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The First Emperor Chinas Terracotta Army
Unifier or destroyer, law-maker or tyrant? China's First Emperor (258-210 BC) has been the
subject of debate for over 2,000 years. He gave us the name by which China is known in the
West and, by his unification or elimination of six states, he created imperial China. He stressed
the rule of law but suppressed all opposition, burning books and burying scholars alive. His
military achievements are reflected in the astonishing terracotta soldiers—a veritable buried
army—that surround his tomb, and his Great Wall still fascinates the world. Despite his
achievements, however, the First Emperor has been vilified since his death. China's First
Emperor and His Terracotta Warriors describes his life and times and reflects the historical
arguments over the real founder of China and one of the most important men in Chinese
history.
When the first emperor of unified China, Ch'in Shi Huangdi, felt his death approaching, he
decreed that he be entombed within a pyramid and that his tomb be protected by an army of
terracotta figures. Cotterell decodes the emperor's farewell message concealed in the
terracotta warriors--a message that reveals the secrets of heaven and hell.
"With contributions from leading scholars, this fully illustrated catalogue represents a
panoramic view of Qin artistic, military, and administrative achievements under the powerful
First Emperor, who unified China in 221 BCE. In addition, it examines the period of Chinese
history preceding the emperor's reign and the role of earlier Qin rulers in the evolution of a
small state into a superpower."--Provided by publisher.
This catalog sets the Terracotta warriors in a wider context by examining art of the Qin state in
the period that led to the unification if China.
This book is published to mark the exhibition at Te Papa of the remarkable third century BC
funerary statues excavated from the astounding archaeological site at Xiian, China. The
sculptures depicted the armies of Qin Shi Huang, the first Emperor of China, and were made to
protect him in his afterlife. The 200 especially selected pieces from the site have travelled to
Wellington and then to Melbourne, for their first exhibition in Australasia for 30 years. This
highly illustrated catalogue has images of all the objects in the exhibition as well as informative
essays that explain more about the creation of the objects and their ongoing discovery.
This title was first published in 1975.
"The tomb of China's First Emperor, Qin Shi Huangdi, is guarded by an army of more than
6,000 life-size terracotta warriors. Doubtless many untold treasures and secrets are sealed in
the unopened burial chamber, and perhaps a deadly river of mercury, too. Young
archaeologists will delight in learning about this famous ruler and his quest for eternal life.
They'll find out how the latest technology is being used to reveal more about the tomb's
contents while preserving its artifacts. Beautifully vivid photographs complement the intriguing
text, while a timeline aids in summarizing key historical details."
Unifier or destroyer, law-maker or tyrant? The First Emperor of China (258-210 BC) has been
the subject of debate for over 2,000 years. Frances Wood examines the evidence and reveals
the true nature of the man who had himself buried with an army of 7,000 life-size terracotta
warriors.The First Emperor gave us the name by which China is known in the West and, by his
unification or elimination of six states, created imperial China. He stressed the rule of law but
suppressed all opposition, burning books and burying scholars alive. His military achievements
are reflected in the 'buried armies' that surround his tomb, and his Great Wall still fascinates
the world. Despite his achievements, however, he has been vilified since his death. This book
describes his life and times and reflects the historical arguments over the real founder of China
and one of the most important men in Chinese history.
*Includes pictures *Includes ancient accounts of the emperor''s reign and description of his
tomb *Describes how the Terracotta Army was designed and created *Includes a bibliography
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for further reading "The terracotta army was a one-off creation, original in both concept and
execution, unmentioned in any source, no sooner buried than destroyed and forgotten. ... Why
so realistic? Why this many? Why full-size? Why clay? ... The initial inspiration was the need to
duplicate a new force, of which the main element was infantry, conscripted from the emperor''s
newly acquired masses of peasants, and protected not with custom-made armor but with
scales of leather and simple, standardized weapons. It was the combination of archers, infantry
and charioteers, this particular balance between officers and men, that had enabled the First
Emperor to unify the nation." - John Man, The Terracotta Army: China''s First Emperor and the
Birth of a Nation China has always fascinated outsiders, much in the same way that distant
light fascinates someone looking down a dark road. It is both familiar and mysterious, ancient
and new, and fully understanding it seems to always remain just out of reach. From the Great
Wall to the ancient teachings of Confucius, China''s natural and man-made wonders have been
topics of interest among Westerners since the Middle Ages and the pursuit of trade routes both
by land and sea, amazing Marco Polo and 19th century British expeditions in similar ways
despite the passage of several centuries between them. For these reasons, it comes as little
surprise that people across the world were excited when it was revealed in 1974 that
archaeologists had uncovered a new and amazing find: an underground army consisting of
thousands of clay soldiers, still standing at their posts despite being over 2,000 years old. In
addition to the remarkable feats of craftsmanship and the almost unimaginable size and scale
of the Terracotta Army, the sculpted statues seemed to bear testimony of something that
modern people could not quite wrap their minds around, representing a time when China was
born almost 200 years before Christ. The hope for many was that this remarkable army could
reveal the secrets of China''s first emperor, Qin Shi Huang, a man who united seven warring
tribes into one of the most powerful nations on earth. Even as research continues 40 years
after the initial find, some of the facts about the Terracotta Army are staggering. It''s estimated
that the army consists of 8,000 soldiers, 130 chariots, and hundreds of horses and cavalry, all
of which were sculpted on a mass scale by various factories but were subsequently molded to
feature their own unique appearances separate of one another. As if that wasn''t enough, there
are also terracotta sculptures of acrobats, servants, and musicians, and the sculptures were
painted (though most of the paint has faded away over time). This impressive horde of funerary
art was buried with Qin Shi Huang to serve him in the afterlife, much the same way Egyptian
pyramids were constructed for pharaohs. While the sculptures comprising the Terracotta Army
are impressive as a work of art, they have indeed proven to be an invaluable historical source
as well. Thanks to collections of weapons buried with the sculptures, as well as the shapes and
sizes of the various military equipment, historians can get a sense of what Qin Shi Huang had
at his disposal when he fought battles, and the Terracotta Army itself is even organized based
on military rank, allowing historians a chance to understand ancient Chinese military
formations. The Terracotta Army: The History of Ancient China''s Famous Terracotta Warriors
and Horses chronicles the history of the Chinese emperor who commissioned them and a
description of the famous funerary art. Along with pictures of important people, places, and
events, you will learn about the Terracotta Army like never before.
In this action-packed adventure and coming-of-age story that finely weaves fact and fiction,
thirteen-year-old Ming lives in a small village in Maoist China in the 1970s. His father is
convinced that Emperor Qin’s tomb—and the life-size terra-cotta army created to serve and
protect the emperor in the afterlife—lies hidden in the hills around them. But if Ming’s father
doesn’t prove it soon, the town’s Political Officer will condemn him to the brutal labor camps.
From the stories of a terra-cotta soldier who has survived through the centuries, Ming learns
the history of Emperor Qin, known for building the Great Wall of China, and how and why the
terra-cotta soldiers came to be. As their unlikely friendship develops, Ming experiences the
mysterious tomb firsthand, braving deadly traps and witnessing the terra-cotta army in action.
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Most importantly, he comes to see how he can save both the terra-cotta soldiers and his father
from the corrupt Political Officer and his Communist cronies. The book is illustrated with
photographs of Communist Chinese village life in the 1970s, the Great Wall, and, of course,
the excavated tomb with its many terra-cotta soldiers. It also features a special recipe from the
story. Praise for Secrets of the Terra-Cotta Soldier "Historical photos and Indiana Jones–style
adventure enrich this tale of an unusual meeting between the Qin Dynasty and the 20th
century." --Kirkus Reviews "Despite the hardships, both courageous characters work to uphold
their respective duties: Shi to protect the tomb and Ming to protect the cultural legacy of
China’s people. With archival art, recipes, and end notes, this title is sure to be a hit in the
classroom." --Booklist
Describes the archaeological excavation of Qin shi huang's tomb in China, which housed over
two thousand life-sized terra-cotta soldiers, and explains why the emperor created this tomb
and what it signified.
Reprint. Originally published: 2007. Reissued 2009.
Exciting investigations in northwest China are about to reveal more of the mysteries of the
huge mausoleum of the Qin Emperor, a portion of which was accidentally discovered in 1974
by farmers who were digging a well. The second phase of an international research project
began in 2011, and more recently, promising new excavations began in Pit 2, with exciting
fresh discoveries already announced. The Terracotta Warriors seeks to examine one of
China’s most famous archaeological discoveries in light of these new findings.The book
begins with the discovery of the terracotta warriors and then tells the history of the Qin Dynasty
and as much as is known about the construction of the third century BCE mausoleum, based
on the work of the historian Sima Qian (145–90 BCE). He wrote that the First Emperor was
buried with palaces, towers, officials, valuable artifacts, and wondrous objects. The new
findings and the historical description of the mausoleum suggest that the next discoveries may
surpass the size and conception of the original discovery of the terracotta warriors. In the
second part, Edward Burman questions who built the warriors, how, and what purpose they
served. Finally, he anticipates the ongoing discoveries and describes the new methods of
excavation and preservation.
A history of the famous Terracotta Army in Xi’an, China, exploring what we now know about it,
what remains hidden, and the fascinating theories that surround its creation. Exciting
investigations in northwest China are about to reveal more of the mysteries of the huge
mausoleum of the Qin Emperor, a portion of which was accidently discovered in 1974 by
farmers who were digging a well. The second phase of an international research project began
in 2011 and is ongoing. More recently still, promising new excavations began in Pit 2, with
exciting fresh discoveries already announced. The Terracotta Warriors seeks to examine one
of China’s most famous archaeological discoveries in light of these new findings. The book
begins with the discovery of the terracotta warriors and then tells the history of the Qin Dynasty
and as much as is known about the construction of the 3rd century BCE mausoleum, based on
the work of the historian Sima Qian (145–90 BCE). He wrote that the First Emperor was buried
with palaces, towers, officials, valuable artifacts, and wondrous objects. According to this
account, one hundred flowing rivers were simulated using mercury; the ceiling was decorated
with heavenly bodies, high above the features of the land. The new findings and the
description of the mausoleum based on the quoted historical accounts suggest that the next
discoveries may surpass the size and conception of the original discovery of the terracotta
warriors. In the second part, Edward Burman asks: Who built it and how? He also questions
the role of the terracotta warriors, who may be servants and not warriors, and what their
function may have been in the afterlife. Finally, he anticipates the ongoing discoveries and
describes teh new methods of excavation and preservation.

Over 40,000 lethal bronze weapons were discovered with thousands of terracotta
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warriors in the tomb complex of the Qin First Emperor (259-210 BC). This book carries
out the first systematic and comprehensive study on these weapons to investigate the
mass production and labour organisation in early imperial China. The research draws
upon extensive measurements, typological analysis and related statistical treatment, as
well as a study of the spatial distribution of the bronze weapons. A combination of
metrical and spatial data is used to assess the degree of standardisation of the
weapons' production, and to evaluate the spatial patterns in the array of the Terracotta
Army. This provides further information about the labour organisation behind the
production, transportation and placement of weapons as they were moved from the
workshop and/or arsenal to the funeral pits. Integrating these insights with inscriptions,
tool marks, and chemical analysis, this book fills a gap in the study of mass production,
the behaviour of craftspeople, and related imperial logistical organisation in the Qin
Dynasty (221-206 BC), marking the most crucial early stage in Chinese political
unification.
Dig through the fields of the far East to unearth the huge clay army of China's first
emperor. Why were the thousands of life sized statues built? How were they designed
with such intricate detail? Travel along with scientists to find out how the Terracotta
Armys discovery sheds light on mysteries from ancient China. Unlocking the secrets of
the past is just an artifact away!
A wildly entertaining and surprisingly educational dive into art history as you've never
seen it before, from the host of the beloved ArtCurious podcast We're all familiar with
the works of Claude Monet, thanks in no small part to the ubiquitous reproductions of
his water lilies on umbrellas, handbags, scarves, and dorm-room posters. But did you
also know that Monet and his cohort were trailblazing rebels whose works were
originally deemed unbelievably ugly and vulgar? And while you probably know the tale
of Vincent van Gogh's suicide, you may not be aware that there's pretty compelling
evidence that the artist didn't die by his own hand but was accidentally killed--or even
murdered. Or how about the fact that one of Andy Warhol's most enduring legacies
involves Caroline Kennedy's moldy birthday cake and a collection of toenail clippings?
ArtCurious is a colorful look at the world of art history, revealing some of the strangest,
funniest, and most fascinating stories behind the world's great artists and masterpieces.
Through these and other incredible, weird, and wonderful tales, ArtCurious presents an
engaging look at why art history is, and continues to be, a riveting and relevant world to
explore.
A historical account of vilified emperor Qin Shihuangdi of the third century B.C.E. offers
insight into his military leadership and influential legacy, a reign that saw the
introduction of coinage, standardized measures, and the written word.
"Provides fascinating and highly-detailed photographs from the terracotta army site in
Xi'an. Discusses significance of warrior dress, stance, and layout adjacent to the tomb
itself. Hundreds of full-color photos. One of the best books available on the terracotta
warriors."
This beautifully illustrated multicultural children's book tells a story about China's most
famous archeological site—the terracotta soldiers of Xi'an. When a special exhibition of
terracotta warriors comes to town, Ming and his mother go to see them at the museum.
To remember this exciting event, Ming's mother buys him a little figurine of a General to
keep in his room at home. But at midnight, Ming wakes up and finds the General
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figurine is alive and he has a copper carriage ready to take Ming to his home in
Emperor Qin Shi Huang's Tomb in Xi'an, China. In this mysterious underground world
over 2,000 years old, Ming meets the General's army of terracotta warriors. Read and
find out more about Ming's adventures with his new friends!
Live from the Crypt is a hilarious information series with an undead chat show format
where ghostly historical figures are interviewed by the crew of the show about their lives
and experiences, featuring quirky illustrations, comic strips and Q&A-style text. In this
volume, the first emperor of China, Qin Shi Huang, talks about his ruthless rule and the
gigantic burial site, including the world-famous Terracotta Army, which he had
commissioned for his death.
"The terra cotta army of Qin Shihuangdi, the First Emperor of China (r. 221-210 BC), is
one of the most spectacular finds in world archaeology. It was discovered by chance in
1974 - a garrison in battle-ready formation, spread across a number of pits. Here were
life-sized warriors made over two thousand years ago from fired clay: cavalry, archers,
and infantry; lowly foot soldiers and high ranking officers; figures of varying ages, with
different hairstyles and facial expressions and seemingly representing every racial
group in China - more than 6,000 in all." "But who was this powerful Emperor of the Qin
Dynasty who needed such an army to guard him in the afterlife? How were the figures
made? How could they have been manufactured on such a vast scale? Beautifully
illustrated and based on the latest research, this little book provides a perfect
introduction to what has often been described as the eighth Wonder of the
World."--BOOK JACKET.
Receiving an anonymous note containing an unfamiliar web address, former
government operative Cotton Malone logs on to discover Cassiopeia Vitt being tortured
by a mysterious perpetrator who orders Cotton to deliver an unknown object. By the
best-selling author of The Templar Legacy. Reprint.
China’s famous terra-cotta army has at least 8,000 soldiers! More than 2,000 years
ago, this army was created to protect the tomb of the ancient Chinese emperor Qin
Shihuang. Today, the army has immense value to archaeologists and historians around
the world! This high-interest text uses maps, graphs, profiles of recent discoveries, and
other features to introduce readers to the army’s thrilling history.
Recounts the history of the first Chinese emperor and his tomb, describes its army of
life-sized terra cotta soldiers and their equipment, and discusses the excavations
Existing textbooks on international relations treat history in a cursory fashion and
perpetuate a Euro-centric perspective. This textbook pioneers a new approach by
historicizing the material traditionally taught in International Relations courses, and by
explicitly focusing on non-European cases, debates and issues. The volume is divided
into three parts. The first part focuses on the international systems that traditionally
existed in Europe, East Asia, pre-Columbian Central and South America, Africa and
Polynesia. The second part discusses the ways in which these international systems
were brought into contact with each other through the agency of Mongols in Central
Asia, Arabs in the Mediterranean and the Indian Ocean, Indic and Sinic societies in
South East Asia, and the Europeans through their travels and colonial expansion. The
concluding section concerns contemporary issues: the processes of decolonization,
neo-colonialism and globalization – and their consequences on contemporary society.
History of International Relations provides a unique textbook for undergraduate and
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graduate students of international relations, and anybody interested in international
relations theory, history, and contemporary politics.
The Terra Cotta Army is one of the greatest archaeological discoveries ever made.
Over seven thousand life-size figures of warriors and horses were interred in the
mausoleum of the first emperor of China—and each figure was individually carved.
Weaving together history and a first-hand account of his experiences in China, John
Man tells the fascinating story of how and why these astonishing figures were created
in the third century BC, and how they have become a symbol of China's history, culture,
and society.
More than 22 centuries ago, in China's northwestern Shaanxi province, the first Qin
emperor was buried in a magnificent tomb surrounded by an army of some 7,000 terracotta soldiers. This lavish volume offers a detailed look at that astonishing army, and
the life and times of the man whose resting place it guards. Combining photographs
taken expressly for the book with essays by leading experts, this is both a profile of a
legendary figure and an unprecedented view of a spectacular archaeological site.
Describes the archaeological discovery of thousands of life-sized terracotta warrior
statues in northern China in 1974, and discusses the emperor who had them created
and placed near his tomb.
Presents in words and pictures an introduction to the spectacular archaeological find of
the terracotta army of Qin Shi Huang
"This catalog accompanies the exhibition Terracotta Army: Legacy of the First Emperor
of China, organized by the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts"-"Ying Zheng was born to rule the world, claiming descent from gods, crowned king
while still a child. He was the product of a heartless, brutal regime devoted to
domination, groomed from an early age to become the First emperor of China after a
century of scheming by his ancestors. He faked a foreign threat to justify an invasion.
He ruled a nation under 24-hour surveillance. He ordered his interrogators to torture
suspects. He boiled his critics alive. He buried dissenting scholars. He declared war on
death itself."--Back of book.
In 1974, near Xi'an in central China, villagers chanced upon what has become one of
the world's most astonishing archaeological finds--an 8,000-man army in battle-ready
formation, each warrior a life-size figure in pottery made over 2,200 years ago.
The rise of Qin and the military conquest of the warring states -- The First Emperor and
the Qin empire -- Imperial tours and mountain inscriptions -- The First Emperor's tomb:
the afterlife universe -- A two-thousand-year-old underground empire.
Spanning four centuries, from 221 B.C. to A.D. 220, the Qin and Han dynasties were
pivotal to Chinese history, establishing the social and cultural underpinnings of China
as we know it today. Age of Empires: Art of the Qin and Han Dynasties is a revelatory
study of the dawn of China’s imperial age, delving into more than 160 objects that
attest to the artistic and cultural flowering that occurred under Qin and Han rule. Before
this time, China consisted of seven independent states. They were brought together by
Qin Shihuangdi, the self-proclaimed First Emperor of the newly unified realm. Under
him, the earliest foundations of the Great Wall were laid, and the Qin army made
spectacular advances in the arts of war—an achievement best expressed in the
magnificent army of lifesize terracotta warriors and horses that stood before his tomb,
seven of which are reproduced here. The Han built on the successes of the Qin, the
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increasing wealth and refinement of the empire reflected in dazzling bronze and lacquer
vessels, ingeniously engineered lamps, and sparkling ornaments of jade and gold from
elite Han tombs. But of all the achievements of the Qin-Han era, the most significant is,
no doubt, the emergence of a national identity, for it was during this time of
unprecedented change that people across the empire began to see themselves as one,
with China as their common homeland. p.p1 {margin: 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px 0.0px; font:
14.0px Verdana} With its engaging, authoritative essays and evocative illustrations, Age
of Empires provides an invaluable record of a unique epoch in Chinese history, one
whose historic and artistic impact continues to resonate into the modern age.
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