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Twisted Scriptures
The beloved and timeless King James Version is made
available in an edition priced right for Sunday schools, Bible
clubs, church presentations, and giveaways. Offering
affordable quality, these handsome award Bibles will
withstand heavy use thanks to better quality paper and
supple but sturdy cover material. A great way to honor special
achievements-at a budget-conscious price A spectrum of
attractive colors-black, burgundy, blue, royal purple, dark
green, and white-suit any occasion Imitation leather, 640
pages, 5 8 inches Clear 7-point type Color maps and
presentation page The words of Christ in red 32 pages of
study helps Sewn binding Shipped with an attractive fourcolor half-wrap and shrink-wrap.
In Praise of When Life and Beliefs Collide.Sooner or later,
life’s difficulties bring every Christian woman to God’s
doorstep with questions too personal to ignore. “Why does
God let me go through such painful circumstances?” “Why
does he seem indifferent to my prayers?” We’re tired of
spiritual pie in the sky. We want authentic, God-as-he-really-is
faith—the kind that holds us together when our world is falling
apart and equips us to offer strength and hope to
others.When Life and Beliefs Collide raises a long-overdue
call for us to think seriously about what we believe about
God. With passion, brilliance, and eloquence, Carolyn Custis
James weaves stories of contemporary women with episodes
from the life of Mary of Bethany to illustrate the practical
benefits of knowing God deeply. Examining the
misperceptions and abuses that discourage women from
pursuing a deeper understanding of God, this insightful book
demonstrates how practical and down to earth knowing God
can be.“This outstanding book offers the best demonstration
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that everyone needs theology, the best expository account of
Mary and Martha, and the best trajectory for women’s
ministry in modern North America that I have yet read.”
—James I. Packer“Thoughtful, scholarly, and motivating . . .
should inspire and encourage women for years to come.”
—Joni Eareckson Tada“You will not think the same way, nor
hopefully be the same, after reading this thought-provoking
book.” —Vonette Zachary Bright“. . . affirms women in their
calling, chosen-ness, and gifting, and makes us know we are
cherished and planned for.” —Jill Briscoe
Something Has to Change… You can’t put it into words, but
something is happening to you. Your stomach churns, your
heart aches, and the tension in your marriage is making you
feel weary and a little crazy. The constant criticism,
disrespect, cruelty, deceit, and gross indifference are eroding
your confidence and breaking your spirit. For any woman
caught in an emotionally destructive marriage, Leslie Vernick
offers a personalized path forward. Based on decades of
counseling experience, her intensely practical, biblical advice
will show you how to establish boundaries and break free
from emotional abuse. Learn to: · identify damaging
behaviors · gain the skills to respond wisely · promote healthy
change · stay safe · understand when, why, and even how to
leave · recognize that God sees and hates what is happening
to you Trying harder to be a perfect fantasy wife won’t help
fix what’s wrong your marriage. Discover instead how you
can initiate effective changes to stop the cycle of destruction
and restore hope for the future. “Women in an emotionally
abusive marriage do not need another book on how to have a
good marriage; those books rub salt in raw wounds. No, they
desperately need this book so that they can diagnose just
how bad their marriage is and then, with Leslie’s clear
expertise, develop a plan that will either begin to turn their
marriage around...or give them a wise route of escape.” —Dee
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Brestin, author of Idol Lies and The Friendships of Women
The Slave Bible was published in 1807. It was commissioned
on behalf of the Society for the Conversion of Negro Slaves in
England. The Bible was to be used by missionaries and slave
owners to teach slaves about the Christian faith and to
evangelize slaves. The Bible was used to teach some slaves
to read, but the goal first and foremost was to tend to the
spiritual needs of the slaves in the way the missionaries and
slave owners saw fit.
God’s Word or Motivational Mantra? Does it ever feel as
though Bible verses have been repeated so often they have
lost their meaning? Like a game of Bible Mad Libs where bits
and pieces of Scripture are pulled and patched together to fit
a fill-in-the-blank narrative that strays from what God really
said. Misquoted dives into the most commonly misused
verses from the Bible—verses that are well worth reclaiming
because of the significant impact they can have on your life.
You will discover that Scripture, when you consider the
context… is not all about us, but Christ for us and the
forgiveness of our sins is an ever-flowing fountain of true
hope and lasting comfort is not all that mysterious, but when
properly understood, has real life-changing power From
God’s great love to his plan and purpose for you, this book
will shine new light on the most misused scriptures, placing
each verse back into the context it was written so that you
can experience the fullness of all the great truths God offers
for your comfort, encouragement, and spiritual growth.
Could it be that the one who is smiling at you as he hands
you the offering plate is abusing his wife at home? What if
your Sunday school teacher, who knows so much about the
Bible, is abusing his family behind closed doors? Is it possible
that one of the elders or even the pastor of your church is
practicing an unholy charade? If the spouse of one of these
abusers comes to you for help, would you even be able to
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recognize the signs? How will you understand the dynamics
of this deceiving evil? Pastor and author Jeff Crippen
presents Christ's body with a work steeped in Scripture that
lays before us a map of the abusive mind, the tactics of
abuse, the effects abuse has on its victims, and the tragic
way our churches have failed the victims of this sin. He issues
a clarion call for those who love Christ to answer the call to
love the oppressed and speak for the victims, as Proverbs
31:9 says: "Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the
rights of the poor and needy." Together we can root out the
wolves in the midst of the flock and unmask the domestic
abuser in the church hiding in our pews.
There are instructions set forth in the Word of God to teach
men how to live a prosperous life. True prosperity is the ability
to apply the power of God to meet any need spiritual, mental,
and physical. In this book, Kenneth Copeland shares the
revelation of spiritual laws that govern prosperity. The Laws of
Prosperity is written to teach you how to apply these laws in
your own life so that you can begin to enjoy the great,
abundant life that only God can provide.
Andrew Farley's experience as a Christian was first
characterized by self-effort as he tried to please God at any
cost. His ruthless religion resulted in spiritual burnout and
disillusionment with church. Only then did he discover what
relaxing in Jesus means and how enjoying God's intimate
presence can transform everyday life. Using a unique storydriven format, God without Religion dismantles common
religious misconceptions, revealing the true meaning of being
filled with the Spirit the facts about judgment, rewards, and
God's discipline the simple truth behind predestination and
the divisions it causes the problem with the popular challenge
to "live radical" Pulling no punches, Farley shows how the
truth about these controversial issues can liberate and unify
believers as we discover how to rest in the unconditional love
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of God.

This book warns and informs readers about the fringe
churches and groups that operate with abusive styles,
creating emotional and spiritual perils for their adherents.
Follows the story of Lass, who is transformed from a
believed-worthless and untrainable animal into a
valuable sheepdog by a man's love, explaining how
Lass's story reflects the transforming love of God.
Untwisting Scriptures to show the truth regarding false
claims of "patriarchy" and "authority" made in Christian
and pseudo-Christians homes and churches.
Let's face it—the Bible contains passages that are
challenging to interpret and can even incite fear. Sure,
we want to believe God's grace applies to our unique
troubles: addiction, divorce, habitual sins, or a feeling of
distance from God because we don't measure up. Still,
perplexing Bible passages eat at us. Bestselling author
and radio host Dr. Andrew Farley is known to blitzkrieg
legalistic and lifeless interpretations with his discerning
take on controversial Scriptures. In Twisted Scripture,
Andrew skewers sacred cows and shatters destructive
lies, bringing the undiluted truth about God's love and
grace in a colorful and conversational look at the most
controversial passages in the New Testament. This book
offers more than just encouragement and freedom. It
may change everything about the way you see yourself
and God.
The Jefferson Bible, or The Life and Morals of Jesus of
Nazareth as it is formally titled, was a book constructed
by Thomas Jefferson in the latter years of his life by
cutting and pasting numerous sections from various
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Bibles as extractions of the doctrine of Jesus. Jefferson's
composition excluded sections of the New Testament
containing supernatural aspects as well as perceived
misinterpretations he believed had been added by the
Four Evangelists. In 1895, the Smithsonian Institution
under the leadership of librarian Cyrus Adler purchased
the original Jefferson Bible from Jefferson's greatgranddaughter Carolina Randolph for $400. A
conservation effort commencing in 2009, in partnership
with the museum's Political History department, allowed
for a public unveiling in an exhibit open from November
11, 2011, through May 28, 2012, at the National Museum
of American History.
The earliest of the four Gospels, the book portrays Jesus
as an enigmatic figure, struggling with enemies, his inner
and external demons, and with his devoted but
disconcerted disciples. Unlike other gospels, his
parables are obscure, to be explained secretly to his
followers. With an introduction by Nick Cave
Nearly two decades ago Hank Hanegraaff’s awardwinning Christianity in Crisis alerted the world to the
dangers of a cultic movement within Christianity that
threatened to undermine the very foundation of biblical
faith. But in the 21st century, there are new
dangers—new teachers who threaten to do more damage
than the last. These are not obscure teachers that
Hanegraaff unmasks. We know their names. We have
seen their faces, sat in their churches, and heard them
shamelessly preach and promote the false pretexts of a
give-to-get gospel. They are virtual rock stars who
command the attention of presidential candidates and
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media moguls. Through make-believe miracles, urban
legends, counterfeit Christs, and twisted theological
reasoning, they peddle an occult brand of metaphysics
that continues to shipwreck the faith of millions around
the globe: “God cannot do anything in this earthly realm
unless we give Him permission.” “Keep saying it—‘I
have equality with God’—talk yourself into it.” “Being
poor is a sin.” “The Jews were not rejecting Jesus as
Messiah; it was Jesus who was refusing to be the
Messiah to the Jews!” “You create your own world the
same way God creates His. He speaks, and things
happen; you speak, and they happen.” Christianity in
Crisis: 21st Century exposes darkness to light, pointing
us back to a Christianity centered in Christ. From the
Preface: “Having lost the ability to think biblically,
postmodern Christians are being transformed from
cultural change agents and initiators into cultural
conformists and imitators. Pop culture beckons, and
postmodern Christians have taken the bait. As a result,
the biblical model of faith has given way to an
increasingly bizarre array of fads and formulas.”
Provides Old and New Testament text, accompanied by
articles and features to help young students better
articulate and defend their faith as they begin to
approach young adulthood.
For Someone Else If You’re Concerned. For Yourself If
You’ve Ever Wondered.You joined your church because of
its intensity for God. Like no other place, it’s helped you
discover the meaning of obedience. Of teachableness. Of
death to self. If there’s one problem, it’s the confusion that
sometimes comes from your own carnal thinking. But God
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has given you leaders who can lovingly correct a doubting,
independent spirit and help you choose God’s best for your
life. How can you go wrong with a church like that? Easily.
What you’ve just read actually fits the profile of many abusive
churches. Twisted Scriptures reveals in depth how the Bible
can be distorted in ways that rob you of the liberty Jesus died
to give you. You might be shocked at what you discover. This
book uncovers the subtle but powerful techniques by which,
in the name of truth, controlling leaders manipulate and
intimidate countless believers. It also supplies tools for
overcoming persuasive, deceptive teachings and practices.
Thousands of Christians have already moved from struggle to
true freedom and hope through Twisted Scriptures. If you
truly want to grow in everything God made you to be, you
owe it to yourself to read this book.
Jesus plus nothing. 100% natural. No additives. It's the truth
you may never hear in church. The Naked Gospel is a
chapter-by-chapter assault on the churchy jargon and double
talk of our day. It puts forth a message that is simple but lifechanging. With a fresh take on Scripture and unapologetic
style, The Naked Gospel will challenge you to re-examine
everything you thought you already knew.
Christianity's roots run deep with examples of strong faith
from spiritual giants extending throughout history. One of the
greatest needs today is for Christians to be lifted up from our
current cultural moment and be refreshed by the insights and
wisdom of ancient believers. Today’s church can be renewed
by listening to yesterday’s saints. This CSB Study Bible for
men and women features study notes and commentary from
the writings of the church fathers of the second through fifth
centuries to help you understand and apply their rich, biblical
insights to your life, for preparation to teach or for Bible
studies. Also included in the CSB Ancient Faith Study Bible
are “Twisted Truth” call-outs describing where some ancient
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thinkers drifted from orthodoxy, over 25 feature articles
highlighting a key selection from one of the early church
fathers on an essential Christian truth, and biographies of 25
of the most influential patristic church fathers. The study
Bible’s commentary and writings are from: Irenaeus of
Lyons, Origen, Justin Martyr, Tertullian, Clement of
Alexandria, Ambrose of Milan, Augustine of Hippo,
Athanasius of Alexandria, John Chrysostom, Jerome, the
Cappadocian Fathers, and more. Features of this CSB Bible
include: Study notes from the early church, exclusive feature
articles, profiles of patristic fathers, “Twisted Truth” call-outs,
author index to easily find commentary from individual church
fathers, presentation page, book introductions, two-column
text, 10.25-point type size, 8-point study notes, black-letter
text, smyth-sewn binding, Bible ribbon markers, full-color
maps, and more. CSB Bibles by Holman feature the highly
readable, highly reliable text of the Christian Standard Bible®
(CSB). The CSB stays as literal as possible to the Bible's
original meaning without sacrificing clarity, making it easier to
engage with Scripture's life-transforming message and to
share it with others.
A lack of confidence in the clarity or perspicuity of Scripture is
apparent in Western Christianity. In this New Studies in
Biblical Theology volume, Mark Thompson restates the
doctrine of the clarity of Scripture. He surveys past and
present objections, engages with contemporary
hermeneutical challenges, and expounds the living God as
the Guarantor of his accessible, written Word.
This essential authorized biography of Eugene Peterson
offers unique insights into the experiences and spiritual
convictions of the iconic American pastor and beloved
translator of The Message. “In the time of a generation-wide
breakdown in trust with leaders in every sphere of society,
Eugene’s quiet life of deep integrity and gospel purpose is a
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bright light against a dark backdrop.”—John Mark Comer,
author of The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry “This hunger for
something radical—something so true that it burned in his
bones—was a constant in Eugene’s life. His longing for God
ignited a ferocity in his soul.” Encounter the multifaceted life
of one of the most influential and creative pastors of the past
half century with unforgettable stories of Eugene’s lifelong
devotion to his craft and love of language, the influences and
experiences that shaped his unquenchable faith, the
inspiration for his decision to translate The Message, and his
success and struggles as a pastor, husband, and father.
Author Winn Collier was given exclusive access to Eugene
and his materials for the production of this landmark work.
Drawing from his friendship and expansive view of
Peterson’s life, Collier offers an intimate, beautiful, and
earthy look into a remarkable life. For Eugene, the gifts of life
were inexhaustible: the glint of fading light over the lake; a
kiss from his wife, Jan; a good joke; a bowl of butter pecan
ice cream. As you enter into his story, you’ll find yourself
doing the same—noticing how the most ordinary things
shimmer with a new and unexpected beauty.
The publication of the King James version of the Bible,
translated between 1603 and 1611, coincided with an
extraordinary flowering of English literature and is universally
acknowledged as the greatest influence on English-language
literature in history. Now, world-class literary writers introduce
the book of the King James Bible in a series of beautifully
designed, small-format volumes. The introducers' passionate,
provocative, and personal engagements with the spirituality
and the language of the text make the Bible come alive as a
stunning work of literature and remind us of its overwhelming
contemporary relevance.
The Bible talks about trees more than any living creation
other than people. Perhaps you've missed the forest...and the
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trees. In this groundbreaking walk through Scripture, former
physician and carpenter Dr. Matthew Sleeth makes the
convincing case why trees are essential to every Christian's
understanding of God. Yet we've mostly missed how God has
chosen to tell His story--and ours--through the lens of trees.
There's a tree on the first page of Genesis and the last page
of Revelation. The Bible refers to its wisdom as a Tree of Life
(Proverbs 3:18). Every major Biblical character has a tree
associated with them. Jesus himself says he is the true vine
(John 15:1). A tree was used to kill Jesus--and a tree is the
only thing the Messiah ever harmed. This is no accident.
When we subtract trees from Scripture, we miss lessons of
faith necessary for our growth. This is the rare book that
connects those who love the Creator with creation, and those
who love creation with the Creator. It offers inspirational yet
practical ways to express our love for God--and our
neighbors--by planting spiritual trees and physical trees in the
world. Join Dr. Sleeth as he navigates the Bible's trail of trees
to explore the wonders of life, death, and rebirth. You'll be
amazed at how science is just beginning to catch up to the
truths described in Scripture thousands of years ago. Once
you discover the hidden language of trees, your walk through
the woods--and through Scripture--will never be the same.
Jesus called his followers to exchange the heavy yoke
around their necks for his light one. So why are so many
Christians feeling weighed down and burned out? The simple
answer is that they are being told from many pulpits across
the country what they "should be" doing for God. Bestselling
author Andrew Farley calls this for what it is--works-based
religion--and then shares with readers biblical wisdom on the
neglected art of resting in Christ. Anyone longing to
experience true release from the crushing expectations that
the world throws their way will find life and rest in Farley's
revolutionary message.
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Should Your Heart Be Tested or Trusted? Many
believers are convinced they have a “deceitful” and
“wicked” heart that is not to be trusted. Theirs is a faith
of duty and obligation—only a faint imitation of the full and
abundant life Jesus promised. This provocative book
invites you to a radically different approach, an inspiring
move from head to heart that affects every aspect of
your life: how you handle conflict, how you communicate
with and love others, and how you view yourself and
God. There’s a place of purity within you where Jesus
lives. God calls you to live from this perfect place—not
merely from your head, but from your heart. Knowing the
perfect you means no more waiting for closeness with
God. Knowing the perfect you brings a freedom in Jesus
that you’ve never experienced before. “In this
captivating book, Andrew Farley and Tim Chalas invite
you to celebrate God’s perfect (and accurate!) view of
you.” —BART MILLARD, singer/songwriter for MercyMe
We all experience fear, shame, loneliness, broken
homes, or broken hearts. We all hurt and need true,
lasting healing. The trouble, according to bestselling
author Andrew Farley and Bart Millard, lead singer of
MercyMe, is that we don't know where to find it. Inspired
by MercyMe's #1 hit song of the same name, The Hurt &
The Healer reveals exactly how God can be the gentle
healer of all our hurts. Writing from the pain they've
experienced in their lives, Millard and Farley reveal how
their own struggles caused them to feel they had
disappointed God. Through their biblical guidance,
readers will see that God wants them to be open and
honest about their pain. Only then can they discover how
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to exchange destructive thinking patterns for God's view
of them and watch as God's perfect love casts away all
their fears.
Does it burn forever someplace in the middle of the earth
with the damned being cooked by the devil? Hell, every
religion seems to have some version of it. Some beliefs
make God and Satan out to be equal sovereigns reigning
over their respective domains, heaven and hell. Other
beliefs make hell a place of eternal unhappiness. Many
people have turned away from belief in God and many
others are confused about His loving character all
because of a misunderstanding of Hell. Find out what the
Bible really says about hell and put the confusion to rest.
God is a God of love, mercy, and justice, and a correct
understanding of Hell is essential to understanding God's
plan to get rid of sin forever.
How often have you encountered some bizarre doctrine
only to be stunned to hear a Bible verse quoted to
support it? With new religious cults springing up almost
daily and old ones growing rapidly, this is more and more
common. How are they seemingly able to twist Scripture
to mean something orthodox Christians have never
believed it to mean in two thousand years? James Sire,
author of The Universe Next Door and How to Read
Slowly, has isolated twenty separate kinds of reading
errors which are characteristically made by cultists as
they interpret the Bible. He covers the full range from
simple misquotation to complex argumentation which
links one slightly eccentric interpretation to another,
mixes in a few orthodox readings and ends with a
conclusion totally foreign to the biblical world view. Sire
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also handles twisted translation, overspecification, virtue
by association, ignoring the context and other flawed
interpretations. A book to help us all become better
readers of the Scriptures.
“An explosive, fascinating book that reveals how the
Bible cannot be used as a rulebook when it comes to
sex. A terrific read by a top scholar.” —Bart Ehrman,
author of Misquoting Jesus Boston University’s cuttingedge religion scholar Jennifer Wright Knust reveals the
Bible’s contradictory messages about sex in this
thoughtful, riveting, and timely reexploration of the letter
of the gospels. In the tradition of Bart Erhman’s Jesus
Interrupted and John Shelby Spong’s Sins of Scripture,
Knust’s Unprotected Texts liberates us from the
pervasive moralizing—the fickle dos and don’ts—so often
dictated by religious demagogues. Knust’s powerful
reading offers a return to the scripture, away from the
mere slogans to which it is so often reduced.
Observe...Interpet...Apply People with Bibles don't
always know how to use them. They're good at
absorbing and repeating material from sermons,
commentaries, and blogs, but they miss the fullness and
joy that comes from studying the Bible for themselves.
The power to change the world is available, but it goes
untapped. Though study aids are helpful, imagine if your
primary ministry curriculum was Scripture itself. You
could study the Bible, teach people how to study it
themselves, and expect those folks to lead their own
Bible studies with their neighbors, coworkers, and
friends. Each year, you'd see an increasing number of
men and women wield the sword of the Spirit, piercing
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hearts and drawing the lost to Jesus. Ordinary people
can learn to study the Bible. These people may not have
been to seminary. They don't have much free time. But
they love Jesus and want to be more like him. They want
to know him. Knowable Word offers a foundation on why
and how to study the Bible. Using a running study of the
first chapter of Genesis, it illustrates how to observe,
interpret, and apply the Scripture-and gives the vision
behind each step. It also shows how to read each Bible
passage in light of salvation history. But besides being
just a how-to on Bible study, it fuels the desire to learn
and grow through studying the Scriptures. This book will
appeal to three kinds of people: 1. Beginners who love
God and his Word 2.Mature Christians who want to
improve their Bible study skills 3.Leaders who long not
only to teach but also to equip Knowable Word offers
what each group needs: a sensible Bible study method.
By learning to observe, interpret, and apply, ordinary
people will grow extraordinarily close to Jesus Christ as
they learn to study his knowable Word.
The Lord Jesus said in Luke 18:29-30 that, if we leave
our wife for the kingdom of God's sake, we shall receive
manifold more wives in this present age. This book is
both a Bible study on this subject and an account of the
author's experience. If you love women this book is for
you.
High-Interest Guide Sure to Spark Curiosity and
Conversation A surprising number of well-known Bible
verses are commonly misused and misunderstood.
Whether intentionally or not, people take important
verses out of context, and pastor and Bible scholar Eric
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J. Bargerhuff has seen the effects: confusion, faulty
decisions, sin being dismissed, and more. With a deft
touch, he helps readers understand and apply sound
principles of interpretation and application of twenty
familiar verses. This concise high-interest approach
appeals to the curious as well as readers concerned
about incorrect theology.

In just fifteen minutes a day, you can master the 52
most important verses in the Bible in a year. While
there are lots of one-year Bible reading plans, few
help you understand the words that you're reading.
What if we could introduce you to a Bible reading
plan that would dramatically increase your mastery
of the Bible in one year? Mark Moore coaches you
through 52 of the Bible's most important verses.
These are the "core" of the Bible. Each verse clears
the path to master and manage dozens of other
verses that run along the same principle path. At the
end of this journey, you will move from curiosity
about the Bible to competence in the Bible. It is the
quickest onramp to understanding the whole of
God's Word for your life.
MOVING FROM A "BLUEPRINT HERMENEUTIC"
TO A THEOLOGICAL ONE In this book, John Mark
Hicks tells the story of his own hermeneutical
journey in reading the Bible. Lovingly and graciously,
he describes his transition from a "blueprint
hermeneutic" to a theological one. Some suggest
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example-and-necessary-inference approach for
understanding what God requires leaves no other
alternative, or at least none that both respects
biblical authority and seeks to obey the gospel of
Jesus the Messiah. In Searching for the Pattern,
John Mark offers just such an alternative. His
theological hermeneutic is deeply rooted in the way
the Bible presents itself as a dramatic history of
God's plan to redeem the world as well as his own
experience of growing up among Churches of Christ.
Seeing the gospel of Jesus as the center of the
biblical drama reorients us to what provides our
Christian identity and unites us as disciples of Jesus.
********** I pray this book is received with open
hearts and open minds because I believe this work
could go a long way in helping to bring unity to our
fractured fellowship. --Wes McAdams, Preaching
Minister for the church of Christ on McDermott Road,
Plano, Texas This excellent book helps us
understand the inner workings of Bible interpretation
among Churches of Christ and provides a
persuasive proposal for Bible interpretation that is
built on the story of God we find in Scripture--a story
into which God calls us. --James L. Gorman,
Associate Professor of History, Johnson University
Knoxville, Tennessee Finally, a trellis across the
chasm! Throughout this book, Hicks does not
compromise his high regard for both the church and
the Scriptures; and through the grace found therein,
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he composes this urgent invitation back to the Table,
where obedience cooperates with mystery, and
we--estranged or conflicted--can find our place as
one within God's magnificent story. --Tiffany Mangan
Dahlman, Minister at Courtyard Church of Christ,
Fayetteville, North Carolina John Mark Hicks is
Professor of Theology at Lipscomb University in
Nashville, Tennessee. He has taught for thirty-eight
years in schools associated with the Churches of
Christ. He has published fifteen books and lectured
in twenty countries and forty states and is married to
Jennifer. They share six children and six
grandchildren.
This is a practical, down-to-earth book geared to
help people escape from the clutches of churches
that abuse and manipulate.
In this “essential†? (Kirkus) new work, Noel Rae
integrates firsthand accounts into a narrative history
that brings the reader face to face with slavery’s
everyday reality, expertly weaving together
narratives that span hundreds of years. From the
travel journals of sixteenth-century Spanish settlers
who offered religious instruction and “protection†? in
exchange for farm labor, to the diaries of poetess
Phillis Wheatley and Reverend Cotton Mather, to
Central Park designer Frederick Law Olmsted’s
book about traveling through the “cotton states,†? to
an 1880 speech given by Frederick Douglass, Rae
provides a comprehensive accounting of parties from
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throughout the antebellum history of the nation. Rae
also draws on a wide variety of accounts from less
distinguished individuals: a surgeon describes the
brutal treatment and squalid conditions onboard a
slave ship as he made his daily rounds to collect the
dead; an Englishman visiting Haiti observes violent
uprisings as, separated from the population on the
mainland, slaves were able to overpower their
captors.Most significant are the texts from and
interviews with former slaves themselves, ranging
from the famous Solomon Northup to the virtually
unknown Mary Reynolds, who was sold away from
her mother and subsequently bought back not for
sentiment or kindness, but because after losing her
daughter, the family’s wet nurse began to waste
away from grief. Surpassing a dispassionate listing
of atrocities, Rae places the reader within the
era.Drawing on thousands of original sources, The
Great Stain tells of repression and resistance in a
society based on the exploitation of the cheapest
labor and fallacies of racial superiority. Meticulously
researched, this is a work of history that is
profoundly relevant to our world today.
Know Your Bible is a concise, easy-to-understand
guide to God's Word-giving you a helpful and
memorable overview of all 66 books. For each Know
Your Bible provides data on the author and time
frame, a ten-word synopsis, a longer (50-100 word)
summary, thoughts on what makes the book unique
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or unusual, a listing of key verses, and a "So,
What?" section of practical application. It's a
fantastic resource for individuals and ministries!
Brandon O'Brien and Randy Richards shed light on
the ways that Western readers often misunderstand
the cultural dynamics of the Bible. Identifying nine
areas where commonplaces of modern Western
thought diverge with the text, the authors ask us to
reconsider long-held opinions about our most
beloved book.
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