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The Strangest ManThe Hidden Life of Paul Dirac, Mystic
of the AtomBasic Books
Four concise, brilliant lectures on mathematical methods
in quantum mechanics from Nobel Prize–winning
quantum pioneer build on idea of visualizing quantum
theory through the use of classical mechanics.
The one-and-only original, Earl Nightingale’s Strangest
Secret endorsed by Nightingale Conant. The Strangest
Secret is much more than a wealth-building tool; it is a
manifesto for self-actualization and purpose-driven work.
In Nightingale’s own words: “The only man who
succeeds is the man who is progressively realizing a
worthy ideal.” In this book, Nightingale distills his lifetime
of research on human motivation into a simple success
formula—the very same one that propelled his own
achievement. The Strangest Secret is a practical guide
for accelerated prosperity so that you can quickly rise to
the top, becoming one of the top 5 percent who succeed
in your field. Challenge yourself with Nightingale’s thirtyday test for putting this secret success formula into
action in your life, and chart your own path to
productivity, financial independence, and personal
fulfillment. Having grown up during the Great
Depression, Earl Nightingale was fascinated by the
difference between those who attain high levels of
personal, professional, and financial success and those
who do not. He devoted his life to searching out a recipe
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for achievement—a means of predicting success in any
area of life. While reading the line in Napoleon Hill’s
Think and Grow Rich that “we become what we think
about,” Nightingale experienced a watershed moment of
self-discovery that resulted in his becoming financially
independent by the young age of thirty-five. Make this
book your catalyst to the transformation you seek.
From internationally acclaimed author Haruki
Murakami—a fantastical illustrated short novel about a
boy imprisoned in a nightmarish library. Opening the
flaps on this unique little book, readers will find
themselves immersed in the strange world of best-selling
Haruki Murakami's wild imagination. The story of a lonely
boy, a mysterious girl, and a tormented sheep man
plotting their escape from a nightmarish library, the book
is like nothing else Murakami has written. Designed by
Chip Kidd and fully illustrated, in full color, throughout,
this small format, 96 page volume is a treat for book
lovers of all ages.
Presents the life and accomplishments of one of the
discoverers of quantum mechanics, contrasting his
scientific work to his reserved personality and
relationships with family and friends. Reprint.
Traces the colorful, turbulent life of the Nobel Prizewinning physicist, from the death of his childhood
sweetheart during the Manhattan Project to his rise as an
icon in the scientific community.
From the bestselling author of How We Got To Now, The
Ghost Map and Farsighted, a new national bestseller:
the “exhilarating”( Los Angeles Times) story of Joseph
Priestley, “a founding father long forgotten”(Newsweek)
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and a brilliant man who embodied the relationship
between science, religion, and politics for America's
Founding Fathers. In The Invention of Air, national
bestselling author Steven Johnson tells the fascinating
story of Joseph Priestley—scientist and theologian,
protégé of Benjamin Franklin, friend of Thomas
Jefferson—an eighteenth-century radical thinker who
played pivotal roles in the invention of ecosystem
science, the discovery of oxygen, the uses of oxygen,
scientific experimentation, the founding of the Unitarian
Church, and the intellectual development of the United
States. As he did so masterfully in The Ghost Map,
Steven Johnson uses a dramatic historical story to
explore themes that have long engaged him: innovative
strategies, intellectual models, and the way new ideas
emerge and spread, and the environments that foster
these breakthroughs.
A stunning and unique look at the great equations that lie
at the heart of many of the most successful scientific
theories.
A brilliant insight into Britain's atomic scientists during the war
from the Costa Award-winning author of The Strangest Man.
Here is a lively history of modern physics, as seen through
the lives of thirty men and women from the pantheon of
physics. William H. Cropper vividly portrays the life and
accomplishments of such giants as Galileo and Isaac
Newton, Marie Curie and Ernest Rutherford, Albert Einstein
and Niels Bohr, right up to contemporary figures such as
Richard Feynman, Murray Gell-Mann, and Stephen Hawking.
We meet scientists--all geniuses--who could be gregarious,
aloof, unpretentious, friendly, dogged, imperious, generous to
colleagues or contentious rivals. As Cropper captures their
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personalities, he also offers vivid portraits of their great
moments of discovery, their bitter feuds, their relations with
family and friends, their religious beliefs and education. In
addition, Cropper has grouped these biographies by
discipline--mechanics, thermodynamics, particle physics, and
others--each section beginning with a historical overview.
Thus in the section on quantum mechanics, readers can see
how the work of Max Planck influenced Niels Bohr, and how
Bohr in turn influenced Werner Heisenberg. Our
understanding of the physical world has increased
dramatically in the last four centuries. With Great Physicists,
readers can retrace the footsteps of the men and women who
led the way.
A Curious Man is the marvelously compelling biography of
Robert “Believe It or Not” Ripley, the enigmatic cartoonist
turned globetrotting millionaire who won international fame by
celebrating the world's strangest oddities, and whose
outrageous showmanship taught us to believe in the
unbelievable. As portrayed by acclaimed biographer Neal
Thompson, Ripley’s life is the stuff of a classic American fairy
tale. Buck-toothed and cursed by shyness, Ripley turned his
sense of being an outsider into an appreciation for the
strangeness of the world. After selling his first cartoon to Time
magazine at age eighteen, more cartooning triumphs
followed, but it was his “Believe It or Not” conceit and the
wildly popular radio shows it birthed that would make him one
of the most successful entertainment figures of his time and
spur him to search the globe’s farthest corners for bizarre
facts, exotic human curiosities, and shocking phenomena.
Ripley delighted in making outrageous declarations that
somehow always turned out to be true—such as that Charles
Lindbergh was only the sixty-seventh man to fly across the
Atlantic or that “The Star Spangled Banner” was not the
national anthem. Assisted by an exotic harem of female
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admirers and by ex-banker Norbert Pearlroth, a devoted
researcher who spoke eleven languages, Ripley
simultaneously embodied the spirit of Peter Pan, the
fearlessness of Marco Polo and the marketing savvy of P. T.
Barnum. In a very real sense, Ripley sought to remake the
world’s aesthetic. He demanded respect for those who were
labeled “eccentrics” or “freaks”—whether it be E. L. Blystone,
who wrote 1,615 alphabet letters on a grain of rice, or the
man who could swallow his own nose. By the 1930s Ripley
possessed a vast fortune, a private yacht, and a twenty-eight
room mansion stocked with such “oddities” as shrunken
heads and medieval torture devices, and his pioneering firsts
in print, radio, and television were tapping into something
deep in the American consciousness—a taste for the titillating
and exotic, and a fascination with the fastest, biggest,
dumbest and most weird. Today, that legacy continues and
can be seen in reality TV, YouTube, America’s Funniest
Home Videos, Jackass, MythBusters and a host of other popculture phenomena. In the end Robert L. Ripley changed
everything. The supreme irony of his life, which was
dedicated to exalting the strange and unusual, is that he may
have been the most amazing oddity of all.
A 2015 William C. Morris YA Debut Award Finalist Magical
realism, lyrical prose, and the pain and passion of human love
haunt this hypnotic generational saga. Foolish love appears
to be the Roux family birthright, an ominous forecast for its
most recent progeny, Ava Lavender. Ava — in all other ways a
normal girl — is born with the wings of a bird. In a quest to
understand her peculiar disposition and a growing desire to fit
in with her peers, sixteen-year old Ava ventures into the wider
world, ill-prepared for what she might discover and naive to
the twisted motives of others. Others like the pious Nathaniel
Sorrows, who mistakes Ava for an angel and whose
obsession with her grows until the night of the summer
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solstice celebration. That night, the skies open up, rain and
feathers fill the air, and Ava’s quest and her family’s saga
build to a devastating crescendo. First-time author Leslye
Walton has constructed a layered and unforgettable
mythology of what it means to be born with hearts that are
tragically, exquisitely human.
A wonderfully readable account of scienti?c development
over the past ?ve hundred years, focusing on the lives and
achievements of individual scientists, by the bestselling
author of In Search of Schrödinger’s Cat In this ambitious
new book, John Gribbin tells the stories of the people who
have made science, and of the times in which they lived and
worked. He begins with Copernicus, during the Renaissance,
when science replaced mysticism as a means of explaining
the workings of the world, and he continues through the
centuries, creating an unbroken genealogy of not only the
greatest but also the more obscure names of Western
science, a dot-to-dot line linking amateur to genius, and
accidental discovery to brilliant deduction. By focusing on the
scientists themselves, Gribbin has written an anecdotal
narrative enlivened with stories of personal drama, success
and failure. A bestselling science writer with an international
reputation, Gribbin is among the few authors who could even
attempt a work of this magnitude. Praised as “a sequence of
witty, information-packed tales” and “a terri?c read” by The
Times upon its recent British publication, The Scientists
breathes new life into such venerable icons as Galileo, Isaac
Newton, Albert Einstein and Linus Pauling, as well as lesser
lights whose stories have been undeservedly neglected.
Filled with pioneers, visionaries, eccentrics and madmen, this
is the history of science as it has never been told before.
The life of Niels Bohr spanned times of revolutionary change
in science itself as well as its impact on society. Along with
Albert Einstein, Bohr can be considered to be this century's
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major driving force behind the new philosophical and
mathematical descriptions of the structure of the atom and
the nucleus. Abraham Pais, the acclaimed biogrpaher of
Albert Einstein, here traces Bohr's progress from his well-todo origins in late nineteenth-century Denmark to his position
at centre stage in the world political scene, particularly during
the Second World War and the development of atomic
weapons. Pais' description moves through the science as it
was before Bohr, as it became because of Bohr, and thence
to Bohr's scientific and philosophical legacy. That legacy is
contained both in theory as it is now universally enshrined, as
well as in its practice in such great Danish institutions as
Riso. But more than that, Pais captures the essence of Bohr,
the intensely private family figure who, despite appalling
personal tragedy, became one of the most loved cultural
figures of recent times.
Erwin Schrödinger was a brilliant and charming Austrian, a
great scientist, and a man with a passionate interest in people
and ideas. In this, the first comprehensive biography of
Schrödinger, Walter Moore draws upon recollections of
Schrödinger's friends, family and colleagues, and on
contemporary records, letters and diaries. Schrödinger's life is
portrayed against the backdrop of Europe at a time of change
and unrest. His best-known scientific work was the discovery
of wave mechanics, for which he was awarded the Nobel
prize in 1933. However, Erwin was also an enthusiastic
explorer of the ideas of Hindu mysticism, and in the
mountains of his beloved Tyrol he sought a philosophic unity
of Mind and Nature. Although not Jewish, he left his
prestigious position at Berlin University as soon as the Nazis
seized power. After a short time in Oxford he moved to Graz,
but barely escaped from Austria after the Anschluss. He then
helped Eamon de Valera establish an Institute for Advanced
Studies in Dublin. It was here that he spent the happiest
Page 7/23

Get Free The Strangest Man The Hidden Life Of
Paul Dirac Mystic Of The Atom
years of his life, and also where he wrote his most famous
and influential book What is Life?, which attracted some of
the brightest minds of his generation into molecular biology.
Schrodinger enjoyed a close friendship with Einstein, and the
two maintained a prolific correspondence all their lives.
Schrödinger led a very intense life, both in his scientific
research and in his personal life. Walter Moore has written a
highly readable biography of this fascinating and complex
man which will appeal not only to scientists but to anyone
interested in the history of our times, and in the life and
thought of one of the great men of twentieth-century science.
With a New Afterword "Our knowledge of fundamental
physics contains not one fruitful idea that does not carry the
name of Murray Gell-Mann."--Richard Feynman Acclaimed
science writer George Johnson brings his formidable
reporting skills to the first biography of Nobel Prize-winner
Murray Gell-Mann, the brilliant, irascible man who
revolutionized modern particle physics with his models of the
quark and the Eightfold Way. Born into a Jewish immigrant
family on New York's East 14th Street, Gell-Mann's
prodigious talent was evident from an early age--he entered
Yale at 15, completed his Ph.D. at 21, and was soon
identifying the structures of the world's smallest components
and illuminating the elegant symmetries of the universe.
Beautifully balanced in its portrayal of an extraordinary and
difficult man, interpreting the concepts of advanced physics
with scrupulous clarity and simplicity, Strange Beauty is a tourde-force of both science writing and biography.
The true story that inspired the 2020 film. The autobiography
of mathematician Stanislaw Ulam, one of the great scientific
minds of the twentieth century, tells a story rich with
amazingly prophetic speculations and peppered with lively
anecdotes. As a member of the Los Alamos National
Laboratory from 1944 on, Ulam helped to precipitate some of
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the most dramatic changes of the postwar world. He was
among the first to use and advocate computers for scientific
research, originated ideas for the nuclear propulsion of space
vehicles, and made fundamental contributions to many of
today's most challenging mathematical projects. With his wideranging interests, Ulam never emphasized the importance of
his contributions to the research that resulted in the hydrogen
bomb. Now Daniel Hirsch and William Mathews reveal the
true story of Ulam's pivotal role in the making of the "Super,"
in their historical introduction to this behind-the-scenes look at
the minds and ideas that ushered in the nuclear age. An
epilogue by Françoise Ulam and Jan Mycielski sheds new
light on Ulam's character and mathematical originality.
The definitive biography of the brilliant, charismatic, and very
human physicist and innovator Enrico Fermi In 1942, a team
at the University of Chicago achieved what no one had
before: a nuclear chain reaction. At the forefront of this
breakthrough stood Enrico Fermi. Straddling the ages of
classical physics and quantum mechanics, equally at ease
with theory and experiment, Fermi truly was the last man who
knew everything--at least about physics. But he was also a
complex figure who was a part of both the Italian Fascist
Party and the Manhattan Project, and a less-than-ideal father
and husband who nevertheless remained one of history's
greatest mentors. Based on new archival material and
exclusive interviews, The Last Man Who Knew Everything
lays bare the enigmatic life of a colossus of twentieth century
physics.
A revolutionary new theory showing how we can predict
human behavior-from a radical genius and bestselling author
Can we scientifically predict our future? Scientists and
pseudo scientists have been pursuing this mystery for
hundreds and perhaps thousands of years. But now,
astonishing new research is revealing patterns in human
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behavior previously thought to be purely random. Precise,
orderly, predictable patterns... Albert Laszlo Barabasi, already
the world's preeminent researcher on the science of
networks, describes his work on this profound mystery in
Bursts, a stunningly original investigation into human nature.
His approach relies on the digital reality of our world, from
mobile phones to the Internet and email, because it has
turned society into a huge research laboratory. All those
electronic trails of time stamped texts, voicemails, and
internet searches add up to a previously unavailable massive
data set of statistics that track our movements, our decisions,
our lives. Analysis of these trails is offering deep insights into
the rhythm of how we do everything. His finding? We work
and fight and play in short flourishes of activity followed by
next to nothing. The pattern isn't random, it's "bursty."
Randomness does not rule our lives in the way scientists
have assumed up until now. Illustrating this revolutionary
science, Barabasi artfully weaves together the story of a 16th
century burst of human activity-a bloody medieval crusade
launched in his homeland, Transylvania-with the modern tale
of a contemporary artist hunted by the FBI through our post
9/11 surveillance society. These narratives illustrate how
predicting human behavior has long been the obsession,
sometimes the duty, of those in power. Barabási's
astonishingly wide range of examples from seemingly
unrelated areas include how dollar bills move around the
U.S., the pattern everyone follows in writing email, the spread
of epidemics, and even the flight patterns of albatross. In all
these phenomena a virtually identical, mathematically
described bursty pattern emerges. Bursts reveals what this
amazing new research is showing us about where individual
spontaneity ends and predictability in human behavior begins.
The way you think about your own potential to do something
truly extraordinary will never be the same.
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The first full length biography of Dirac, one of the most
brilliant physicists of the twentieth century.
Robert Heinlein's Hugo Award-winning all-time masterpiece,
the brilliant novel that grew from a cult favorite to a bestseller
to a science fiction classic. Raised by Martians on Mars,
Valentine Michael Smith is a human who has never seen
another member of his species. Sent to Earth, he is a
stranger who must learn what it is to be a man. But his own
beliefs and his powers far exceed the limits of humankind,
and as he teaches them about grokking and water-sharing,
he also inspires a transformation that will alter Earth’s
inhabitants forever...
This is the first biography in twenty years of James Clerk
Maxwell, one of the greatest scientists of our time and yet a
man relatively unknown to the wider public. Approaching
science with a freshness unbound by convention or previous
expectations, he produced some of the most original scientific
thinking of the nineteenth century — and his discoveries went
on to shape the twentieth century.
A New York Times Notable Book of 2020 A Bloomberg Best
Non-Fiction Book of 2020 A Behavioral Scientist Notable
Book of 2020 A Human Behavior & Evolution Society MustRead Popular Evolution Book of 2020 A bold, epic account of
how the co-evolution of psychology and culture created the
peculiar Western mind that has profoundly shaped the
modern world. Perhaps you are WEIRD: raised in a society
that is Western, Educated, Industrialized, Rich, and
Democratic. If so, you’re rather psychologically peculiar.
Unlike much of the world today, and most people who have
ever lived, WEIRD people are highly individualistic, selfobsessed, control-oriented, nonconformist, and analytical.
They focus on themselves—their attributes, accomplishments,
and aspirations—over their relationships and social roles. How
did WEIRD populations become so psychologically distinct?
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What role did these psychological differences play in the
industrial revolution and the global expansion of Europe
during the last few centuries? In The WEIRDest People in the
World, Joseph Henrich draws on cutting-edge research in
anthropology, psychology, economics, and evolutionary
biology to explore these questions and more. He illuminates
the origins and evolution of family structures, marriage, and
religion, and the profound impact these cultural
transformations had on human psychology. Mapping these
shifts through ancient history and late antiquity, Henrich
reveals that the most fundamental institutions of kinship and
marriage changed dramatically under pressure from the
Roman Catholic Church. It was these changes that gave rise
to the WEIRD psychology that would coevolve with
impersonal markets, occupational specialization, and free
competition—laying the foundation for the modern world.
Provocative and engaging in both its broad scope and its
surprising details, The WEIRDest People in the World
explores how culture, institutions, and psychology shape one
another, and explains what this means for both our most
personal sense of who we are as individuals and also the
large-scale social, political, and economic forces that drive
human history. Includes black-and-white illustrations.
WINNER OF THE PULITZER PRIZE FOR NONFICTION •
“The definitive biography" (Newsweek) of J. Robert
Oppenheimer, one of the iconic figures of the twentieth
century, a brilliant physicist who led the effort to build the
atomic bomb for his country in a time of war, and who later
found himself confronting the moral consequences of
scientific progress. In this magisterial, acclaimed biography
twenty-five years in the making, Kai Bird and Martin Sherwin
capture Oppenheimer’s life and times, from his early career
to his central role in the Cold War. This is biography and
history at its finest, riveting and deeply informative. “A
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masterful account of Oppenheimer’s rise and fall, set in the
context of the turbulent decades of America’s own
transformation. It is a tour de force.” —Los Angeles Times
Book Review
From National Book Award finalist Laini Taylor comes an epic
fantasy about a mythic lost city and its dark past. The dream
chooses the dreamer, not the other way around--and Lazlo
Strange, war orphan and junior librarian, has always feared
that his dream chose poorly. Since he was just five years old,
he's been obsessed with the mythic lost city of Weep, but it
would take someone bolder than he to cross half the world in
search of it. Then a stunning opportunity presents itself, in the
form of a hero called the Godslayer and a band of legendary
warriors, and he has to seize his chance or lose his dream
forever. What happened in Weep two hundred years ago to
cut it off from the rest of the world? And who is the blueskinned goddess who appears in Lazlo's dreams? In this
sweeping and breathtaking novel by National Book Award
finalist Laini Taylor, author of the New York Times bestselling
Daughter of Smoke & Bone trilogy, the shadow of the past is
as real as the ghosts who haunt the citadel of murdered gods.
Fall into a mythical world of dread and wonder, moths and
nightmares, love and carnage. The answers await in Weep.
This history of atomism, from Democritus to the recent
discovery of the Higgs boson, chronicles one of the most
successful scientific hypotheses ever devised. Originating
separately in both ancient Greece and India, the concept of
the atom persisted for centuries, despite often running afoul
of conventional thinking. Until the twentieth century, no direct
evidence for atoms existed. Today it is possible to actually
observe atoms using a scanning tunneling microscope. In this
book, physicist Victor J. Stenger makes the case that, in the
final analysis, atoms and the void are all that exists. The book
begins with the story of the earliest atomists - the ancient
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Greek philosophers Leucippus, Democritus, and Epicurus,
and the Latin poet Lucretius. As the author notes, the idea of
elementary particles as the foundation of reality had many
opponents throughout history - from Aristotle to Christian
theologians and even some nineteenth-century chemists and
philosophers. While theists today accept that the evidence for
the atomic theory of matter is overwhelming, they reject the
atheistic implications of that theory. In conclusion, the author
underscores the main point made throughout this work: the
total absence of empirical facts and theoretical arguments to
support the existence of any component to reality other than
atoms and the void can be taken as proof beyond a
reasonable doubt that such a component is nowhere to be
found.
Erwin Schrödinger was an Austrian physicist famous for his
contribution to quantum physics. He won the Nobel Prize in
1933 and is best known for his thought experiment of a cat in
a box, both alive and dead at the same time, which revealed
the seemingly paradoxical nature of quantum mechanics.
Schrödinger was working at one of the most fertile and
creative moments in the whole history of science. By the time
he started university in 1906, Einstein had already published
his revolutionary papers on relativity. Now the baton of
scientific progress was being passed to a new generation:
Werner Heisenberg, Paul Dirac, Niels Bohr, and of course,
Schrödinger himself. In this riveting biography John Gribbin
takes us into the heart of the quantum revolution. He tells the
story of Schrödinger's surprisingly colourful life (he arrived for
a position at Oxford University with both his wife and
mistress). And with his trademark accessible style and
popular touch, he explains the fascinating world of quantum
mechanics, which underpins all of modern science.
The story of two brilliant nineteenth-century scientists who
discovered the electromagnetic field, laying the groundwork
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for the amazing technological and theoretical breakthroughs
of the twentieth century Two of the boldest and most creative
scientists of all time were Michael Faraday (1791-1867) and
James Clerk Maxwell (1831-1879). This is the story of how
these two men - separated in age by forty years - discovered
the existence of the electromagnetic field and devised a
radically new theory which overturned the strictly mechanical
view of the world that had prevailed since Newton's time. The
authors, veteran science writers with special expertise in
physics and engineering, have created a lively narrative that
interweaves rich biographical detail from each man's life with
clear explanations of their scientific accomplishments.
Faraday was an autodidact, who overcame class prejudice
and a lack of mathematical training to become renowned for
his acute powers of experimental observation, technological
skills, and prodigious scientific imagination. James Clerk
Maxwell was highly regarded as one of the most brilliant
mathematical physicists of the age. He made an enormous
number of advances in his own right. But when he translated
Faraday's ideas into mathematical language, thus creating
field theory, this unified framework of electricity, magnetism
and light became the basis for much of later, 20th-century
physics. Faraday's and Maxwell's collaborative efforts gave
rise to many of the technological innovations we take for
granted today - from electric power generation to television,
and much more. Told with panache, warmth, and clarity, this
captivating story of their greatest work - in which each played
an equal part - and their inspiring lives will bring new
appreciation to these giants of science.
"The best book ever written about the strangest CIA chief
who ever lived." - Tim Weiner, National Book Award-winning
author of Legacy of Ashes A revelatory new biography of the
sinister, powerful, and paranoid man at the heart of the CIA
for more than three tumultuous decades. CIA spymaster
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James Jesus Angleton was one of the most powerful
unelected officials in the United States government in the
mid-20th century, a ghost of American power. From World
War II to the Cold War, Angleton operated beyond the view of
the public, Congress, and even the president. He unwittingly
shared intelligence secrets with Soviet spy Kim Philby, a
member of the notorious Cambridge spy ring. He launched
mass surveillance by opening the mail of hundreds of
thousands of Americans. He abetted a scheme to aid Israel’s
own nuclear efforts, disregarding U.S. security. He committed
perjury and obstructed the JFK assassination investigation.
He oversaw a massive spying operation on the antiwar and
black nationalist movements and he initiated an obsessive
search for communist moles that nearly destroyed the
Agency. In The Ghost, investigative reporter Jefferson Morley
tells Angleton’s dramatic story, from his friendship with the
poet Ezra Pound through the underground gay milieu of midcentury Washington to the Kennedy assassination to the
Watergate scandal. From the agency’s MKULTRA mindcontrol experiments to the wars of the Mideast, Angleton
wielded far more power than anyone knew. Yet during his
seemingly lawless reign in the CIA, he also proved himself to
be a formidable adversary to our nation’s enemies, acquiring
a mythic stature within the CIA that continues to this day.
How math helps us solve the universe's deepest mysteries
One of the great insights of science is that the universe has
an underlying order. The supreme goal of physicists is to
understand this order through laws that describe the behavior
of the most basic particles and the forces between them. For
centuries, we have searched for these laws by studying the
results of experiments. Since the 1970s, however,
experiments at the world's most powerful atom-smashers
have offered few new clues. So some of the world's leading
physicists have looked to a different source of insight: modern
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mathematics. These physicists are sometimes accused of
doing 'fairy-tale physics', unrelated to the real world. But in
The Universe Speaks in Numbers, award-winning science
writer and biographer Farmelo argues that the physics they
are doing is based squarely on the well-established principles
of quantum theory and relativity, and part of a tradition dating
back to Isaac Newton. With unprecedented access to some
of the world's greatest scientific minds, Farmelo offers a vivid,
behind-the-scenes account of the blossoming relationship
between mathematics and physics and the research that
could revolutionize our understanding of reality. A masterful
account of the some of the most groundbreaking ideas in
physics in the past four decades. The Universe Speaks in
Numbers is essential reading for anyone interested in the
quest to discover the fundamental laws of nature.
It's time to get off the beaten path. Inspiring equal parts
wonder and wanderlust, Atlas Obscura celebrates over 700 of
the strangest and most curious places in the world. Talk
about a bucket list: here are natural wonders—the dazzling
glowworm caves in New Zealand, or a baobob tree in South
Africa that's so large it has a pub inside where 15 people can
drink comfortably. Architectural marvels, including the M.C.
Escher-like stepwells in India. Mind-boggling events, like the
Baby Jumping Festival in Spain, where men dressed as
devils literally vault over rows of squirming infants. Not to
mention the Great Stalacpipe Organ in Virginia,
Turkmenistan's 40-year hole of fire called the Gates of Hell, a
graveyard for decommissioned ships on the coast of
Bangladesh, eccentric bone museums in Italy, or a weatherforecasting invention that was powered by leeches, still on
display in Devon, England. Created by Joshua Foer, Dylan
Thuras and Ella Morton, ATLAS OBSCURA revels in the
weird, the unexpected, the overlooked, the hidden and the
mysterious. Every page expands our sense of how strange
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and marvelous the world really is. And with its compelling
descriptions, hundreds of photographs, surprising charts,
maps for every region of the world, it is a book to enter
anywhere, and will be as appealing to the armchair traveler
as the die-hard adventurer. Anyone can be a tourist. ATLAS
OBSCURA is for the explorer.
What drove Nobel-winning physicist Hans Bethe, head of
Theoretical Physics at Los Alamos during the Manhattan
Project, to later renounce the weaponry he had worked so
tirelessly to create? That is one of the questions answered by
Nuclear Forces, a riveting biography of Bethe’s early life and
development as both a scientist and a man of principle.
On the seventy-fifth anniversary of the first atomic bomb,
discover new reflections on the Manhattan Project from
President Barack Obama, hibakusha (survivors), and the
modern-day mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The creation
of the atomic bomb during World War II, codenamed the
Manhattan Project, was one of the most significant and
clandestine scientific undertakings of the 20th century. It
forever changed the nature of war and cast a shadow over
civilization. Born out of a small research program that began
in 1939, the Manhattan Project would eventually employ
nearly 600,000 people and cost about $2 billon ($28.5 billion
in 2020) -- all while operating under a shroud of complete
secrecy. On the 75th anniversary of this profoundly crucial
moment in history, this newest edition of The Manhattan
Project is updated with writings and reflections from the past
decade and a half. This groundbreaking collection of essays,
articles, documents, and excerpts from histories, biographies,
plays, novels, letters, and oral histories remains the most
comprehensive collection of primary source material of the
atomic bomb.
Perhaps no scientific development has shaped the course of
modern history as much as the harnessing of nuclear energy.
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Yet the twentieth century might have turned out differently
had greater influence over this technology been exercised by
Great Britain, whose scientists were at the forefront of
research into nuclear weapons at the beginning of World War
II. As award-winning biographer and science writer Graham
Farmelo describes in Churchill’s Bomb, the British set out to
investigate the possibility of building nuclear weapons before
their American colleagues. But when scientists in Britain first
discovered a way to build an atomic bomb, Prime Minister
Winston Churchill did not make the most of his country’s lead
and was slow to realize the Bomb’s strategic implications.
This was odd—he prided himself on recognizing the military
potential of new science and, in the 1920s and 1930s, had
repeatedly pointed out that nuclear weapons would likely be
developed soon. In developing the Bomb, however, he
marginalized some of his country’s most brilliant scientists,
choosing to rely mainly on the counsel of his friend Frederick
Lindemann, an Oxford physicist with often wayward
judgment. Churchill also failed to capitalize on Franklin
Roosevelt’s generous offer to work jointly on the Bomb, and
ultimately ceded Britain’s initiative to the Americans, whose
successful development and deployment of the Bomb placed
the United States in a position of supreme power at the dawn
of the nuclear age. After the war, President Truman and his
administration refused to acknowledge a secret cooperation
agreement forged by Churchill and Roosevelt and froze
Britain out of nuclear development, leaving Britain to make its
own way. Dismayed, Churchill worked to restore the
relationship. Churchill came to be terrified by the possibility of
thermonuclear war, and emerged as a pioneer of détente in
the early stages of the Cold War. Contrasting Churchill’s
often inattentive leadership with Franklin Roosevelt’s
decisiveness, Churchill’s Bomb reveals the secret history of
the weapon that transformed modern geopolitics.
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A revelatory new theory of consciousness that returns
emotions to the center of mental life. For Mark Solms, one of
the boldest thinkers in contemporary neuroscience,
discovering how consciousness comes about has been a
lifetime’s quest. Scientists consider it the "hard problem"
because it seems an impossible task to understand why we
feel a subjective sense of self and how it arises in the brain.
Venturing into the elementary physics of life, Solms has now
arrived at an astonishing answer. In The Hidden Spring, he
brings forward his discovery in accessible language and
graspable analogies. Solms is a frank and fearless guide on
an extraordinary voyage from the dawn of neuropsychology
and psychoanalysis to the cutting edge of contemporary
neuroscience, adhering to the medically provable. But he
goes beyond other neuroscientists by paying close attention
to the subjective experiences of hundreds of neurological
patients, many of whom he treated, whose uncanny
conversations expose much about the brain’s obscure
reaches. Most importantly, you will be able to recognize the
workings of your own mind for what they really are, including
every stray thought, pulse of emotion, and shift of attention.
The Hidden Spring will profoundly alter your understanding of
your own subjective experience.
Max Planck is credited with being the father of quantum
theory, and his work was described by his close friend Albert
Einstein as "the basis of all twentieth-century physics." But
Planck's story is not well known, especially in the United
States. A German physicist working during the first half of the
twentieth century, his library, personal journals, notebooks,
and letters were all destroyed with his home in World War II.
What remains, other than his contributions to science, are
handwritten letters in German shorthand, and tributes from
other scientists of the time. In Planck: Driven by Vision,
Broken by War, Brandon R. Brown interweaves the voices
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and writings of Planck, his family, and his
contemporaries--with many passages appearing in English for
the first time--to create a portrait of a groundbreaking
physicist working in the midst of war. Planck spent much of
his adult life grappling with the identity crisis of being an
influential German with ideas that ran counter to his
government. During the later part of his life, he survived
bombings and battlefields, surgeries and blood transfusions,
all the while performing his influential work amidst a violent
and crumbling Nazi bureaucracy. When his son was accused
of treason, Planck tried to use his standing as a German
"national treasure," and wrote directly to Hitler to spare his
son's life. Brown tells the story of Planck's friendship with the
far more outspoken Albert Einstein, and shows how his work
fits within the explosion of technology and science that
occurred during his life. This story of a brilliant man living in a
dangerous time gives Max Planck his rightful place in the
history of science, and it shows how war-torn Germany
deeply impacted his life and work.
#1 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • ONE OF TIME
MAGAZINE’S 100 BEST YA BOOKS OF ALL TIME The
extraordinary, beloved novel about the ability of books to feed
the soul even in the darkest of times. When Death has a story
to tell, you listen. It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is
holding its breath. Death has never been busier, and will
become busier still. Liesel Meminger is a foster girl living
outside of Munich, who scratches out a meager existence for
herself by stealing when she encounters something she can’t
resist–books. With the help of her accordion-playing foster
father, she learns to read and shares her stolen books with
her neighbors during bombing raids as well as with the
Jewish man hidden in her basement. In superbly crafted
writing that burns with intensity, award-winning author Markus
Zusak, author of I Am the Messenger, has given us one of the
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most enduring stories of our time. “The kind of book that can
be life-changing.” —The New York Times “Deserves a place
on the same shelf with The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne
Frank.” —USA Today DON’T MISS BRIDGE OF CLAY,
MARKUS ZUSAK’S FIRST NOVEL SINCE THE BOOK
THIEF.
A monumental, genre-defying novel that David Mitchell calls
"Michel Faber’s second masterpiece," The Book of Strange
New Things is a masterwork from a writer in full command of
his many talents. It begins with Peter, a devoted man of faith,
as he is called to the mission of a lifetime, one that takes him
galaxies away from his wife, Bea. Peter becomes immersed
in the mysteries of an astonishing new environment, overseen
by an enigmatic corporation known only as USIC. His work
introduces him to a seemingly friendly native population
struggling with a dangerous illness and hungry for Peter’s
teachings—his Bible is their “book of strange new things.” But
Peter is rattled when Bea’s letters from home become
increasingly desperate: typhoons and earthquakes are
devastating whole countries, and governments are crumbling.
Bea’s faith, once the guiding light of their lives, begins to
falter. Suddenly, a separation measured by an otherworldly
distance, and defined both by one newly discovered world
and another in a state of collapse, is threatened by an everwidening gulf that is much less quantifiable. While Peter is
reconciling the needs of his congregation with the desires of
his strange employer, Bea is struggling for survival. Their
trials lay bare a profound meditation on faith, love tested
beyond endurance, and our responsibility to those closest to
us. Marked by the same bravura storytelling and precise
language that made The Crimson Petal and the White such
an international success, The Book of Strange New Things is
extraordinary, mesmerizing, and replete with emotional
complexity and genuine pathos.
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New York Times Bestseller: This life story of the quirky
physicist is “a thorough and masterful portrait of one of the
great minds of the century” (The New York Review of Books).
Raised in Depression-era Rockaway Beach, physicist Richard
Feynman was irreverent, eccentric, and childishly
enthusiastic—a new kind of scientist in a field that was in its
infancy. His quick mastery of quantum mechanics earned him
a place at Los Alamos working on the Manhattan Project
under J. Robert Oppenheimer, where the giddy young man
held his own among the nation’s greatest minds. There,
Feynman turned theory into practice, culminating in the Trinity
test, on July 16, 1945, when the Atomic Age was born. He
was only twenty-seven. And he was just getting started. In
this sweeping biography, James Gleick captures the forceful
personality of a great man, integrating Feynman’s work and
life in a way that is accessible to laymen and fascinating for
the scientists who follow in his footsteps.
First published in 1897, The Invisible Man is one of the first
science fiction stories. The disturbing tale centers on Griffin, a
scientist who has discovered the means to make himself
invisible. His initial, almost comedic, adventures are soon
overshadowed by the bizarre streak of terror he unleashes
upon the inhabitants of a small village. Notable for its sheer
invention, suspense, and psychological nuance, The Invisible
Man had been filmed many times and continues to enthrall
science-fiction fans today as it did the reading public nearly
100 years ago.
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