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From the «Terror of the World» to the «Sick Man of Europe» sheds new light on
the hotly debated issue of Orientalism by looking at the European images of the
Ottoman Empire and society over three centuries. Through a careful examination
of the European intellectual discourse, this book claims that there was no
coherent and constant Europewide vision of the Turks until the eighteenth
century and clearly demonstrates that the Age of Reason has not rendered
reasonable images of the Turks. Indeed, once inspiring awe, the European
opinion of Ottomans was held in contempt during this period.
Comparative approaches to political rituals and ceremonies in Byzantium and
other court cultures of the Mediterranean basin form the subject of this collective
volume, which examines related topics from the viewpoint of transformation,
succession, appropriation, and representation in art and literature.
The Routledge Handbook of Identity and the Environment in the Classical and
Medieval Worlds explores how environment was thought to shape ethnicity and
identity, discussing developments in early natural philosophy and historical
ethnographies. Defining ‘environment’ broadly to include not only physical but
also cultural environments, natural and constructed, the volume considers the
multifarious ways in which environment was understood to shape the culture and
physical characteristics of peoples, as well as how the ancients manipulated their
environments to achieve a desired identity. This diverse collection includes
studies not only of the Greco-Roman world, but also ancient China and the
European, Jewish and Arab inheritors and transmitters of classical thought. In
recent years, work in this subject has been confined mostly to the discussion of
texts that reflect an approach to the barbarian as ‘other’. The Routledge
Handbook of Identity and the Environment in the Classical and Medieval Worlds
takes the discussion of ethnicity on a fresh course, contextualising the concept of
the barbarian within rational discourses such as cartography, medicine, and
mathematical sciences, an approach that allows us to more clearly discern the
varied and nuanced approaches to ethnic identity which abounded in antiquity.
The innovative and thought-provoking material in this volume realises new
directions in the study of identity in the Classical and Medieval worlds.
I.B.Tauris in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies The Fatimids ruled
much of the Mediterranean world for over two centuries. From the conquest of
Qayrawan in 909 to defeat at the hands of Saladin in 1171, the Fatimid caliphate
governed a vast area stretching, at its peak, from the Red Sea in the East to the
Atlantic Ocean in the West. Their leaders - the Ismaili Shi`i Imam-caliphs - were
distinctive in largely pursuing a policy of tolerance towards the religious and
ethnic communities of their realm, and they embraced diverse approaches to the
practicalities of administering a vast empire. Such methods of negotiating
government and diversity created a lasting pluralistic legacy. The present
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volume, edited by Farhad Daftary and Shainool Jiwa, brings together a series of
original contributions from a number of leading authorities in the field. Based on
analyses of primary sources, the chapters shed fresh light on the impact of
Fatimid rule. The book presents little explored aspects of state-society relations
such as the Fatimid model of the vizierate, Sunni legal responses to Fatimid
observance, and the role of women in prayer. Highlighting the distinctive nature
of the Fatimid empire and its legacy, this book will be of special interest to
researchers in mediaeval Islamic history and thought.
Translating a collection of the most important descriptions of the Turks found in
medieval Arabic texts into English, this book aims at delineating the coming of
the Turkic people in the eleventh century, their military successes in Iran and
Iraq, and the emergence of the sultanate. The book introduces the reader to the
history of the Islamic Caliphate and the Turkic people. This introduction is
followed by annotated translated sources which illuminate; the view of the
Eurasian steppes in Muslim-Arabic geographical writing from the pre-Salj?q
period, the self-image and ideology of the victorious Salj?qs and their
fundamental claim to legitimacy, and the conventional narrative of the coming of
the Salj?qs in later Arabic historiography. Illustrating the variety of sources
available on the history of Turkic tribes in the Eurasian steppes and in central
Islamic lands, ranging from geographical writing, to chronicles, to mythological
legends, this book will be an essential resource for students and scholars with an
interest in Turks and image, History, and Middle East Studies.
This book is a valuable contribution to the study of messianism and
millenarianism in the history of Muslim Spain and pre-Modern Morocco presented
in a broader framework of research on Muslim eschatological beliefs and Islamic
ideas on legitimate power.
In the tenth century Shi?a scholars assembled accounts of twelve imams’ lives,
portraying them as miracle workers who were betrayed. These biographies
invoked shared cultural memories, shaped communal responses and ritual
practices of mourning, and inspired Shi?a identity and religious imagination for
centuries to come, Matthew Pierce shows.
This volume presents a comprehensive selection from Etan Kohlberg’s research,
undertaken over a period of fifty years, on doctrinal and historical developments
of Im?m? Shi?i intellectual tradition with a primary focus on the medieval period.
A study of the shaping of political and social institutions in Baghdad by an Iranian Shiite
dynasty that re-established the Caliphate on a new footing as the powerless symbol of
authority and legitimacy.
In Know Thy Enemy, Meir Litvak analyzes the evolving attitudes towards various
internal and external collective “others”, in post-revolutionary Iranian Shi?ism as a
novel way to examine the formulation of Shi?i self-perception and its place in the world.
I.B.Tauris in association with the Institute of Ismaili Studies Dedicated to the
achievements of Farhad Daftary, the foremost authority in Ismaili Studies of our time,
this volume gathers together a number of studies on intellectual and political history,
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particularly in the three main areas where the significance of Daftary's scholarship has
had the largest impact - Ismaili Studies as well as Persian Studies and Shi'i Studies in a
wider context. It focuses, but not exclusively, on the intellectual production of the
Ismailis and their role in history, with discussions ranging from some of the earliest
Ismaili texts, to thinkers from the Fatimid and the Alamut periods as well as relations of
the Fatimids with other dynasties. Containing essays from some of the most respected
scholars in Ismaili, Shi'i and Persian Studies (including Patricia Crone, M A AmirMoezzi, C Edmund Bosworth and Robert Gleave), the book makes a significant
contribution to wider scholarship in philosophical theology and medieval Islam. The
contributors include: I. Afshar, H. Algar, M. A. Amir-Moezzi, S. J. Badakhchani, C.
Baffioni, C. E. Bosworth, D. Cortese, P. Crone, D. De Smet, R. Gleave, H. Haji, I.
Hajnal, A. H. Hamdani, C. Hillenbrand, A. C. Hunsberger, H. Landolt, L. Lewisohn, W.
Madelung, A. Nanji, A. J. Newman, I. K. Poonawala and P. E. Walker.
Originally published in 1957. Within the compact range of fifty-six maps, this atlas
depicts clearly and concisely the expansion of Islam outwards from the Arabian
Peninsula and outlines the rise and decline of the various Muslim states and dynasties
over a territory stretching from Spain to China. Maps have also been devoted to trade
products and routes, both in the heartland of Islam and in the basins of the Indian
Ocean and the Mediterranean Sea. This volume represents a series of maps which
together present a full survey of the history of Islam in time and space.
Medieval Islamic Civilization examines the socio-cultural history of the regions where
Islam took hold between the seventh and sixteenth century. This important two-volume
work contains over 700 alphabetically arranged entries, contributed and signed by
international scholars and experts in fields such as Arabic languages, Arabic literature,
architecture, art history, history, history of science, Islamic arts, Islamic studies, Middle
Eastern studies, Near Eastern studies, politics, religion, Semitic studies, theology, and
more. This reference provides an exhaustive and vivid portrait of Islamic civilization
including the many scientific, artistic, and religious developments as well as all aspects
of daily life and culture. For a full list of entries, contributors, and more, visit
www.routledge-ny.com/middleages/Islamic.
This book contributes to a more balanced view of the most dramatic results of language
contact by presenting linguistic and historical sketches of lesser-known contact
languages. The twelve case studies offer eloquent testimony against the still common
view that all contact languages are pidgins and creoles with maximally simple and
essentially identical grammars. They show that some contact languages are neither
pidgins nor creoles, and that even pidgins and creoles can display considerable
structural diversity and structural complexity; they also show that two-language contact
situations can give rise to pidgins, especially when access to a target language is
withheld by its speakers. The chapters are arranged according to language type: three
focus on pidgins (Hiri Motu, by Tom Dutton; Pidgin Delaware, by Ives Goddard; and
Ndyuka-Trio Pidgin, by George L. Huttar and Frank J. Velantie), two on creoles (Kituba,
by Salikoko S. Mufwene, and Sango, by Helma Pasch), one on a set of pidgins and
creoles (Arabic-based contact languages, by Jonathan Owens), one on the question of
early pidginization and/or creolization in Swahili (by Derek Nurse), and five on bilingual
mixed languages (Michif, by Peter Bakker and Robert A. Papen; Media Lengua and
Callahuaya, both by Pieter Muysken; and Mednyj Aleut and Ma'a, both by Sarah
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Thomason). The authors' collective goal is to help offset the traditional emphasis, within
contact-language studies, on pidgins and creoles that arose as an immediate result of
contact with Europeans, starting in the Age of Exploration. The accumulation of case
studies on a wide diversity of languages is needed to create a body of knowledge
substantial enough to support robust generalizations about the nature and development
of all types of contact language.
This revisionist account of the history of Islamic political thought from the early to the
late medieval period focuses on Ibn Taymiyya, one of the most brilliant theologians of
his day. This original study demonstrates how his influence shed new light on the entire
trajectory of Islamic political thought. Although he did not reject the Caliphate ideal, as
is commonly believed, he nevertheless radically redefined it by turning it into a rational
political institution intended to serve the community (umma). Through creative
reinterpretation, he deployed the Qur'anic concept of fitra (divinely endowed human
nature) to centre the community of believers and its common-sense reading of
revelation as the highest epistemic authority. In this way, he subverted the elitism that
had become ensconced in classical theological, legal and spiritual doctrines, and tried
to revive the ethico-political, rather than strictly legal, dimension of Islam. In
reassessing Ibn Taymiyya's work, this book marks a major departure from traditional
interpretations of medieval Islamic thought.
"In 2012, the year 1433 of the Muslim calendar, the Islamic population throughout the
world was estimated at approximately a billion and a half, representing about one-fifth
of humanity. In geographical terms, Islam occupies the center of the world, stretching
like a big belt across the globe from east to west."--P. vii.

The Buwayhid Dynasty in Iraq 334h., 945 to 403h., 1012Shaping Institutions for
the FutureBRILL
This accessible guide has been fully updated to take into account the Iraq War
and subsequent developments, whilst retaining its character as a non-partisan
and approachable text for students and interested readers alike. The twentieth
century witnessed the transformation of the area known currently as Iraq from a
backward region of the Ottoman Empire, to one of the most important and
dynamic states in the Middle East. The rise of modern Iraq has its roots in the
second half of the nineteenth century when Ottoman reforms led to gradual state
modernization and increasing integration in the World Economy. British control
after World War I was one of the determining factors in the establishment of the
current borders of the country and the nature of its subsequent national identity.
The other important factor was the highly heterogeneous nature of Iraqi society
being divided along tribal, ethnic, religious, and sectarian lines. This book
focuses on the interaction between the old and the new, or between continuity
and change, as it is manifested in the nature of social development, nationbuilding, the state and the political opposition. An entirely new chapter focusing
on the recent conflict has been added, and will contain sections on: The new
chapter will have the following sections: The Question of American Intervention
Invasion and the Fall of Saddam Looting & the Collapse of the Central State The
Provisional Authority’s Reforms The Nature of the Resistance Iraq’s New
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Political Reality Elections and the Rise of Sectarian Parties Social-Economic
Transformations The Challenge of the Future.
The Prophet and the Age of Caliphates is an accessible history of the Near East
from c.600-1050AD, the period in which Islamic society was formed. Beginning
with the life of Muhammad and the birth of Islam, Hugh Kennedy goes on to
explore the great Arab conquests of the seventh century and the golden age of
the Umayyad and Abbasid caliphates when the world of Islam was politically and
culturally far more developed than the West. The arrival of the Seljuk Turks and
the period of political fragmentation which followed shattered this early unity,
never to be recovered. This new edition is fully updated to take into account the
considerable amount of new research on early Islam, and contains a completely
revised bibliography. Based on extensive reading of the original Arabic sources,
Kennedy breaks away from the Orientalist tradition of seeing early Islamic history
as a series of ephemeral rulers and pointless battles by drawing attention to
underlying long term social and economic processes. The Prophet and the Age
of Caliphates deals with issues of continuing and increasing relevance in the
twenty-first century, when it is, perhaps, more important than ever to understand
the early development of the Islamic world. Students and scholars of early
Islamic history will find this book a clear, informative and readable introduction to
the subject.
The series Religion and Society (RS) contributes to the exploration of religions as
social systems – both in Western and non-Western societies; in particular, it
examines religions in their differentiation from, and intersection with, other
cultural systems, such as art, economy, law and politics. Due attention is given to
paradigmatic case or comparative studies that exhibit a clear theoretical
orientation with the empirical and historical data of religion and such aspects of
religion as ritual, the religious imagination, constructions of tradition, iconography,
or media. In addition, the formation of religious communities, their construction of
identity, and their relation to society and the wider public are key issues of this
series.
Despite the many important developments and innovations traceable to the
Seljuq period (5th-7th/11th-13th centuries), the Seljuqs remain one of the
understudied Muslim dynasties. This unique collaborative exploration of the
Seljuqs' achievement contributes to the growing interest in this pivotal dynasty.
The various chapters in this volume cover a representative geographical
spectrum, from Central Asia and Persia to Iraq, Syria and Anatolia, and address
novel questions such as the ideological foundations and ritual expressions of
Seljuq power, the mutual attitudes of the learned classes and the Seljuq state,
the organization of space, and the relationship between nomads and the settled
peoples.The book is divided into three parts: the origins of the Seljuqs, their
gradual transformation into a powerful dynasty, and their concepts of political
legitimization (part one); the social history of the Seljuq period, particularly with
regard to the 'ulama' and the urban populations (part two); developments in
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religious thought, jurisprudence, belles-lettres and architecture under the Seljuqs
(part three).Key Features*Brings together the work of leading international
experts in Seljuq studies including C. E. Bosworth, Massimo Campanini, Carole
Hillenbrand, Robert Hillenbrand, Jurgen Paul, Andrew C. S. Peacock and Scott
Redford*Critically engages with previous scholarly work on the
Seljuqs*Addresses novel questions and challenges in the historiography of the
Seljuq period*Pays particular attention to the Seljuqs' formative influence on later
socio-political orders
In Licit Magic: The Life and Letters of al-???ib b. ?Abb?d (d. 385/995) Maurice A.
Pomerantz explores the biography and literary output of a major tenth-century
Muslim statesman, literary patron, and intellectual.
Al-Mu'ayyad bi-llah al-Haruni (d. 411/1020) was a representative of the
intellectual center of the Zaydiyya in Northern Iran and a student of the leading
Mu?tazilite theologians of the time. In his Kitab Ithbat nubuwwat al-nabi he
presents a proof of prophecy of Mu?ammad and a refutation of the Isma'ilyya.The
present volume explores the historical and intellectual context of the oeuvre and
includes a partial critical edition of the text.
In the early sixteenth century, the political landscape of West Asia was
completely transformed: of the previous four major powers, only one - the
Ottoman Empire - continued to exist. Ottoman survival was, in part, predicated on
transition to a new mode of kingship, enabling its transformation from regional
dynastic sultanate to empire of global stature. In this book, Christopher
Markiewicz uses as a departure point the life and thought of Idris Bidlisi
(1457-1520), one of the most dynamic scholars and statesmen of the period.
Through this examination, he highlights the series of ideological and
administrative crises in the fifteenth-century sultanates of Islamic lands that gave
rise to this new conception of kingship and became the basis for sovereign
authority not only within the Ottoman Empire but also across other Muslim
empires in the early modern period.
Uplifting tales from one of the most influential Arabic books of the Middle Ages One of
the most popular and influential Arabic books of the Middle Ages, Deliverance Follows
Adversity is an anthology of stories and anecdotes designed to console and encourage
the afflicted. Regarded as a pattern-book of Arabic storytelling, this collection shows
how God’s providence works through His creatures to rescue them from tribulations
ranging from religious persecution and medical emergencies to political skullduggery
and romantic woes. A resident of Basra and Baghdad, al-Tanukhi (327–84/939–94)
draws from earlier Arabic classics as well as from oral stories relayed by the author’s
tenth-century Iraqi contemporaries, who comprised a wide circle of writers, intellectuals,
judges, government officials, and family members. This edition and translation includes
the first three chapters of the work, which deal with Qur'anic stories and prayers that
bring about deliverance, as well as general instances of the workings of providence.
The volume incorporates material from manuscripts not used in the standard Arabic
edition, and is the first translation into English. The complete translation, spanning four
volumes, will be the first integral translation into any European language.
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Adam Silverstein's book offers a fascinating account of the official methods of
communication employed in the Near East from pre-Islamic times through the Mamluk
period. Postal systems were set up by rulers in order to maintain control over vast tracts
of land. These systems, invented centuries before steam-engines or cars, enabled the
swift circulation of different commodities - from letters, people and horses to exotic fruits
and ice. As the correspondence transported often included confidential reports from a
ruler's provinces, such postal systems doubled as espionage-networks through which
news reached the central authorities quickly enough to allow a timely reaction to
events. The book sheds light not only on the role of communications technology in
Islamic history, but also on how nomadic culture contributed to empire-building in the
Near East. This is a long-awaited contribution to the history of pre-modern
communications systems in the Near Eastern world.
A history of the Abbasid Caliphate from its foundation in 750 and golden age under
Harun al-Rashid to the conquest of Baghdad by the Mongols in 1258, this study
examines the Caliphate as an empire and an institution, and its imprint on the society
and culture of classical Islamic civilization.
As a 'Medieval Warm Period' prevailed in Western Europe during the tenth and
eleventh centuries, the eastern Mediterranean region, from the Nile to the Oxus, was
suffering from a series of climatic disasters which led to the decline of some of the most
important civilizations and cultural centres of the time. This provocative study argues
that many well-documented but apparently disparate events - such as recurrent drought
and famine in Egypt, mass migrations in the steppes of central Asia, and the decline in
population in urban centres such as Baghdad and Constantinople - are connected and
should be understood within the broad context of climate change. Drawing on a wealth
of textual and archaeological evidence, Ronnie Ellenblum explores the impact of
climatic and ecological change across the eastern Mediterranean in this period, to offer
a new perspective on why this was a turning point in the history of the Islamic world.
Ibn Babawayh – also known as al-Shaykh al-Saduq – was a prominent Twelver Shi'i
scholar of hadith. Writing within the first century after the vanishing of the twelfth imam,
al-Saduq represents a pivotal moment in Twelver hadith literature, as this Shi'i
community adjusted to a world without a visible imam and guide, a world wherein the
imams could only be accessed through the text of their remembered words and deeds.
George Warner's study of al-Saduq's work examines the formation of Shi'i hadith
literature in light of these unique dynamics, as well as giving a portrait of an important
but little-studied early Twelver thinker. Though almost all of al-Saduq's writings are
collections of hadith, Warner's approach pays careful attention to how these texts are
selected and presented to explore what they can reveal about their compiler, offering
insight into al-Saduq's ideas and suggesting new possibilities for the wider study of
hadith.
This collective study focuses on a unique undated anonymous primary source on
ornamental geometry featuring geometrical constructions and textual instructions in
Persian. The chapters interpreting this fascinating medieval source are followed by a
facsimile, transcription, English translation, and supplementary drawings.
Islamic civilization flourished in the Middle Ages across a vast geographical area that
spans today's Middle and Near East. First published in 2006, Medieval Islamic
Civilization examines the socio-cultural history of the regions where Islam took hold
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between the 7th and 16th centuries. This important two-volume work contains over 700
alphabetically arranged entries, contributed and signed by international scholars and
experts in fields such as Arabic languages, Arabic literature, architecture, history of
science, Islamic arts, Islamic studies, Middle Eastern studies, Near Eastern studies,
politics, religion, Semitic studies, theology, and more. Entries also explore the
importance of interfaith relations and the permeation of persons, ideas, and objects
across geographical and intellectual boundaries between Europe and the Islamic world.
This reference work provides an exhaustive and vivid portrait of Islamic civilization and
brings together in one authoritative text all aspects of Islamic civilization during the
Middle Ages. Accessible to scholars, students and non-specialists, this resource will be
of great use in research and understanding of the roots of today's Islamic society as
well as the rich and vivid culture of medieval Islamic civilization.
This comparative study explores three key cultural and political spheres – the Latin
west, Byzantium and the Islamic world from Central Asia to the Atlantic – roughly from
the emergence of Islam to the fall of Constantinople. These spheres drew on a shared
pool of late antique Mediterranean culture, philosophy and science, and they had
monotheism and historical antecedents in common. Yet where exactly political and
spiritual power lay, and how it was exercised, differed. This book focuses on power
dynamics and resource-allocation among ruling elites; the legitimisation of power and
property with the aid of religion; and on rulers' interactions with local elites and
societies. Offering the reader route-maps towards navigating each sphere and grasping
the fundamentals of its political culture, this set of parallel studies offers a timely and
much needed framework for comparing the societies surrounding the medieval
Mediterranean.

Oxford University Press is proud to present the most up-to-date and
comprehensive encyclopedia in this field. In three illustrated volumes with more
than 1,500 entries, the Encyclopedia deals with all aspects of this important area
of study, ranging from the Middle East to Central Asia to Southeast Asia and
Africa as well as Europe and North America. The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic
Art and Architecture covers all subject areas including: artists, ruler, writers,
architecture, ceramics, sculpture, painting, calligraphy, coins, textiles, and much
more. The Encyclopedia offers fully-updated articles and bibliographies that draw
upon the expansive scholarship of The Dictionary of Art, as well as more than
500 plans, maps, diagrams, illustrations, and color plates. This exciting reference
work is accessible to scholars, students, and general readers, making it a reliable
and essential resource covering this topic of burgeoning importance in world
history and the visual arts.
The Historical Dictionary of Iraq, Second Edition covers the history of Iraq
through a chronology, an introductory essay, appendixes, and an extensive
bibliography. The dictionary section has several hundred cross-referenced
entries on important personalities, politics, economy, foreign relations, religion,
and culture. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and
anyone wanting to know more about Iraq.
The Kizilbash were at once key players in and the foremost victims of the
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Ottoman-Safavid conflict that defined the early modern Middle East. Today
referred to as Alevis, they constitute the second largest faith community in
modern Turkey, with smaller pockets of related groups in the Balkans. Yet
several aspects of their history remain little understood or explored. This first
comprehensive socio-political history of the Kizilbash/Alevi communities uses a
recently surfaced corpus of sources generated within their milieu. It offers fresh
answers to many questions concerning their origins and evolution from a
revolutionary movement to an inward-looking religious order.
Knowledge and Education in Classical Islam: Religious Learning between
Continuity and Change offers fascinating new insights into key issues of learning
and human development in classical Islam, including their shared characteristics,
influence, and interdependence with historical, non-Muslim educational cultures.
In honor of Fred M. Donner's distinguished career as an interpreter of early Islam,
this volume collects more than a dozen studies by his students. They range over
a wide array of sub-fields in Islamic studies, including Islamic history,
historiography, Islamic law, Qur'anic studies and Islamic aracheology.
In The Grey Falcon, Hamza Malik offers an account of the life and teaching of the
twelfth century scholar and Sufi, Shaykh ?Abd al-Q?dir al-J?l?n? (1066-1177),
through a careful analysis of his most popular written works.
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