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The Invention Of Russia The Journey From Gorbachevs
Freedom To Putins War
This volume is a short history of Russia. It focuses on the political developments
and personalities of the country. Basic factors considered are shapers of the
Russian Empire and Soviet Union, doctrines, and social groups - peasants,
intellectuals, and ethnic minorities. Attention is paid to foreign-policy landmarks.
This is a clearly written survey and study of history for general readers.
By the 1980s the Soviet scientific establishment had become the largest in the
world, but very little of its history was known in the West. What has been needed
for many years in order to fill that gap in our knowledge is a history of Russian
and Soviet science written for the educated person who would like to read one
book on the subject. This book has been written for that reader. The history of
Russian and Soviet science is a story of remarkable achievements and
frustrating failures. That history is presented here in a comprehensive form, and
explained in terms of its social and political context. Major sections include the
tsarist period, the impact of the Russian Revolution, the relationship between
science and Soviet society, and the strengths and weaknesses of individual
scientific disciplines. The book also discusses the changes brought to science in
Russia and other republics by the collapse of communism in the late 1980s and
early 1990s.
Over the past century alone, Russia has lived through great achievements and
deepest misery; mass heroism and mass crime; over-blown ambition and nearhopeless despair – always emerging with its sovereignty and its fiercely
independent spirit intact. In this book, leading Russia scholar Dmitri Trenin
accompanies readers on Russia’s rollercoaster journey from revolution to postwar devastation, perestroika to Putin’s stabilization of post-Communist Russia.
Explaining the causes and the meaning of the numerous twists and turns in
contemporary Russian history, he offers a vivid insider’s view of a country
through one of its most trying and often tragic periods. Today, he cautions,
Russia stands at a turning point – politically, economically and socially – its
situation strikingly reminiscent of the Russian Empire in its final years. For the
Russian Federation to avoid a similar demise, it must learn the lessons of its own
history.
A Library Journal 2020 Title to Watch Russia’s epic and dramatic history told in
an accessible, lively and short form, from Ivan the Terrible to Vladimir Putin via
Catherine the Great, the Russian Revolution and the fall of the USSR. Russia is
a country with no natural borders, no single ethnic group, no true central identity.
At the crossroads of Europe and Asia, it has been subject to invasion by
outsiders, from Vikings to Mongols, from Napoleon’s French to Hitler’s
Germans. In order to forge an identity, it has mythologized its past to unite its
people and to signal strength to outsiders. In A Short History of Russia, Mark
Galeotti explores the history of this fascinating, glorious, desperate and
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exasperating country through two intertwined issues: the way successive
influences from beyond its borders have shaped Russia, and the way Russians
came to terms with this influence, writing and rewriting their past to understand
their present and try to influence their future. In turn, this self-invented history has
come to affect not just their constant nation-building project but also their
relations with the world.
Accessible to students, tourists and general readers alike, this book provides a
broad overview of Russian history since the ninth century. Paul Bushkovitch
emphasizes the enormous changes in the understanding of Russian history
resulting from the end of the Soviet Union in 1991. Since then, new material has
come to light on the history of the Soviet era, providing new conceptions of
Russia's pre-revolutionary past. The book traces not only the political history of
Russia, but also developments in its literature, art and science. Bushkovitch
describes well-known cultural figures, such as Chekhov, Tolstoy and Mendeleev,
in their institutional and historical contexts. Though the 1917 revolution, the
resulting Soviet system and the Cold War were a crucial part of Russian and
world history, Bushkovitch presents earlier developments as more than just a
prelude to Bolshevik power.
Russia had an extraordinary twentieth century, undergoing upheaval and
transformation. Updating his acclaimed History of Modern Russia, Robert Service
provides a panoramic perspective on a country whose Soviet past encompassed
revolution, civil war, mass terror, and two world wars. He shows how seven
decades of communist rule, which penetrated every aspect of Soviet life,
continue to influence Russia today. This new edition takes the story from 2002
through the entire presidency of Vladimir Putin to the election of his successor,
Dmitri Medvedev.
This concise text provides an introduction to Russian and Soviet history from the
crowning of Mikhail Romanov in 1613 through Putin’s current term. Through a
clear chronological narrative, Boterbloem traces the political, military, economic,
social, religious, and cultural developments that led Russia from an exotic
backwater to superpower stature.
This environmental history of the former Soviet Union explores the impact that
state economic development programs had on the environment.
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE WINNER OF THE CORNELIUS RYAN AWARD FINALIST
FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE YEAR “Fast-paced
and excellently written…much needed, dispassionate and eminently readable.” —New York
Times “Filled with sparkling prose and deep analysis.” –The Wall Street Journal The breakup
of the Soviet Union was a time of optimism around the world, but Russia today is actively
involved in subversive information warfare, manipulating the media to destabilize its enemies.
How did a country that embraced freedom and market reform 25 years ago end up as an
autocratic police state bent once again on confrontation with America? A winner of the Orwell
Prize, The Invention of Russia reaches back to the darkest days of the cold war to tell the story
of Russia's stealthy and largely unchronicled counter revolution. A highly regarded Moscow
correspondent for the Economist, Arkady Ostrovsky comes to this story both as a participant
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and a foreign correspondent. His knowledge of many of the key players allows him to explain
the phenomenon of Valdimir Putin - his rise and astonishing longevity, his use of hybrid
warfare and the alarming crescendo of his military interventions. One of Putin's first acts was to
reverse Gorbachev's decision to end media censorship and Ostrovsky argues that the Russian
media has done more to shape the fate of the country than its politicians. Putin pioneered a
new form of demagogic populism --oblivious to facts and aggressively nationalistic - that has
now been embraced by Donald Trump.
"History of Russia in 100 Minutes" is a crash course for beginners. Here you will find the
complete history summarized and retold in simple language with accurate dates, the most
relevant names and essential concepts. After finishing the course, you will know: - The basic
characteristics of Russian history in different epochs - The 54 most important rulers and 106
historical persons in Russian history - 126 key dates and events in Russian history - The basic
terms and concepts of Russian history The text is accompanied by numerous online resources:
- 20,000 pictures - 700 videos - 3,500 songs - 100 podcast episodes All that is available via the
smarthistories.com website.
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE 2016 REVISED AND UPDATED EDITION How did a
country that embraced freedom over twenty-five years ago end up as an autocratic police state
bent once again on confrontation with the West? In this Orwell Prize-winning book, Arkady
Ostrovsky reaches back to the darkest days of the Cold War to tell the story of Russia's
stealthy and largely unchronicled post-Soviet transformation. Ostrovsky's knowledge of many
of the key players allows him to explain the rise of Vladimir Putin and to reveal how he
pioneered a new form of demagogic populism. In a new preface he examines Putin's influence
on the US election and explores how his methods - weaponizing the media and serving up
fake news - came to enter Western politics.
A major new history of twentieth-century Russia by leading scholars in the field.
The Routledge Handbook of EU-Russia Relations offers a comprehensive overview of the
changing dynamics in relations between the EU and Russia provided by leading experts in the
field. Coherently organised into seven parts, the book provides a structure through which EURussia relations can be studied in a comprehensive yet manageable fashion. It provides
readers with the tools to deliver critical analysis of this sometimes volatile and polarising
relationship, so new events and facts can be conceptualised in an objective and critical
manner. Informed by high-quality academic research and key bilateral data/statistics, it further
brings scope, balance and depth, with chapters contributed by a range of experts from the EU,
Russia and beyond. Chapters deal with a wide range of policy areas and issues that are highly
topical and fundamental to understanding the continuing development of EU-Russia relations,
such as political and security relations, economic relations, social relations and regional and
global governance. The Routledge Handbook of EU-Russia Relations aims to promote
dialogue between the different research agendas in EU-Russia relations, as well as between
Russian and Western scholars and, hopefully, also between civil societies. As such, it will be
an essential reference for scholars, students, researchers, policymakers and journalists
interested and working in the fields of Russian politics/studies, EU studies/politics, European
politics/studies, post-Communist/post-Soviet politics and international relations. The Routledge
Handbook of EU-Russia Relations is part of a mini-series Europe in the World Handbooks
examining EU-regional relations established by Professor Wei Shen.
The authors of The Red Web examine the shifting role of Russian expatriates throughout
history, and their complicated, unbreakable relationship with the mother country--be it
antagonistic or far too chummy. The history of Russian espionage is soaked in blood, from a
spontaneous pistol shot that killed a secret policeman in Romania in 1924 to the attempt to
poison an exiled KGB colonel in Salisbury, England, in 2017. Russian émigrés have found
themselves continually at the center of the mayhem. Russians began leaving the country in big
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numbers in the late nineteenth century, fleeing pogroms, tsarist secret police persecution, and
the Revolution, then Stalin and the KGB--and creating the third-largest diaspora in the world.
The exodus created a rare opportunity for the Kremlin. Moscow's masters and spymasters
fostered networks of spies, many of whom were emigrants driven from Russia. By the 1930s
and 1940s, dozens of spies were in New York City gathering information for Moscow. But the
story did not end with the collapse of the Soviet Union. Some émigrés have turned into assets
of the resurgent Russian nationalist state, while others have taken up the dissident challenge
once more--at their personal peril. From Trotsky to Litvinenko, The Compatriots is the gripping
history of Russian score-settling around the world.
A personal journey through some of the darkest moments of the cold war and the early days of
television news Marvin Kalb, the award-winning journalist who has written extensively about
the world he reported on during his long career, now turns his eye on the young man who
became that journalist. Chosen by legendary broadcaster Edward R. Murrow to become one of
what came to be known as the Murrow Boys, Kalb in this newest volume of his memoirs takes
readers back to his first days as a journalist, and what also were the first days of broadcast
news. Kalb captures the excitement of being present at the creation of a whole new way of
bringing news immediately to the public. And what news. Cold War tensions were high
between Eisenhower’s America and Khrushchev’s Soviet Union. Kalb is at the center,
occupying a unique spot as a student of Russia tasked with explaining Moscow to Washington
and the American public. He joins a cast of legendary figures along the way, from Murrow
himself to Eric Severeid, Howard K. Smith, Richard Hottelet, Charles Kuralt, and Daniel Schorr
among many others. He finds himself assigned as Moscow correspondent of CBS News just
as the U2 incident—the downing of a US spy plane over Russian territory—is unfolding. As
readers of his first volume, The Year I Was Peter the Great, will recall, being the right person,
in the right place, at the right time found Kalb face to face with Khrushchev. Assignment Russia
sees Kalb once again an eyewitness to history—and a writer and analyst who has helped shape
the first draft of that history.
WINNER OF THE 2017 NATIONAL BOOK AWARD IN NONFICTION FINALIST FOR THE
NATIONAL BOOK CRITICS CIRCLE AWARDS WINNER OF THE NEW YORK PUBLIC
LIBRARY'S HELEN BERNSTEIN BOOK AWARD NAMED A BEST BOOK OF 2017 BY THE
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW, LOS ANGELES TIMES, WASHINGTON POST,
BOSTON GLOBE, SEATTLE TIMES, CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, NEWSWEEK,
PASTE, and POP SUGAR The essential journalist and bestselling biographer of Vladimir Putin
reveals how, in the space of a generation, Russia surrendered to a more virulent and invincible
new strain of autocracy. Award-winning journalist Masha Gessen's understanding of the events
and forces that have wracked Russia in recent times is unparalleled. In The Future Is History,
Gessen follows the lives of four people born at what promised to be the dawn of democracy.
Each of them came of age with unprecedented expectations, some as the children and
grandchildren of the very architects of the new Russia, each with newfound aspirations of their
own--as entrepreneurs, activists, thinkers, and writers, sexual and social beings. Gessen
charts their paths against the machinations of the regime that would crush them all, and
against the war it waged on understanding itself, which ensured the unobstructed reemergence
of the old Soviet order in the form of today's terrifying and seemingly unstoppable mafia state.
Powerful and urgent, The Future Is History is a cautionary tale for our time and for all time.

A new and updated edition of this definitive history of Russia. A team of distinguished
histrorians cuts through the myths and mystery that have surrounded Russia from its
earliest days, from tenth-century Kiev and Muscovy, through empire and revolution, to
the fall of Communism and the Putin era.
The New York Times bestselling author of Bringing Down the House and The
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Accidental Billionaires tells his most incredible story yet: A true drama of obscene
wealth, crime, rivalry, and betrayal from deep inside the world of billionaire Russian
oligarchs that Booklist called “one more example of just how talented a storyteller
[Mezrich] is.” Meet two larger-than-life Russians: former mathematician Boris
Berezovsky, who moved into more lucrative ventures as well as politics, becoming
known as the Godfather of the Kremlin; and Roman Abramovich, a dashing young
entrepreneur who built one of Russia’s largest oil companies from the ground up. After
a chance meeting on a yacht in the Caribbean, the men became locked in a complex
partnership, surfing the waves of privatization after the fall of the Soviet regime and
amassing mega fortunes while also taking the reins of power in Russia. With
Berezovsky serving as the younger entrepreneur’s krysha—literally, his roof, his
protector—they battled their way through the “Wild East” of Russia until their
relationship soured when Berezovsky attacked President Vladimir Putin in the media.
Dead bodies trailed Berezovsky as he escaped to London, where an associate died
painfully of Polonium poisoning, creating an international furor. As Abramovich
prospered, Berezovsky was found dead in a luxurious London town house, declared a
suicide. With unprecedented, exclusive first-person sourcing, Mezrich takes us inside a
world of unimaginable wealth, power, and corruption to uncover this exciting story, a
true-life thriller epic for our time—“Wolf Hall on the Moskva” (Bookpage).
Through the centuries, Russia has swung sharply between successful expansionism,
catastrophic collapse, and spectacular recovery. This illuminating history traces these
dramatic cycles of boom and bust from the late Neolithic age to Ivan the Terrible, and
from the height of Communism to the truncated Russia of today. Philip Longworth
explores the dynamics of Russia's past through time and space, from the nameless
adventurers who first penetrated this vast, inhospitable terrain to a cast of dynamic
characters that includes Ivan the Terrible, Catherine the Great, and Stalin. His narrative
takes in the magnificent, historic cities of Kiev, Moscow, and St. Petersburg; it stretches
to Alaska in the east, to the Black Sea and the Ottoman Empire to the south, to the
Baltic in the west and to Archangel and the Artic Ocean to the north. Who are the
Russians and what is the source of their imperialistic culture? Why was Russia so
driven to colonize and conquer? From Kievan Rus'---the first-ever Russian state, which
collapsed with the invasion of the Mongols in the thirteenth century---to ruthless
Muscovy, the Russian Empire of the eighteenth century and finally the Soviet period,
this groundbreaking study analyses the growth and dissolution of each vast empire as it
gives way to the next. Refreshing in its insight and drawing on a vast range of
scholarship, this book also explicitly addresses the question of what the future holds for
Russia and her neighbors, and asks whether her sphere of influence is growing.
Terrorism's roots in Western Europe and the USA This book examines key cases of
terrorist violence to show that the invention of terrorism was linked to the birth of
modernity in Europe, Russia and the United States, rather than to Tsarist despotism in
19th century Russia or to Islam sects in Medieval Persia. Combining a highly readable
historical narrative with analysis of larger issues in social and political history, the
author argues that the dissemination of news about terrorist violence was at the core of
a strategy that aimed for political impact on rulers as well as the general public. Dietze's
lucid account also reveals how the spread of knowledge about terrorist acts was, from
the outset, a transatlantic process. Two incidents form the book's centerpiece. The first
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is the failed attempt to assassinate French Emperor Napoléon III by Felice Orsini in
1858, in an act intended to achieve Italian unity and democracy. The second case study
offers a new reading of John Brown's raid on the arsenal at Harpers Ferry in 1859, as a
decisive moment in the abolitionist struggle and occurrences leading to the American
Civil War. Three further examples from Germany, Russia, and the US are scrutinized to
trace the development of the tactic by first imitators. With their acts of violence, the
"invention" of terrorism was completed. Terrorism has existed as a tactic since then and
has essentially only been adapted through the use of new technologies and methods.
"Over the course of the nineteenth century Siberia developed a fearsome reputation as
a place of exile, often imagined as a vast penal colony and seen as a symbol of the
iniquities of autocratic and totalitarian Tsarist rule. This book examines how Siberia's
reputation came about and discusses the effects of this reputation in turning opinion,
especially in Western countries, against the Tsarist regime and in giving rise to
considerable sympathy for Russian radicals and revolutionaries. It considers the
writings and propaganda of a large number of different émigré groups, explores
American and British journalists' investigations and exposé press articles and charts the
rise of the idea of Russian political prisoners as revolutionary and reformist heroes.
Overall, the book demonstrates how important representations of Siberian exile were in
shaping Western responses to the Russian Revolution"-The Invention of RussiaThe Rise of Putin and the Age of Fake NewsPenguin
The Electrification of Russia, 1880–1926 is the first full account of the widespread
adoption of electricity in Russia, from the beginning in the 1880s to its early years as a
state technology under Soviet rule. Jonathan Coopersmith has mined the archives for
both the tsarist and the Soviet periods to examine a crucial element in the
modernization of Russia. Coopersmith shows how the Communist Party forged an
alliance with engineers to harness the socially transformative power of this sciencebased enterprise. A centralized plan of electrification triumphed, to the benefit of the
Communist Party and the detriment of local governments and the electrical engineers.
Coopersmith’s narrative of how this came to be elucidates the deep-seated and
chronic conflict between the utopianism of Soviet ideology and the reality of Soviet
politics and economics.
A definitive new history of Russia from early Rus' to the collapse of the Soviet Union
A rich and fascinating exploration of the Volga--the first to fully reveal its vital place in
Russian history The longest river in Europe, the Volga stretches over three and a half
thousand km from the heart of Russia to the Caspian Sea, separating west from east.
The river has played a crucial role in the history of the peoples who are now a part of
the Russian Federation--and has united and divided the land through which it flows.
Janet Hartley explores the history of Russia through the Volga from the seventh century
to the present day. She looks at it as an artery for trade and as a testing ground for the
Russian Empire's control of the borderlands, at how it featured in Russian literature and
art, and how it was crucial for the outcome of the Second World War at Stalingrad. This
vibrant account unearths what life on the river was really like, telling the story of its
diverse people and its vital place in Russian history.
Writing Russia offers the first systematic analysis of Anglophone national histories of
Russia. By deconstructing preeminent historical works on the history of Russia, this
book provides insight into the hidden ideological underpinnings of the texts and their
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representations of Russia in the West. It demonstrates that historians employ a range
of literary techniques to smooth over contradictions in their narratives of Russia,
generating a seemingly cohesive depiction of Russia as a liminal, Other nation. This is
a process that this book theorises as "discordus", representing an original conceptual
framework for examining national history texts. It identifies patterns in the language and
emplotment of Anglophone Russian histories across several defining historical epochs
from the Mongol conquests to the Putin presidency, revealing the extent to which
historians wield the narrative power to "make or break" nations. Postmodern in
approach, the work pushes the boundaries of historiography and calls into question the
nature of history.
This concise yet comprehensive textbook examines political, social, and cultural
developments in the Soviet Union and the post-Soviet period. It begins by identifying
the social tensions and political inconsistencies that spurred radical change in Russia's
government, from the turn of the century to the revolution of 1917. Peter Kenez
presents this revolution as a crisis of authority that the creation of the Soviet Union
resolved. The text traces the progress of the Soviet Union through the 1920s, the years
of the New Economic Policies, and into the Stalinist order. It illustrates how post-Stalin
Soviet leaders struggled to find ways to rule the country without using Stalin's methods
- but also without openly repudiating the past - and to negotiate a peaceful but
antipathetic coexistence with the capitalist West. This updated third edition includes
substantial new material, discussing the challenges Russia currently faces in the era of
Putin.
Outsiders view Russia as an aggressor, but Russians see themselves as surrounded
by enemies, defensively fighting off invader after invader, or called upon by history to
be the savior of Europe, or Christianity, or civilization itself, often at immense cost. As
Gregory Carleton shows, war is the unifying thread of Russia’s national epic.
Chronicles the history of the Russian Empire from the Mongol Invasion, through the
Bolshevik Revolution, to the aftereffects of the Cold War.
WINNER OF THE ORWELL PRIZE WINNER OF THE CORNELIUS RYAN AWARD
FINALIST FOR THE LIONEL GELBER PRIZE FINANCIAL TIMES BOOK OF THE
YEAR “Fast-paced and excellently written…much needed, dispassionate and eminently
readable.” —New York Times “Filled with sparkling prose and deep analysis.” –The
Wall Street Journal The breakup of the Soviet Union was a time of optimism around the
world, but Russia today is actively involved in subversive information warfare,
manipulating the media to destabilize its enemies. How did a country that embraced
freedom and market reform 25 years ago end up as an autocratic police state bent
once again on confrontation with America? A winner of the Orwell Prize, The Invention
of Russia reaches back to the darkest days of the cold war to tell the story of Russia's
stealthy and largely unchronicled counter revolution. A highly regarded Moscow
correspondent for the Economist, Arkady Ostrovsky comes to this story both as a
participant and a foreign correspondent. His knowledge of many of the key players
allows him to explain the phenomenon of Valdimir Putin - his rise and astonishing
longevity, his use of hybrid warfare and the alarming crescendo of his military
interventions. One of Putin's first acts was to reverse Gorbachev's decision to end
media censorship and Ostrovsky argues that the Russian media has done more to
shape the fate of the country than its politicians. Putin pioneered a new form of
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demagogic populism --oblivious to facts and aggressively nationalistic - that has now
been embraced by Donald Trump. In his new paperback preface, Ostrovsky will explore
how Putin influenced the US election, the Trump Putin access, and will consider how
Putin's methods - weaponizing the media and serving up fake news - came to enter
American politics.
Discusses the political and economic aspects of each period as well as the social and
cultural milieu, and includes a timeline, brief biographical notes on key players, and a
bibliographic essay.
This book tells the untold story of how ordinary Russian people experienced and coped
with Russia’s transformations after the end of communism. Unlike most studies of the
subject which focus on high politics, developments in the elite and events at the centre,
this book, which includes findings from interviews, memoirs, public opinion surveys and
press articles and documents from the regions, portrays a multi-ethnic, multiconfessional society with different groups affected by the deep and varied changes in
diverse and different ways. The book covers economic developments, social changes,
how official policies played out at the grass-roots level, the psychological impact of the
changes and the impact on public opinion, and how different regions were affected
differently. Overall, the book reveals the hidden dynamics of Russian society, including
its formal and informal mechanisms and rules for relating to the state and other citizens,
and shows how millions of Russians coped, despite all the odds, and maintained the
integrity and stability of the country.
History on a grand scale--an enchanting masterpiece that explores the making of one of
the world's most vibrant civilizations A People's Tragedy, wrote Eric Hobsbawm, did
"more to help us understand the Russian Revolution than any other book I know." Now,
in Natasha's Dance, internationally renowned historian Orlando Figes does the same
for Russian culture, summoning the myriad elements that formed a nation and held it
together. Beginning in the eighteenth century with the building of St. Petersburg--a
"window on the West"--and culminating with the challenges posed to Russian identity
by the Soviet regime, Figes examines how writers, artists, and musicians grappled with
the idea of Russia itself--its character, spiritual essence, and destiny. He skillfully
interweaves the great works--by Dostoevsky, Stravinsky, and Chagall--with folk
embroidery, peasant songs, religious icons, and all the customs of daily life, from food
and drink to bathing habits to beliefs about the spirit world. Figes's characters range
high and low: the revered Tolstoy, who left his deathbed to search for the Kingdom of
God, as well as the serf girl Praskovya, who became Russian opera's first superstar
and shocked society by becoming her owner's wife. Like the European-schooled
countess Natasha performing an impromptu folk dance in Tolstoy's War and Peace, the
spirit of "Russianness" is revealed by Figes as rich and uplifting, complex and
contradictory--a powerful force that unified a vast country and proved more lasting than
any Russian ruler or state.
With important new revelations into the Russian hacking of the 2016 Presidential
campaigns "[Andrei Soldatov is] the single most prominent critic of Russia's
surveillance apparatus." -Edward Snowden After the Moscow protests in 2011-2012,
Vladimir Putin became terrified of the internet as a dangerous means for political
mobilization and uncensored public debate. Only four years later, the Kremlin used that
same platform to disrupt the 2016 presidential election in the United States. How did
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this transformation happen? The Red Web is a groundbreaking history of the Kremlin's
massive online-surveillance state that exposes just how easily the internet can become
the means for repression, control, and geopolitical warfare. In this bold, updated edition,
Andrei Soldatov and Irina Borogan offer a perspective from Moscow with new and
previously unreported details of the 2016 hacking operation, telling the story of how
Russia came to embrace the disruptive potential of the web and interfere with
democracy around the world.
In The Long Hangover, Shaun Walker provides a deeply reported, bottom-up
explanation of Russia's resurgence under Putin. By cleverly exploiting the memory of
the Soviet victory over fascism in World War II, Putin's regime has made ordinary
Russians feel that their country is great again. Shaun Walker provides new insight into
contemporary Russia and its search for a new identity, telling the story through the
country's troubled relationship with its Soviet past. Walker not only explains Vladimir
Putin's goals and the government's official manipulations of history, but also focuses on
ordinary Russians and their motivations. He charts how Putin raised victory in World
War II to the status of a national founding myth in the search for a unifying force to heal
a divided country, and shows how dangerous the ramifications of this have been. The
book explores why Russia, unlike Germany, has failed to come to terms with the
darkest pages of its past: Stalin's purges, the Gulag, and the war deportations. The
narrative roams from the corridors of the Kremlin to the wilds of the Gulags and the
trenches of East Ukraine. It puts the annexation of Crimea and the newly assertive
Russia in the context of the delayed fallout of the Soviet collapse. The Long Hangover
is a book about a lost generation: the millions of Russians who lost their country and
the subsequent attempts to restore to them a sense of purpose. Packed with analysis
but told mainly through vibrant reportage, it is a thoughtful exploration of the legacy of
the Soviet collapse and how it has affected life in Russia and Putin's policies.
In this saga of brilliant triumphs and magnificent failures, David E. Hoffman, the former
Moscow bureau chief for the Washington Post, sheds light on the hidden lives of
Russia's most feared power brokers: the oligarchs. Focusing on six of these ruthless
men— Alexander Smolensky, Yuri Luzhkov, Anatoly Chubais, Mikhail Khodorkovsky,
Boris Berezovsky, and Vladimir Gusinsky—Hoffman shows how a rapacious, unruly
capitalism was born out of the ashes of Soviet communism.
A comprehensive overview of twentieth-century Russian history that treats the years
from 1917 to 2000 as a single period and analyses the peculiar mixture of political,
economic and social ingredients that made up the Soviet compound. It takes the reader
from the age of communist rule to the changes that occurred in 1991 and the more
uncertain world of Yeltsin and Putin.
This new captivating history book serves as an overview of Russian history over the
span of more than a millennium, from the foundation of the Russian state by the Viking
prince Rurik in 862 AD until the collapse of the Soviet Union at the end of 1991.
This study explores the evolution of Lomonosov's imposing stature in Russian thought
from the middle of the eighteenth century to the closing years of the Soviet period. It
reveals much about the intersection in Russian culture of attitudes towards the meaning
and significance of science, as well as about the rise of a Russian national identity, of
which Lomonosov became an outstanding symbol. Idealized depictions of Lomonosov
were employed by Russian scientists, historians, and poets, among others, in efforts to
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affirm to their countrymen and to the state the pragmatic advantages of science to a
modernizing nation. In setting forth this assumption, Usitalo notes that no sharply drawn
division can be upheld between the utilization of the myth of Lomonosov during the
Soviet period of Russian history and that which characterized earlier views. The main
elements that formed the mythology were laid down in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries; Soviet scholars simply added more exaggerated layers to existing
representations.
This book covers the entire span of the country's history, from ancient times to the postcommunist present. It examines all aspects of Russia's history--political, international,
military, economic, social, and cultural. It also explore Russia's complex experience
after communism and discuss its chances of becoming a more stable and prosperous
country in the future.
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