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Silence A Thirteenth Century French Romance
"The King of Tars is an early fourteenth-century Middle English poem, a variation on the
Constance- tale, celebrating the marriage of a Christian princess to a Muslim sultan and the
sultan's conversion to Christianity." -This Companion presents fifteen original and engaging essays by leading scholars on one of
the most influential genres of Western literature. Chapters describe the origins of early verse
romance in twelfth-century French and Anglo-Norman courts and analyze the evolution of
verse and prose romance in France, Germany, England, Italy, and Spain throughout the
Middle Ages. The volume introduces a rich array of traditions and texts and offers fresh
perspectives on the manuscript context of romance, the relationship of romance to other
genres, popular romance in urban contexts, romance as mirror of familiar and social tensions,
and the representation of courtly love, chivalry, 'other' worlds and gender roles. Together the
essays demonstrate that European romances not only helped to promulgate the ideals of elite
societies in formation, but also held those values up for questioning. An introduction, a
chronology and a bibliography of texts and translations complete this lively, useful overview.
Samuel N. Rosenberg, one of the premier translators of Old French, presents in this volume
the first modern English-language version of the thirteenth-century French romance Robert le
Diable, a tale of supernatural birth and spiritual redemption. Robert is born after his mother, a
childless noblewoman, secretly calls upon Satan to help her conceive. His wicked behavior as
a boy and, later, as a destructive young man is so brutal that one day Robert prevails upon his
mother to reveal the secret of his birth and thus the source of his wickedness. Upon learning
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the truth, he leaves his privileged home in Normandy to seek salvation. Robert’s lengthy
penance—under the aegis of the Pope and a pious hermit—begins with his acting as a mute fool
in the Roman Emperor’s court and ends with his sainthood. In between he plays the hero’s
role in defeating the Turks in battle and turns down the hand of the Emperor’s daughter in
marriage, choosing instead to return to the hermit’s abode. The legend of Robert le Diable
was extraordinarily influential in the seven hundred years after its creation, generating new
versions and adaptations in various languages, ranging from sixteenth-century English
adaptations by Wynken de Worde and Thomas Lodge to Giacomo Meyerbeer’s esteemed
1831 opera. Framed by a thoughtful introduction and thorough bibliography, this accessible
translation renders the original octosyllabic rhymed couplets of the metrical Old French
romance in energetic free verse.
Roman de SilenceMSU Press
Silence lies between forgetting and remembering. This book explores how different societies
have constructed silences to enable men and women to survive and make sense of the
catastrophic consequences of armed conflict. Using a range of disciplinary approaches, it
examines the silences that have followed violence in twentieth-century Europe, the Middle
East, and Africa. These essays show that silence is a powerful language of remembrance and
commemoration and a cultural practice with its own rules. This broad-ranging book discloses
the universality of silence in the ways we think about war through examples ranging from the
Spanish Civil War and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to the Armenian Genocide and South
Africa's Truth and Reconciliation Commission. Bringing together scholarship on varied
practices in different cultures, this book breaks new ground in the vast literature on memory,
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and opens up new avenues of reflection and research on the lingering aftermath of war.
Presents a case of scandal, crime, and justice in medieval France, where a Norman knight
returns from Scotland and finds his wife accusing an old friend and fellow courtier of raping
her, leading to a battle to the death.
This bilingual edition, based on a reexamination of the Old French manuscript, makes Silence
available to specialists and students in various fields of literature, to those in women's studies
and, most important, to everyone who loves a first-rate story.

A knightly fairy tale of royalty and dragons, of midwives with secrets and dashing
strangers in dark inns. Taking the original French legend as his starting point, The Story
of Silence is a rich, multilayered new story for today’s world – sure to delight fans of
Uprooted and The Bear and the Nightingale.
Composed in French in twelfth-century England, these twelve brief verse narratives
center on the joys, sorrows, and complications of love affairs in a context that blends
the courtly culture of tournaments and hunting and otherworldly elements such as selfsteering boats, shape-shifting lovers, and talking animals. Popular with readers across
countries and languages since their composition, the Lais have made their author,
Marie, one of the most famous women writers of the Middle Ages, renowned for her
brilliant use of language and cultural allusion as well as her keen eye for human
behavior. This new edition provides a complete facing-page edition with the original text
alongside a new modern English translation. A single manuscript, Harley 978, is used
as the copy text. Appendices include contemporary literature on love, animals, and
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courtly life, as well as a list of textual variants in other manuscripts.
Spanning a millennium of musical history, this monumental volume brings together
nearly forty leading authorities to survey the music of Western Europe in the Middle
Ages. All of the major aspects of medieval music are considered, making use of the
latest research and thinking to discuss everything from the earliest genres of chant,
through the music of the liturgy, to the riches of the vernacular song of the trouvères
and troubadours. Alongside this account of the core repertory of monophony, The
Cambridge History of Medieval Music tells the story of the birth of polyphonic music,
and studies the genres of organum, conductus, motet and polyphonic song. Key
composers of the period are introduced, such as Leoninus, Perotinus, Adam de la
Halle, Philippe de Vitry and Guillaume de Machaut, and other chapters examine topics
ranging from musical theory and performance to institutions, culture and collections.
In this marvelous book, acclaimed around the world, Alberto Manguel takes us on a
fascinating exploration of what it means to be a reader of books. A History of Reading is
a brilliant reminder of why we cherish the act of reading—despite distractions throughout
the ages, from the Inquisition to the lures of cyberspace. He shows us what happens
when we read; who we become; and how reading teaches us how to live. He reminds
us that we live in books as well as among them—how we find our own stories in books,
and traces of our lives. He shows us how our reading habits have developed over the
centuries, and how, ever since humans first transcribed their thoughts and deeds on
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clay and papyrus, the act of reading is itself a part of being human. Alberto Manguel is
a lover of reading, and he brings a lover’s delight and enthusiasm to his history of
reading. His stories take us across a breathtaking range of time and experiences. From
the invention of the reader to Pliny the Younger’s first lip-synch in history; from the
moment when Alexander the Great’s conquering army watched, amazed, as their
captain read a letter from his mother—but silently—to himself!—to reading clubs in
medieval France; from the Great Camel Library of the Grand Vizir of Persia, who
trained his camels to walk in alphabetical order, to the ancient delights of bedroom
reading and the modern horrors of book burning in Nazi Germany; from cuneiform and
codexes to the invention of printing and to Penguins; from the creation of eyeglasses to
the hypnotics of hypertext—the story of reading is laid open here for our pleasure.
The Victorian fascination with fairyland is reflected in the literature of the period, which
includes some of the most imaginative fairy tales ever written. They offer the shortest
path to the age's dreams, desires, and wishes. Authors central to the nineteenthcentury canon such as Thackeray, Oscar Wilde, Ford Madox Ford, and Rudyard Kipling
wrote fairy tales, and authors primarily famous for their work in the genre include
George MacDonald, Juliana Ewing, Mary De Morgan, and Andrew Lang. This
anthology brings together fourteen of the best stories, by these and other outstanding
practitioners, to show the vibrancy and variety of the form and its ability to reflect our
deepest concerns. The stories in this selection range from pure whimsy and romance to
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witty satire and darker, uncanny mystery. Paradox proves central to a form offered
equally to children and adults. Fairyland is a dynamic and beguiling place, one that
permits the most striking explorations of gender, suffering, love, family, and the travails
of identity. Michael Newton's introduction and notes explore the literary marketplace in
which these tales appeared, as well as the role they played in contemporary debates on
scepticism and belief. The book also includes a selection of original illustrations by
some of the masters of the field such as Richard Doyle, Arthur Hughes, and Walter
Crane.
This workbook combines methodology and practice for beginning translators with a
solid proficiency in French. It assumes a linguistic approach to the problems of
translation and addresses common pitfalls, including the delineation of “translation
units”, word polysemy, false cognates, and structural and cultural obstacles to literal
translation. The first part of the book focuses on specific strategies used by
professionals to counter these problems, including transposition, modulation,
equivalence, and adaptation. The second part of the book provides a global application
of the techniques taught in the opening sections, guiding the student through step-bystep translations of literary and non-literary excerpts. The revised edition clarifies some
of the finer points of the translation techniques introduced in the first edition, provides
extra practice exercises, and offers information on a website that can be used in class.
With its contextualizing introduction, notes, and gloss, this edition makes the Prose
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Merlin available to any student of Arthurian legend, no matter their level of proficiency in
Middle English. Written in the latter half of the fifteenth century, the Prose Merlin is the
first work of Arthurian literature written in English prose. The highly original poem,
though based upon the French Vulgate cycle tradition of Arthurian legends, is full of
episodes, motifs, and characters found nowhere else in the entire Arthurian corpus.
Beginning with the story surrounding Merlin's birth, and charting the course of his
fantastical life until his ambiguous death, Prose Merlin is an enchanting text for any
class studying Arthuriana.
Bawdier than The Canterbury Tales, The Fabliaux is the first major English translation
of the most scandalous and irreverent poetry in Western literature. Composed between
the twelfth and fourteenth centuries, these virtually unknown erotic and satiric poems lie
at the root of the Western comic tradition. Passed down by the anticlerical middle
classes of medieval France, The Fabliaux depicts priapic priests, randy wives, and their
cuckolded husbands in tales that are shocking even by today’s standards. Chaucer
and Boccaccio borrowed heavily from these riotous tales, which were the wit of the
common man rebelling against the aristocracy and Church in matters of food, money,
and sex. Containing 69 poems with a parallel Old French text, The Fabliaux comes to
life in a way that has never been done in nearly eight hundred years.
This Companion examines the lives of medieval women by focusing on the texts that
emerged from and shaped their experience.
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The loss of a public voice has implications for both the dominant and the dominated
culture.
Costume historians and literary critics have sharpened understandings of dress as it
constructs bodies and identities, but none has considered how representations of
clothing in medieval literature respond to clerical discourses that sought to regulate
contemporary aristocratic fashion. In Sartorial Strategies: Outfitting Aristocrats and
Fashioning Conduct in Late Medieval Literature, Nicole D. Smith establishes that
writers of romances redirect the negative depictions of the courtly body found in clerical
chronicles and penitential writings into positive images that convey virtue. Smith
structures her book around two key moments in fashion history: the transformation of
expensive attire by lacing, knotting, and belting in the twelfth century and by form-fitting
tailoring in the fourteenth. She selects two literary texts in French from the twelfth and
thirteenth centuries--Marie de France's Guigemar and Heldris of Cornuälle's Roman de
Silence--and two in English from the fourteenth century--Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight and Chaucer's The Parson's Tale--for analysis in light of these changes in
fashion. While religious and political documents decried the immorality inherent in
sumptuous clothing and attempted to restrain the behavior of individuals wearing stylish
garments, the literature selected by Smith reimagines fashion-savvy aristocrats as
models of morally sound behavior in a pedagogical program advanced not by
preachers but by poets. Smith argues that each poet responds directly to the
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accusations of religious narratives that luxurious garments hinder the soul. Smith also
offers original readings of lesser-known penitential guides, such as the Clensyng of
Mannes Sowle and the Memoriale Credencium, thus illustrating an extensive
conversation between romance and penitential guides. "With Sartorial Strategies:
Outfitting Aristocrats and Fashioning Conduct in Late Medieval Literature, Nicole D.
Smith delivers an edifying contribution to studies of the relationship between clothing
and imaginative literature in the medieval period. Her perceptive readings of key literary
texts in the context of fashion history not only provide new insights into the workings of
those texts but also link them to an important area of material culture, an area that,
Smith shows, exercised the imaginations of many commentators in the period." --Claire
Sponsler, University of Iowa
2017 INSPY Award winner, general fiction category Before Christ called her daughter . .
. Before she stole healing by touching the hem of his garment . . . Elianna is a young
girl crushed by guilt. After her only brother is killed while in her care, Elianna tries to
earn forgiveness by working for her father’s textile trade and caring for her family.
When another tragedy places Elianna in sole charge of the business, her talent for
design brings enormous success, but never the absolution she longs for. As her world
unravels, she breaks off her betrothal to the only man she will ever love. Then illness
strikes, isolating Elianna from everyone, stripping everything she has left. No physician
can cure her. No end is in sight. Until she hears whispers of a man whose mere touch
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can heal. After so many years of suffering and disappointment, is it possible that one
man could redeem the wounds of body . . . and soul?
Articles on comedy in Arthurian romance - French, Dutch, Italian, Scottish and English.
"Inspirational" - The Daily Mail "Sarah Sands has written about stillness with an
eloquence that fizzes with vitality and wit. This wonderful book charts a journey to some
of the most beautiful and tranquil places on earth, and introduces us to people whose
inner peace is a balm for our troubled times. I loved every page of it." - Nicholas Hytner
Suffering from information overload, unable to sleep, Sarah Sands, former editor of the
BBC's Today programme, has tried many different strategies to de-stress... only to
reject them because, as she says, all too often they threaten to become an exercise in
self-absorption. Inspired by the ruins of an ancient Cistercian abbey at the bottom of her
Norfolk garden, she begins to research the lives of the monks who once resided there,
and realises how much we may have to learn from monasticism. Renouncing the world,
monks and nuns have acquired a hidden knowledge of how to live: they labour, they
learn and they acquire 'the interior silence'. This book is a quest for that hidden
knowledge - a pilgrimage to ten monasteries round the world. From a Coptic desert
community in Egypt to a retreat in the Japanese mountains, we follow Sands as she
identifies the common characteristics of monastic life and the wisdoms to be learned
from them; and as she discovers, behind the cloistered walls, a clarity of mind and an
unexpected capacity for solitude which enable her, after years of insomnia, to
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experience that elusive, dreamless sleep.
This book explores the ideas of theologians at the medieval University of Paris and their
attempts to shape society. Investigating their views on money, marriage and sex, Ian
Wei reveals the complexity of what theologians had to say about the world around
them, and the increasing challenges to their authority.
Essays using feminist approaches to offer fresh insights into aspects of the texts and
the material culture of the middle ages.
A close reading of the female cross-dresser in thirteenth century French romance
examining the interplay between physical and narrative ambiguity.
The first chapter provides readers unfamiliar with medieval history the background
required for understanding the chapters on chivalry.
Almost one hundred tritone photographs mark an exploration of the aesthetic and
religious impact and artistic beauty of the Cistercian Abbeys of France, which date from
the twelfth and thirteenth centuries and demonstrate an unsurpassed mastery of aweinspiring architectural form.
'How can a man become a god?' So enquired Alexander the Great of the Brahmin
sages of India. And how did they reply? 'By doing what it is impossible for a man to do.'
And that answer set a keynote for the Conqueror's entire career, which was
characterized throughout by Alexander's attempts to achieve the unachievable: to scale
the fresh heights and make the incredible real and tangible on earth. He wrestled an
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Indian monster larger than an elephant, fought ants the size of foxes and contested
bats with human teeth. He became a Jewish convert, sailed up the Ganges and visited
the Earthly Paradise. Already a legend in his own lifetime, the glittering figure of
Alexander preoccupied European, Jewish and Arabic folklore until the 15th century.
Richard Stoneman, who is one of his leading modern interpreters, here presents a
range of Greek and Latin texts which recount the Conqueror's adventures in the east.
Essential reading for students of late antique and medieval literature, these stories are
still unsurpassed for sheer entertainment, opening a window onto a rumbustious world
of legend as rich as that of the Arabian Nights. This revised edition offers a substantial
new introduction by the editor.
The fourteenth-century poem Sir Gawain and the Green Knight is one of the greatest
classics of English literature, but one of the least accessible to most twentieth-century
readers. Written in an obscure dialect, it is far more difficult to digest in the original than
are most other late medieval English works. Yet any translation is bound to lose much
of the flavour of the original. This edition of the poem offers the original text together
with a facing-page translation. With the alliterative Middle English before the reader,
James Winny provides a non-alliterative and sensitively literal rendering in modern
English. This edition also provides an introduction, explanatory and textual notes, a
further note on some words that present particular difficulties, and, in the appendices,
two contemporary stories, The Feast of Bricriu and The Knight of the Sword, which
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provide insight on the poem.

A new translation of the most popular Christian tale of the Middle Ages, which
springs from the story of the Buddha. When his astrologers foretell that his son
Josaphat will convert to Christianity, the pagan King Avenir confines him to a
palace, allowing him to know only the pleasures of the world, and to see no
illness, death, or poverty. Despite the king's precautions, the hermit Barlaam
comes to Josaphat and begins to teach the prince Christian beliefs through
parables. Josaphat converts to Christianity, angering his father, who tries to win
his son back to his religion before he, too, converts. After his father's death,
Josaphat renounces the world and lives as a hermit in the wilderness with his
teacher Barlaam. Long attributed to the eighth-century monk and scholar, St.
John of Damascus, Barlaam and Josaphat was translated into numerous
languages around the world. Philologists eventually traced the name Josaphat as
a derivation from the Sanskrit bodhisattva, the Buddhist term for the future
Buddha, highlighting this text as essential source reading for connections
between several of the world’s most popular religions. The first version to appear
in modern English, Peggy McCracken’s highly readable translation reintroduces
a classic tale and makes it accessible once again. For more than seventy years,
Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the EnglishPage 13/18
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speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a
global bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and
disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by
introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as
well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
Translating Nature recasts the era of early modern science as an age not of
discovery but of translation. As Iberian and Protestant empires expanded across
the Americas, colonial travelers encountered, translated, and reinterpreted
Amerindian traditions of knowledge—knowledge that was later translated by the
British, reading from Spanish and Portuguese texts. Translations of natural and
ethnographic knowledge therefore took place across multiple
boundaries—linguistic, cultural, and geographical—and produced, through their
transmissions, the discoveries that characterize the early modern era. In the
process, however, the identities of many of the original bearers of knowledge
were lost or hidden in translation. The essays in Translating Nature explore the
crucial role that the translation of philosophical and epistemological ideas played
in European scientific exchanges with American Indians; the ethnographic
practices and methods that facilitated appropriation of Amerindian knowledge;
the ideas and practices used to record, organize, translate, and conceptualize
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Amerindian naturalist knowledge; and the persistent presence and influence of
Amerindian and Iberian naturalist and medical knowledge in the development of
early modern natural history. Contributors highlight the global nature of the
history of science, the mobility of knowledge in the early modern era, and the
foundational roles that Native Americans, Africans, and European Catholics
played in this age of translation. Contributors: Ralph Bauer, Daniela Bleichmar,
William Eamon, Ruth Hill, Jaime Marroquín Arredondo, Sara Miglietti, Luis
Millones Figueroa, Marcy Norton, Christopher Parsons, Juan Pimentel, Sarah
Rivett, John Slater.
"Bath of Bright Silence" articulates a living practice derived from the thirteenth
century Iyyun School of kabbalah called "The Thirteen Phases of Tikkun
Kadmon." It describes a profound contemplative method in which the practitioner
immerses within the infinite bath of luminous silence to crystallize both perception
and whatever is perceived into the philosopher¿s stone. The immersion of vision
in its wholeness results in a diamond-like clarity that shines beyond substance,
dimension, and time ¿ posing the alchemical key that unlocks appearance and
awareness as a single magical continuum of unutterable mystery.
This bilingual edition, a parallel text in Old French and English, is based on a
reexamination of the Old French manuscript, and makes "Silence" available to
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specialists and students in various fields of literature and women''s studies. aaaa
The Roman de Silence, an Arthurian romance of the thirteenth century, tells of a
girl raised as a boy, equally accomplished as a minstrel and knight, whose final
task, the capture of Merlin, leads to her unmasking."
Silence. This book emerged from the desire to visually explore the subtle
dualities of silence. Silence is dark, foggy and eerie, but also melancholic,
beautiful and inspiring. Dismissed as boring and sometimes considered
intimidating, silence is, in fact, essential for contemplation. With it we can explore
life's deepest mysteries, dive into the ocean of our deepest essence, and in doing
so, stimulating the creative mind. A celebration of Silence.
The fourteenth-century Middle English poem Pearl is one of the best dream
vision poems ever written, yet its language (the Northwest Midlands dialect of
late-medieval England) and literary allusions (to biblical, mythological, and
medieval works) make it difficult for modern readers to understand. This new duallanguage edition of Pearl provides the original Middle English with a facing-page
modern English translation. It includes a comprehensive introduction, annotations
of key words and ideas, reproduction of the four manuscript illustrations, a literary
sourcebook, and lists of biblical sources, significant liturgical dates, and the
concatenation words. Literary and biblical sources for the poem are provided as
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appendices.
It is hard to think of two philosophers less alike than St. Thomas Aquinas and
Jean-Paul Sartre. Aquinas, a thirteenth-century Dominican friar, and Sartre, a
twentieth-century philosopher and atheist, are separated by both time and
religious beliefs. Yet, for philosopher Joseph S. Catalano, the two are worth
bringing together for their shared concern with a fundamental issue: the
uniqueness of each individual person and how this uniqueness relates to our
mutual dependence on each other. When viewed in the context of one another,
Sartre broadens and deepens Aquinas’s outlook, updating it for our present
planetary and social needs. Both thinkers, as Catalano shows, bring us closer to
the reality that surrounds us, and both are centrally concerned with the place of
the human within a temporal realm and what stance we should take on our own
freedom to act and live within that realm. Catalano shows how freedom, for
Sartre, is embodied, and that this freedom further illuminates Aquinas’s notion of
consciousness. ? Compact and open to readers of varying backgrounds, this
book represents Catalano’s efforts to bring a lifetime of work on Sartre into an
accessible consideration of philosophical questions by placing him in
conversation with Aquinas, and it serves as a primer on key ideas of both
philosophers. By bringing together these two figures, Catalano offers a fruitful
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space for thinking through some of the central questions about faith, conscience,
freedom, and the meaning of life.
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