Acces PDF Wellingtons Brigade Commanders Peninsula And Waterloo

Wellingtons Brigade Commanders Peninsula And Waterloo
Wellington's achievements in the Peninsular War cannot be overestimated. At the outset in 1808 Napoleon and his Marshals
appeared unstoppable. By the close Wellington and his Army had convincingly defeated the French and taken the war across the
Pyrenees into France itself. He and his Generals had waged a hugely successful campaign both by conventional means and
guerrilla warfare.This book contains the pithy biographies of some forty senior officers who served Wellington, in the majority of
cases, so ably during this six year war. Many had experience of battle prior to the Peninsular and went on to greater heights
thereafter. There is a section summarizing the major engagements that this 'band of brothers' took part in. The book is arranged in
alphabetical order and each thoroughly researched entry places its subject's life in his historical and political context. The result is
a highly entertaining, informative and authoritative book.
The Guards fought in every major British campaign on the continent during the Napoleonic Wars. They carved their place in
history under commanders such as Sir John Moore and Wellington from Corunna and Talavera during the Peninsula War to their
legendary defence of the Chateau of Hougoumont throughout the battle of Waterloo. Ian Fletcher examines the uniforms and
insignia of the Guards as worn both on campaign and on ceremonial duties in this worthy addition to the Elite series, which
features a wealth of accompanying illustrations including 12 full page colour plates by Bill Younghusband.
Dismissive, conservative and aloof, Wellington treated his artillery with disdain during the Napoleonic Wars – despite their growing
influence on the field of battle. Wellington's Guns exposes, for the very first time, the often stormy relationship between Wellington
and his artillery, how the reluctance to modernize the British artillery corps threatened to derail the British push for victory and how
Wellington's views on the command and appointment structure within the artillery opened up damaging rifts between him and his
men. At a time when artillery was undergoing revolutionary changes – from the use of mountain guns during the Pyrenees
campaign in the Peninsular, the innovative execution of 'danger-close' missions to clear the woods of Hougomont at Waterloo, to
the introduction of creeping barrages and Congreve's rockets – Wellington seemed to remain distrustful of a force that played a
significant role in shaping tactics and changing the course of the war. Using extensive research and first-hand accounts, Colonel
Nick Lipscombe reveals that despite Wellington's brilliance as a field commander, his abrupt and uncompromising leadership style,
particularly towards his artillery commanders, shaped the Napoleonic Wars, and how despite this, the ever-evolving technology
and tactics ensured that the extensive use of artillery became one of the hallmarks of a modern army.
The poor discipline demonstrated by the British cavalry commanded by general Slade at Maguilla in 1812 prompted the Duke of
Wellington's famous remark that British cavalry officers were in the habit of 'galloping at everything. This work rehabilitates the
reputation of the British cavalry in the Peninsula and at Waterloo.
The author of Wellington at Waterloo delivers an in-depth history of the military commander’s tactics and strategy in the
Peninsular War. After gaining strategic and tactical experience in Colonial India, Arthur Wellesley went to battle against French
forces in the Peninsular War. With his decisive victories there, he ascended to the peerage of the United Kingdom as the 1st Duke
of Wellington. Inthis volume, historian Jac Weller delivers a complete account of Wellington’s career on the Iberian Peninsula,
covering all the battles in which he took part. Talavera, The battles of Busaco, Salamanca and Vitoria are among the famous
conflicts Weller brings to life in the lively chronicle, combining meticulous research with extensive visits to the historic battlefields.
Supplementing his accessible narrative with photographs, Weller demonstrates how this great commander finally achieved victory
after six years of battle against Napoleon’s army.
The Duke of Wellington, the most successful of British commanders, set a standard by which all subsequent British generals have
been measured. His defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo in 1815 crowned a reputation first won in India at Assaye and then confirmed
during the Peninsular War, where he followed up his defence of Portugal by expelling the French from Spain. Gordon Corrigan,
himself an ex-soldier, examines his claims to greatness. Wellington was in many ways the first modern general, combining a
mastery of logistics with an ability to communicate and inspire. He had to contend not only with enemy armies but also with his
political masters and an often sceptical public at home.
The Nature and command of the available forces; inter-organizational coordination; coherence between politics, strategy,
operations and tactics; and finally, time. Wellington, Spínola and Petraeus led the effort of vast civilian and military teams that, at
different periods of history and in distinct geographical settings, had the opportunity to apply a holistic command using, to varying
degrees, the above four dimensions. What they achieved from the experiences they led, and the doctrines they used, from what
the reality on the ground showed to them and from the concurrent political decisions that were imposed on them, limiting their own
political and strategic action, is all an important part of this comprehensive study. By studying the applicability in the situations of
Wellington, Spínola and Petraeus, it was possible to extrapolate a general theory about the holistic command of war. One that is
masterfully presented for discussion in this work.
General Rowland Hill, 1st Viscount Hill of Almarez was imaginative, brave – and perhaps more surprisingly for the period in which
he lived an d fought – compassionate towards those under his command. He was a man who frequently led from the front in some
of the deadliest battles ofthe Napoleonic Wars. Hill was given his own ‘detached’ corps and fought his way through Spain,
Portugal and France, winning battles against the odds – such at St Pierre, where he defeated the redoubtable Maréchal Soult
when outnumbered two to one. When ministers at home asked that Hill be allowed to leave the Peninsula and lead an army
elsewhere, Wellington dismissed the idea with ‘Would you cut off my right hand?’ Hill fought at Roliça, Corunna, Talavera,
Bussaco, Almarez, Vitoria and Waterloo. He succeeded the Duke in 1828 as Commander-in-Chief. Based upon theHill papers
made available to Joanna Hill – the General’s great, great, great niece – and a wide range of other primary sources, Wellington’s
Right Hand is an important addition to the literature of the Napoleonic age and in particular to that of the Peninsular War.

Explores the relationship between the French emperor Napoleon Bonaparte and the Duke of Wellington prior to and in
the aftermath of the Battle of Waterloo, the most decisive battle of the nineteenth century.
In this short but eminently concentrated biography, Field-Marshal “Bobs” Roberts V.C., who was among the best loved
of all British commanding officers reviews the military achievements of one of the most successful British generals, the
Duke of Wellington. Eschewing any attempt to cover the Duke’s later life in politics or his private life; Lord Roberts
focusses on the Duke of Wellington’s rise from lowly rank to Napoleon’s nemesis at Waterloo. As the author himself
begins his book; “THE military career of Wellington naturally divides itself into three periods—the Indian period, the
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Peninsular period, and the period during which he commanded the Allied Forces in the Netherlands, terminating in the
battle of Waterloo. I propose, therefore, in three chapters, relating in turn to each of these periods, briefly to describe the
principal incidents of this great soldier’s life, and to show how the experience he gained first in the East, and afterwards
in South-Western Europe, so developed his natural talents and administrative capacity that he was finally able to meet
and overthrow the French Emperor, whose genius for war had up to that date been regarded as absolutely unrivalled.”
Although biographies of Duke of Wellington abound, there few biographies of the generals that fought alongside him and
executed his orders (or in some cases disobeyed them). The author John William Cole was well placed to provide the
details of their lives being a long serving soldier in the British Army; his portraits are full of descriptive detail, without being
too biased, he discusses the contentious issues as well as the victories they achieved. From the fiery, foul-mouthed
Picton, respected but not loved by his men, to the quiet dignified “Daddy” Hill, who was adept at taking care of his own
troops as well as surprising the French; the British generals were a diverse group worthy of individual attention that the
author gave them. This volume chronicles the lives of No. VIII. — SIR THOMAS PICTON. No. IX. — LORD LYNEDOCH.
No. IX. — EARL OF HOPETOUN. No. X. — LORD HILL. No. XII. — MAJOR-GENERAL LE MARCHANT. No. XII. — MAJORGENERAL ROSS. No. XIII. — SIR EDWARD PAKENHAM. Author – John William Cole (????-1870)
Within the grand narrative of the Battle of Waterloo – one that marks the end of Napoleon’s career as conqueror and the
beginning of an extended peace in western Europe – little is known of the formidable efforts made by the Irish who
supplemented the strength of the British Army and, in no small measure, directed the outcome of this vital moment in the
history of the world. Through empirical research, Dan Harvey has delivered a book that reveals the manoeuvres that the
Irish mounted against the French and the courage that they displayed at so many points within the confrontation. Harvey
examines attacks from the French infantry, cavalry and Imperial Guard, revealing how Irish soldiers bore the brunt of
Napoleon’s frontal assault; they suffered many casualties but were also witness to countless feats of valour. A Bloody
Day brings the actions of the Irish at Waterloo into focus, unravelling the true import of their deeds on Sunday, 18 June
1815.
A relatively unexamined aspect of the career of the Duke of Wellington--his command of allied forces occupying
France--serves as the focus of this work. Veve traces the history of the 1815-1818 occupation and the significant role that
Wellington played in making the first multinational peacekeeping force a success. He explores the decisions made and
procedures established by the Duke, and demonstrates that Wellington's command was not simply the final chapter in a
successful military career, but rather an important transition to his future political endeavors.
Though pressed many times to write about his battles and campaigns, the Duke of Wellington always replied that people
should refer to his published dispatches, and he refused to add further to his official correspondence, famously remarking
that: ‘The history of a battle, is not unlike the history of a ball. Some individuals may recollect all the little events of which
the great result is the battle won or lost, but no individual can recollect the order in which, or the exact moment at which,
they occurred, which makes all the difference as to their value or importance.’ Yet Wellington did, in effect, write a history
of the Peninsular War in the form of four lengthy memoranda, summarizing the conduct of the war in 1809, 1810 and
1811 respectively. These lengthy accounts demonstrate Wellington’s unmatched appreciation of the nature of the war in
Spain and Portugal, and relate to the operations of the French and Spanish forces as well as the Anglo-Portuguese army
under his command. Unlike personal diaries or journals written by individual soldiers, with their inevitably limited
knowledge, Wellington was in an unparalleled position to provide a comprehensive overview of the war. Equally, the
memoranda were written as the war unfolded, not tainted with the knowledge of hindsight, providing a unique
contemporaneous commentary. Brought together by renowned historian Stuart Reid with reports and key dispatches
from the other years of the campaign, the result is the story of the Peninsular War told through the writings of the man
who knew and understood the conflict in Iberia better than any other. These memoranda and dispatches have never
been published before in a single connected narrative. Therefore, Wellington’s History of the Peninsular War 1808-1814
offers a uniquely accessible perspective on the conflict in the own words of Britain’s greatest general.
A military historian assesses the leadership style of the man who defeated Napoleon. The Duke of Wellington’s victory at
the Battle of Waterloo cemented his reputation as a great general, and much subsequent writing on his career has taken
an uncritical, sometimes chauvinistic view of his talents. Little has been published that fully pins down the reality of
Wellington’s leadership, clearly identifying his weaknesses as well as his strengths. George E. Jaycock, in this
perceptive and thought-provoking reassessment, does not aim to undermine Wellington’s achievements, but to provide a
more nuanced perspective. He clarifies some simple but fundamental truths regarding his leadership and his
performance as a commander. Through an in-depth study of his actions over the war years of 1808 to 1815, the author
reassesses Wellington’s effectiveness as a commander, the competence of his subordinates, and the qualities of the
troops he led. His study gives a fascinating insight into Wellington’s career and abilities. Wellington’s Command is
absorbing reading for both military historians and those with an interest in the Napoleonic period.
This highly detailed study provides a clear account of how the British Army was organised, who commanded it, and how
it functioned in the field during the Peninsular War. Focusing principally on infantry, cavalry and artillery, including foreign
units in British pay, it provides a detailed and comprehensive order of battle. Doctrine, training, tactics and equipment are
discussed in depth, and medical services and engineers are also covered. Concise biographical details of key
commanders, over 60 unit tree diagrams, organisational tables, plus numerous illustrations make this an essential
reference work for students of this period.
Includes over 100 maps of the actions, engagements and battles of the entire Peninsular War. “The men who stood
beside the Great Duke The Duke of Wellington was indisputably one of the most able military commanders in British
history. He was not only a powerful intellect, but also a man of substantial character...To Wellington, delegation failed to
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come easily...He insisted on a knowledge of all things that might concern him and was prepared to issue directives on all
matters. It is then, unsurprising that he eclipsed his immediate subordinates, senior figures and highly respected
commanders in their own right, who were often given little latitude, and were regularly not fully briefed as to Wellington’s
strategy and grand tactics; for example, at Waterloo, amid flying shot, the duke terrified his staff by appearing to be the
only person in possession of the plan of battle. All this, however, does nothing to diminish the clear contribution many of
those closest to the Great Duke made towards the success of his campaigns. While having lessons to learn from
Wellington they were more than capable military men-if not actually possessed of quite the same degree of military
‘genius’ as their commander in chief. This book chronicles eight of Wellington’s lieutenants as they fought for him in the
Peninsula and at Waterloo. Lord ‘Daddy’ Hill earned his nickname because of his extraordinary concern for the wellbeing of his soldiers; he was Wellington’s most trusted general and was, unusually, given independent command by
Wellington. The fiery Craufurd, leader of the Light Division, could always be depended upon to take the fight to the
enemy-sometimes whether it was prudent to do so or not. Picton, the hard swearing Welshman...Accounts of the
campaigns and actions of these notable soldiers are joined in this riveting book by those of Beresford, Lynedoch,
Hopetoun, Anglesey and Combermere.”-Print ed.
Wellington and Napoleon tells the story of the convergence and final clash of two of the most brilliant commanders ever
to meet on the field of battle. Wellington, his men said, did not know how to lose a battle. But Wellington himself admired
his adversary
The British troops who fought so successfully under the Duke of Wellington during his Peninsular Campaign against
Napoleon have long been branded by the duke’s own words—“scum of the earth”—and assumed to have been society’s
ne’er-do-wells or criminals who enlisted to escape justice. Now Edward J. Coss shows to the contrary that most of these
redcoats were respectable laborers and tradesmen and that it was mainly their working-class status that prompted the
duke’s derision. Driven into the army by unemployment in the wake of Britain’s industrial revolution, they confronted
wartime hardship with ethical values and became formidable soldiers in the bargain These men depended on the king’s
shilling for survival, yet pay was erratic and provisions were scant. Fed worse even than sixteenth-century Spanish galley
slaves, they often marched for days without adequate food; and if during the campaign they did steal from Portuguese
and Spanish civilians, the theft was attributable not to any criminal leanings but to hunger and the paltry rations provided
by the army. Coss draws on a comprehensive database on British soldiers as well as first-person accounts of Peninsular
War participants to offer a better understanding of their backgrounds and daily lives. He describes how these neglected
and abused soldiers came to rely increasingly on the emotional and physical support of comrades and developed their
own moral and behavioral code. Their cohesiveness, Coss argues, was a major factor in their legendary triumphs over
Napoleon’s battle-hardened troops. The first work to closely examine the social composition of Wellington’s rank and file
through the lens of military psychology, All for the King’s Shilling transcends the Napoleonic battlefield to help explain the
motivation and behavior of all soldiers under the stress of combat.
Like the authors previous book, The British Army Against Napoleon, Charging Against Wellington draws heavily on
primary sources, manuals, memoirs, and regimental histories to bring to life the officers and men of the regiments that
fought.The book is divided into three sections. The first contains biographies of 80 generals who led the French cavalry,
focusing on the time they served in the Peninsula and its impact on their careers. Two went on to become Marshals of
France and many were promoted and given greater responsibilities. For others, their careers were damaged while
serving in Spain or Portugal nine were relieved from their commands. Nearly half of the generals were killed, wounded,
captured, or died from their wounds in Spain: a high price for glory.The second section looks at the ever-changing
organization of the cavalry, where the various regiments and brigades were located and who commanded them. This is
not as easy a task as it may appear, because a considerable amount of the cavalry was provisional regiments, consisting
of squadrons drawn from other regiments. By April 1814, the Peninsula cavalry was down to 4,000 men a shadow of the
force that invaded six years before. Charging Against Wellington chronicles all the changes, showing which units left,
when they left, and how their departure impacted the army.The third section looks at the service record of the 70+ French
cavalry regiments that fought in Spain and Portugal. There is a table for each regiment that tracks the regiments colonels,
composition, organization, strength, and casualties while in the Peninsula, and when its various squadrons arrived and
departed.
Written almost a century after the events they describe, Lewis Butler's two volumes on Wellington's Peninsula War
campaigns have rightly been judged a classic of military history. The story of how the Iron Duke turned disaster into
triumph, and defeat into a final victory, has surely never been told with more authority. Volume Two begins with
Wellington besieging and storming Badajoz and Ciudad Roderigo. These successes are followed by the difficult but
decisive campaign culminating in Wellington's victory over Marshal Marmont at Salamanca and his entry into Madrid.
After a difficult winter, Wellington once again resumes the offensive, defeats Marshal Soult at Vitoria and chases him
over the Pyrenees and out of Spain. But Soult's stubborn resistance continues at the battles of Nivelle, the Nive, and
Orthez as the fighting moves towards Toulouse where Wellington fights his final, victoriuous battle of the war as news of
Napoleon's abdication arrives. Both volumes are liberally illustrated with maps and sketches of the battles and other
operations. What Napoleon called his 'Spanish ulcer' has never been more minutely described and dissected, with the
author paying a military man's due attention to the sinews of war as well as to the action.
The Peninsular War began in 1808 with Napoleon at the height of his power and ended with his attempted suicide in
1814. This narrative recalls the horror, excitement and drudgery of history's first guerilla war.
Wellington's commanders were undoubtedly a breed apart. Among these heroes were cavalry officer Henry Paget, who
kept the French horses from the heels of the retreating British infantry with a dashing charge at Benavente, and Thomas
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Picton, who concealed his injuries from his men while commanding to his last breath. This book examines the command
and staff system of Wellington's army during the Napoleonic Wars (1799-1815), and the background, character and war
records of his commanding officers. Numerous illustrations, including eight full colour plates, depict the officers' uniforms
in vivid detail.
At the end of the 18th century Spain remained one of the world's most powerful empires. Portugal, too, was prosperous
at the time. By 1808, everything had changed. Portugal was under occupation and ravaged by famine, disease,
economic problems and political instability. Spain had imploded and worse was to come. For the next six years, the
peninsula was the helpless victim of others, suffering perhaps over a million deaths while troops from all over Europe tore
it to pieces. Charles Esdaile's brilliant new history of the conflict makes plain the scope of the tragedy and its far-reaching
effects, especially the poisonous legacy that produced the Spanish civil war of 1936-9.
The vivid and exciting accounts written from the front line, taking the story of the British war with Napoleon from its desperate beginnings in
Portugal to the final triumph at Waterloo The Duke of Wellington was not only an incomparable battle commander but a remarkably
expressive, fluent and powerful writer. His dispatches have long been viewed as classics of military literature and have been pillaged by all
writers on the Peninsular War and the final campaigns in France and Belgium ever since they were published. This new selection allows the
reader to follow the extraordinary epic in Wellington's own words - from the tentative beginnings in 1808, clinging to a small area of Portugal
in the face of overwhelming French power across the whole of the rest of Europe, to the campaigns that over six years devastated opponent
after opponent. The book ends with Wellington's invasion of France and the coda of 'the 100 days' that ended with Napoleon's final defeat at
Waterloo.
Written almost a century after the events they describe, Lewis Butler's two volumes on Wellington's Peninsula War campaigns have rightly
been judged a classic of military history. The story of how the Iron Duke turned disaster into triumph, and defeat into a final victory, has surely
never been told with more authority. Butler's first volume begins with the Spanish popular revolt against the imposition of Napoleon's brother
Joseph as their king and their appeal to Britain for aid. Early British disasters culminate in Sir John Moore's retreat and death at Corunna.
Wellington fought back at the battles of Talavera and Busaco, but was compelled by Marshal Massena to retreat once more into Portugal,
and only his foresight in constructing the impregnable lines of Torres Vedras, and denuding the country before them, saved the day. The first
volume concludes with Wellington taking the offensive again at the battle of Fuentes d'Onoro and Albuera. Both volumes are liberally
illustrated with maps and sketches of the battles and other operations. What Napoleon called his 'Spanish ulcer' has never been more
minutely described and dissected, with the author paying a military man's due attention to the sinews of war as well as to the action.
The journals of the Honourable James Stanhope are among the most remarkable eyewitness accounts of the Peninsular War and the Battle
of Waterloo, and yet they have never been published before. The long fight against the French in Portugal and Spain, the campaign in
Holland, then the Battle of Waterloo -; James Stanhope lived through all these extraordinary events and recorded them in vivid detail. He
served as an aide de camp to the major commanders of the day -; Wellington, General Graham, Lord Paget, the Duke of York among them.
And he described his experiences and observations in a lucid and candid prose that makes his journals of great historical value and of
compelling interest to us today. His writing gives a graphic inside view of the military and political situation of the time as it was perceived at
the top levels of the British army, and he depicts the daily experience of campaigning during the Napoleonic Wars in an unforgettable way.
AUTHOR: Editor Gareth Glover is a former Royal Navy officer and military historian who has made a special study of the Napoleonic Wars. In
addition to writing many articles on aspects of the subject in magazines and journals, his many books include Voices of Thunder, From
Corunna to Waterloo: The Letters and Journals of Two Napoleonic Hussars 1801-1816, Letters from the Battle of Waterloo: Unpublished
Correspondence by Allied Officers from the Siborne Papers, and Wellington's Lieutenant Napoleon's Gaoler: The Peninsular Letters and St
Helena Diaries of Sir George Ridout Bingham 53rd Regiment. SELLING POINTS: Remarkable, previously unpublished eyewitness account of
the Peninsular War and Waterloo Inside view of the campaigns of the Duke of Wellington Insight into the experience of a British officer during
the Napoleonic Wars 16 illustrations
In February 1810, Wellington formed what became the most famous unit in the Peninsular War: the Light Division. Formed around the 43rd
and 52nd Light Infantry and the 95th Rifles, the exploits of these three regiments is legendary. Over the next 50 months, the division would
fight and win glory in almost every battle and siege of the Peninsular War. Key to the understanding how the division achieved its fame is an
understanding of their excellence and tradition that was established from its founding. It began on the border of Spain and Portugal where it
served as a screen between Wellington’s Army and the French. For six months while vastly outnumbered, it manned outposts, guarded fords
and bridges, and fought numerous skirmishes. When it came time pull back from the border, the division endured a harrowing retreat with a
relentless enemy at their heels. It was during this eventful year it developed an esprit-de-corps and a belief in its leaders and itself that was
unrivaled in Wellington’s Army. Wellington's Light Division in the Peninsular War uses over 100 primary sources to recount the numerous
skirmishes, combats, and battles, as well as the hardships of a year of duty on the front lines. Many of these sources are from British and
Portuguese archives and have never been published before. Others are from long-forgotten books published over 150 years ago. It is through
the words of the officers and men who served with it that this major, and long-anticipated study of the first critical year of the Light Division is
told.
Wellington's Peninsular War provides a concise and comprehensive account that can be enjoyed by both professional and amateur historians
and which includes details of the battlefields as they are today and how to find and explore them. The Peninsular War (1808-1841) was part
of the twenty year struggle against Napoleon Bonaparte that involved campaigns in Europe, the Middle East, Russia, the West Indies, South
America and South Africa and until 1914 was known as 'The Great War'. The author has presented a balanced picture of the whole campaign
and gives due credit to the Spanish and Portuguese efforts without which victory would not have been possible. Arranged in sections, the
author starts with a review of the whole war and the background to it and follows with a complete chronological account of the war year by
year. Finally a chapter on each of the major battles includes maps and photographs of the battlefields, orders of battle and instructions on
how to find the battlefield today and what to see there. The maps show the ground as it was at the time but also include modern features to
identify where the fighting took place enabling the reader to stand where Wellington would have stood when surveying the battlefield.
The author has done a quite outstanding job of editing and footnoting this rare memoir . . . this will be of genuine interest to the Peninsular
War historian or enthusiast.' Philip Haythornthwaite??John Vandeleur's letters home to his mother are a lively and engaging account of active
service during the Napoleonic Wars, recounting everything from day-to-day life on campaign to the experience of pitched battle at Vitoria and
Waterloo. ??As first a light infantryman and then a light cavalryman, Vandeleur was frequently on the outposts of Wellington's forces, in
frequent contact with the French and often obliged to live a rough-and-ready lifestyle as a result. The conditions that he endured, and the
camaraderie that sustained him, are vividly recounted in this fascinating collection _ previously only available in an extremely rare private
publication over a century ago. ??Expertly edited and enhanced with contemporary documents and commentary by Andrew Bamford, this is
an outstanding contribution to our understanding of the Peninsular War and Waterloo campaign.
Wellington's clash with Massena was one of the most remarkable contests between two commanders in the Peninsular War. These two
formidable generals carried on a campaign of maneuver, battle and attrition across Spain and Portugal in 1810 and 1811 which had a
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decisive impact on the outcome of the war. Wellington's reputation was enhanced, Massena's was ruined.David Buttery's close analysis of
this extraordinary encounter offers a penetrating insight into the personalities of these two outstanding soldiers. Using a variety of sources, in
particular eyewitness accounts from both sides, he reassesses the famous confrontations at Ciudad Rodrigo, Almeida, Busaco, the lines of
Torres Vedras and the final bitterly fought battle at Fuentes de Ooro.He sheds new light on this pivotal episode in the Napoleonic Wars and
his account corrects the one-sided view of the campaign that has survived to the present day. In particular he reconsiders the true cost of the
scorched earth policy that was employed against the French
Recent research into the Duke of Wellington's armies during the Peninsular War and the Waterloo campaign has enhanced our
understanding of the men he led, and this new biographical guide to his brigade commanders is a valuable contribution to this growing field.
Ron McGuigan and Robert Burnham have investigated the lives and careers of a group of men who performed a vital role in Wellington's
chain of command. These officers were the brigadiers and major generals who, for a variety of reasons, never made the jump to become
permanent division commanders. Their characters, experience and level of competence were key factors in the successes and failures of the
army as a whole. Their biographies give us a fascinating insight into their individual backgrounds, their strengths and weaknesses, and the
makeup of the society they came from. Each biography features a table covering essential information on the individual, his birth and death
dates, the dates of his promotions and details of his major commands. This is followed by a concise account of his life and service.

In this book, first published in 1907, all three parts of Wellington’s Campaigns, hitherto published separately, are brought
out together in one volume. The consolidated volume covers all campaigns fought during the Peninsula War in Portugal,
Spain, and the South of France between 1808 and 1814 and concludes with the Waterloo campaign in 1815. It also
contains an additional Appendix concerning the influence of certain Spanish operations and special circumstances in
Spain upon the movements of Moore and Wellington. Richly illustrated throughout with sketch maps and plans.
Over two hundred years ago, on 21 June 1813, just southwest of Vitoria in northern Spain, the British, Portuguese and
Spanish army commanded by the Duke of Wellington confronted the French army of Napoleon’s brother Joseph. Hours
later Wellington’s forces won an overwhelming victory and, after six years of bitter occupation, the French were ousted
from Iberia. This is the critical battle that Carole Divall focuses on in this vivid, scholarly study of the last phase of the
Peninsular War. The battle was the pivotal event of the 1813 campaign - it was fatal to French interests in Spain - but it is
also significant because it demonstrated Wellington’s confidence in his allied army and in himself. The complexity of the
manoeuvres he expected his men to carry out and the shrewd strategic planning that preceded the battle were quite
remarkable. As well as giving a graphic close description of each stage of the battle, Carole Divall sets it in the wider
scope of the Peninsular War. Through the graphic recollections of the men who were there – from commanders to the
merest foot soldiers – she offers us a direct insight into the reality of combat during the Napoleonic Wars.
“These fascinating and valuable studies supplement Sir Charles Oman’s major works about the Napoleonic Wars
—Wellington’s Army and the majestic seven-volume History of the Peninsular War. The subjects of study range widely
and interestingly. They include a discussion of the views of historians from the time of Herodotus to the nineteenth
century, and an account of the Secret Service which, as the author says in his Preface, illustrates “the underworld of
political and military intrigue which escapes notice in general histories”. Here, too, are Oman’s seminal reflections on
“Column and Line in the Peninsula”. Along with his study of the Battle of Maida, also included in the book, this was the
result of his investigation of British tactics before the Peninsular War, upon which he based his comprehension of
Wellington’s method of warfare. The discussion of Napoleon’s use of cavalry draws from the whole period of the
campaigns of 1800 to 1815, arising from the author’s endeavours to discover the principles according to which
Napoleon’s generals handled cavalry during the Spanish War. The reappearance of these absorbing studies by one of
the great masters of British military history will be warmly welcomed by specialist historians and general readers
alike.”-Print ed.
During the eighteenth century there was no love lost between Britain and her army. Edmund Burke had laid down that 'an
armed and disciplined body is, in its essence, dangerous to liberty.' Admitting, without enthusiasm, that they had to have
some kind of army, it was provided with a system of control ostensibly designed to ensure that it could not menace civil
liberty -- a complex system which led to Wellington's victory over the French because he was able to manage the
administrative hydra in England. His self-set task was 'to do the best I can with the instruments that have been sent to
assist me.' Michael Glover unravels the web of complexity over which the commander and his forces won a notable
victory -- as well as the French. He describes the recruiting of officers and other ranks, the achievement of advance by
purchase, all the services, and how these component parts worked in together. He demonstrates how this machine
operated in action and rounds off his account with a portrait of Wellington himself.
To most students of the Peninsular War the name Robert Craufurd evokes images of a battle-hardened martinet, flogging
his men across Portugal and Spain, driving them hard and generally taking a tough stance against anything and
everything that did not meet with his own strict disciplinarian code. But that is only a partial picture of this most complex
character, and it is the other side of Craufurd’s personality that is revealed in this, the first full-length biography to be
written in the last hundred years. Craufurd’s letters to his wife are published here for the first time, and they show that he
was a far more interesting and varied man in his private life than he appeared to be on campaign. Ian Fletcher follows
Craufurd’s controversial career from India, Ireland and South America to the Iberian Peninsula where he achieved
immortality as one of Wellington’s finest generals.
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