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The Secret Life Of Houdini The Making Of Americas First Superhero
The author presents his provocative and controversial views on life, love, politics, celebrities, sexual obsessions, and
other topics
Who was this man who could walk through brick walls and, with a snap of his fingers, vanish elephants? In these pages
you will meet the astonishing Houdini—magician, ghost chaser, daredevil, pioneer aviator, and king of escape artists. No
jail cell or straitjacket could hold him! He shucked off handcuffs as easily as gloves. In this fresh, witty biography of the
most famous bamboozler since Merlin, Sid Fleischman, a former professional magician, enriches his warm homage with
insider information and unmaskings. Did Houdini really pick the jailhouse lock to let a fellow circus performer escape?
Were his secrets really buried with him? Was he a bum magician, as some rivals claimed? How did he manage to be
born in two cities, in two countries, on two continents at the same instant? Here are the stories of how a knockabout kid
named Ehrich Weiss, the son of an impoverished rabbi, presto-changoed himself into the legendary Harry Houdini. Here,
too, are rare photographs never before seen by the general reader!
An intriguing, intimate study of the world's most famous magician and escape artist examines Houdini's obsession with
death, his death-defying illusions, his relationship with his wife, his secretive personal life, and his death. Reprint. 15,000
first printing
The #1 bestselling series that started with Stalking Jack the Ripper and Hunting Prince Dracula continues its streak in
this third bloody installment . . . Audrey Rose and Thomas Cresswell find themselves aboard a luxurious ocean liner that
becomes a floating prison of horror when passengers are murdered one by one, with nowhere to run from the killer.
Embarking on a week-long voyage across the Atlantic on the opulent RMS Etruria , Audrey Rose Wadsworth and her
partner-in-crime-investigation, Thomas Cresswell, are delighted to discover a traveling troupe of circus performers,
fortune tellers, and a certain charismatic young escape artist entertaining the first-class passengers nightly. But privileged
young women begin to go missing without explanation, and a series of brutal slayings shocks the entire ship. The strange
and disturbing influence of the Moonlight Carnival pervades the decks as the murders grow more and more bizarre. It's
up to Audrey Rose and Thomas to piece together the gruesome investigation before more passengers die before
reaching their destination. But with clues to the next victim pointing to someone she loves, can Audrey Rose unravel the
mystery before the killer's horrifying finale?
The exciting second volume of the After Houdini saga explores the origins of the elusive master of magic, the man who
would become…Houdini. London, 1888. A shadowy killer stalks the streets of London, his appetite for blood unleashed
upon the city’s lower classes. To defeat him, MI6 turns to its most top-secret team: four teenage agents with
extraordinary gifts—including a young American immigrant with a talent for illusion . . . After Houdini, Vol. 1 began the
story of Josef Houdini, son of the famous Harry Houdini—brillian illusionist, acclaimed escape artist, and top-secret covert
operative. Now we turn back the clock and meet Ehrich Weiss, a young man whose skill at picking locks is about to land
him the adventure of his dreams, and pull him into a war that will affect his life—and his son’s—for years to come. This is
the story of Ehrich’s strange beginnings, from before he was a world-famous magician. Before he was a master of
espionage. Before he was...Houdini.
In the early 20th century, in the English-speaking world, Arthur Conan Doyle and Harry Houdini were two of the most
feted and famous men alive. And their relationship is extraordinary: As strange as it may seem Arthur Conan Doyle, the
creator of the ultra-rational detective Sherlock Holmes, was a believer in Spiritualism. He came to his belief, that one
could communicate with the dead, after his son was killed in World War I, and became an expert in the field. Harry
Houdini, the world's foremost magician, was a friend of Conan Doyle's, but was sceptical of his belief in the supernatural.
Houdini took every opportunity to use his knowledge of illusion to expose psychics who he thought were fakes,
particularly incensed by their exploitation of grief and insecurity. Based on original research, this sensational dual
biography of two popular geniuses conjures up the early 20th century and the fame, personality and competing beliefs.
Using exclusive access to newly uncovered archives, Kalush and Sloman reveal the clandestine agreements in which the
British and Americans recruited Houdini to be an active secret agent. In exchange for his cooperation, the governments
of these two countries facilitated his rise to the top of the world stage. The authors give thrilling accounts of his
assignments, such as his participation in early aerial surveillance and his use of his own magic magazine to
communicate espionage-related information. After the war, Houdini embarked upon what became his most dangerous
mission when he took on the Spiritualist movement. Convinced that Spiritualist mediums were frauds, he became
obsessed with exposing them. But the Spiritualists were a powerful adversary. An organized network of fanatics, led by
Sherlock Holmes creator Arthur Conan Doyle, worked relentlessly to orchestrate a campaign that would silence Houdini
forever. Grounded in solid research, but as exciting and dramatic as a good thriller, THE SECRET LIFE OF HOUDINI
traces the magician's long and circuitous route from struggling vaudevillian to worldwide legend.
San Francisco, 1915. As America teeters on the brink of world war, Charmian and her husband, famed novelist Jack
London, wrestle with genius and desire, politics and marital competitiveness. Charmian longs to be viewed as an equal
partner who put her own career on hold to support her husband, but Jack doesn't see it that way...until Charmian is
pulled from the audience during a magic show by escape artist Harry Houdini, a man enmeshed in his own complicated
marriage. Suddenly, charmed by the attention Houdini pays her and entranced by his sexual magnetism, Charmian's
eyes open to a world of possibilities that could be her escape. As Charmian grapples with her urge to explore the
forbidden, Jack's increasingly reckless behavior threatens her dedication. Now torn between two of history's most
mysterious and charismatic figures, she must find the courage to forge her own path, even as she fears the loss of
everything she holds dear.
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A chance encounter with Harry Houdini leaves a small boy in possession of a mysterious box--one that might hold the secrets to the greatest
magic tricks ever performed.
Every kid has heard of Harry Houdini, the famous magician who could escape from handcuffs, jail cells, and locked trunks. But do they know
that the ever-ambitious and adventurous Houdini was also a famous movie star and the first pilot to fly a plane in Australia? This well-told
biography is full of the details of Houdini's life that kids will really want to know about and illustrated throughout with beautiful black-and-white
line drawings. Illustrated by John O'Brien.
An 8x8 based on an episode from the PBS KIDS animated television series Xavier Riddle and the Secret Museum starring Harry Houdini.
Based on the children's book series Ordinary People Change the World by New York Times bestselling author Brad Meltzer and illustrator
Christopher Eliopoulos, the series will introduce kids to inspiring historical figures and the character virtues that helped them succeed. Brad is
too scared to spend a full night in the museum's nature exhibit so the Secret Museum sends him and his friends to meet Harry Houdini! This
episode-based 8x8 will focus on the traits that made our heroes great--the traits that kids can aspire to in order to live heroically themselves.
From the prizewinning Jewish Lives series, an exuberant biography of the world’s greatest escape artist In 1916, the war in Europe having
prevented a tour abroad, Harry Houdini wrote a film treatment for a rollicking motion picture. Though the movie was never made, its title, “The
Marvelous Adventures of Houdini: The Justly Celebrated Elusive American,” provides a succinct summary of the Master Mystifier’s life. Born
Erik Weisz in Budapest in 1874, Houdini grew up an impoverished Jewish immigrant in the Midwest and became world-famous thanks to
talent, industry, and ferocious determination. He concealed as a matter of temperament and professional ethics the secrets of his sensational
success. Nobody knows how Houdini performed some of his dazzling, death-defying tricks, and nobody knows, finally, why he felt compelled
to punish and imprison himself over and over again. Must a self-liberator also be a self-torturer? Tracking the restless Houdini’s wide-ranging
exploits, acclaimed biographer Adam Begley asks the essential question: What kind of man was this? About Jewish Lives: Jewish Lives is a
prizewinning series of interpretative biography designed to explore the many facets of Jewish identity. Individual volumes illuminate the
imprint of Jewish figures upon literature, religion, philosophy, politics, cultural and economic life, and the arts and sciences. Subjects are
paired with authors to elicit lively, deeply informed books that explore the range and depth of the Jewish experience from antiquity to the
present. In 2014, the Jewish Book Council named Jewish Lives the winner of its Jewish Book of the Year Award, the first series ever to
receive this award. More praise for Jewish Lives: “Excellent.” – New York times “Exemplary.” – Wall St. Journal “Distinguished.” – New
Yorker “Superb.” – The Guardian
Offers a portrait of the legendary escape artist in graphic novel format, and reveals the secret behind his most amazing trick.
“Richly lyrical and thought-provoking” (Publishers Weekly, starred review), this “stellar debut from a novelist to watch” (Geraldine Brooks,
Pulitzer Prize winning author) explores the passionate marriage of Harry Houdini and his wife, Bess—a love story that defied death itself.
Before escape artist Harry Houdini died, he vowed he would find a way to speak to his beloved wife, Bess, from beyond the grave using a
coded message known only to the two of them. But when a widowed Bess begins seeing this code in seemingly impossible places, it
becomes clear that Harry has an urgent message to convey. Unlocking the puzzle will set Bess on a course back through the pair’s
extraordinary romance, which swept the illusionist and his bride from the beaches of Coney Island, to the palaces of Budapest, to the back
lots of Hollywood. When the mystery finally leads Bess to the doorstep of a mysterious young photographer, she realizes that her husband’s
magic may have been more than just illusion. In surprising turns that weave through the uncertain days of the dawn of the twentieth century
and continue into the dazzling 1920s, Mrs. Houdini is a “dazzling and enchanting” (Shelf Awareness, starred review) tale, “a marvel that
gallops through time and space” (Associated Press), and a “mesmerizing reimagining” (People) of one of history’s greatest love stories.
Harry Houdini escaped from prison cells, swallowed needles, and made elephants disappear. How did he do such amazing tricks? Some
people believed he was actually a wizard with secret powers. But Houdini knew his only “secret powers” were hard work and imagination.
This is the story of the poor boy who grew up to be the most famous magician in the world. He was fearless and determined to amaze his
audiences, and there seemed to be no limit to the risks that The Great Houdini would take.
"THE MAGICIAN: John Mulholland s Secret Life" is drawn from never-before-seen documents and many unpublished photographs. It will
appeal to readers of theatre, magic and war history. It comes with a foreword by the legendary Dr. John N. Booth, who writes: ""Ben
Robinson has thoughtfully and beautifully synthesized the pile of personal notes and documents which is the legacy passed from John
Mulholland to Milbourne Christopher, to Maurine Christopher and finally to author Robinson. No better foundation exists for learning what
made John Mulholland into magic s most influential voice in the 20th century. This book tells that story."" John Mulholland (1898-1970) edited
the magician s magazine "The Sphinx" for 23 years, ending the publication to be consultant to the newly born CIA in 1953. His assignments
included working with billionaires and inventors, cracking codes and delving into the clandestine world of ESP research, LSD use and the
secret MK-ULTRA world headed by the notorious Dr. Sidney Gottlieb. During this period, CIA Dr. Frank Olson died the day after
Thanksgiving, 1953. This book examines Mulholland s role during this dramatic period in the CIA s history and goes against the current trend
of accusing Mulholland as having a role in Olson s fatal fall from a hotel window. John Mulholland was The World s Master Magician. He
performed in forty-two countries, authored ten books and performed at the Roosevelt White house eight times. His 90-minute stage show was
carried in two suitcases and included impersonations of authentic Hindu and Chinese mysteries. Theatre critics spoke about him as they did a
great actor. John Mulholland was an intellectual patriot who provided an essential component of counter espionage during the Cold War s
Red Scare. "THE MAGICIAN: John Mulholland s Secret Life" is the first biography of the man Dr. John N. Booth defines in his Foreword as
the most influential voice of the art of magic in the 20th century.
Chronicles the life and career of the legendary Harry Houdini
Originally published 1930's. A well illustrated compendium of the famous Harry Houdini's magic tricks and illusions. All
explained in detail.Many of the earliest magic books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now
extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are republishing many of these classic works in affordable, high
quality, modern editions, using the original text and artwork.
Written by the master magician himself, this fascinating work reveals the secrets behind how Houdini escaped numerous
death-defying stunts and exposed a variety of fake spiritualists. He also gives instructions for 44 eye-catching stage
tricks, as well as other fascinating material. 155 illustrations.
As Sam and Uncle Ezra watch, the Great Houdini escapes from a trunk at the bottom of the river. Includes factual
information about Houdini and his career as a magician and escape artist.
HARRY HOUDINI: A Harry Houdini Biography Even today, almost a hundred years after his death, Harry Houdini is
known all the world over as a great magician and escapologist. However there was much more to the man. He was also
a master publicist, an innovator and inventor. Born into a Jewish family in late 19th century Hungary Harry Houdini, or
Ehrich Weisz to use his birth name, emigrated as a young child, with his family, to the United States of America. There
they hoped to find a better life. However, like many immigrant families the Weisz family found only poverty and hardship.
However through hard work and determination Harry Houdini was able to carve out a better place for himself and his
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family. With the help of his dear wife Bess Houdini became arguably the worlds most famous magician.
This biography of famed magician and illusionist Harry Houdini explores how he carried out his amazing feats and
exposes the secrets behind many of Houdini's tricks. The author cites Houdini's brilliance, physical dexterity, and wild
imagination as factors that made him a true master of illusion. Photos.
Nola Brown, the U.S. Army's artist-in-residence--a painter and trained soldier--sees something nobody was supposed to
see and earns a dangerous enemy in this novel as powerful as "a launched torpedo slashing through 400 pages of deep
water before reaching impact...one of the best thrill rides ever" (David Baldacci). Who is Nola Brown? Nola is a mystery
Nola is trouble. And Nola is supposed to be dead. Her body was found on a plane that mysteriously fell from the sky as it
left a secret military base in the Alaskan wilderness. Her commanding officer verifies she's dead. The US government
confirms it. But Jim "Zig" Zigarowski has just found out the truth: Nola is still alive. And on the run. Zig works at Dover Air
Force Base, helping put to rest the bodies of those who die on top-secret missions. Nola was a childhood friend of Zig's
daughter and someone who once saved his daughter's life. So when Zig realizes Nola is still alive, he's determined to
find her. Yet as Zig digs into Nola's past, he learns that trouble follows Nola everywhere she goes. Together, Nola and
Zig will either reveal a sleight of hand being played at the highest levels of power or die trying to uncover the US Army's
most mysterious secret--a centuries-old conspiracy that traces back through history to the greatest escape artist of all:
Harry Houdini. "Meltzer is a master and this is his best. Not since The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo have you seen a
character like this. Get ready to meet Nola. If you've never tried Meltzer, this is the one." -- Harlan Coben
Harry has always admired the famous escape artist Houdini. And when Houdini asks for help in coming back to life, it
seems like an amazing chance...or could it be Houdini's greatest trick of all? Eleven-year-old Harry Mancini is NOT Harry
Houdini--the famous escape artist who died in 1926. But Harry DOES live in Houdini's old New York City home, and he
definitely knows everything there is to know about Houdini's life. What is he supposed to do, then, when someone starts
texting him claiming that they're Houdini, communicating from beyond the grave? Respond, of course. It's hard for Harry
to believe that Houdini is really contacting him, but this Houdini texts the secrets to all of the escape tricks the dead
Houdini used to do. What's more, Houdini's offering Harry a chance to go back in time and experience it for himself.
Should Harry ignore what must be a hoax? Or should he give it a try and take Houdini up on this death-defying offer?
Dan Gutman is the award-winning author of series including My Weird School, The Genius Files, and the baseball card
series, including Honus & Me. He uses his writing powers for good once again in this exciting new middle grade novel.
Named a New York State Great Read by the Empire State Center for the Book!
Presents the life of the Hungarian magician, including illustrations of people, places, and artifacts of the times in which he lived.
An autobiography by the original "shock jock" shares his observations on politics, current affairs, women, and the entertainment business
Harry Houdini was a great escape artist, but perhaps his greatest trick was becoming the famous magician that we have come to know. As a
child, Houdini worked hard--and even quit school--to help support his family. But his dream always was to become a great magician and
performer. He practiced day and night, thinking up new tricks and more and more dangerous stunts. His intense ambition paid off, and soon
Harry Houdini became known worldwide! This kid-appealing Step 3 traces Houdini's life from his poor beginnings to his eventual success as
the most famous mystical magician and escape artist of all time.
In 1924 the wife of a Boston surgeon came to embody the raging national debate over Spiritualism, a movement devoted to communication
with the dead. Reporters dubbed her the blonde Witch of Lime Street, but she was known to her followers simply as Margery. Her most vocal
advocate was Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, who believed so thoroughly in Margery's powers that he urged her to enter a controversial contest,
sponsored by Scientific American. Her supernatural gifts beguiled four of the judges. There was only one left to convince ... the acclaimed
escape artist, Harry Houdini. Jaher captures their electric public rivalry and the competition that brought them into each other's orbit.
In this groundbreaking book, renowned magic expert Kalush and bestselling writer Sloman team up to expose Harry Houdinis secret life as a
spy, and the stunning plot to murder the magician and destroy his legacy. Photos throughout.
&&LDIV&&R&&LDIV&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&RIllusionist, escape artist, movie star, aviator, and spy—Harry Houdini was all
these and an international celebrity and the world’s most famous magician. This fascinating biography looks at all the facets of Houdini’s
amazing life and includes 21 magic tricks and illusions for a hands-on learning experience. Children will be inspired by this Jewish immigrant
who grew up in poverty and, through perseverance and hard work, went on to become one of the most popular and successful entertainers of
all time. Houdini was an artist who created his acts carefully, practicing them for years in some cases. He performed such seemingly
impossible stunts as escaping several sets of handcuffs and ropes after jumping off a bridge into a flowing river. &&L/P&&R&&LP
style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R &&L/P&&R&&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&RKids will learn how he devised his most legendary stunts
and will also learn the science and logic behind many of Houdini’s acts including his famous milk can escape. Kids can amaze their family
and friends with these simple, entertaining, and fun tricks and illusions: &&L/P&&R Stepping through an index card Performing an odd
number trick Making a coin appear Mind reading with a secret code Making a magic box Lifting a person with one hand Making a talking
board And much more &&LP style="MARGIN: 0in 0in 0pt"&&R &&L/P&&R&&L/DIV&&R&&L/DIV&&R
David Blaine, downtown hipster and extraordinary illusionist, offers an exploration of the mysteries and history of the ancient art of magic.
Mysterious Stranger brings Blaine's magic directly to his audience. In the book you'll find: mind-bending tricks you can learn to do yourself;
interactive magic effects; mind-reading and psychic techniques; David Blaine's unique perspective on the art of magic; a copiously illustrated
history of the art; and autobiographical background and an insight into David's private world.
A riveting and powerful story of an unforgiving time, an unlikely friendship and an indestructible love
Joe Posnanski enters the colorful world of Harry Houdini and his legions of devoted fans to explore the illusionist’s
impact on global culture—and why his legacy endures to this day. Nearly a century after Harry Houdini died on Halloween
in 1926, he feels as modern and alive as ever. The name Houdini still leaps to mind whenever we witness a daring
escape. The baby who frees herself from her crib? Houdini. The dog who vanishes and reappears in the neighbor’s
garden? Houdini. Every generation produces new disciples of the magician, from household names in magic like David
Copperfield and David Blaine to countless other followers whose lives have been transformed by the power of Houdini. In
rural Pennsylvania, a thirteen-year-old girl finds the courage to leave a violent home after learning that Houdini ran away
to join the circus; she eventually becomes the first female magician to saw a man in half on television. In Australia, an
eight-year-old boy with a learning impediment feels worthless until he sees an old poster of Houdini advertising “Nothing
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on earth can hold Houdini prisoner,” and begins his path to becoming that nation’s most popular magician. In California,
an actor and Vietnam War veteran finds purpose in his life by uncovering the secrets of his hero. But the unique
phenomenon of Houdini was always more than his death-defying stunts or his ability to escape handcuffs and
straitjackets. It is also about the power of imagination and self-invention. His incredible transformation from Ehrich Weiss,
humble Hungarian immigrant and rabbi’s son, into the self-named Harry Houdini has won him a slice of immortality. No
one has withstood the test of time quite like Houdini. Fueled by Posnanski’s personal obsession with the magician—and
magic itself—The Life and Afterlife of Harry Houdini is a poignant odyssey of discovery, blending biography, memoir, and
first-person reporting to trace Houdini’s metamorphosis into an iconic figure who has inspired millions.
An exploration of the world of magic that teaches the reader many tricks--including how better to understand the real
world. Alex Stone--journalist and part-time conjurer--is here to amaze you. But first he had to amaze his fellow magicians.
Fooling Houdini is his fascinating, revealing, and nailbiting account of his attempt to win the 23rd World Championships
of Magic, the "Magic Olympics," the largest and most prestigious competition of its kind. Alex Stone managed to qualify
for entry and began preparing to astonish people who astonish others for a living. It didn't help his nerves that he was
placed on the bill straight after Canadian magician Shawn Farquhar, winner of more magic competitions than anyone in
history. Stone's preparations and participation provide his readers with in-depth exploration of the world of magic, and
magic's meaning. He spills many professional secrets, arguing that what is important is to ask questions about what lies
behind the tricks: how the mind perceives the world and parses everyday experience, about how the mind works--and
why sometimes it doesn't, about why people need to believe. As we become more attuned to the limits of our own
perception, we become better at distinguishing reality from illusion, at reading the angles and decoding the fine print, he
says. We gain intuition and understanding into how people behave. We even learn ways to influence this behavior. This
makes us less susceptible to all manner of deception. It is to gain and maintain this sixth sense that Alex Stone--a
schoolboy prestidigitator--has continued performing magic well into adulthood. In Fooling Houdini he takes us into that
other world, populated by truly astounding characters, and leaves us with a heightened sense of awareness about the
supposedly real world.
At the Animal Rescue Friends shelter, everyone is looking for a way to belong--kids and animals alike. From Epic!
Originals, Animal Rescue Friends is a heartwarming, three-book graphic novel series filled with humor and furry
friendships. Welcome to Animal Rescue Friends, where any stray can find a friendly face--furry or otherwise. This first
collection of middle-grade comics includes five tales of found family: A lonely girl living in the suburbs finds happiness
with a stray pit bull; a protective mama ferret and her six kits learn to trust a shelter volunteer; a shy boy stands up for
himself with the help of a strong-willed bunny; a cantankerous cat helps to mend a troubled relationship; and the shelter's
unofficial mascot eventually finds a home. Perfect for animal-loving kids, this adorable comics series will inspire and
uplift.
Based on contemporary reports and diaries, with historic photographs and period posters, Houdini is an intriguing
biography of the world’s greatest magician and escape artist. Ninety years after his death, this book from the Oxford
People series brings both the man and his magic back to life again for one last performance. In the early 1900s,
Houdini’s handcuff show was a huge sensation that toured the best venues in the USA and Europe, and when
audiences demanded more, he introduced straight-jackets, water-filled tanks, and nailed shut packing crates. His outdoor
spectaculars became increasingly elaborate. In the early winter of 1906, he leaped manacled from the MacArthur Bridge
in Detroit, Michigan, freeing himself from two pairs of handcuffs beneath the icy waters. Houdini's mega-star status
allowed him to fly airplanes, star in his own movies, write and publish his own books, and even become president of the
Society of American Magicians. This biography is an authoritative view from accomplished biographer Charlotte
Montague, and belongs on the shelf of any lover of magic, escape artistry, and enigmatic figures.
With nearly 2 million books in print, this Little Apple series is H-O-T, hot. The SECRET is out -- DROON is the series that
kids, parents, and teachers are talking about! There's no place like home! Eric and his friends have finally restored the
Rainbow Stairs, but that was the easy part. Now Gethwing is loose in the Upper World, and the Moon Dragon is causing
big trouble. Eric, Julie, and Neal have to protect their town, but they're up against mysterious creatures, strangely-
behaving parents, and powerful magic. Can the kids stop Gethwing before he destroys the Upper World -- for good?
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