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Spiritual Gems From Ja Far Al Diq D
What is Sufism? Contemporary views vary tremendously, even among Sufis
themselves. Contemporary Sufism: Piety, Politics, and Popular Culture brings to
light the religious frameworks that shape the views of Sufism’s friends,
adversaries, admirers, and detractors and, in the process, helps readers better
understand the diversity of contemporary Sufism, the pressures and cultural
openings to which it responds, and the many divergent opinions about
contemporary Sufism’s relationship to Islam. The three main themes: piety,
politics, and popular culture are explored in relation to the Islamic and Western
contexts that shape them, as well as to the historical conditions that frame
contemporary debates. This book is split into three parts: • Sufism and antiSufism in contemporary contexts; • Contemporary Sufism in the West: Poetic
influences and popular manifestations; • Gendering Sufism: Tradition and
transformation. This book will fascinate anyone interested in the challenges of
contemporary Sufism as well as its relationship to Islam, gender, and the West. It
offers an ideal starting point from which undergraduate and postgraduate
students, teachers and lecturers can explore Sufism today.
This book traces the evolution of Sufism from the formative period to the present.
I.B.Tauris in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies Dedicated to the
achievements of Farhad Daftary, the foremost authority in Ismaili Studies of our
time, this volume gathers together a number of studies on intellectual and
political history, particularly in the three main areas where the significance of
Daftary's scholarship has had the largest impact - Ismaili Studies as well as
Persian Studies and Shi'i Studies in a wider context. It focuses, but not
exclusively, on the intellectual production of the Ismailis and their role in history,
with discussions ranging from some of the earliest Ismaili texts, to thinkers from
the Fatimid and the Alamut periods as well as relations of the Fatimids with other
dynasties. Containing essays from some of the most respected scholars in
Ismaili, Shi'i and Persian Studies (including Patricia Crone, M A Amir-Moezzi, C
Edmund Bosworth and Robert Gleave), the book makes a significant contribution
to wider scholarship in philosophical theology and medieval Islam. The
contributors include: I. Afshar, H. Algar, M. A. Amir-Moezzi, S. J. Badakhchani, C.
Baffioni, C. E. Bosworth, D. Cortese, P. Crone, D. De Smet, R. Gleave, H. Haji, I.
Hajnal, A. H. Hamdani, C. Hillenbrand, A. C. Hunsberger, H. Landolt, L.
Lewisohn, W. Madelung, A. Nanji, A. J. Newman, I. K. Poonawala and P. E.
Walker.
This work marks the meeting point of 4 different traditions of the Qur'anic
commentary: philosophical, Sufi, Shi'ite and theological. It also presents the
author's metaphysical commentary and records the earlier commentaries on the
Light Verse. It is significant from the point of view of both the history of Qur'anic
commentary and Islamic Philosophy. The most outstanding characteristic of the
book is that he explains the meaning of light by establishing its metaphysics,
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encompassing ontology, cosmology, epistemology, psychology and spiritual
wayfaring.
This volume offers a comprehensive selection of texts from the world's major
religions on the ethical dimensions of war and armed conflict. Despite a
considerable rise of interest in Eastern and Western religious teachings on issues
of war and peace, the principal texts in which these teachings are expounded
have in most cases remained inaccessible to all but a handful of specialists. This
is especially true of traditions such as Islam, Buddhism, and Judaism, where the
key authoritative treatments are often embedded in texts (e.g., Koranic
jurisprudence, religious epics, or Talmudic commentary) that are not overtly
about matters pertaining to the ethics of war, thus requiring a difficult process of
interpretation and selection, and for which English translations frequently do not
exist. Topical and timely for today's debates in the public arena and essential
reading for students of religious ethics and the relationship between religion and
politics, this book aims to give the reader a proper knowledge of the textual
traditions that inform the key struggles over issues of peace and security, identity
and land.
This book brings together academic scholars from across various religious
traditions to reflect on the beauty they find in traditions other than their own. They
examine these aspects and reflect on how they inform and constructively assist
with rethinking their own religious worldviews and practices. Each scholar
investigates the various implications, questions, insights, and challenges that are
generated in the process of doing so. Traditions discussed include Ásatrú
Heathenism, Buddhism, Catholicism, Evangelical Christianity, Hinduism, Islam,
Judaism, LDS Mormon Christianity, Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Sikhism,
Sufism, Western Buddhism, and Zen Mah?y?na Buddhism. Instead of focusing
only or primarily on the theory and practice of interreligious dialogue, this book
presents living examples of learning from other religious traditions, identities, and
persons.
Given the intense political scrutiny of Islam and Muslims, which often centres on
gendered concerns, The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender is an
outstanding reference source to key topics, problems, and debates in this
exciting subject. Comprising over 30 chapters by a team of international
contributors the Handbook is divided into seven parts: Foundational texts in
historical and contemporary contexts Sex, sexuality, and gender difference
Gendered piety and authority Political and religious displacements Negotiating
law, ethics, and normativity Vulnerability, care, and violence in Muslim families
Representation, commodification, and popular culture These sections examine
key debates and problems, including: feminist and queer approaches to the
Qur’an, hadith, Islamic law, and ethics, Sufism, devotional practice, pilgrimage,
charity, female religious authority, global politics of feminism, material and
consumer culture, masculinity, fertility and the family, sexuality, sexual rights,
domestic violence, marriage practices, and gendered representations of Muslims
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in film and media. The Routledge Handbook of Islam and Gender is essential
reading for students and researchers in religious studies, Islamic studies, and
gender studies. The Handbook will also be very useful for those in related fields,
such as cultural studies, area studies, sociology, anthropology, and history.
Ibn 'Ajiba wrote his "fahrasa," or autobiography, not for the pleasure of talking
about himself but "to celebrate God's kindness." It details his travels in search of
both secular and spiritual knowledge, his entrance on a Sufi path strongly based
within the Islamic tradition, and the social, intellectual, and spiritual struggles he
encountered. This new English translation by David Streight is based on a
contemporary French translation from the Arabic by the Swiss scholar Jean-Louis
Michon.
Islamic philosophy and Sufism evolved as distinct yet interweaving strands of Islamic thought
and practice. Despite differences, they have shared a concern with the perfection of the soul
through the development of character. In The Polished Mirror, Cyrus Ali Zargar studies the
ways in which, through teaching and storytelling, pre-modern Muslims lived, negotiated, and
cultivated virtues. Examining the writings of philosophers, ascetics, poets, and saints, he
locates virtue ethics within a dynamic moral tradition. Innovative, engaging, and approachable,
this work – the first in the English language to explore Islamic ethics in the fascinating context
of narrative – will be a valuable resource for both students and scholars.
The Muslim afterworld, with its imagery rich in sensual promises, has shaped Western
perceptions of Islam for centuries. However, to date, no single study has done justice to the full
spectrum of traditions of thinking about the topic in Islamic history. The Muslim hell, in
particular, remains a little studied subject. This book, which is based on a wide array of
carefully selected Arabic and Persian texts, covers not only the theological and exegetical but
also the philosophical, mystical, topographical, architectural and ritual aspects of the Muslim
belief in paradise and hell, in both the Sunni and the Shi?i world. By examining a broad range
of sources related to the afterlife, Christian Lange shows that Muslim religious literature,
against transcendentalist assumptions to the contrary, often pictures the boundary between
this world and the otherworld as being remarkably thin, or even permeable.
An English translation of a seminal book on Sufism from a Shi'i perspective by an eminent
Muslim thinker.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Ahlulbayt Organization
throughout the world in different languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to
the people of the world. Ahlulbayt Organization is a registered Organisation that operates and
is sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and
it welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to
spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular
due to the latter being misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many
ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims. For a complete list of our published books please
refer to our website or send us an email .
Discusses the work of a central, but poorly understood, figure in the development of Persian
Sufism, A?mad al-Ghaz?l?. The teachings of A?mad al-Ghaz?l? changed the course of Persian
Sufism forever, paving the way for luminaries such as R?m?, A???r, and ??fi?. Yet he remains
a poorly understood thinker, with many treatises incorrectly attributed to him and conflicting
accounts in the historiographical literature. This work provides the first examination of A?mad
al-Ghaz?l? and his work in Western scholarly literature. Joseph E. B. Lumbard seeks to
ascertain the authenticity of works attributed to this author, trace the development of the
dominant trends in the biographical literature, and reconstruct the life and times of A?mad alPage 3/10
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Ghaz?l? with particular attention to his relationship with his more famous brother, Ab? Hamid alGhaz?l?. Lumbard’s findings revolutionize our understanding of A?mad al-Ghaz?l?'s writings,
allowing for focus on his central teachings regarding Divine Love and the remembrance of
God.
Analyzing the intersection between Sufism and philosophy, this volume is a sweeping
examination of the mystical philosophy of Mu?y?-l-D?n Ibn al-?Arab? (d. 637/1240), one of the
most influential and original thinkers of the Islamic world. This book systematically covers Ibn
al-?Arab?’s ontology, theology, epistemology, teleology, spiritual anthropology and
eschatology. While philosophy uses deductive reasoning to discover the fundamental nature of
existence and Sufism relies on spiritual experience, it was not until the school of Ibn al-?Arab?
that philosophy and Sufism converged into a single framework by elaborating spiritual
doctrines in precise philosophical language. Contextualizing the historical development of Ibn
al-?Arab?’s school, the work draws from the earliest commentators of Ibn al-?Arab?’s oeuvre,
?adr al-D?n al-Q?naw? (d. 673/1274), ?Abd al-Razz?q al-K?sh?n? (d. ca. 730/1330) and
Daw?d al-Qay?ar? (d. 751/1350), but also draws from the medieval heirs of his doctrines
Sayyid ?aydar ?mul? (d. 787/1385), the pivotal intellectual and mystical figure of Persia who
recast philosophical Sufism within the framework of Twelver Sh??ism and ?Abd al-Ra?m?n
J?m? (d. 898/1492), the key figure in the dissemination of Ibn al-?Arab?’s ideas in the
Persianate world as well as the Ottoman Empire, India, China and East Asia via Central Asia.
Lucidly written and comprehensive in scope, with careful treatments of the key authors,
Philosophical Sufism is a highly accessible introductory text for students and researchers
interested in Islam, philosophy, religion and the Middle East.
This book is one of the many Islamic publications distributed by Mustafa Organization
throughout the world in different languages with the aim of conveying the message of Islam to
the people of the world. Mustafa Organization is a registered Organization that operates and is
sustained through collaborative efforts of volunteers in many countries around the world, and it
welcomes your involvement and support. Its objectives are numerous, yet its main goal is to
spread the truth about the Islamic faith in general and the Shi`a School of Thought in particular
due to the latter being misrepresented, misunderstood and its tenets often assaulted by many
ignorant folks, Muslims and non-Muslims. Organization's purpose is to facilitate the
dissemination of knowledge through a global medium, the Internet, to locations where such
resources are not commonly or easily accessible or are resented, resisted and fought!
IMAM JA`FAR AL-SADIQ The sixth Imam in the line of the Twelve Imams descended from the
Prophet Muhammad, Imam Ja`far ibn Muhammad al-Sadiq (702-765 C.E. or 17th Rabi` alAwwal 83 AH - 15th Shawwal 148 AH) was the founder of the Ja`fari School of Islamic Law
and a renowned scholar of his age. His father was the Imam Muhammad al-Baqir and his
mother, Farwa, was a great-granddaughter of Abu Bakr. He lived in Arabia in the eighth
century. He devoted his attention to interpreting divine utterances and applied himself to such
controversial subjects as iraadah (free will) and qadr (the power to direct one's own actions).
He is regarded as one of the greatest of the imams and is also revered by the Naqshbandi
Sunni Sufi chain. THE LANTERN OF THE PATH The Lantern of The Path comprises ninetynine chapters. Each one is a threshold to the next, guiding the reader through the broad
spectrum of ageless wisdom, like a lantern along the path of reality. The author illuminates the
inner meanings of outer practices which range from practical everyday acts of behavior, to the
practices of worship, morals and ethics, and the pillars of religion. Practical and profound, this
concise volume is a useful guide for those who wish to cultivate their inner being.
accompanying commentary, students and adepts alike can now gain a profounder
understanding of these timeless teachings from the wellspring of the heart of Islam.
A full-color illustrated guide to co-creative alchemy with crystals and stones for personal and
planetary healing and enlightenment • Reveals that those who love and work with crystals and
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stones have been intuitively following the path of spiritual alchemy • Provides meditative
practices with specific stones to go with each stage of the alchemical transformation process
as well as other tools and techniques • Includes an illustrated dictionary summarizing the
spiritual qualities of more than 375 different minerals, crystals, and gemstones The Alchemy of
Stones presents an inspired breakthrough in Robert Simmons’ thirty-five year career of
exploring and revealing the spiritual qualities and potentials of minerals, crystals, and
gemstones. This holistic, Earth-based framework for understanding stones and their energies
initiates readers into an alchemical worldview that leads to spiritual healing, transformation,
and transcendence. Engaging readers step by step, Simmons provides guidance on
discovering and harnessing the three human powers of intention, attention, and imagination,
each a crucial component for meeting and working in harmony with the energies of the Stone
Beings. Simmons also introduces us to the Divine Feminine intelligence known as Sophia, or
Wisdom. The Stone Beings are her emissaries, and through relating and co-creating with
them, the healing and redemption of ourselves and the Earth becomes a reality. Offering an
illustrated dictionary of the spiritual qualities of more than 375 different minerals, crystals, and
gemstones, Simmons also explores in depth what he calls the Four Cornerstones of the
Alchemy of Stones: Moldavite, Phenacite, Azeztulite, and Rosophia. He discusses the stages
of alchemical transformation and provides meditative practices with specific stones to go with
each stage. He also explores how to work with stone mandalas, crystal body layouts,
gemstone elixirs, and Orgonite energy devices and details powerful techniques for working
with stones. Woven throughout are Simmons’ personal stories of the pivotal mystical
experiences that triggered his capacity to feel stone energies and led him to develop his
relationship with the stones, revealing how this work can open minds and awaken hearts.
Lavishly illustrated, The Alchemy of Stones is an invitation to a journey of enlightenment,
transformation, and spiritual metamorphosis aligned with the path of our living, conscious
Earth.
The Qur'an is the sacramental foundation of prayer in Islam. Its inspirational power is
perpetually renewed through being recited and meditated upon by Muslims on a daily basis
throughout their lives. This succinct monograph provides a unique contemporary insight into
the spiritual, intellectual and moral dynamics set in motion by the short Qur'anic chapters
recited in their prayers by Muslims of all traditions, but which are particularly recommended
within Shi'i Islam. Dr Shah-Kazemi engages creatively with the chapters of the Qur'an,
including the 'Opening' (al-Fatiha) chapter, basing his own philosophical reflections on the
teachings of Imam 'Ali. He focuses in particular on the relationship between the moral and the
mystical aspects of the texts. The result is a stimulating philosophical meditation probing the
depths of meaning comprised within the verses of a Revelation by which the spiritual quest of
Muslims has constantly been inspired, nourished and fulfilled.
200 verses of Qur'an and over 250 texts from the Prophet's biography (sira), his Attributes
(shama'il) and unique aspects (khasa'is), the spiritual poetry of the Companions and Awliya,
and commentary of the Qur'an and Hadith on the Light of the Prophet Mu ammad (upon whom
be peace) and his Inheritors. When I beheld his lights shining out, I placed in awe my hand
before my eyes, In fear for my sight at the beauty of his frame; and now I look at him only to
my capacity. His light has made all lights drown in his lights. -Hassan b. Thabit About the
Author Dr. Gibril Fouad Haddad is a disciple of Mawlana Shaykh Nazim al-Haqqani at the
hands of his deputy Shaykh Hisham Kabbani for over two decades in the United States and
Syria, and holds scholarly licenses (ijaza) from 150 shaykhs. Dr. Haddad has authored three
dozen books and hundreds of articles in Islamic hermeneutics, doctrine, hadith, biography and
heresiology. He resides in Brunei Darussalam.
The second largest branch of Islam, with between 130 and 190 million adherents across the
globe, Shi'i Islam is becoming an increasingly significant force in contemporary politics,
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especially in the Middle East. This makes an informed understanding of its fundamental
spiritual beliefs and practices both necessary and timely. Mohammad Ali Amir-Moezzi is one of
the most distinguished scholars of Shi'i history and theology, and in this volume he offers a
wide-ranging and engaging survey of the core texts of Shi'i Islam. Examining in turn the origins
and later developments of Shi'i spirituality, t.
Sufism is all too often associated just with 'mysticism' in the West. The author of this new
textbook, a former pupil of Annemarie Schimmel, suggests that conflating Sufism and
mysticism is only partially valid. He shows that the vast majority of Sufi practice, both
historically and in the contemporary world, has little or nothing to do with a esoteric
transcendence but is rather focused on contemplative activity. Such practice might involve art,
music, devotional shrine visitation - even politics and psychology. Placing Sufism in a wider
Islamic contemplative context enables Arthur F Buehler to examine Sufi history, as well as
current application, against a backdrop that is richer and more inclusive than that portrayed in
many competing introductory surveys. Discussing the origins of Sufism; the development of
Sufi lineages (via three founder figures); Sufi lodges and the role of Sufism in colonial
resistance; Sufi poetry; Sufi shrines, and Sufism in the West, the author rescues his topic from
the idea that it means only union with the divine. In this original new treatment, Sufism
emerges as complex and multi-layered.
Examines the intersection of Samuel Beckett's thirty-second playlet Breath with the visual arts
The Deoband movement—a revivalist movement within Sunni Islam that quickly spread from
colonial India to Pakistan, Afghanistan, Bangladesh, and even the United Kingdom and South
Africa—has been poorly understood and sometimes feared. Despite being one of the most
influential Muslim revivalist movements of the last two centuries, Deoband’s connections to
the Taliban have dominated the attention it has received from scholars and policy-makers
alike. Revival from Below offers an important corrective, reorienting our understanding of
Deoband around its global reach, which has profoundly shaped the movement’s history. In
particular, the author tracks the origins of Deoband’s controversial critique of Sufism, how this
critique travelled through Deobandi networks to South Africa, as well as the movement’s
efforts to keep traditionally educated Islamic scholars (`ulama) at the center of Muslim public
life. The result is a nuanced account of this global religious network that argues we cannot fully
understand Deoband without understanding the complex modalities through which it spread
beyond South Asia.
A study of comparative metaphysics that explores the concepts of Reality and Appearance and
their relevance to contemporary religious consciousness. In this pioneering work of
comparative metaphysics, Patrick Laude delves into Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Islamic, and
Jewish concepts of Reality and Appearance to offer a uniquely lucid exploration of
metaphysical representations of reality, relativity, appearance, and illusion. Laude includes
discussions of the Absolute and the Relative in Hindu Advaita Ved?nta, Kashmiri ?aivism, Sufi
wahdat al-wuj?d, and Madhyamaka Buddhism; the metaphysics of salvation in Buddhist and
Christian traditions; and the metaphysics of evil and the distinction between Reality and
Appearance in the Jewish Kabbalah, ?aivism, Christian mysticism, and the Sufi school of Ibn
al-‘Arab?. The book explores how a discerning and subtle apprehension of the relationship
between Reality and Appearance may help contemporary readers and seekers respond to the
acute predicaments of contemporary religious and spiritual consciousness. “I have rarely read
a work that is so lucid in explaining complex philosophical theories across multiple traditions,
so articulate in constructing concise ideas, and so strategic in assembling a framework for
analysis. This is a unique and special work of comparative metaphysics rarely found in
contemporary works on philosophies of religion.” — Lee Irwin, author of Alchemy of Soul: The
Art of Spiritual Transformation

The Sufis is the best introduction ever written to the philosophical and mystical
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school traditionally associated with the Islamic world.Powerful, concise, and
intensely thought-provoking, it sums up over a thousand years of Eastern thought
- the product of some of the greatest minds humanity has ever produced - into a
single work, presenting timeless ideas in a fresh and contemporary style.When
the book was originally published in 1964, it launched its author, Idries Shah, on
to the international stage, attracting the attention of thinkers and writers such as
J. D. Salinger, Doris Lessing, Ted Hughes and Robert Graves.It introduced to the
Western world concepts which have subsequently become commonly accepted,
varying from the psychological importance of attention and humour, to the use of
traditional tales as teaching instruments (what Shah termed 'teaching-stories'),
and the historical debt owed by the West to the Middle East in matters scientific,
literary and philosophical.As a primer for the many dozens of Sufi books that
Shah later produced, it is unsurpassed, offering a clear window onto a community
whose system of thought and action has long concerned itself with the
advancement of the whole of humankind, and whose ideas about individuals and
society, their purpose and direction, need to be understood now more than ever
before.
The mystical Qur’an commentary attributed by the Sufis to Imåm Ja Spiritual
Gems is the first ever full translation of this important corpus from al-Íådiq.
Complete with analytical introduction and scholarly notes, the book contains
detailed exposition of the methods and levels of scriptural interpretation used in
this commentary and of the cognate ontological continuity between the levels of
the human microcosm. The in-depth analysis of the exegetical comments reveals
a process of subtle alchemy in keeping with JaThe spirituality of this text is a truly
mystical encounter with the truths enunciated by philosophy and religion. In
addition to surmounting temporal differences, the inner landscape of the
commentary rises above formal differences; by virtue of consisting purely of
qualities, it is as relevant today as it was in earlier times.
Details the powerful effects of gems as an alternative therapy for physical,
psychological, and spiritual healing • Reveals the physical, healing, and
astrological properties of over 70 minerals, along with instructions for maintaining
and recharging their powers • Examines the “life” energy of stones, their basic
vibratory patterns, and how this energy is used therapeutically to treat various
disorders • Shows how to use gems in color therapy and to harmonize the
chakras Gemstones have been used for both therapeutic and spiritual purposes
since the beginning of time and in all traditions. Used properly, they can
contribute to and accelerate healing through the practice of lithotherapy, which
uses gems and minerals to restore enzymatic functions, and they can energize
spiritual development. Alternative medicines such as homeopathy have given
prominence to the therapeutic character of certain minerals, but the use of
gemstones in expanding awareness or establishing a holistic, energetic
connection with the stone itself have scarcely been brought forward. In this
reclaiming of ancient wisdom, Florence Mégemont explores the many potent and
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beneficial dimensions of the mineral world. Over 70 precious and semiprecious
stones are inventoried as to their principal deposits, therapeutic applications, and
zodiac correspondences. Readers will discover which physical and emotional
disorders can be relieved by using which minerals and--with the application of
chakra therapy--which gemstones are indispensable to their spiritual health.
While not proposing that lithotherapy is a substitute for traditional allopathic
treatment, Mégemont shows that it can be a powerful complement to it.
Additionally, stones can act preventively, energizing both our health and spiritual
resources to a state of balance and attunement.
Islamic ethics.
Recently updated and expanded, this collection of early Sufi writings, drawn from
northeastern Iran, elucidates the beliefs of a small circle of disciples called the
People of Blame. Of interest to modern scholars for the contrasting beliefs of this
sect with later Sufi practices, the works—as well as the larger philosophical
tenants of the People of Blame—forbid individualism while espousing the
acceptance of blame as the key to obtaining intimate knowledge of God. Other
topics discussed by these early authors include the role of Sharia laws and the
embrace of poverty among the People of Blame. Recently updated and
expanded, this collection of scholarly translations of early Sufi writings, drawn
from northeastern Iran, elucidates the beliefs of a small circle of disciples called
the People of Blame. Of interest to modern scholars for the contrasting beliefs of
this sect with later Sufi practices, the works—as well as the larger philosophical
tenants of the People of Blame—forbid individualism while espousing the
acceptance of blame as the key to obtaining intimate knowledge of God. Other
topics discussed by these early authors include the role of Sharia laws and the
embrace of poverty among the People of Blame.
Early Sufi Women is the earliest known work in Islam devoted entirely to
women's spirituality. Written by the Persian Sufi Ab 'Abd ar-Rahman as-Sulami,
this long-lost work provides portraits of eighty Sufi women who lived in the central
Islamic lands between the eighth and eleventh centuries CE. As spiritual masters
and exemplars of Islamic piety, they served as respected teachers and guides in
the same way as did Muslim men, often surpassing men in their understanding of
Sufi doctrine, the Qur'an, and Islamic spirituality. Whether they were scholars,
poets, founders of Sufi schools, or individual mystics and ascetics, they
embodied a wisdom that could not be hidden.
Discusses philosopher Mull? ?adr?’s commentary on the opening chapter of the
Qur'?n. This book investigates the convergence of philosophy, scriptural
exegesis, and mysticism in the thought of the celebrated Islamic philosopher
Mull? ?adr? (d. 1050/1640). Through a careful presentation of the theoretical and
practical dimensions of ?adr?’s Qur'?nic hermeneutics, Mohammed Rustom
highlights the manner in which ?adr? offers a penetrating metaphysical
commentary upon the F?ti?a, the chapter of the Qur'?n that occupies central
importance in Muslim daily life. Engaging such medieval intellectual giants as
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Fakhr al-D?n al-R?z? (d. 606/1210) and Ibn 'Arab? (d. 638/1240) on the one
hand, and the wider disciplines of philosophy, theology, Sufism, and Qur'?nic
exegesis on the other, ?adr?’s commentary upon the F?ti?a provides him with
the opportunity to modify and recast many of his philosophical positions within a
scripture-based framework. He thereby reveals himself to be a profound religious
thinker who, among other things, argues for the salvation of all human beings in
the afterlife.
Do you have a real relationship with God, or do you just have a religion? Do you
know God, or do you just know about God? In How Big Is Your God? Paul
Coutinho, SJ, challenges us to grow stronger and deeper in our faith and in our
relationship with God—a God whose love knows no bounds. To help us on our
way, Coutinho introduces us to people in various world religions—from Hindu
friends to Buddhist teachers to St. Ignatius of Loyola—who have shaped his
spiritual life and made possible his deep, personal relationship with God.
A significant number of Muslim communities throughout the world reflect varying
degrees of involvement in Islamic mysticism. What bridges are present in this
context that will facilitate not only evangelism, but also discipleship and
community formation? Matthew Friedman guides the reader on a journey
examining the response of the early Christian community to the challenges of
ancient Jewish and Hellenic mysticism, focusing on the central idea of “union
with God in Christ.” Far from finding this to be a leftover from the early Church,
he discovers that this theme remained crucial into the Reformation, particularly in
the writing and work of eighteenth-century figures John and Charles Wesley.Join
Friedman as he explores resources for discipleship and community building that
will be relevant to both scholars and practitioners alike, and will be effective for
witness within modern contexts of Islamic mysticism worldwide.
Nowhere else in the world have both Islam and Christianity been more
instrumental in shaping the history of a people and their way of life than in Africa.
African Muslims and Christians have a lot in common, including kinship ties,
shared languages and citizenship. Yet, despite the centuries of deep historical
links and harmonious existence between the two religions, new challenges
threaten this harmony. Conflicts involving Christians and Muslims in places like
Sudan, Nigeria and Ivory Coast are common. These conflicts are fueled primarily
by ignorance, stereotyping and prejudice, which in turn breed fear, suspicion and
even hatred, in some cases leading to violence. My Neighbour's Faith sheds light
on the beliefs and teaching of Islam by addressing matters of contemporary
importance to Christians and the wider non-Muslim audience. It presents the
human face of Islam--the face of a close relative, a neighbour, a teacher and
even a head of state--in a balanced and critical way that gives a credible view of
Islam.
A timely addition to the literature on the holy book of Islam, this translation
provides both the original Arabic verse as well as extensive explanations and
interpretations in modern English. Additional commentary is offered on the the
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social and historical aspects of Islam, as well as the existence and unity of God,
the concept of resurrection, and other theological complexities. Several special
glossaries detailing the names of God and Qur'an vocabulary are also included.
This book sheds light on the Bawa Muhaiyaddeen Fellowship (BMF), one of
North America's major Sufi movements, and one of the first to establish a Sufi
shrine in the region. It provides the first comprehensive overview of the BMF,
offering new insight into its historical development and practices, and charting its
establishment in both the United States and Sri Lanka. Through ethnographic
research, Sacred Spaces and Transnational Networks in American Sufism shows
that the followers of Bawa in the United States and Sri Lanka share far more
similarities in the relationships they formed with spaces, Bawa, and Sufism, than
differences. This challenges the accepted conceptualization of Sufism in North
America as having a distinct "Americanness†?, and prompts scholars to reconsider how Sufism is developing in the modern American landscape, as well as
globally. The book focuses on the transnational spaces and ritual activities of
Bawa's communities, mapping parallel shrines and pilgrimages. It examines the
roles of culture, religion, and gender and their impact on ritual embodiment,
drawing attention to the global range of a Sufi community through engagement
with its distinct Muslim, Hindu, Jewish, and Christian followers.
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