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Slouching Towards Bethlehem Joan
Didion
"[...] Distinguished journalists revisiting key works of
reportage. The authors address such ongoing
concerns as the conflict between narrative flair and
accurate reporting, the legacy of New Journalism,
the need for reporters to question their
politicalassumptions, the limitations of participatory
journalism, and the temptation to substitute
'truthiness' for hard, challenging fact. Second read
embodies the diversity and dynamism of
contemporary nonfiction while offering fresh
perspectives on works by Norman Mailer, Tom
Wolfe, Rachel Carson, and Gabriel Garcâia
Mâarquez, among others. It also highlights pivotal
moments and movements in journalism as well as
the innovations of award-winning writers"--Back
cover.
Taking the position that style has a value in its own
right, that language forms a major component of the
story a nonfiction writer has to tell, Anderson
analyzes the work of America’s foremost
practitioners of New Journalism—Tom Wolfe, Truman
Capote, Norman Mailer, and Joan Didion. Anderson
does for nonfiction what insightful critics have long
been doing for fiction and poetry. His approach is
rhetorical, and his message is that the rhetoric of
Wolfe, Capote, Mailer, and Didion is a direct
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response to the problem of trying to convey to a
general audience the sublime, inexplicable, or
private and intuitive experiences that conventional
rhetoric cannot evoke. The emphasis in this book is
on style, not genre, and the analysis characterizes
the distinctive styles of four American writers,
showing how the richness and complexity of their
prose discloses an important argument about the
value of language itself. Their prose is complex,
nuanced, layered, affecting, always aware of itself as
style. This self-consciousness, Anderson contends,
prepares the reader to regard style as argument, a
“tacit but powerful statement about the value of form
as form, style as style.”
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER • From one of
our most iconic and influential writers, the awardwinning author of The Year of Magical Thinking: a
timeless collection of mostly early pieces that reveal
what would become Joan Didion's subjects,
including the press, politics, California robber
barons, women, and her own self-doubt. These
twelve pieces from 1968 to 2000, never before
gathered together, offer an illuminating glimpse into
the mind and process of a legendary figure. They
showcase Joan Didion's incisive reporting, her
empathetic gaze, and her role as "an articulate
witness to the most stubborn and intractable truths of
our time" (The New York Times Book Review). Here,
Didion touches on topics ranging from newspapers
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("the problem is not so much whether one trusts the
news as to whether one finds it"), to the fantasy of
San Simeon, to not getting into Stanford. In "Why I
Write," Didion ponders the act of writing: "I write
entirely to find out what I'm thinking, what I'm looking
at, what I see and what it means." From her
admiration for Hemingway's sentences to her
acknowledgment that Martha Stewart's story is one
"that has historically encouraged women in this
country, even as it has threatened men," these
essays are acutely and brilliantly observed. Each
piece is classic Didion: incisive, bemused, and
stunningly prescient.
is the earliest surviving work of dramatic theory and
the first extant philosophical treatise to focus on
literary theory. This has been the traditional view for
centuries. However, recent work is now challenging
whether Aristotle focuses on literary theory per se
(given that not one poem exists in the treatise) or
whether he focuses instead on dramatic musical
theory that only has language as one of the
elements.
An astonishing account of Cuban exiles, CIA
informants, and cocaine traffickers in Florida by the
New York Times–bestselling author of South and
West. In Miami, the National Book Award–winning
author of The Year of Magical Thinking looks beyond
postcard images of fluorescent waters, backlit
islands, and pastel architecture to explore the
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murkier waters of a city on the edge. From Fidel
Castro and the Bay of Pigs invasion to Lee Harvey
Oswald and the Kennedy assassination to Oliver
North and the Iran–Contra affair, Joan Didion
uncovers political intrigues and shadowy underworld
connections, and documents the US government’s
“seduction and betrayal” of the Cuban exile
community in Dade County. She writes of hotels that
offer “guerrilla discounts,” gun shops that advertise
Father’s Day deals, and a real-estate market where
“Unusual Security and Ready Access to the Ocean”
are perks for wealthy homeowners looking to make a
quick escape. With a booming drug trade, staggering
racial and class inequities, and skyrocketing murder
rates, Miami in the 1980s felt more like a Third World
capital than a modern American city. Didion
describes the violence, passion, and paranoia of
these troubled times in arresting detail and
“beautifully evocative prose” (The New York Times
Book Review). A vital report on an immigrant
community traumatized by broken dreams and the
cynicism of US foreign policy, Miami is a masterwork
of literary journalism whose insights are timelier and
more important than ever.
This first collection from an acclaimed young
essayist in the tradition of Joan Didion delves into
the center of things while closely examining the
detritus that spills out along the way. Daum speaks
to questions at the root of the contemporary
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experience, from the search for authenticity and
interpersonal connection in a society defined by
consumerism and media to the disenchantment of
working in a "glamour profession".
Martha Gellhorn was one of the first—and most
widely read—female war correspondents of the
twentieth century. She is best known for her fearless
reporting in Europe before and during WWII and for
her brief marriage to Ernest Hemingway, but she
was also an acclaimed novelist. In 1938, before the
Munich pact, Gellhorn visited Prague and witnessed
its transformation from a proud democracy preparing
to battle Hitler to a country occupied by the German
army. Born out of this experience, A Stricken Field
follows a journalist who returns to Prague after its
annexation and finds her efforts to obtain help for the
refugees and to convey the shocking state of the
country both frustrating and futile. A convincing
account of a people under the brutal oppression of
the Gestapo, A Stricken Field is Gellhorn’s most
powerful work of fiction. “[A] brave, final novel. Its
writing is quick with movement and with sympathy;
its people alive with death, if one can put it that way.
It leaves one with aching heart and questing
mind.”—New York Herald Tribune “The translation of
[Gellhorn’s] personal testimony into the form of a
novel has . . . force and point.”—Times Literary
Supplement
"This volume of the Cambridge Fitzgerald Edition
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includes the original nine stories selected by
Fitzgerald for All the Sad Young Men, together with
eleven additional stories, published between 1925
and 1928, which were not collected by Fitzgerald
during his lifetime." "This edition of All the Sad
Young Men is the first of the short-fiction collections
in the Cambridge edition to be based on extensive
surviving manuscripts and typescripts. The volume
contains a scholarly introduction, historical notes, a
textual apparatus, illustrations, and
appendixes."--BOOK JACKET.
In this moving and unexpected book, Joan Didion
reassesses parts of her life, her work, her history,
and ours. Where I Was From, in Didion’s words,
“represents an exploration into my own confusions
about the place and the way in which I grew up,
confusions as much about America as about
California, misapprehensions and
misunderstandings so much a part of who I became
that I can still to this day confront them only
obliquely.” The book is a haunting narrative of how
her own family moved west with the frontier from the
birth of her great-great-great-great-greatgrandmother in Virginia in 1766 to the death of her
mother on the edge of the Pacific in 2001; of how the
wagon-train stories of hardship and abandonment
and endurance created a culture in which survival
would seem the sole virtue. In Where I Was From,
Didion turns what John Leonard has called “her
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sonar ear, her radar eye” onto her own work, as well
as that of such California writers as Frank Norris and
Jack London and Henry George, to examine how the
folly and recklessness in the very grain of the
California settlement led to the California we know
today–a state mortgaged first to the railroad, then to
the aerospace industry, and overwhelmingly to the
federal government, a dependent colony of those
political and corporate owners who fly in for the
annual encampment of the Bohemian Club. Here is
the one writer we always want to read on California
showing us the startling contradictions in its–and in
America’s–core values. Joan Didion’s unerring
sense of America and its spirit, her acute
interpretation of its institutions and literature, and her
incisive questioning of the stories it tells itself make
this fiercely intelligent book a provocative and
important tour de force from one of our greatest
writers. From the Hardcover edition.
The iconic writer's electrifying first novel is a story of
marriage, murder and betrayal that only she could
tell with such nuance, sympathy, and suspense—from
the bestselling, award-winning author of The Year of
Magical Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean.
Everett McClellan and his wife, Lily, are the greatgrandchildren of pioneers, and what happens to
them is a tragic epilogue to the pioneer experience—a
haunting portrait of a marriage whose wrong turns
and betrayals are at once absolutely idiosyncratic
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and a razor-sharp commentary on the history of
California.
"The Willows" is a novella by English author
Algernon Blackwood, originally published as part of
his 1907 collection The Listener and Other Stories. It
is one of Blackwood's best known works and has
been influential on a number of later
writers.Horrorauthor H.P. Lovecraft considered it to
be the finest supernatural tale in English literature.[1]
"The Willows" is an example of early
modernHorrorand is connected within
theLiterarytradition of weird fiction.
This enhanced eBook edition of Blue Nights includes
three short films directed by Griffin Dunne and
starring Joan Didion. Each film blends Didion's
incisive prose with images and mementos from her
daughter's life. From one of our most powerful
writers, Blue Nights is a work of stunning frankness
about losing a daughter. Richly textured with bits of
her own childhood and married life with her husband,
John Gregory Dunne, and daughter, Quintana Roo,
this new book by Joan Didion examines her
thoughts, fears, and doubts regarding having
children, illness, and growing old. Blue Nights opens
on July 26, 2010, as Didion thinks back to
Quintana’s wedding in New York seven years
before. Today would be her wedding anniversary.
This fact triggers vivid snapshots of Quintana’s
childhood—in Malibu, in Brentwood, at school in
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Holmby Hills. Reflecting on her daughter but also on
her role as a parent, Didion asks the candid
questions any parent might about how she feels she
failed either because cues were not taken or
perhaps displaced. “How could I have missed what
was clearly there to be seen?” Finally, perhaps we
all remain unknown to each other. Seamlessly
woven in are incidents Didion sees as underscoring
her own age, something she finds hard to
acknowledge, much less accept. Blue Nights—the
long, light evening hours that signal the summer
solstice, “the opposite of the dying of the brightness,
but also its warning”—like The Year of Magical
Thinking before it, is an iconic book of incisive and
electric honesty, haunting and profoundly moving.
"Tracy Daugherty delves deep into the life of
distinguished American author and journalist Joan
Didion in this, the first printed biography published
about her life. Joan Didion lived a life in the public
and private eye with her late husband, writer John
Gregory Dunne. Daugherty takes readers on a
journey back through time, following a young Didion
in Sacramento, through to her adult life as a writer
interviewing those who know and knew her
personally, while maintaining a respectful distance
from the reclusive literary great." -In this dramatic adaptation of her award-winning,
bestselling memoir, Joan Didion transforms the story
of the sudden and unexpected loss of her husband
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and their only daughter into a stunning and powerful
one-woman play. “This happened on December 30,
2003. That may seem a while ago but it won’t when
it happens to you . . .” Michiko Kakutani in The New
York Times called the memoir that was the basis for
the play, “an indelible portrait of loss and grief . . . a
haunting portrait of a four-decade-long marriage."
The first theatrical production of The Year of Magical
Thinking opened at the Booth Theatre on March 29,
2007, starring Vanessa Redgrave and directed by
David Hare.
Two-time Mary Higgins Clark Award-Winning Author!
In the tradition of Daphne du Maurier and Shari
Lapena, comes the newest mystery thriller from New
York Times bestselling author Carol Goodman—a
twisty, chilling story set in a former Magdalen
Laundry in Manhattan that explores today’s #MeToo
complexities. "In a twisting, mesmerizing story that is
as beautifully written as it is utterly propulsive,
Goodman keeps us breathlessly turning the pages
right to the shocking and poignant end. I absolutely
loved this layered and moving novel!” —Lisa Unger,
New York Times bestselling author of Confessions
on the 7:45 You’re never really alone Journalist
Joan Lurie has written a seething article exposing a
notorious newspaper tycoon as a sexual predator.
But the night it goes live, she is brutally attacked.
Traumatized and suffering the effects of a
concussion, she moves into a highly secure
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apartment in Manhattan called the Refuge, which
was at one time a Magdalen Laundry. Joan should
be safe here, so how can she explain the cryptic
incidents that are happening? Lillian Day is Joan’s
new 96-year-old neighbor at the Refuge. In 1941,
Lillian witnessed a mysterious murder that sent her
into hiding at the Magdalen Laundry, and she hasn’t
come out since. As she relates to Joan her
harrowing story, Joan sees striking similarities to her
own past. Melissa Osgood, newly widowed and
revengeful, has burning questions about her
husband’s recent death. When she discovers a
suspicious paper trail that he left behind, she
realizes how little she knew about her marriage. But
it seems Joan Lurie might be the one who has the
answers. As these three lives intersect, each woman
must stay one step ahead of those who are
desperate to make sure the truth is never uncovered.
In this New York Times bestselling book, Robert H.
Bork, our country's most distinguished conservative
scholar, offers a prophetic and unprecedented view
of a culture in decline, a nation in such serious moral
trouble that its very foundation is crumbling: a nation
that slouches not towards the Bethlehem envisioned
by the poet Yeats in 1919, but towards Gomorrah.
Slouching Towards Gomorrah is a penetrating,
devastatingly insightful exposé of a country in crisis
at the end of the millennium, where the rise of
modern liberalism, which stresses the dual forces of
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radical egalitarianism (the equality of outcomes
rather than opportunities) and radical individualism
(the drastic reduction of limits to personal
gratification), has undermined our culture, our
intellect, and our morality. In a new Afterword, the
author highlights recent disturbing trends in our laws
and society, with special attention to matters of sex
and censorship, race relations, and the relentless
erosion of American moral values. The alarm he
sounds is more sobering than ever: we can accept
our fate and try to insulate ourselves from the effects
of a degenerating culture, or we can choose to halt
the beast, to oppose modern liberalism in every
arena. The will to resist, he warns, remains our only
hope.
Slouching Towards BethlehemMacmillan
Picking up where "Wiseguy" leaves off, this book
takes readers on the crazy ride of Hills life--hiding
out in the Witness Protection Program, testifying in
high-profile mafia trials, and eventually ending up in
the entertainment business.
In The White Album, Joan Didion famously wrote
that "a place belongs forever to whoever claims it
hardest, remembers it most obsessively...loves it so
radically that he remakes it in his image." Cruising in
her Daytona yellow Corvette Stingray, taking it all in
behind dark glasses, Joan Didion claimed California
for all time. Slouching Towards Los Angeles is a
multi-faceted portrait of the literary icon who, in turn,
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belongs to us. This collection of original essays
covers the turf that made Didion a
sensation--Hollywood and Patty Hearst; Malibu,
Manson and the Mojave; the Summer of Love and
the Central Park Five--while bringing together some
of the finest voices of today's Los Angeles and
beyond. Slouching Towards Los Angeles is a love
letter and thank you note; personal memoir and
social commentary; cultural history and literary
critique. Fans of Didion, lovers of California, and
fellow writers alike will all find something to dig into,
in this rich exploration of the inner and outer
landscapes Joan Didion traveled, shaping our own
journeys in the process. Featuring essays by Ann
Friedman Jori Finkel Margaret Wappler Jessica
Hundley Christine Lennon Catherine Wagley Su Wu
Joshua Wolf Shenk Lauren Sandler Michelle Chihara
Sarah Tomlinson Linda Immediato Tracy McMillan
Dan Crane Steph Cha Caroline Ryder Joe Donnelly
Monica Corcoran Harel Alysia Abbott Stacie Stukin
Heather John Fogarty Marc Weingarten Scott Benzel
Ezrha Jean Black
In 1982, Nina Coltart gave a paper to the EnglishSpeaking Conference of Psychoanalysts called
'Slouching towards Bethlehem... or Thinking the
Unthinkable in Psychoanalysis' which created a stir
and brought her to the attention of the
psychoanalytic community. Ten years later, she
produced her first book - this book - which contains
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her seminal paper alongside so many others of note.
Full of eloquent, meaningful, and provocative clinical
stories, Nina Coltart exposes the full truth of the
therapeutic process, where an analyst may
occasionally stray from orthodox practice but through
such lapses may sometimes achieve hitherto
unforeseen breakthroughs in treatment. This volume
introduced Coltart's characteristic style of journeying
through important issues in analytic practice. She
elaborates on the use of intuition, the 'special'
attention required by an analyst, the value of silence,
and of humour, and the importance of
psychosomatic processes - the way the body speaks
through psychosomatic symptoms. All vitally relevant
today and utterly groundbreaking at the time.
This extraordinary, poetic portrait of two peregrine
falcons is one of the most beloved works of nature
writing ever published. From fall to spring, J.A. Baker
set out to track the daily comings and goings of a
pair of peregrine falcons across the flat fen lands of
eastern England. He followed the birds obsessively,
observing them in the air and on the ground, in
pursuit of their prey, making a kill, eating, and at rest,
activities he describes with an extraordinary fusion of
precision and poetry. And as he continued his
mysterious private quest, his sense of human self
slowly dissolved, to be replaced with the alien and
implacable consciousness of a hawk. It is this
extraordinary metamorphosis, magical and terrifying,
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that these beautifully written pages record.
NAMED ONE OF THE TEN BEST BOOKS OF THE
YEAR BY Janet Maslin, The New York Times •
People • Vogue ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR Financial Times • Chicago Sun-Times
•The Independent • Bookreporter •The Sunday
Business Post Mom loved adages, quotes, slogans.
There were always little reminders pasted on the
kitchen wall. For example, the word THINK. I found
THINK thumbtacked on a bulletin board in her
darkroom. I saw it Scotch-taped on a pencil box
she’d collaged. I even found a pamphlet titled
THINK on her bedside table. Mom liked to THINK.
So begins Diane Keaton’s unforgettable memoir
about her mother and herself. In it you will meet the
woman known to tens of millions as Annie Hall, but
you will also meet, and fall in love with, her mother,
the loving, complicated, always-thinking Dorothy
Hall. To write about herself, Diane realized she had
to write about her mother, too, and how their bond
came to define both their lives. In a remarkable act
of creation, Diane not only reveals herself to us, she
also lets us meet in intimate detail her mother. Over
the course of her life, Dorothy kept eighty-five
journals—literally thousands of pages—in which she
wrote about her marriage, her children, and, most
probingly, herself. Dorothy also recorded memorable
stories about Diane’s grandparents. Diane has
sorted through these pages to paint an unflinching
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portrait of her mother—a woman restless with
intellectual and creative energy, struggling to find an
outlet for her talents—as well as her entire family,
recounting a story that spans four generations and
nearly a hundred years. More than the
autobiography of a legendary actress, Then Again is
a book about a very American family with very
American dreams. Diane will remind you of yourself,
and her bonds with her family will remind you of your
own relationships with those you love the most. Look
for special features inside. Join the Circle for author
chats and more.
An incisive compilation of political essays, originally
written for The New York Review of Books from
1988 to 2000, explores the nature of American
politics and political figures and the role of the media
in transforming the American political landscape.
Reprint. 35,000 first printing.
The author recounts her 1982 visit to El Salvador
and describes the terror, fear and political repression
that permeated the country
A definitive compilation of essays and nonfiction writings
spanning more than forty years includes the author's
reflections on politics, lifestyle, place, and cultural
figures, including her studies of Haight-Ashbury, the
Manson family, the Black Panthers, California
earthquakes, Bill Clinton and Kenneth Starr, and much
more.
National Bestseller Joan Didion has always kept
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notebooks—of overheard dialogue, interviews, drafts of
essays, copies of articles. Here are two extended
excerpts from notebooks she kept in the 1970s; read
together, they form a piercing view of the American
political and cultural landscape. *One of the Best Books
of the Year: NPR, Harper's Bazaar* “Notes on the
South” traces a road trip that she and her husband, John
Gregory Dunne, took through Louisiana, Mississippi, and
Alabama. Her acute observations about the small towns
they pass through, her interviews with local figures, and
their preoccupation with race, class, and heritage
suggest a South largely unchanged today. “California
Notes” began as an assignment from Rolling Stone on
the Patty Hearst trial. Though Didion never wrote the
piece, the time she spent watching the trial in San
Francisco triggered thoughts about the West and her
own upbringing in Sacramento. Here we not only see
Didion’s signature irony and imagination in play, we’re
also granted an illuminating glimpse into her mind and
process.
Twenty essays on such diverse topics as John Wayne,
the Haight-Ashbury culture, and the Newport mansions
Three essential works that redefined the art of journalism
by “one of our sharpest and most trustworthy cultural
observers” (The New York Times). In these
masterpieces of razor-sharp reportage, the National
Book Award–winning and New York Times–bestselling
author proves herself one of the premier essayists of the
twentieth century, “an articulate witness to the most
stubborn and intractable truths of our time” (Joyce Carol
Oates, The New York Times Book Review). Slouching
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Towards Bethlehem: America in the 1960s—a pivotal era
of social change and generational divide. Here is Joan
Didion on the “misplaced children” of Haight-Ashbury as
well as John Wayne in Hollywood; folk singer Joan Baez
and reclusive billionaire Howard Hughes; the extremes of
both Death Valley and Las Vegas. Named to Time
magazine’s list of the one hundred best and most
influential nonfiction books, this is “a rare display of
some of the best prose written today in this country”
(The New York Times Book Review). The White Album:
A New York Times bestseller, this landmark essay
collection confronts the dark aftermath of the 1960s.
From a jailhouse visit to Huey Newton, cofounder of the
Black Panther Party, to a recording session with The
Doors, from the culture of shopping malls to the
contradictions of the women’s movement, Joan Didion
captures the paranoia and absurdity of the era with irony
and insight. And in the iconic title essay, she documents
her uneasy state of mind during the years leading up to
and following the Manson murders—a terrifying crime
that, in her memory, surprised no one. After Henry:
Whether reporting on a Hollywood murder or the
“sideshows” of foreign wars, Joan Didion crystalizes her
reputation as a brilliant essayist. Highlights include a
portrait of the White House under the Reagans, two
“actors on location”; an unexpected meditation on the
Patty Hearst case; and an exposé on the racial divisions
and class fault lines of New York City following the rape
of the Central Park jogger. An indispensable collection
from a writer on whom we can rely “to get the story
straight” (Los Angeles Times).
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Incisive essays on Patty Hearst and Reagan, the Central
Park jogger and the Santa Ana winds, from the New
York Times–bestselling author of South and West. In
these eleven essays covering the national scene from
Washington, DC; California; and New York, the
acclaimed author of Slouching Towards Bethlehem and
The White Album “capture[s] the mood of America” and
confirms her reputation as one of our sharpest and most
trustworthy cultural observers (The New York Times).
Whether dissecting the 1988 presidential campaign,
exploring the commercialization of a Hollywood murder,
or reporting on the “sideshows” of foreign wars, Joan
Didion proves that she is one of the premier essayists of
the twentieth century, “an articulate witness to the most
stubborn and intractable truths of our time” (Joyce Carol
Oates, The New York Times Book Review). Highlights
include “In the Realm of the Fisher King,” a portrait of
the White House under the stewardship of Ronald and
Nancy Reagan, two “actors on location;” and “Girl of the
Golden West,” a meditation on the Patty Hearst case
that draws an unexpected and insightful parallel between
the kidnapped heiress and the emigrants who settled
California. “Sentimental Journeys” is a deeply felt study
of New York media coverage of the brutal rape of a white
investment banker in Central Park, a notorious crime that
exposed the city’s racial and class fault lines. Dedicated
to Henry Robbins, Didion’s friend and editor from 1966
until his death in 1979, After Henry is an indispensable
collection of “superior reporting and criticism” from a
writer on whom we have relied for more than fifty years
“to get the story straight” (Los Angeles Times).
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A poignant, evocative, and wonderfully gossipy account
of the two sisters who represented style and class above
all else—Jackie Kennedy Onassis and Lee Radziwill—from
the authors of Furious Love. When sixty-four-year-old
Jackie Kennedy Onassis died in her Fifth Avenue
apartment, her younger sister Lee wept inconsolably.
Then Jackie’s thirty-eight-page will was read. Lee
discovered that substantial cash bequests were left to
family members, friends, and employees—but nothing to
her. "I have made no provision in this my Will for my
sister, Lee B. Radziwill, for whom I have great affection,
because I have already done so during my lifetime," read
Jackie’s final testament. Drawing on the authors’ candid
interviews with Lee Radziwill, The Fabulous Bouvier
Sisters explores their complicated relationship, placing
them at the center of twentieth-century fashion, design,
and style. In life, Jackie and Lee were alike in so many
ways. Both women had a keen eye for beauty—in
fashion, design, painting, music, dance, sculpture,
poetry—and both were talented artists. Both loved prerevolutionary Russian culture, and the blinding sunlight,
calm seas, and ancient olive groves of Greece. Both
loved the siren call of the Atlantic, sharing sweet, early
memories of swimming with the rakish father they
adored, Jack Vernou Bouvier, at his East Hampton
retreat. But Jackie was her father’s favorite, and Lee,
her mother’s. One would grow to become the most
iconic woman of her time, while the other lived in her
shadow. As they grew up, the two sisters developed an
extremely close relationship threaded with rivalry,
jealousy, and competition. Yet it was probably the most
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important relationship of their lives. For the first time,
Vanity Fair contributing editor Sam Kashner and
acclaimed biographer Nancy Schoenberger tell the
complete story of these larger-than-life sisters. Drawing
on new information and extensive interviews with Lee,
now eighty-four, this dual biography sheds light on the
public and private lives of two extraordinary women who
lived through immense tragedy in enormous glamour.
Loner Vivi Deveraux is thrilled to join Westerly College's
Kappas, who are secretly witches, until she meets
perfect, polished Scarlett Winter, who will stop at nothing
to be the sorority's next president.
Library of America launches a definitive collected edition
of one of the most original and electric writers of our time
with a volume gathering her five iconic books of the
1960s & 70s Joan Didion's influence on postwar
American letters is undeniable. Whether writing fiction,
memoir, or trailblazing journalism, her gifts for narrative
and dialogue, and her intimate but detached authorial
persona, have won her legions of readers and admirers.
Now Library of America launches its multi-volume edition
of Didion's collected writings, prepared in consultation
with the author, that brings together her fiction and
nonfiction for the first time. Collected in this first volume
are Didion's five iconic books from the 1960s and 1970s:
Run River, Slouching Towards Bethlehem, Play It As It
Lays, A Book of Common Prayer, and The White Album.
Whether writing about countercultural San Francisco, the
Las Vegas wedding industry, Lucille Miller, Charles
Manson, or the shopping mall, Didion achieves a
wonderful negative sublimity without condemning her
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subjects or condescending to her readers. Chiefly about
California, these books display Didion's genius for finding
exactly the right language and tone to capture America's
broken twilight landscape at a moment of headlong
conflict and change.
New York Times Bestseller: An “elegant” mosaic of trenchant
observations on the late sixties and seventies from the author
of Slouching Towards Bethlehem (The New Yorker). In this
landmark essay collection, Joan Didion brilliantly interweaves
her own “bad dreams” with those of a nation confronting the
dark underside of 1960s counterculture. From a jailhouse visit
to Black Panther Party cofounder Huey Newton to witnessing
First Lady of California Nancy Reagan pretend to pick flowers
for the benefit of news cameras, Didion captures the paranoia
and absurdity of the era with her signature blend of irony and
insight. She takes readers to the “giddily splendid” Getty
Museum in Los Angeles, the cool mountains of Bogotá, and
the Jordanian Desert, where Bishop James Pike went to walk
in Jesus’s footsteps—and died not far from his rented Ford
Cortina. She anatomizes the culture of shopping malls—“toy
garden cities in which no one lives but everyone
consumes”—and exposes the contradictions and
compromises of the women’s movement. In the iconic title
essay, she documents her uneasy state of mind during the
years leading up to and following the Manson murders—a
terrifying crime that, in her memory, surprised no one. Written
in “a voice like no other in contemporary journalism,” The
White Album is a masterpiece of literary reportage and a
fearless work of autobiography by the National Book
Award–winning author of The Year of Magical Thinking (The
New York Times Book Review). Its power to electrify and
inform remains undiminished nearly forty years after it was
first published.
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No one burned hotter than Eve Babitz. Possessing skin that
radiated “its own kind of moral laws,” spectacular teeth, and
a figure that was the stuff of legend, she seduced seemingly
everyone who was anyone in Los Angeles for a long stretch
of the 1960s and ’70s. One man proved elusive, however,
and so Babitz did what she did best, she wrote him a book.
Slow Days, Fast Company is a full-fledged and full-bodied
evocation of a bygone Southern California that far exceeds its
mash-note premise. In ten sun-baked, Santa Ana wind–swept
sketches, Babitz re-creates a Los Angeles of movie stars
distraught over their success, socialites on three-day drug
binges holed up in the Chateau Marmont, soap-opera actors
worried that tomorrow’s script will kill them off, Italian
femmes fatales even more fatal than Babitz. And she even
leaves LA now and then, spending an afternoon at the house
of flawless Orange County suburbanites, a day among the
grape pickers of the Central Valley, a weekend in Palm
Springs where her dreams of romance fizzle and her only
solace is Virginia Woolf. In the end it doesn’t matter if Babitz
ever gets the guy—she seduces us.
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • "Didion at her finest" —USA
Today • An intricate, fast-paced novel about trying to create a
context for democracy and getting hands a little dirty in the
process, complete with conspiracies, arms dealing, and
assassinations. From the author of The Year of Magical
Thinking and Let Me Tell You What I Mean The narrator
introduces Elena McMahon, estranged from a life of celebrity
fundraisers and from her powerful West Coast husband,
Wynn Janklow, whom she has left, taking Catherine, her
daughter, to become a reporter for The Washington Post.
She finds herself boarding a plane for Florida to see her
father. She becomes embroiled in her his business even
though "she had trained herself since childhood not to have
any interest in what he was doing." It is from this moment that
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she is caught up in something much larger than she could
have imagined. Didion makes connections among Dallas, IranContra, and Castro, and points out how "spectral companies
with high-concept names tended to interlock." As this book
builds to its terrifying finish, we see the underpinnings of a
dark historical underbelly.
The “dazzling” and essential portrayal of 1960s America from
the author of South and West and The Year of Magical
Thinking (The New York Times). Capturing the tumultuous
landscape of the United States, and in particular California,
during a pivotal era of social change, the first work of
nonfiction from one of American literature’s most distinctive
prose stylists is a modern classic. In twenty razor-sharp
essays that redefined the art of journalism, National Book
Award–winning author Joan Didion reports on a society
gripped by a deep generational divide, from the “misplaced
children” dropping acid in San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury
district to Hollywood legend John Wayne filming his first
picture after a bout with cancer. She paints indelible portraits
of reclusive billionaire Howard Hughes and folk singer Joan
Baez, “a personality before she was entirely a person,” and
takes readers on eye-opening journeys to Death Valley,
Hawaii, and Las Vegas, “the most extreme and allegorical of
American settlements.” First published in 1968, Slouching
Towards Bethlehem has been heralded by the New York
Times Book Review as “a rare display of some of the best
prose written today in this country” and named to Time
magazine’s list of the one hundred best and most influential
nonfiction books. It is the definitive account of a terrifying and
transformative decade in American history whose discordant
reverberations continue to sound a half-century later.
Live and Learn comprises three of the personal essay
collections that established Joan Didion as a major figure in
the modern canon ? arranged in chronological order so that
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readers can appreciate not only the qualities of the essays
per se, but also their evolution over time. It also includes a
new introduction by Joan Didion herself. modern classic,
capturing the mood of 1960s America and especially the
center of its counterculture, California. The cornerstone
essay, an extraordinary report on San Francisco's HaightAshbury, sets the agenda for the rest of this book ? depicting
and America where, in some way or another, things are falling
apart and ?the center cannot hold?. The White Album (1979)
is a syncopated, swirling mosaic of the 60s and 70s, covering
people and artifacts from the Black Panthers and the Manson
family to John Paul Getty's museum. Sentimental Journeys
(1992) shifts its perspective slightly to take in Vietnamese
refugee camps in Hong Kong, the Reagan campaign trail,
and the inequities of Los Angeles real estate. Joan Didion,
and an essential reference for readers old and new. It
confirms the power of this uniquely unbiased, moving writer,
and showcases her artful yet simple prose.
Copyright: baf7a90f7553396582fd338ba3365b08

Page 25/25

Copyright : sbc.ccef.org

