposition, Bukharin paid with his
freedom and his life. He was arrested and spent a year in prison. In what was one of the most infamous "show trials" of the time,
Bukharin confessed to being a "counterrevolutionary" while denying any particular crime and was executed in his prison cell on
March 15, 1938. While in prison, Bukharin wrote four books, of which this unfinished novel was the last. It traces the development
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of Nikolai "Kolya" Petrov (closely modeled on Nikolai "Kolya" Bukharin) from his early childhood though to age fifteen. In lyrical and
poetic terms it paints a picture of Nikolai's growing political consciousness and ends with his activism on the eve of the failed 1905
revolution. The novel is presented here along with the only surviving letter from Bukharin to his wife during his time in prison, an
epistle filled with fear, longing, and hope for his family and his nation. The introduction by Stephen F. Cohen articulates Bukharin's
significance in Soviet history and reveals the troubled journey of this novel from Stalin's archives into the light of day.
Written in 1985, this book cuts through the Cold War stereotypes of the Soviet Union to arrive at fresh interpretations of that
country's traumatic history and later political realities. The author probes Soviet history, society, and politics to explain how the
U.S.S.R. remained stable from revolution through the mid-1980s.
From an award-winning scholar comes this definitive, single-volume history that illuminates the tensions and transformations of the
Russian Revolution. ? In The Russian Revolution, acclaimed historian Sean McMeekin traces the events which ended Romanov
rule, ushered the Bolsheviks into power, and introduced Communism to the world. Between 1917 and 1922, Russia underwent a
complete and irreversible transformation. Taking advantage of the collapse of the Tsarist regime in the middle of World War I, the
Bolsheviks staged a hostile takeover of the Russian Imperial Army, promoting mutinies and mass desertions of men in order to
fulfill Lenin's program of turning the "imperialist war" into civil war. By the time the Bolsheviks had snuffed out the last resistance
five years later, over 20 million people had died, and the Russian economy had collapsed so completely that Communism had to
be temporarily abandoned. Still, Bolshevik rule was secure, owing to the new regime's monopoly on force, enabled by illicit arms
deals signed with capitalist neighbors such as Germany and Sweden who sought to benefit-politically and economically-from the
revolutionary chaos in Russia. Drawing on scores of previously untapped files from Russian archives and a range of other
repositories in Europe, Turkey, and the United States, McMeekin delivers exciting, groundbreaking research about this turbulent
era. The first comprehensive history of these momentous events in two decades, The Russian Revolution combines cutting-edge
scholarship and a fast-paced narrative to shed new light on one of the most significant turning points of the twentieth century.
Reveals what really happened in Russia following the breakup of the Soviet Union, and the complicity of U.S. policy in a great
human tragedy. Reprint.
A path-breaking collection of essays by cutting-edge authors that reassess the Cold War since the fall of communism.
In this wide-ranging and acclaimed book, Stephen F. Cohen challenges conventional wisdom about the course of Soviet and postSoviet history. Reexamining leaders from Nikolai Bukharin, Stalin's preeminent opponent, and Nikita Khrushchev to Mikhail
Gorbachev and his rival Yegor Ligachev, Cohen shows that their defeated policies were viable alternatives and that their tragic
personal fates shaped the Soviet Union and Russia today. Cohen's ramifying arguments include that Stalinism was not the
predetermined outcome of the Communist Revolution; that the Soviet Union was reformable and its breakup avoidable; and that
the opportunity for a real post-Cold War relationship with Russia was squandered in Washington, not in Moscow. This is revisionist
history at its best, compelling readers to rethink fateful events of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries and the possibilities
ahead.
War--or the threat of war--usually strengthens states as governments tax, draft soldiers, exert control over industrial production,
and dampen internal dissent in order to build military might. The United States, however, was founded on the suspicion of state
power, a suspicion that continued to gird its institutional architecture and inform the sentiments of many of its politicians and
citizens through the twentieth century. In this comprehensive rethinking of postwar political history, Aaron Friedberg convincingly
argues that such anti-statist inclinations prevented Cold War anxieties from transforming the United States into the garrison state it
might have become in their absence. Drawing on an array of primary and secondary sources, including newly available archival
materials, Friedberg concludes that the "weakness" of the American state served as a profound source of national strength that
allowed the United States to outperform and outlast its supremely centralized and statist rival: the Soviet Union. Friedberg's
analysis of the U. S. government's approach to taxation, conscription, industrial planning, scientific research and development, and
armaments manufacturing reveals that the American state did expand during the early Cold War period. But domestic constraints
on its expansion--including those stemming from mean self-interest as well as those guided by a principled belief in the virtues of
limiting federal power--protected economic vitality, technological superiority, and public support for Cold War activities. The
strategic synthesis that emerged by the early 1960s was functional as well as stable, enabling the United States to deter, contain,
and ultimately outlive the Soviet Union precisely because the American state did not limit unduly the political, personal, and
economic freedom of its citizens. Political scientists, historians, and general readers interested in Cold War history will value this
thoroughly researched volume. Friedberg's insightful scholarship will also inspire future policy by contributing to our understanding
of how liberal democracy's inherent qualities nurture its survival and spread.
First published in 1983. Socialism was generally unpopular in Britain in the 1980s. The Left needed new ideas and fresh approaches if it was
ever to escape its isolation from the mainstream of political and cultural life. Rethinking Socialism brought such a perspective to socialist
thought and practice in Britain. Gavin Kitching contended that the unpopularity of the Left was not due primarily to the pernicious influence of
the press and media, as many socialists argued, but reflected fundamental changes in the British social structure and, above all, the simple
incredibility and irrelevance of many socialist beliefs and policies. He also claims that socialism will continue to be unpopular so long as it is
divorced from the values and concerns of the majority of British people. Kitching shows how basic and obvious facts about Britain, and other
advanced capitalist countries, were ignored or wished away, and how crucial lessons of the Soviet and East European experience had not
been learnt. He argues that radical politics in Britain both reflected and reinforced a ‘ghetto’ mentality bred by the Left’s political and
intellectual isolation. The book is more than just a critique, however; it presented as well a more relevant and popular alternative strategy for
the Left. This focused on extending and deepening political and economic democracy, and aimed to preserve the benefits which people had
derived from capitalism and parliamentary democracy while extending them and thus transforming the system that conferred them.
Military action in South Ossetia, growing tensions with the United States and NATO, and Russia's relationship with the European Union
demonstrate how the issue of Russian nationalism is increasingly at the heart of the international political agenda.This book considers a wide
range of aspects of Russian nationalism, focussing on the Putin period. It discusses the development of Russian nationalism, including in the
Soviet era, and examines how Russian nationalism grows out of – or is related to – ideology, culture, racism, religion and intellectual thinking,
and demonstrates how Russian nationalism affects many aspects of Russian society, politics and foreign policy. This book examines the
different socio-political phenomena which are variously defined as ‘nationalism’, ‘patriotism’ and ‘xenophobia’. As Russia reasserts itself
in the world, with Russian nationalism as one of the key driving forces in this process, an understanding of Russian nationalism is essential
for understanding the dynamics of contemporary international relations.
The British, Irish, Russian, American, German and Austrian contributors examine the intricate nature of the mass repression unleashed by
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the Stalinist leader of the USSR during 1937-38. The first part of the collection deals with annihilation policies against the Soviet elite and the
Communist International. The second section of the volume looks at mass operations of the secret police (NKVD) against social outcasts,
Poles and other 'hostile' ethnic groups. The final section comprises micro-studies about targeted victim groups among the general population.
Corruption, fake news, and the "informational autocracy" sustaining Putin in power After fading into the background for many years following
the collapse of the Soviet Union, Russia suddenly has emerged as a new threat—at least in the minds of many Westerners. But Western
assumptions about Russia, and in particular about political decision-making in Russia, tend to be out of date or just plain wrong. Under the
leadership of Vladimir Putin since 2000, Russia is neither a somewhat reduced version of the Soviet Union nor a classic police state.
Corruption is prevalent at all levels of government and business, but Russia's leaders pursue broader and more complex goals than one
would expect in a typical kleptocracy, such as those in many developing countries. Nor does Russia fit the standard political science model of
a "competitive authoritarian" regime; its parliament, political parties, and other political bodies are neither fakes to fool the West nor forums for
bargaining among the elites. The result of a two-year collaboration between top Russian experts and Western political scholars, Autocracy
explores the complex roles of Russia's presidency, security services, parliament, media and other actors. The authors argue that Putin has
created an “informational autocracy,” which relies more on media manipulation than on the comprehensive repression of traditional
dictatorships. The fake news, hackers, and trolls that featured in Russia’s foreign policy during the 2016 U.S. presidential election are also
favored tools of Putin’s domestic regime—along with internet restrictions, state television, and copious in-house surveys. While these tactics
have been successful in the short run, the regime that depends on them already shows signs of age: over-centralization, a narrowing of
information flows, and a reliance on informal fixers to bypass the bureaucracy. The regime's challenge will be to continue to block social
modernization without undermining the leadership’s own capabilities.
Is America in a new Cold War with Russia? How does a new Cold War affect the safety and security of the United States? Does Vladimir
Putin really want to destabilize the West? What should Donald Trump and America’s allies do? America is in a new Cold War with Russia
even more dangerous than the one the world barely survived in the twentieth century. The Soviet Union is gone, but the two nuclear
superpowers are again locked in political and military confrontations, now from Ukraine to Syria. All of this is exacerbated by Washington’s
war-like demonizing of the Kremlin leadership and by Russiagate’s unprecedented allegations. US mainstream media accounts are highly
selective and seriously misleading. American “disinformation,” not only Russian, is a growing peril. In War With Russia?, Stephen F.
Cohen—the widely acclaimed historian of Soviet and post-Soviet Russia—gives readers a very different, dissenting narrative of this more
dangerous new Cold War from its origins in the 1990s, the actual role of Vladimir Putin, and the 2014 Ukrainian crisis to Donald Trump’s
election and today’s unprecedented Russiagate allegations. Topics include: Distorting Russia US Follies and Media Malpractices 2016 The
Obama Administration Escalates Military Confrontation With Russia Was Putin’s Syria Withdrawal Really A “Surprise”? Trump vs.
Triumphalism Has Washington Gone Rogue? Blaming Brexit on Putin and Voters Washington Warmongers, Moscow Prepares Trump Could
End the New Cold War The Real Enemies of US Security Kremlin-Baiting President Trump Neo-McCarthyism Is Now Politically Correct
Terrorism and Russiagate Cold-War News Not “Fit to Print” Has NATO Expansion Made Anyone Safer? Why Russians Think America Is
Attacking Them How Washington Provoked—and Perhaps Lost—a New Nuclear-Arms Race Russia Endorses Putin, The US and UK Condemn
Him (Again) Russophobia Sanction Mania Cohen’s views have made him, it is said, “America’s most controversial Russia expert.” Some
say this to denounce him, others to laud him as a bold, highly informed critic of US policies and the dangers they have helped to create. War
With Russia? gives readers a chance to decide for themselves who is right: are we living, as Cohen argues, in a time of unprecedented perils
at home and abroad?
This book analyzes the Russian post-Soviet experience in the context of political history, demonstrating the reach and linkages of political
structures as long-term legacies of influence and continuity that resist transition and confound contemporary system analysis.
Provides a survey of the principal items on the agenda following the end of the Cold War, focusing upon the institutions and regions where
the reconsideration of security issues has been particularly profound. The book is organised into three main sections: the first examines the
changed roles of the main security institutions which have survived the Cold War; NATO, the European Union/Western European Union and
the Organisation for Security and Cooperation in Europe. The second analyses the Central European countries, Russia and States of the
former Soviet Union in terms of their ideologies, political structures and relationships of the Cold War period. Lastly the text examines the
northern and southern regions of Europe where quite different perspectives and agendas are concerned.
Understanding Chinese politics has become more important than ever. Some argue that China's political system is 'institutionalized' or that
'win all/lose all' struggles are a thing of the past, but, Joseph Fewsmith argues, as in all Leninist systems, political power is difficult to pass on
from one leader to the next. Indeed, each new leader must deploy whatever resources he has to gain control over critical positions and thus
consolidate power. Fewsmith traces four decades of elite politics from Deng to Xi, showing how each leader has built power (or not). He
shows how the structure of politics in China has set the stage for intense and sometimes violent intra-elite struggles, shaping a hierarchy in
which one person tends to dominate, and, ironically, providing for periods of stability between intervals of contention.
John Marot tracks the development of Bolshevism from its inception in 1904 to the October Revolution in 1917. In the post-October period,
the author, drawing on the work of Robert Brenner, shows that any NEP-premised programme of economic advance was destined to fail.
In this wide-ranging and acclaimed book, Stephen F. Cohen challenges conventional wisdom about the course of Soviet and post-Soviet
history. Reexamining leaders from Nikolai Bukharin, Stalin's preeminent opponent, and Nikita Khrushchev to Mikhail Gorbachev and his rival
Yegor Ligachev, Cohen shows that their defeated policies were viable alternatives and that their tragic personal fates shaped the Soviet
Union and Russia today. Cohen's ramifying arguments include that Stalinism was not the predetermined outcome of the Communist
Revolution; that the Soviet Union was reformable and its breakup avoidable; and that the opportunity for a real post-Cold War relationship
with Russia was squandered in Washington, not in Moscow. This is revisionist history at its best, compelling readers to rethink fateful events
of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries and the possibilities ahead. In his new epilogue, Cohen expands his analysis of U.S. policy
toward post-Soviet Russia, tracing its development in the Clinton and Obama administrations and pointing to its initiation of a "new Cold War"
that, he implies, has led to a fateful confrontation over Ukraine.
Stalin's reign of terror in the Soviet Union has been called 'the other Holocaust'. During the Stalin years, it is thought that more innocent men,
women and children perished than in Hitler's destruction of the European Jews. Many millions died in Stalin's Gulag of torture prisons and
forced-labour camps, yet others survived and were freed after his death in 1953. This book is the story of the survivors. Long kept secret by
Soviet repression and censorship, it is now told by renowned author and historian Stephen F. Cohen, who came to know many former Gulag
inmates during his frequent trips to Moscow over a period of thirty years. Based on first-hand interviews with the victims themselves and on
newly available materials, Cohen provides a powerful narrative of the survivors' post-Gulag saga, from their liberation and return to Soviet
society, to their long struggle to salvage what remained of their shattered lives and to obtain justice. Spanning more than fifty years, "The
Victims Return" combines individual stories with the fierce political conflicts that raged, both in society and in the Kremlin, over the victims of
the terror and the people who had victimized them. This compelling book will be essential reading for anyone interested in Russian history.
This classic biography carefully traces Bukharin's rise to and fall from power, focusing particularly on the development of his theories and
programmatic ideas during the critical period between Lenin's death in 1924 and the ascendancy of Stalin in 1929.
This book presents an account of war settlement in Georgia and Tajikistan as local actors maneuvered in the shadow of a Russian-led
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military intervention. Combining ethnography and game theory and quantitative and qualitative methods, this book presents a revisionist
account of the post-Soviet wars and their settlement.
The first book-length study of the survival of Polish Jews in Stalin’s Soviet Union.
Marx for a Post-Communist Era combines a deep understanding of Marxist thought with journalistic engagement in real-world themes. This
comprehensive and timely book will be of interest to students and academics in the areas of philosophy, sociology, politics and cultural
studies, and to anyone with an interest in Marx and his legacy.
Rethinking the Soviet ExperiencePolitics and History Since 1917Oxford University Press on Demand

This study of nationalism in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union develops an original account of the interlocking
and opposed nationalisms of national minorities, the nationalizing states in which they live, and the external national
homelands to which they are linked by external ties.
Examines important developments inside the Soviet Union or in American/Soviet relations and provides the historical
context, and analysis and interpretation of Soviet affairs
Vladimir Putin has emerged as one of the key leaders of the twenty-first century. However, he is also recognized as one
of the most divisive. Abroad, his assertion of Russia's interests and critique of the western-dominated international
system has brought him into conflict with Atlantic powers. Within Russia, he has balanced various factions within the elite
intelligentsia alongside the wider support of Russian society. So what is the 'Putin paradox?' Richard Sakwa grapples
with Putin's personal and political development on both the international political scene and within the domestic political
landscape of Russia. This study historicizes the Putin paradox, through theoretical, historical and political analysis and in
light of wider developments in Russian society. Richard Sakwa presents the Putin paradox as a unique regime type balancing numerous contradictions - in order to adapt to its material environment while maintaining sufficient authority
with which to shape it.
This book explores Russia's stunning success of ushering in the space age by launching Sputnik and beating the United
States into space. It also examines the formation of NASA, the race for human exploration of the moon, the reality of
global satellite communications, and a new generation of scientific spacecraft that began exploring the universe. An
introductory essay by Pulitzer Prize winner Walter A. McDougall sets the context for Sputnik and its significance at the
end of the twentieth century.
The Legacy of the Soviet Union offers a distillation by a group of eminent scholars of their experience of the post-Soviet
years. Analysis of the post-Soviet landscape is accompanied by meditations on the impact of the post-Soviet transition on
both policy-makers and academics. The book therefore examines both assumptions of 'transition' and reconsiders the
experience of Soviet communism in the light of its demise.
How should the West deal with Putin's Russia? For the U.S. and some European powers the answer is obvious: isolate
Russia with punishing economic sanctions, remove it from global institutions such as the G8, and arm the nations directly
threatened by Putin. In short, return to the Cold War doctrine that froze Soviet aggression in Europe and helped bring
about the collapse of communist Russia. Others argue that such a policy is a dead end. Putin's Russia has legitimate
grievances against Western and NATO powers meddling in its sphere of influence. Instead of further antagonizing Putin
and risking a dangerous escalation of the current conflict, the U.S. and Europe should seek common cause with Russia
to address shared threats, from the Middle East to Asia to combating terrorism. In the 15th semi-annual Munk Debate,
acclaimed academic Stephen F. Cohen and veteran journalist and bestselling author Vladimir Poznar square off against
internationally renowned expert on Russian history Anne Applebaum and Russian-born political dissident Garry Kasparov
to debate the future of the West's relationship with Russia.
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