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Wild Swans Three Daughters Of China
One of the great figures of the twentieth century, Chairman Mao looms
irrepressibly over the economic rise of China. Mao Zedong was the leader of a
revolution, a communist who lifted hundreds of millions out of poverty, an
aggressive and distrustful leader, and a man responsible for more civilian deaths
than perhaps any other historical figure. Now, four decades after Mao's death,
acclaimed biographer Philip Short presents a fully updated and revised edition of
his ground-breaking and masterly biography. Vivid, uncompromising and
unflinching, Short presents in one-volume the man behind the propaganda - his
family, his beliefs and his horrors. In doing so he shows us both the human being
Mao was, and the monster he became.
Born into a devoutly Maoist family in 1950s Shanghai and forced to work on a
communal farm from the age of seventeen, Anchee Min found herself in an
alienating and hostile political climate, where her only friendships were perilous
and intense. Both candid and touching, this compelling memoir documents her
isolation and illicit love against the backdrop of China's Cultural Revolution. From
her coming of age in the Red Guard to her recruitment into Madame Mao's
burgeoning industry of propaganda movies, Red Azalea explores the secret
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sensuality of a repressive society with elegance and honesty.
A tale loosely based on the author's early adulthood follows the experiences of a
struggling actress and outspoken businesswoman whose ambitions lead her
through several high-profile relationships.
Ending Up is a grimly hilarious dance of death, full of bickering, bitching,
backstabbing, drinking (of course), and idiocy of all sorts. It is a book about dying
people and about a dying England, clinging to its memories of greatness as it
succumbs to terminal decay. Everyone wants a comfortable place to die, and
Kingsley Amis’s characters have found it in Tuppeny-happeny Cottage, where
assorted septuagenarians have come together to see one another out the door of
life. There’s grotesque Adela, whose sole passion is her cheapness; her brother
Brigadier Bernard Bastable, always strategizing a new retreat to the bathroom
before sallying forth to play some especially nasty practical joke; Shorty, the
servant, who years ago had a fling with the brigadier in the barracks and now
organizes his day around a trail of hidden bottles; George Zeyer, the
distinguished professor of history, bedridden and helpless to articulate his stillcoherent thoughts; and Marigold, who slowly but surely is forgetting it all. And
now it is Christmas. Children and grandchildren are coming to visit their ailing
elders. They don’t know what lies in store before the story ends. None of us do.
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The most authoritative life of the Chinese leader every written, Mao: The
Unknown Story is based on a decade of research, and on interviews with many
of Mao’s close circle in China who have never talked before — and with virtually
everyone outside China who had significant dealings with him. It is full of startling
revelations, exploding the myth of the Long March, and showing a completely
unknown Mao: he was not driven by idealism or ideology; his intimate and
intricate relationship with Stalin went back to the 1920s, ultimately bringing him to
power; he welcomed Japanese occupation of much of China; and he schemed,
poisoned, and blackmailed to get his way. After Mao conquered China in 1949,
his secret goal was to dominate the world. In chasing this dream he caused the
deaths of 38 million people in the greatest famine in history. In all, well over 70
million Chinese perished under Mao’s rule — in peacetime.
The long-awaited continuation of the bestselling classic The Spiral Dance
Explore the majestic, biodiverse world with Australia’s very own jungle vet. Fresh
from veterinarian school, passionate conservationist Dr Chloe Buiting headed for
the frontline of South Africa’s rhino-poaching crisis, going on to live and work
with Masai communities in Northern Tanzania. And the adventures just kept on
coming! From catching wild giraffes by helicopter in Zimbabwe to treating
elephants with prosthetic legs in Asia, fitting toucans with 3D-printed beaks in
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Central America and attending to endangered orangutans in central Borneo.
Chloe’s compassion for animals in their natural habitat pushes her into aweinspiring locations – and hair-raising situations. See what life is like in a job where
no day is ever the same. Go on a journey into the eye-popping world of
conservation, where run-ins with incredible creatures are commonplace.
A Magnificent Work is an autobiographical exploration of the interconnectedness
of toxic masculinity, White supremacy, and settler colonialism within the context
of Canadian-occupied territories. It is a work of “documentary fiction” (to use the
term of W. G. Sebald) or “autotheory” (as proposed by Maggie Nelson).
Oudshoorn moves from relating his personal experiences as both a son and a
father to exploring the ways in which similar events have played out on a much
larger scale within the Canadian occupation. Special attention is given to the
history of the Mohawk Institute, Canada’s oldest and longest-running “Indian
Residential School.” Thus, although an Anglican bishop once described the
Mohawk Institute as “a magnificent work,” Oudshoorn argues that the truly
magnificent work that awaits people like him—notably, cishet male settlers of
Christian and European descent—is the process of embodying a gentle
masculinity, recovering a sense of one’s proper place of connectedness within a
network of relationships with varying degrees of responsibility and accountability,
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and striving towards decolonization.
An authoritative history of five millennia of Chinese history
The Trueba family embodies strong feelings. This family saga starts at the
beginning of the 20th century and continues through the assassination of Allende
in 1973.
A New York Times Notable Book Empress Dowager Cixi (1835–1908) is the most
important woman in Chinese history. She ruled China for decades and brought a
medieval empire into the modern age. At the age of sixteen, in a nationwide
selection for royal consorts, Cixi was chosen as one of the emperor’s numerous
concubines. When he died in 1861, their five-year-old son succeeded to the
throne. Cixi at once launched a palace coup against the regents appointed by her
husband and made herself the real ruler of China—behind the throne, literally, with
a silk screen separating her from her officials who were all male. In this
groundbreaking biography, Jung Chang vividly describes how Cixi fought against
monumental obstacles to change China. Under her the ancient country attained
virtually all the attributes of a modern state: industries, railways, electricity, the
telegraph and an army and navy with up-to-date weaponry. It was she who
abolished gruesome punishments like “death by a thousand cuts” and put an
end to foot-binding. She inaugurated women’s liberation and embarked on the
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path to introduce parliamentary elections to China. Chang comprehensively
overturns the conventional view of Cixi as a diehard conservative and cruel
despot. Cixi reigned during extraordinary times and had to deal with a host of
major national crises: the Taiping and Boxer rebellions, wars with France and
Japan—and an invasion by eight allied powers including Britain, Germany, Russia
and the United States. Jung Chang not only records the Empress Dowager’s
conduct of domestic and foreign affairs, but also takes the reader into the depths
of her splendid Summer Palace and the harem of Beijing’s Forbidden City,
where she lived surrounded by eunuchs—one of whom she fell in love, with tragic
consequences. The world Chang describes here, in fascinating detail, seems
almost unbelievable in its extraordinary mixture of the very old and the very new.
Based on newly available, mostly Chinese, historical documents such as court
records, official and private correspondence, diaries and eyewitness accounts,
this biography will revolutionize historical thinking about a crucial period in
China’s—and the world’s—history. Packed with drama, fast paced and gripping, it
is both a panoramic depiction of the birth of modern China and an intimate
portrait of a woman: as the concubine to a monarch, as the absolute ruler of a
third of the world’s population, and as a unique stateswoman.
A Chinese woman chronicles the struggle of her grandmother, her mother, and
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herself to survive in a China torn apart by wars, invasions, revolution, and
continuing upheaval, from 1907 to the present.
As a giant of 20th century history, Mao Zedong played many roles: peasant
revolutionary, patriotic leader against the Japanese occupation, Marxist
theoretician, modernizer, and visionary despot. This Very Short Introduction
chronicles Mao's journey from peasant child to ruler of the most populous nation
on Earth. He was a founder of both the Chinese Communist Party and the Red
Army, and for many years he fought on two fronts, for control of the Party and in
an armed struggle for the Party's control of the country. His revolution unified
China and began its rise to world power status. He was the architect of the Great
Leap Forward that he hoped would make China both prosperous and egalitarian,
but instead ended in economic disaster resulting in millions of deaths. It was
Mao's growing suspicion of his fellow leaders that led him to launch the Cultural
Revolution, and his last years were dogged by ill-health and his despairing
attempts to find a successor whom he trusted. Delia Davin provides an invaluable
introduction to Mao, showing him in all his complexity; ruthless, brutal, and
ambitious, a man of enormous talent and perception, yet a leader who is still
detested by some and venerated by others. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very
Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of
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titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way
to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts,
analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
The national-bestselling memoir of a woman’s resistance and struggles in
Communist China—“an absorbing story of resourcefulness and courage” (The
New York Times). A NEW YORK TIMES BEST BOOK OF THE YEAR In August
1966, a group of Red Guards ransacked the home of Nien Cheng. Her
background made her an obvious target for the fanatics of the Cultural
Revolution: educated in London, the widow of an official of Chiang Kai-shek’s
regime, and an employee of Shell Oil. When she refused to confess that any of
this made he an enemy of the state, she was placed in solitary confinement,
where she would remain for more than six years. Life and Death in Shanghai
recounts the story of Nien Cheng’s imprisonment—a time of extreme deprivation
which she met with heroic resistance—as well as her quest for justice when she
was released. It is also the story of a country torn apart by Mao Tse-tung’s
vicious campaign to topple party moderates. An incisive, personal account of a
terrifying chapter in twentieth-century history, Life and Death in Shanghai is also
an astounding portrait of one woman’s courage.
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China is now poised to take a key role on the world stage, but in the early
twentieth century the situation could not have been more different. Rana Mitter
goes back to this pivotal moment in Chinese history to uncover the origins of the
painful transition from a premodern past into a modern world. By the 1920s the
seemingly civilized world shaped over the last two thousand years by the legacy
of the great philosopher Confucius was falling apart in the face of western
imperialism and internal warfare. Chinese cities still bore the imprints of its
ancient past with narrow, lanes and temples to long-worshipped gods, but these
were starting to change with the influx of foreign traders, teachers, and
missionaries, all eager to shape China's ancient past into a modern present.
Mitter takes us through the resulting social turmoil and political promise, the
devastating war against Japan in the 1940s, Communism and the Cultural
Revolution of the 1960s, and the new era of hope in the 1980s ended by the
Tian'anmen uprising. He reveals the impetus behind the dramatic changes in
Chinese culture and politics as being China's "New Culture" - a strain of thought
which celebrated youth, individualism, and the heady mixture of strange and
seductive new cultures from places as far apart as America, India, and Japan.
They were the most famous women in China. As the country battled through a
hundred years of wars, revolutions and seismic transformations, the three Soong
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sisters from Shanghai were at the center of power, and each of them left an
indelible mark on history. Red Sister, Ching-ling, married the 'Father of China',
Sun Yat-sen, and rose to be Mao's vice-chair. Little Sister, May-ling, became
Madame Chiang Kai-shek, first lady of pre-Communist Nationalist China and a
major political figure in her own right. Big Sister, Ei-ling, became Chiang's
unofficial main adviser - and made herself one of China's richest women. Big
Sister, Little Sister, Red Sister is a gripping story of love, war, intrigue, bravery,
glamour and betrayal, which takes us on a sweeping journey from Canton to
Hawaii to New York, from exiles' quarters in Japan and Berlin to secret meeting
rooms in Moscow, and from the compounds of the Communist elite in Beijing to
the corridors of power in democratic Taiwan. In a group biography that is by turns
intimate and epic, Jung Chang reveals the lives of three extraordinary women
who helped shape twentieth-century China.
The summer before Ivy's senior year is going to be golden-all bonfires, barbeques, and
spending time with her best friends. For once, she will just get to be. No summer
classes, none of Granddad's intense expectations to live up to the family name. For
generations, the Milbourn women have lead extraordinary lives-and died young and
tragically. Granddad calls it a legacy, but Ivy considers it a curse. Why else would her
mother have run off and abandoned her as a child? But when her mother unexpectedly
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returns home with two young daughters in tow, all of the stories Ivy wove to protect her
heart start to unravel. The very people she once trusted now speak in lies. And all of
Ivy's ambition and determination cannot defend her against the secrets of the Milbourn
past...
Describes the changing reality of women's lives during the China's republican,
revolutionary and reform eras
In luminous prose, award-winning author Yiyun Li weaves together the lives of
unforgettable characters who are forced to make moral choices, and choices for
survival, in China in the late 1970s. Shortlisted for the 2011 International IMPAC Dublin
Literary Award Morning dawns on the provincial city of Muddy River. A young woman,
Gu Shan, a bold spirit and a follower of Chairman Mao, has renounced her faith in
Communism. Now a political prisoner, she is to be executed for her dissent. Her
distraught mother, determined to follow the custom of burning her only child’s clothing
to ease her journey into the next world, is about to make another bold decision. Shan’s
father, Teacher Gu, who has already, in his heart and mind, buried his rebellious
daughter, begins to retreat into memories. Neither of them imagines that their
daughter’s death will have profound and far-reaching effects, in Muddy River and
beyond. In luminous prose, Yiyun Li weaves together the lives of these and other
unforgettable characters, including a serious seven-year-old boy, Tong; a crippled girl
named Nini; the sinister idler Bashi; and Kai, a beautiful radio news announcer who is
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married to a man from a powerful family. Life in a world of oppression and pain is
portrayed through stories of resilience, sacrifice, perversion, courage, and belief. We
read of delicate moments and acts of violence by mothers, sons, husbands, neighbors,
wives, lovers, and more, as Gu Shan’s execution spurs a brutal government reaction.
Writing with profound emotion, and in the superb tradition of fiction by such writers as
Orhan Pamuk and J. M. Coetzee, Yiyun Li gives us a stunning novel that is at once a
picture of life in a special part of the world during a historic period, a universal portrait of
human frailty and courage, and a mesmerizing work of art. Praise for The Vagrants
“She bridges our world to the Chinese world with a mind that is incredibly supple and
subtle.”—W Magazine “A Balzacian look at one community’s suppressed loves and
betrayals.”—Vogue “A sweeping novel of struggle, survival, and love in the time of
oppression. . . . [an] illuminating, morally complex, and symphonic novel.”—O Magazine
Daughter of the Forest is a testimony to an incredible author's talent, a first novel and
the beginning of a trilogy like no other: a mixture of history and fantasy, myth and
magic, legend and love. Lord Colum of Sevenwaters is blessed with six sons: Liam, a
natural leader; Diarmid, with his passion for adventure; twins Cormack and Conor, each
with a different calling; rebellious Finbar, grown old before his time by his gift of the
Sight; and the young, compassionate Padriac. But it is Sorcha, the seventh child and
only daughter, who alone is destined to defend her family and protect her land from the
Britons and the clan known as Northwoods. For her father has been bewitched, and her
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brothers bound by a spell that only Sorcha can lift. To reclaim the lives of her brothers,
Sorcha leaves the only safe place she has ever known, and embarks on a journey filled
with pain, loss, and terror. When she is kidnapped by enemy forces and taken to a
foreign land, it seems that there will be no way for her to break the spell that condemns
all that she loves. But magic knows no boundaries, and Sorcha will have to choose
between the life she has always known and a love that comes only once. Juliet Marillier
is a rare talent, a writer who can imbue her characters and her story with such warmth,
such heart, that no reader can come away from her work untouched. At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital Rights Management Software (DRM)
applied.
The Wild Swans at Coole by William Butler Yeats, first published in 1919, is a rare
manuscript, the original residing in one of the great libraries of the world. This book is a
reproduction of that original, which has been scanned and cleaned by state-of-the-art
publishing tools for better readability and enhanced appreciation. Restoration Editors'
mission is to bring long out of print manuscripts back to life. Some smudges,
annotations or unclear text may still exist, due to permanent damage to the original
work. We believe the literary significance of the text justifies offering this reproduction,
allowing a new generation to appreciate it.
NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER Perhaps the most influential sovereign England has
ever known, Queen Elizabeth I remained an extremely private person throughout her
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reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no one--not even her closest,
most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating new book,
acclaimed biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh
insights on this enigmatic figure. Against a lavish backdrop of pageantry and passion,
intrigue and war, Weir dispels the myths surrounding Elizabeth I and examines the
contradictions of her character. Elizabeth I loved the Earl of Leicester, but did she
conspire to murder his wife? She called herself the Virgin Queen, but how chaste was
she through dozens of liaisons? She never married—was her choice to remain single
tied to the chilling fate of her mother, Anne Boleyn? An enthralling epic that is also an
amazingly intimate portrait, The Life of Elizabeth I is a mesmerizing, stunning reading
experience.
Elise is the foster-daughter of the King of Arcainia, a mathematician, and the country's
treasurer. She is not a hero. But when her step-mother, a wicked witch, curses Elise's
seven foster-brothers-the princes of Arcainia-and turns them into swans, Elise is the
only one who can save them. To break the curse, she must knit seven shirts made of
stinging nettles, but there's a catch. She has to complete the shirts without uttering a
word, and if she doesn't finish the task, Arcainia and her foster-brothers will be lost.
THE WILD SWANS is a retelling of the German Six Swans fairytale and the Dutch Wild
Swans fairytale. It is a story of humor, love, adventure, and magic, and it is part of the
top selling Timeless Fairy Tales series-a series comprised of loosely related
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adaptations of your favorite fairytales. All Timeless Fairy Tales take place in the same
world and can be read all together, or as individual, stand-alone books
Through the sweeping cultural and historical transformations of China, entrepreneur
Lan Yan traces her family’s history through early 20th Century to present day. The
history of the Yan family is inseparable from the history of China over the last century.
One of the most influential business leaders of China today, Lan Yan grew up in the
company of the country’s powerful elite, including Mao Zedong, Zhou Enlai, and Deng
Xiaoping. Her grandfather, Yan Baohang, originally a nationalist and ally of Chiang Kaishek, later joined the communists and worked as a spy during World War II, never
falling out of favor with Soong May-ling, aka Mrs. Chiang Kai-shek. Lan’s parents were
diplomats, and her father, Yan Mingfu, was Mao’s personal Russian translator. In spite
of their elevated status, the Yan’s family life was turned upside down by the Cultural
Revolution. One night in 1967, in front of a terrified ten-year-old Lan, Red Guards burst
into the family home and arrested her grandfather. Days later, her father was arrested,
accused of spying for the Soviet Union. Her mother, Wu Keilang, was branded a
counter-revolutionary and forced to go with her daughter to a re-education camp for five
years, where Lan came of age as a high school student. In recounting her family
history, Lan Yan brings to life a century of Chinese history from the last emperor to
present day, including the Cultural Revolution which tore her childhood apart. The
reader obtains a rare glimpse into the mysteries of a system which went off the rails
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and would decimate a large swathe of the intellectual, economic and political elite
country. The little girl who was crushed by the Cultural Revolution has become one of
the most active businesswomen in her country. In telling her and her family’s story, Lan
Yan serves up an intimate account of the history of contemporary China.

During the Chinese Cultural Revolution, two boys are sent to the country for
reeducation, where their lives take an unexpected turn when they meet the
beautiful daughter of a local tailor and stumble upon a forbidden stash of Western
literature.
Based on Hans Christian Andersen’s “The Wild Swans,” this enchanting fantasy
by Diane Zahler, author of The Thirteenth Princess and A True Princess, is a tale
of family, bravery . . . and a terrible spell. Princess Meriel’s brothers have been
cursed. An evil enchantment cast by their conniving new stepmother has
transformed the handsome princes into swans. They now swim forlornly on a
beautiful heart-shaped lake that lies just beyond the castle walls. Meriel will do
whatever it takes to rescue her beloved brothers. But she must act quickly. If
Heart Lake freezes, her brothers will be forced to fly south or perish. With help
from her newfound friends Riona and Liam—a beautiful half-witch and her clever
brother—Meriel vows to finish a seemingly impossible task. If she completes it, her
brothers may be saved. But if she fails . . . all will be lost.
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Where there is wealth and power, there is someone willing to do anything to take
it. England, 1381: Delia’s idyllic life as daughter of an earl is shattered when her
father dies and his wife accuses Delia’s seven brothers of treason and murder.
The youngest is only ten years old, but this doesn’t stop guard captain Sir
Geoffrey from hauling them off to London Tower. They await a grim fate, as the
child-king Richard II is executing anyone who poses a threat to his throne. Delia
is their only hope for pardon and freedom. Sir Geoffrey did not expect his first
assignment as a guard captain to be the arrest of boys so young. He dutifully
imprisons the brothers in London Tower, but he can’t ignore the sense, rooted in
personal experience, that injustice and treachery are at work. Determined to
rescue her brothers, Delia secures a position as a seamstress to the queen. Her
quest is all but impossible, though, because the young King Richard II is
executing everyone affiliated with the rebellion. Can she trust Sir Geoffrey to be
her ally in a court where everyone has an agenda? Can he make amends and
help Delia without losing his own head? From New York Times bestselling author
Melanie Dickerson comes a tender retelling of “The Wild Swans,” where the
virtues of loyalty and love face a harrowing showdown with power and fear.
“Dickerson continues to impress!” —Caroline George, author of Dearest
Josephine Includes Discussion Questions for Book Clubs
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Few books have had such an impact as Wild Swans: a popular bestseller which
has sold more than 13 million copies and a critically acclaimed history of China; a
tragic tale of nightmarish cruelty and an uplifting story of bravery and survival.
Through the story of three generations of women in her own family - the
grandmother given to the warlord as a concubine, the Communist mother and the
daughter herself - Jung Chang reveals the epic history of China's twentieth
century. Breathtaking in its scope, unforgettable in its descriptions, this is a
masterpiece which is extraordinary in every way.
Young Eliza and her eleven brothers' lives are transformed when a plague
ravages the Kingdom of the North and kills their mother, the Queen. When their
father remarries, their brilliant and "unusual" new stepmother becomes obsessed
with finding a cure for the plague and protecting her new family - so obsessed
that she decides to turn the boys into swans so they can fly away from the
plague, and to send Eliza to a far-away village the plague hasn't touched. Years
later, the Queen discovers a cure for the plague just before she dies from it
herself. With the kingdom in chaos, it's up to teenaged Eliza to find her brothers,
break the Queen's spell on them, return home to cure the plague - and claim her
rightful place in the kingdom! AGES: 6 to 10 AUTHOR: Xanthe Gresham Knight
used to save her bus fare for school by walking through the park, memorizing
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beautiful things. She is now an acclaimed writer and storyteller who performs
across Europe and North America. Xanthe lives in East Sussex, England. She
has written Thumbelina and The Princess and the Pea for Barefoot Books.
SELLING POINTS: * A bold, empowered, feminist retelling of the classic Hans
Christian Andersen tale of the lengths a brave young girl will go to for her family.
Protagonist Eliza uses her bravery, loyalty, persistence and skill in weaving to
solve a problem and save the day. * Eliza's relationships with her brothers,
stepmother, foster family and the King of the South are all positively depicted,
overturning the common fairy tales tropes of the evil stepmother and heroine
rewarded with marriage. * Illustrated with great detail by French artist Charlotte
Gastaut. Both the interior and cover includes a special effect: accents of a
shimmery metallic gold ink. Charming text by renowned English storyteller
Xanthe Gresham Knight is full of quirky dialogue and poetic flourishes to delight
young readers.
The story of three generations in twentieth-century China that blends the intimacy
of memoir and the panoramic sweep of eyewitness history—a bestselling classic
in thirty languages with more than ten million copies sold around the world, now
with a new introduction from the author. An engrossing record of Mao’s impact
on China, an unusual window on the female experience in the modern world, and
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an inspiring tale of courage and love, Jung Chang describes the extraordinary
lives and experiences of her family members: her grandmother, a warlord’s
concubine; her mother’s struggles as a young idealistic Communist; and her
parents’ experience as members of the Communist elite and their ordeal during
the Cultural Revolution. Chang was a Red Guard briefly at the age of fourteen,
then worked as a peasant, a “barefoot doctor,” a steelworker, and an electrician.
As the story of each generation unfolds, Chang captures in gripping, moving—and
ultimately uplifting—detail the cycles of violent drama visited on her own family
and millions of others caught in the whirlwind of history.
Tamerlane, the Ottomans, the Mughals, the Manchus, the British, the Japanese,
the Nazis, and the Soviets: All built empires meant to last forever; all were to fail.
But, as John Darwin shows in this magisterial book, their empire-building created
the world we know today. From the death of Tamerlane in 1405, to America's rise
to world "hyperpower," to the resurgence of China and India as global economic
powers, After Tamerlane is a grand historical narrative that offers a new
perspective on the past, present, and future of empires.
This accessible autobiography is the true story of one girl's determination to hold
her family together during one of the most terrifying eras of the twentieth century.
It's 1966, and twelve-year-old Ji-li Jiang has everything a girl could want: brains,
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friends, and a bright future in Communist China. But it's also the year that China's
leader, Mao Ze-dong, launches the Cultural Revolution—and Ji-li's world begins to
fall apart. Over the next few years, people who were once her friends and
neighbors turn on her and her family, forcing them to live in constant terror of
arrest. When Ji-li's father is finally imprisoned, she faces the most difficult
dilemma of her life. A personal and painful memoir—a page-turner as well as
excellent material for social studies curricula—Red Scarf Girl also includes a
thorough glossary and pronunciation guide. Supports the Common Core State
Standards
"From the cry of a tiny insect, one can hear the sound of a vast world. . . ." So
begins Zhang Daye’s preface to The World of a Tiny Insect, his haunting memoir
of war and its aftermath. In 1861, when China’s devastating Taiping rebellion
began, Zhang was seven years old. The Taiping rebel army occupied Shaoxing,
his hometown, and for the next two years, he hid from Taiping soldiers, local
bandits, and imperial troops and witnessed gruesome scenes of violence and
death. He lost friends and family and nearly died himself from starvation, illness,
and encounters with soldiers on a rampage. Written thirty years later, The World
of a Tiny Insect gives voice to this history. A rare premodern Chinese literary
work depicting a child’s perspective, Zhang’s sophisticated text captures the
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macabre images, paranoia, and emotional excess that defined his wartime
experience and echoed through his adult life. The structure, content, and imagery
of The World of a Tiny Insect offer a carefully constructed, fragmented narrative
that skips in time and probes the relationships between trauma and memory,
revealing both history and its psychic impact. Xiaofei Tian’s annotated translation
includes an introduction that situates The World of a Tiny Insect in Chinese
history and literature and explores the relevance of the book to the workings of
traumatic memory.
'Rose Tremain does not disappoint. As always her writing has a delicious,
crunchy precision.' Observer A wise and witty look at the contemporary migrant
experience. Lev is on his way from Eastern Europe to Britain, seeking work.
Behind him loom the figures of his dead wife, his beloved young daughter and his
outrageous friend Rudi who - dreaming of the wealthy West - lives largely for his
battered Chevrolet. Ahead of Lev lies the deep strangeness of the British: their
hostile streets, their clannish pubs, their obsession with celebrity. London holds
out the alluring possibility of friendship, sex, money and a new career and, if Lev
is lucky, a new sense of belonging... 'A novel of urgent humanity' Sunday
Telegraph
Now known to the Chinese as the "ten years of chaos," the Chinese Cultural
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Revolution (1966–76) brought death to thousands of Chinese and persecution to
millions. In Rhetoric of the Chinese Cultural Revolution Xing Lu identifies the
rhetorical practices and persuasive effects of the polarizing political language and
symbolic practices used by Communist Party leaders to legitimize their use of
power and violence to dehumanize people identified as class enemies. Lu
provides close readings of the movement's primary texts—political slogans, official
propaganda, wall posters, and the lyrics of mass songs and model operas. She
also scrutinizes such ritualistic practices as the loyalty dance, denunciation
rallies, political study sessions, and criticism and self-criticism meetings. Lu
enriches her rhetorical analyses of these texts with her own story and that of her
family, as well as with interviews conducted in China and the United States with
individuals who experienced the Cultural Revolution during their teenage years.
In her new preface, Lu expresses deep concern about recent nationalism,
xenophobia, divisiveness, and violence instigated by the rhetoric of hatred and
fear in the United States and across the globe. She hopes that by illuminating the
way language shapes perception, thought, and behavior, this book will serve as a
reminder of past mistakes so that we may avoid repeating them in the future.
'Wild Swans' tells the story of three women - Jung Chang, her mother and
grandmother - whose fortunes mirror the tumultuous history of 20th-century
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China.
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